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CROSS •lJ GLEN GAA GROUNDS 

l. The Hi.ni,.ter for Foreign i\.ffaira in his letter dai;ed t he 19th 
De cember , 1977 i ndicates that in November , 1976, Sean o s!ochain 
made rep reAentationa to his predecessor in connection with a further 
prop os ed e ... cro uc ment of the G. A. A. grounda at that time as well as 
di~turbcmce c a· sed by ·ritish Army activities in t h e area and damag; 
to G.A.A .. pro .. e rty. The matter \vas tak en up with 'i:.he Britis h 
authorities by the Ernbaa.;;>y in London and in the r eply rece ived the 
following assurances \vera given:-

{l) t hat th~re ~·:a~ ~bzolu.t.~ly no intention of dispossessing 
club members of their p i t ch: 

(2) that there was no intention of res tricting in any way the 
.ac<:!e s s l-lhich members of the club than enjoyed: 

(3) the B,;ol.tish authorities adciea tna'c. any uai.llaye -c.o ti~e pJ..a.y..~.isg 
area 'lrras very r.mch reg-retted and that compensation c ould b:;, 

· sought~ 

\ 4 ) a 1lU~;qes. ~:. io;;1 t.'i.lat t;.ile .··'l..rn•y uva.l..}. oE a.n c..i. t.;).r-:.i..:it.i ;;s n.i.t~ 
sugge5ted by the G. A.A. was turned down on the basis that 
this p21rticular site \'las reserved for an industrial project. 

2. A.ll of the foregoing was conveyed to Sean 6 S!ochain by l etter 
on 23 Dece~ber , 1976 with a suggestion tha t t he matter be pursued at 
local l evel on the 9asis of the assurances given by the British 
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future d_velo~· .ents., .1\ letter in similar terms was sent to r.tr . 0 
S!ochain on li Harch, 1977 and a further letter inq1iring as to tho 
res ult of loca l discussions was also i ssued on th ·. 16th Au9-us t, l9T/. 
Until Hr . 6 Hurchu 's correspondence \"ith the Taoiseach which 
commenced with a lette r da·ted 30 Samhain, 1977 no feed-back in the 
matter "'a.g rer..!eived from the G.A.A. 

3. 11r. 6 Murchu in his letter of 30 Samhain gives a general account 
of the backgr und to the problem at Crossmaglen. He mentions ona 
particular incident which occurred tovraxds the end of 1976 'lrlhen an 
under-14 juvenile foot.ball team \•;ho wished to play a game in the 
field were turned away fro.-n the ground by a unit of the British Army. 
A protest on this was conveyed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs at 
the time. Again in his letter mention is made of the helicopter p a d 
;~n the grounds which 11 is constantly used a.t1.d \'ti.thout fail whe never c:my 
activity such as games is taking place in the field, helicopters 
hover v ery low over the heads of the players and spectators and drop 
do;,·m r egularly during ga.mes". In the :t:eply \'lhich the Hinister for 
Fore ign Affairs sent to Hr. 6 S!och.;Hn on 23 Nollaig, 1976 he 
indicated that t he British Authorities had acce pted that it \'las 
unfortunately t: e case that some inte rference \tlth play had taken 
placo as a result of helicopte r l a ndincrs at Crossrn- glen. 'llfley were 
unabl0, hc:Meve.r , to trace details of a n incide nt 1hich took place on 
the 20th June , 1976, V!hen a h..:..licopter fle\tl over t he playing pitch 
on 16 occasions., !n. t:h.c .rti.nict:cr ::::: lctt.e r he cr.Jnveyed the ass UL·a·,; ,_ ,e 
rece ived. frCl.T'!! the B:d.tiah A•_rf;l;.o :., ;i'i_:iE>$ 1::hat evAry e fort \·lould be 
mad...:: to minimis'"' the dis'turbancec 

CROSSI·l; GLEtl GM GROUNDS -.. . 

.1. The Hini .... ter for Foreign .. i\ffaira in hie l etter da1;ed the 19th 
D .. ,cember , J..977 i ndicates that in .ov~..mber , 1976, Seem 0 S!ochain 
made r epresenta.tioI'ls to his predecessor in connection with a further 
l'1rcposed e . .. cro.:tc ment of the G. A.A. gro 'nda a t. that -time as well as 
di::,turb2'.rlce c a' sed by ·r itish Army activities in t h e area and damage 
to G. A . A .. pro_. erty. he matter " ... as t aken up wi 'h -che Bri tish 
authorities by the Embas y in London and in the r eply rece ived the 
following ass urances \vere given:-

(l) that th~re ~,a~ abzolute ly no i ntention of dispossessing 
club members of their p i t ch, 

(2) that there was no intention of r estricting in any way the 
act.::!ess which members of tl e club then enjoyed: 

\ 3) the Bx: 1 tish authorities aciciea tna'c. any cirull<1ye "i:.O t.L·~e 
area was very ~uch re~Tetted and that compensation c 

· sought~ 

{ 4 J a gU0ge.s:<;.io:;:l t:ilat tile j'7If[,y ClVa.l..i. 0 : dor" .:.i. t d1:.;;.~ti;;a D ..i. t~ 
8ugg-ested by the G. A. A. '..ras turned down on the basis t hat 
this p~rticular site \-las resent d for an i ndustrial proje c t. 

2. Al.l of the foregoing was conveyed to Sean 6 S!och.:tin by l etter 
on 23 De c eITtber , 1976 with a suggestion t hat t he ma t ter be pursued at 
loca l level on the ~asis of the assurances given by the Britis h 
QU,ci 40orj.-i:.i. · o . L~~" 6i \.; Ji;..,C;i.~iA' \-\jas as.:~6 ~l t u j·1o.ecp i ~~ c:Jucn ~£..A;~ding 
future d_vel(l"='-!'n~nts ~ A. l etter in simil ar t er 1S was sent to Mr. 0 
sfoch.iin on l i l1arch, 1977 and a further letter i nqui ring as to th,-,. 
r e s ult of loca l discussions was a l s o i sst:.€.lC1 on t he 16th AU<j'Us t, 1977. 
Unt il Hr. 6 Hurcht1' s c orrespondence \~ith t he Taoiseach \.,hich 
commenced with a letter dat.ed 30 Samhai n, 1977 no feed-back in the 
matter Wag r~~~ived from the G.A.A. 

3. Mr. 6 Murchu in his letter of 30 samhain gives a general account 
of the backgr und to t he problem at crossmaglen. Ha mentions ona 
particular incident which occurred to",Jaxds the end of 1976 v/hen an 
under-14 juvenile football tea~ ~nlo wished to play a game in the 
field were turned away f ro.'1\ the ground by a unit of the British Ar ray . 
A protest on this was conveyed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs ~t 
the time. Again in his l 'atter mention j_s made of the helicopter pad 
in t he grounds which I is constantly used a..'1.d without fail whe never cmy 
acti vi ty such as games is ta.~ing place in tha field, helicopters 
hove r v e ry low over the heads of the players and spectators and drop 
dO\·.'l1 r egularly during games I> • In th.~ :r.eply \'lhich the :t.-linister for 
Fore ign Affairs sent to ~~. 6 S!ochain on 23 Nollaig, 1976 h e 
indicated t hat t h e British Authorities had acce pted that it \'/as 
un.fo r tunat _.ly t.'~ e case that s em .... int.erference with p lay had t aken 
placQ as a res ult of h e licop t e r l andil1(js a t c r ossrnaglen. 'It'hey ,,,ere 
unab10, hC"t'Bvcr , to trace details of an incide nt which took place on 
the 20th J une , 1976, v,hen Cl h..:.licopter fle", over t he playing pitch 
on 16 occasions.. ! l"l t.b~ .r-'iin i ctcr : $ lett.er he cr.Jnveyed the bo85 u.~ca i; cE: 
!"cceivcd f;rQ~ t he 3ritL_,h A'IJtho ;iti€'$ 1::hat every effort 'ioul d l~ 
mad"" to minimi se the disturbanc9 c 
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4 . :~..r . 6 lurchu in Ulis l e tter r efers also to the Po (!! ses sion 
Order .... c·:ved on t he G.A. /\. und .r the Northern Ireland (Rrnergency 
PrO'!in:i.o ) Act , 1 973. '1"hi s as he oays \i.i-as r sisted at:congly b y 
the G. l\ .. 1\ . and reprc~sentations were c onveyed by the Deparunent of 
ForAi c:,;;n :£fai rs . In r eply the BriJ,.ish authoriti es i ndicated t hat 
t~le ground i n d i sput ... \-las r equired ~o secur i ty p urposes . They also· 
i ndicatcxl t hat t h e re \r/as no i n·tention of dispossessing club me.'llbers 
of t heir p itch nor of r estric t ing in ai)Y wa y c exc ess availabl e a ·t 
that time. This ,,,aa conv e yed to rt.ll:' ., o S!och.:Hn at the time. 

5 I 0 C~ ~ . . g . . "" ~ ) ?> .. ~ .... .!.. ; !'., ;~. '"r>hu( , ~~ ' c ~h m 0 . • n c n .1.U J.l! . n~..:. ..t.C:t.: -.. or J.·-. v ~ ·~ ... ~-~ - p t'e .-0" .... 'C. ~ .e .1. a ._eacn 
to b r i ng his o~m good of f i c -s t o bear on the Bri tish Gove rnment wieA 

. a vie "" t o havi ng J-::he troops 'vlithdra m from the property: full 
possession of t he e ntire grounds give n back to t h e club: and 
adequate compens a t ion for a.rnaga to p :U:ch property and cowmuni ty 
~ .... -.. ~~-"!:' 

-· .. .. ·_ : __ ; . ·- : · :- ·~ : . . : . ~ . -;:· -- - • .., "' -. ~ .-.r. ~~- .. ~~:. -. -.'""'.-·t ifJ"'_"f ; ....,_ 9y-1 " ~ c:t ~}. A 

at the b eginning of Decembe r, 1977, t he Taoiseach availed of the 
opportunity t o mention t he problem of. t ha G. A. A. . grounds in Cross­
maglen t o the Br iti.sh Prime Minist er in a gene ral way. The Prime 
r~i.?':.:_ ::;·~:--:· ... ., ... "J'"::rt:~~'r "':.~ th"l.~ +: i~!lr.t ~o . "'ko ef'!Q'uirie~l i n t:he matt er with 
tho Secretary of State f o· ... Northern X:relancl and as Kea. t~Aat. t.he :r:e: :Oe 
no p ublicity about: the Taoi e.ach ' s pproach. 'l~e Tao i seach gave 
him an un~ertaki.ng t o t hiD e f £ec t . n the e v t h a. e ~0r , no ~e3ponee 
e ither t .hrough di.;. lrma:.i c c :·1ani1.;ls 01: c then 1l"ls e '"as r ecei. ved fr Cl! t.he 
British Pri me Mi n i'""ter or the North~rn Ireland office t o the 
Taoiseach's approach. 

6. l·i.J:.· . 6 ~{~c1~-...~ ;.-:"1!-c~~ t o t11~ ':.~c ~\o s ~=::l·~h -~~~;. ~~. O!.'! f-he 13th 
December , 1977 emphasising the need for urgent action ~1d constant 
pressure as furthe r moves h ad been m· de by t h e Britiah Army, since 
the dat · o his pr0vj;ous l ett e r, \>Vhich sugges ·ced more i n-roads int o 
the property. Hr . o Hurc h u was o f t he view that if thiz was not 
checked urgently 11 they will have t ake n the place over 11

• No 
~ubstantive evidence was , h owever, s upplied in this l et.ter. Iv!r. 
o l'lurchu wrote again on t .he 31st Decer:l.be r complaining that damage 
and int e rf e r ence as previous..1.y outlinE:Ki WdS going on a s usual. AgaL; 
he provided no d e te1iled i ru:ormation of the kind needed to process a 
compl aint in a sati sfactor y way. He ask ed h owever t hat the 
Taoiseach could k e ep up the pressures wr..ich"you have alre ady outlined 
as having been taken to ensure that the situation is rectified as a 
matte r of urgency". 

7. The next letter from Nr. 6 1-lurcht! in the matter is dated 
26 Eana ir, 1978. \-'l ith it he enclos ed some coloured photographs of 
the d amaae being done to Crosamagl c n grounds. He mentioned that 
matters had got wors e since his l a 3 t l e tter and that players and 
supp or t e r s had then to be transporccd by lor~J to the playing pitch 
\'lhich had baen made s o i naccessible. He al o said that he had been 
r e liably in£ormed that r e c cn:t.ly a 1 "'l ""ge ~c....~ck Wa.E drive n into the 
grounds and k ept c hu,:ning up the ground by continuing to circle 
around f o r somg tima and t hat a convoy c£ t~~mty lorries arriv d on 
the grounds about t\'IO wee.."l\:.s prior to the data of his l. t.ter and did 
untold d~~age. ' 

B. The mos t r ecent l e ttar fr~~ ~~o 6 Murchu in r ela tion to 
Cr os s inaglen on f ilc is t hat dated 4 Aibrean , 197 8 in \vhich he 

/ .... 
---·---------·-

~~.~-------------------------------------------------------
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4 . r~.r . 6 Murchu in tills l e tter r efers also to the POc.!session 
Order ~(Y::Vcd on 'the G.A. I\ .. und <.r the Northern Ireland (Rlnergency 
PrO'!ir3:l.0 ) Act , 1 973. 'this as he Clays ",,-as re~isted a t::congly by 
the G. ~ .A . and r eprc e ntations were conveyed by the Depar~ent of 
Forp.ic.;n £ · a irs . In r eply the Bri~_ish authorities i ndicated t hat 
t~J.e ground in dispute ,.,as r equired .c'o security p urposes . The y also 
indicatG<l t hat t"tlCJ:e "as no intention of dispossessing club members 
of t heir p itch i. or of r estricting in aT)Y way e exc ess available a -t 
that time . This ,'!as conv eyed t o l"Jl:' e 0 S!och&in at the time. 

5 I "' ... . ... .. .J ,, ~ , 't,.... I ,,, h . .. n conC.1.Uc.U.I'1g n~$ l. c:t:t:. ~r .\.-14 .. C ~~urCJ.i.u - lJ.£: ... ;aA ... eG t.o t _e Tao ... eaC!1 
to b r i ng his o\lm good off i c s t.o b ea:c on the I ri tish Gove rnment ,.,i th 
a view t o having t:he troops wi thdra m. f rom the property: full 
possession of t he e ntire grounds give n back to the clu.b: and 
adequate compansa~ion for anlage to p i i:ch property and cornmul1.i ty 
.~ .... _ .. .-~..: '!: _. .. .. -_:_.; . -.:- :" . ~ .-•. • : . - '.-:: ' . - - • ., ... .., ~ ~-: .... ~~~ _. -,. ~ ~ ~ """'"1 ; ,..,. 9 ,..., .. ~q<:~,} ,q 

at the beginning of Decerrilier, 1977, the Taoiaeach availed of the 
opportunity t o m€:ution t he problem of the G. A. A. grounds in Cross­
magl en t o the Briti.sh Prim Minister in a gene ral way. The Prime 
l~~_.!::_2··:': "- " ' -':J ,,": '!:t-:, ,:.,Jr ~~ t~"!,+ +:i~('l 'to '!Tli"lko encruiriel'l in t.he ma.tt er with 
the Secreta.ry of Sta te fo· .... Northern xz:eland and aSK-ea. 't ~ t. there 00 
no publ i ..... :i.ty about: the Taoiseach I pnroach. The Taois e ach gave 
him an un~9rtaking t o t hiD ~f~ect . n the ev t h a. e ~Gr , no re~ )Onee 
either <t:hrv1.i.gh di~ 1 ma:'ic C :l:' nnJls Ol:' cthGnlflc e ''''as r 13c ived frO! t.he 
British Prime Mi niste r or the l>1orthe rn Ireland office to the 
Taoiseach 's approach. 

6 . ;'i.i:' . 6 ~,:tZ:cl~-;~~ ~:~· c~~ t o t:1~ ':.~C~,"5~~:~h .~~~~~n. Or! 4-he 13th 
DecernbGr, 1977 emphasi s ing the need for urgent action and consta..'1t. 
pressure as furthe r moves h ad been m.:;..de by t h e Britis h Army , since 
the dat. · o' his prevj;ous l etter , , ... hicn sugges 'ced more i n- roads int o 
the property. Nr . 0 11urchu was o f the v iew tJlat if thia was not 
checked urgently lithey ,..,il1 have t ake n the place over". l~ 
s,ubstantive e vidence was , however, supplied in this l et.ter. Hr. 
o l'lur chu wrote again on t .he 31st Decer:l.ber complaining that damage 
and int e rfer ence as previousLY OUUin E::Kl Wd.8 going on a s usual. AgaL"") 
he p rovided no detailed i ru:ormation of the kind needed t o process a 
compl aint in a satisfactory way. He asked however t hat the 
Taoiseach could keep up the pressures whichtlyou have alre ady outlined 
as baving been t aken to ensure that the situation is rectified as a 
matte r of urgency". 

7 • The next lette r frorr. l'Ir. 6 l>1urchd in the matter is dated 
26 Eanair, 1978. \'lith it he enclos ed some coloured p hotographs of 
the damage being done to Crossmaglen grounds . He mentioned that 
matters had got worse since his las t letter and that players and 
suppor~cr9 had then to be transporccd by lor~L to the playing pitch 
,'!hich had baen made s o i naccessible . He al 0 said t hat he had been 
reliably i nformed t.hat r 'Occntly a l arge ~'-..~ck was drive n into the 
grounds and kept c hut"ning p t.he ground by continu ing to circle 
around f or s ome timet and t hat a convoy of t.w m ty lorries arri ' F d on 
the grolli~ds about two wea~s prior to the date of his 1 tter and did 
untold d umage. ) 

8. The mos t r ecent l ett a r fro..'U Hr .. 6 Murcl:J.1..i i n r el Etticn to 
Crossly:aglen on file is t ha t dat ed 4 Aibrean , 1978 in \;\l'hich he 

/ $ ••• 
---- .. __ .. _-_._-----,..... ... -- . 
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indicates that. t he Crossmaglen grounds s it a t .i.on was discuss · at 
the As s ocia tion ' s Annual Congre~s and .was stu.ted to be s t eadi ly 
deterioratiP..g.. It was unanimous ly decided at Congress that f ull 
preDsure be put on all p ubl ic r epresentativGs and on the Gove rru-nent 
to make determined effor t s on ~ehalf of t hG club. The clur are 
asking that t h· t portion 2f the ground t aken ove r by t he British 
authorities b h a nded back. and adequate co.~pensation p aid f or years 
of possession and also f or. the overall damag~ and destruction done 
to t he proper ... y. Again i n this l e tter Mr. o Murchu 9}..-press e s 
fea r s t hat furt.~r p ar t s o f the grounds c oul d be taken over. In 
supp or t o ·: th~s he mentions t hat an ad j ac ent area on -c·· e map 
accompanying h is letter of the 4t h April h u.d already been ac-1.uired 
and local opinion was that this would lead t o a further takeover. 

9. ~one of l'>1r . 6 Murchli's l etter give hard evide~c~ of . a 
~~;,j~~.:. ·:~l -C'' t:. ~ :i;:r-= :.~;~ ~~,_; ... .i. ~#_:.~ =-_; . .,_ .;..,, .... - · _; ._;,:. _·....;. ... ..::· ;;.-= -~-- - -- ~ ··:."";.~ -4 ~~ - . ..... ::. ~ - .. :.~": .! 
to process a further complaint with the British Authorities. As 
indicated already on file a general ty-pe complaint , not backed-up 
by evidence of breaches of the asc urances and promis es already given, 
;~~ .~ .~~·~~·: .:. :. _: ~ :· 2_ .~ ~ ~~~- :_::~ .;;.. : _;·· . ~- ··.:\7:: .~-::: .:. ·: ~ ·-·.·~r: ·. -: -·.--: ~ -... -~ "' .· -r: ~-·--~ .. ~.-t ~: ~ t!~ ·l - ~ ~~ 

.-,, More i nf ormation i s needed particularly in r ela tion 
to the efforts made locally by t h G. A . ~. to obtain c anpensat ion 
for t he d9ffia ge a.nd des t r uction c a used to t he property . A lot of 
wha·c. Yl J: . 0 11"ur 1:.<1 say.s :1.. n his l e t e rs appea.z-3 to be based on f:e7.rs 
held locally of what may happen in the future rather than anything 
else. Also a request t o the Bri tish Authorities at this t~ne to 
return that portion of the ground already t~~en over by them f or 
secur ::...ty rE:::~VLLS wo~t""-u. l .tav-t:: no i1V1:) ·~ u£ su;..;c~~D ~ccaw.:;e ~f ~: .. -c s ~ctu"i L.~: 
situation in the South Armagh area. rr"ving- made the point once 
without succes s there is hardly much purpos e in raising it again at 
this stage and being refused a s econd time . 

13th Aoril, 1~. 

Siueo the for ~;.oii19 WAS zcapar~d , two ~..t% r let tors h\ ve b ·· :l!t 

~e~ei v d from I-U: . d .t-ture:hu . o oo dnted ll ltlbrean eonvaya 11i(; 
~loqioa fer r.!Ot koap i ng the &~r:~ intmcnt '\vhich he l1a.d with tb~ 

'l'noi s caeh for il ~L y, l Oth Apzil a t 3. 30 )? .. . • Unfo~tunatoly Hr . 6 
t-1ux•:ftru a id oot ve n~w9 of the m.ppoi ntl.mnt prior to his ! ll3· v!ng 
Cork to travel to Dublin on that day. 

Tlw mecGnd l~tte: d:tmd 15 Ail'n:®~n comre.. further qrounda f {)r 
COl:UlJlaint in . ~g .,d w B&'itish I .r y a 1 ..., R .. u . c . etivi1:.y at. 
Cro rn ~' g-1 n Ggc:m s . T11@ ir.lt'lidont eo lu.::.rn d ol t k -mlaea Qn 
S\ih<':1a y, Ap&'! l 21-8 viha n !1.1; A 0 M.u~ch " ts l'.ah)i2 u - c- r- \"l 'im.i; ia:~ -- -~ -~h Uti 

;.s!cU;.tors ch~~\J.%1'§ Q~-:: Q.\'e-t:l~~ .• :l.1 • .; ~1a 1¥ f t- :1 • l'U'icl cor .. ~ .. _t£,., t-J. t1t;t i .r! 
a 1~rticular 't·"''-'- i on oo 'S! . 1-ir . 6 :zuzc:1u .:-e_•:!Xibad th tl:C::·P~ ~~ 

I ... 
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indicates that. t he Cros smaglen grounds situat ion was discus s · at 
the As s ocia tion ' s Annual Congre~s and .was gt~ted to be steadi l y 
deterioratingc It was unanimous ly decided at Congr ess that f ull 
pre mmre be put on all public r cpresentati v ~s and on the Gove r ruLl.ent 
to make d e termined effor ts on ~ehalf of t hG club. The clur are 
asking t hat t h·t portion 2f the ground t aren over by t he British 
author ities b ha nded back and adequate c ompensation p aid f or ye ars 
of possession a nd also f or the ove r all d amag E,1 and destruction done 
to t he proper ... :y. Again i n th...i.. s l e tter Mr 0 0 Murchu 9}..-press e s 
fea r s t hat f ur t h r p a r t s of the gr ounds c oul d be taken over. In 
supp or t of t h":"n he rne ntio-ns that an ao. j ac e nt area on "t'e map 
accompanying h is letter of the 4 t h Ap ril h d already been aC'::;r.uired 
and local opini on was that this would lead to a further takeover. 

9. ~one of ~tr . 6 Murchd's l ette r give hard evide~c~ of .a 
~~~ t. ..:;:....:. .;. ...:.i -.:, :v.; ~ ,i;'..;..; ---;..;. ;.~ ~ ... i. :. #---: .": = -.-:. _ i~ ..... - .,;· .; ':': _'-i, ,..: . ;;.-- -.-.. - "-~-_ - -- :.. -':. -~--- ::.. __ '--- ...... .::. ~ - ~ :- ~': .! 
to process a further c omplaint with the . British Authorities. At3 
indicated already on fil e a gener a l type complaint, not backed-up 
by evidence of b r eaches of the assurances and promises already given, 
;'~ .~ _~ .~ ,': ':' " _:.::" 1. _~ :: . .:.~ -__ .:~ .::;., - .: - . ~ -.. :- :\:. ~ ~ .: .: ': . .... t~_ '.-: -'. --:- ~ .,.. ~ ".¥ ?- -; .. - - '" :;o. -~ .; ::: I'!~" ~~. ~ .--: ~ 

i ,'. More i nf ormation i s needed particularly in r elation 
to the efforts made locally by t h G. A . ~. to obtain c anpensation 
for t he d cynage a.nd des t r uction c a u.sed to t he property .. A lot of 
wha'c ·/l L' . 0 i'\·\lrcli.d says l.n his l€~ters appear s t o b e b a sed o n fea rs 
held locally of what may happen in the futW:9 rather than anything 
elae. Also a request t o the British Authorities at this t~~~ to 
return that portion of the ground already ta~en over b y them f or 
s acur ::...ty .LE::~Vl l.S • VUku' l l a.V-t;; no Ilv p · ... ui S u.~CC!.:,8 ~cCa~.:.;9 ·..;;f ~: ... -c 8 ~CtU .. :s.. i.:X: 
situation in the South Armagh area. l1?l.ving made the point once 
without success there is hardly much purpose in raising it again at 
this stage and being refused a s econd time . 

13th Aoril, l~~. 

linea the fOrG,3n inq WIlS .&".par~d , two f\.l .. r letters la" b ' :I_ 
&" ceiv d from ~U; . d .t:lureh u . OM dated 11 lUbrean c onveys lli~ 
~lQqiQ8 f"r 1i'" t kocp i ng the &nr;:) i ntmant ,\l1n ich he 11~d with tl~ 

'l'noi r.;oaeh for Ko~~ ,:/, ., th Apzil a t 3. 30 }? o . . UnfoX'tunatoly Hr . 6 
t-1uri'!n:~ did not 2-:f!i_ ve 1~W9 of t.1ie appoin~.mnt pxior to his ! /lSavinq 
Cork to travel to Dublin o n that day. 

Tlw mecond l~tte: d:tQd 15 Aim:t .... ~ n comr0,.. .r.7u&:ther 9'rounds f :{}r 
COffil.l '·aint in .... ' rJ r~ d ~ B&'itiah ., my 2U~ Rouoe . ctivi t.y a~ 
C~O ~ . gl n GgCH! 'id s • Th~ ir.ci aont e o ~ ,. ::.n'·~d o~ ~ ~k miReS Cin 
SUi."ltiay, ;,pI'i 1 2iT.u Wru:.r~ !.v; . 6M.uz; -· b " lS ~..atel2 " -~~ ,"J f!n~ il~ -· l:.~ ·-h tie 

'p'!c~.tors ch-'!";~d.n;J ~ntl Q.\~_tio .J. l ... · ~n1 t t.n . {!u~d c~ooo~, .. d:S'- ti t1";! i n 
a l:;articular 't.~-;';'i on 601H! . Mr . () -i.uzch'..1 :.' 5g'~Z'iba(i th u~,p~~ Q a 

/ ... 
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"pretty touq'h " 
t.l ~ ll 9 · ti a ncl s a 1 t.tor d t.c-1 4th Ap il" ~ 
C Pu'Pai .;.h , R·Jraal., C~;oas - le!~ G. A.A., Club, h:f.cb qi !fOS 

account of th it!es eour~l i n'1d en \:hQ 
i • 0 D baigh c omyl inad at t11o solc1i o&-s 

cklng on ind ivich la th 
·plaint wac 

irt>eH]UlB!.X' • nd .. at.ive . 
lnte . Dux inq L .a (:f 

nd both ~ l.&~~s (;l;nd ~a ,.eJ~e 
than eight f t ~ ve t h 0 g::ound . 
with t ho autho:rlti s at l ocal level 
Inspector t.ha t 11thQy wero entitled to 

: · ·~-,. 

1eve1. 

Ml'. 6 r~urchu ~1-~t~ ~t !~~hi~ l~tt~:' ~~~t Cl: .., off ~·s ~ ~;!" ~1.~~ 

r ··' .-:-d 

A'!iuut 

vJa~~~;~;_~~i.;t ·;.c.;~ ·- u: •. ~~" ~~~ ~.;_}···~ ~<fl.t. ...... J-~w .. c;; ~ · ~ · ~fQ,.~ tJ: titc 

tba t the Britich utheritie~ bo };~C!3 t d t 
it~id<ants \<~ill ~ .;. ~iss . He al.~o ·· ~ l/1 ·~ · <~ 
·O! tl~ ;&~ri.-&~.-:- ~"" ""'i~.lll ty fJ>i: p-QOpl~ . ';";a;! 'J' 
of :otaliation \l~ieh tho conmaunity ha bQ 11 pravaile,d Oft tG 
up to now . 

20th April, 1973 

- 4-

"pretty tough tJ u l'ld their ~h vio ~ 
i:l ~ 11s9' , tin h nt!l ~9 a l o\':.tcr 
o Pup~i ~h , Ru a!~ C~Qa~ 91e~ G.A.~~ C 
account of th ities COl 01 i n d on 
" • 0 D baigh co >,:, 1 inad at tlle sol Jiogs 
ch eking on i m.. i ndividu la ~ _ th 

mplai nt ~lau:s ' ~t~ 

il:t"aguli:.U' ~ nd 
lnte . 1) ~ ing 

nd b.:)th '" 1 _~s and 1:& "elxe had 
than e ight t 've tlle 9E'Qund . 
with t h uthoriti s at l ocal levo l 
Iupector tr..at IIthay waro entitlo to 

~ ... 
- -----

l"el. 

, ..... ~--.... ~ .. ... ___ __ M-

.:inut ,,8 

0;;;~~,,;·~~~l .. / ~ ~ .. ~ · ';; .. i;:;J'-i z·~ p.... :.:. ';;~cfl~ .. · ·W .;..~" ," .~,"l &~ tht s e.ciU ' he li::~'l'-!il fits 

that the Britich Authcriti~s bo .2~03 l d t f'J uro tb - 'l;. tl S6 

it-:eidents \'il11 n' ,.:. ~i liZe. &t al.~o :" '~ ' ~,~ . nt:G .... n 
01: th~ ~~ri . .g~,,;, I ~··"? t:i~ill ty Gf p0@pla 1; ,~1 ~ 'oa _cl i niG" 
of :otaliation \ 1. ~ic tho community ha ' bQ 11 pravailc,d Oft to Q",l0id 

up to now . 

-20th April, 1973 
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