
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Reference Code:    2008/148/709 

Creation Date(s):    31 March 1978 

Extent and medium:   6 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 



lru ~'; Ctvt 11vr { ~~ 
{,.._ Olv (j uiV 

On receipt o! ~ Donlon•a tele hone call I honea 
~ llet at the Forei Office and said that I had 

conveyed to Dublin hie me sa o bout the possibility 
of a brief quarter of an hour t 1k between the oi ach 
and · Callaghan duri the cours of the He d of 

Governments' m eting. This had caused considerable 
concern and disappointment in Dublin. ' e Taoiaeach's 
attitude was 

{a) that he could not tre t his coll guea of the ine 
in this w y, th t h would have to stay t the meeting, 
and 

(b) that he had muCh ore to say to Callaghan than 
could be contained in a 15 minute talk. 

tr a resul. t the arrang mente coU1d be ~P in the ir" • 

l allet said that he had thought in tact th t this 
would be our point of View nd w a putti this case 
already to the Cabinet Office. He enquired if I was 
acti on instructions and I confi ed that I was. 

_ . . ----.---.---~-~----~~----
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On receipt of r Donlon's tele one call I phone4 
r llet at the Forei Oftice and said that I had 

conv ye4 to blin hie message about the possibility 
of a brief quarter of an hour talk between the 01 each 
and Callaghan during the cours of the eads of 

GOTernments' m •• ttng. This had eaus considerable 
concern and disappointment in Dublln. ' e Taoiseach te 

attitude ae 

(8) that he could not tr et his coll sues of the Nine 
in this way, th t he would have to stay at the eetlng, 
and 

(b) that he had much more to say to u- Callaghan than 

could be contained in a 15 minute talk. 

Aa a result theft" arrangements coUld be ~p in the air". 

11.15 eaid that he had thought in fact that this 
would be our point of view and W 8 putting this case 
already to the Cabinet Office. He enquired if I vas 
aot! on inetruct10ns and I confirmed that I vas. 



I 

• 

1 

I 

i 

o 

> 

"97 

• 

o 

E 
17 ro 

co r 

1 

o 1 1 t1 

• 

• 

I .. . 



• 

- 2 -

lhen I ent1onecl t t tho m oie Ch en 1 tn tete 
w1 til Callaghan th 3ut note takere preeent e •at4 
that he felt t t thi wcul.d b the e Minieter•a att1w.te 
but he wu not sure whether or not Dr en ld.ght Dot a18o 
want to be pro ent. I 8814 that thie would in41cate a 
ncnr intereet 1n ! orthem Irel.and 8t:ta1:re for Dr OWen and he 

e.:ld that hia Minister had been ther upset at bat he 
r garded 41fticult1ee 1n our rel tlonsbipa 1n reoent 
veelte end he wae acoor41ngl.y teld rc ch or int reat 1D 
thie eet!Dc. 

. 
~ ~., 

I then mentioned. on the agenda and thie see 4 
alao to coincide With et•a Tiewa. 

It therefore ppoared When I lett him t there vas general 
aereement about tho nature of the meeting and the ODJ.,­
problem vaa to eet p a time tor 1 t. ow ever 1 vhen I pt 
baot to the ba887 I reoei ft4 n oeJ.1. fro him after about 
15 mint• ha4 sone b7 in which he said h had nov t 

saage h'Oil the C&biDet Office vh10h bad cro sed with hie 
ooO\Ult ot rq oall.. The 1me 1nieter had indicated that 
e did not wan' to have breaktaet me ting nd he did net 

vant to go ear~ but that he would llke hie people to uke 
arra~~~emente for the oieeaoh and himeelf to aee eaoh 
other tor 15 *1Dutea or eo during the couree of the regular 
meet1Jac. I apr sae4 eome sur riee and conoem about tb1e 
and aa1a thnt I thought that euoh a short eet1Dg woul.d 110t 
b atall help:tul. an4 Uld certa1Jl17 haw etteot on the 

•1b1l1 tJ ot other meet a. It vaa Dot a tall clear that 
1 t vftld be oaeible to tind time 1Jl this wq and the danger 
existed that if ve were to proceed o!l "hie kiDd of aaauapt1on 
no meeting woul.d ill taot take plaoe. I :felt this voul4 
be VOJ.7 elphl. 

G.~ 
Mall.et tiutn •U66 .. te4 that \here ha4 at 1-t a oonaj.derable 

/.. 

aaount o~ oom11oa grOUDd bout the Datura ot the enda ot the 
talka and ~e eaible ttendanoe at thea. Our oontaots 
bad be prelimi narr on• an4 he voul4 repori rq reaot1cm 
aa4 WOUld be sla4 1t I would report th ir' s, which I undertoo 
to 4o. 
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the 1n1ster for Justice. To tbi I replied th t it ae 
y that th n t or r1od1ca.l 

h. Je 

to continue son had ~OUD4 
it impo ibl or the at ye r to co e to Dublin. e 
felt that the e meetings hould follow th tt rn which 

e n 1 or d out not just with the bbour but lso 
With th b:mservati e dminist tion and h.ich had baeioally 

a hr it enda. 0 1ously c.i.S cir t nc changed 
on or o h r of he nda could loom 
1 r r in tin b such th t no 

nt tion 1 p1~ l s the di cus ions coUld 
b pr nt d oalmly ln ay. 

indic t d int bout 
bout anything • Thi r r nted depart re f!'om 

pre ious agr e nd a f ilure se t had 

it 
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roken own hy th y 

ot 
ent mder vhi~ th Chi t 
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ion ~had brok down or if 

done so. 

llet th n s d th the G d sion r ha4 
in c ted th t h 11 ed o o tpon m t with the 
Chie Constabl untU bo as more read into his new job. 
I said th I w not bou thie. I ust y that 

11 t ve e the 1 pression that by makin thi lea the 
C mmie ion r w 1 it e an xcu e to part rom 

n abll h d p t ern. In all fairness h as not explicit 
abo t this. 

touche bri fly. I houl 
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