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I c..m sorry J<i:1at I \.,ras not a t home when you ' phoned a few v-teeks 
px·esnme ·tha t you intended. to enquire about Cro ssma g len Grounds . 

ago. ,. 
.... 

·y-('I,J. ~ro e.~·Jarc t l.1s.t i-1~ vi c· ited t he grouncls a na e lo. a p't'ess conference in 
t. hc c lub ho.ll. It should b(~ of interest a l s o tha t a serious e.t.tempt was made 
to bm'n the hall d rinG' the ni <~ht before the press conference . It i s tb.e 
g·enera l concensus l oeally t hat nobody other than the Brit ::.sh Army could ha ve 
mad ·".li s a tem~Yt o . a t l east v-Jhoevet,. made it nus t have been seen by t:'l~ Brit ish 
Arm~r who h3.ve a looh :>ut post over lookins- the windov-: N'h ich v-1as broken to eain 
adrr:1.osbn t o d th0 job ~ My own conclusions are that it ~·ras the Br i t ish . rmy* 
Luckily the premises _ad been treated H:i.th a fire r esist CJ.nt sp:::·ay which prevented. 
the Hlole pre mises going up in flames . 

The p e ss conference was a success from the po i nt of view of publici ty fot 
what i.:::: going on and ·!Jhe dama ge be ing done by the British Army p l us the e re ct ion 
of t he wall t o take i n part o f the G.A. A. property to f orm a base for t he 
for tr·ess whi ch the a r my has erected there. _It di d no t hov:evcr sto:g t..:'!..~ 
erection of the \~all 1:<hich~~oe~~j.ng. 

1)1 fact as of no-w the grounds posit ion i s a lot \>l'or se. The :h~ i t i::;h f.._r;,,y 
have c·:) '<?red tbe 0nt i :-e area beh:i.nd t he hall with abo1 t 18 11 f mud and debris 
~1l1ieh they have dram from inside the barracks . Ev n the small a ccess the 
club had. on the l efthand s ide ha s been covered wi th mud. This is another 
blatant attemp-t to stop the club using t re field . Surely thi s cannot ba 
tolerated. . 1Je cannot stop t his ourselves . He are asking everybody t o 
refru.in from v i olence. We need your Government 1 s he l p a nd I ho pe that it 
wil l be forthcoming. I am enclosing a sket ch of t he mo s t recent dama ge. 

I am sorry to have to state that, a part from your initial efforts and tho se 
of Mr~ Hugil SHift who i ndeed did his very be st in t he matter, there is a general 
feeling, '1-lh i oh I no v-1 share, that sufficient pr.essure was not put en from your 
Government' s end to prevent all tha t has gone on and is s til l goinf',' on. I 
k.noVT an1 fully z.ppreci:-;. t e tha t An Taoiseach a nd your goodself h <:we a lot of 
pressin~ rna tters to deal with but so mehow I have the very definite v iew at this 
point t hat the \·Iho lc matt e r of Cro:::;s:naglen ancl my press i ng f or action has turned 
out to be a bit of a nuisance for you all a nd but for the continued efforts of 
Mr. Hugh Sv-:ift there would be nothing to show. 

weiP"ht 
I am of the opinion tha t had An Taoiseach· and your s elf put a ll your :n:-frj£ 

behind t he efforts to stop the erection of the wall etc., it vmuld have ha d 
good results. As of now \,Te ha ve a for·tress on the borcier \oJhich s eems to 
interest nobody, a. ser iously damaged property and a loca l club ltlh ich has act ed 
with di_:rDity and restraint humiliated plus a lot of frustration and embarras s ­
ment for the Association nationa lly and myself·. 

I have refrained from making public co~tment so far a nd as you know would 
be nor;r,a l l y s low to do so for other cons iderations . However I have a 
responsibility to state the position as I see it and propose to do so a t an 
appropria te time. 

over/ 
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: c..n1 "orry J~:la t I i"as not a t home "Then you ' phoned a f ew vleeks a go. 
p:.c-es1.l. !lp. ·that you intended t o enquire about Crossmagl n Grounds . 

, . 
..... 

Y(".1 :?.rc 8,t'Jarc ths.t \i~ vid .ted t he groumls a n el6. a p1."ess conference in 
t he c lub ho,11. I t should be of interest a l s o t~at a s erious e,t.tempt was mad.e 
to b~n'n the hall dur i ng the n ight be fore the press conference . It i s the 
g'e era l conce nsus l 00al ly t hat nobody other than the Brit : nh Arm~r could ha ve 
made this a temnt or a t l eas'!; Hhoever!. Inatle i t n u s t have been seen by t :'1~ Brit.:i.sh 
Arlll~r \'Iho h3-ve a looko t post over looking '~ he windov: N"h ich ",as broken to eain 
adn-:J. .J si:)n t () cl th":l job ~ My own conclusions are that it ~'IaS t he Brit ish . rmy. 
Lu.ckily t.he premises had 1)een treated H:i.th a fire r esist ant s i)!"'ay "'hich prevent e o. 
the \V101e pre mise s going u p in flames. 

The press conference 1as a sUccess from the point of view o ft publ icity fot 
,,,ha t 1. 13 go i ng 011 and t he damag'e being done by the British Army plus th0 ere ct i on 
of t he wall to take i n part o f the G.A. A. property to f orm a bc>_c'e for t he 
fortress which the ar~v ha s erected there. I t did no t however P~ O D t he ... - -_._-_ .. ----

In fact as ()f now the grounds posit ion is a lot \-.fOr se. The :!3i~i t i::;h /'-1';;1:] 

h3V0 COO r0 red. the cnti::,e a.rea behind t he hall with abo t 1811 f mud and debris 
~;l1 :Leh t hey have dra\-<fl fro m inside the barl'acks. Ev~n the small a ccess the 
c lub had. on the l efthand s i d.e ha s been covered with mud. This is another 
bla;t u2 t attempt; to stop the club using t e field. Sure ly thi s ca nnot b e 
tolel';.lted . He cannot stop t hi s ourselves. He ar e asking everybody to 
refrC), in from v i olence . We need your Gove rnment's he l p and I hope that it 
\,lill be forthcoming. I am enclOSing a sket ch of the most recent damage. 

I am sorry to have to state that, apart from your initial efforts al1d those 
of Mr~ Hugil SHift who indeed did his very best in the matter, there is a gene ral 
feeling, Hhioh I nO ... l share, that sufficient pr:essure Has not put en from your 
Government's end to prevent all tha t has gone on and is s til l goi _ ~ on. I 
k.nOYl and. fully a9pre c iate th·3,t An 'I'aoiseach a nd your goodse lf have a lot of 
pressin~ ma t te r s to deal with but so mehow I have t he very definit e vi ew a t thi s 
point t hat the \"Iho la matt e r of Cro3smaglen and my press ing f or a ction has turn'2d 
out to be a bit of a nuisance for you all and but for the continued efforts of 
Mr. Hugh Swift there would be nothing to show. 

weip'ht 
I am of the opini on tha t had An Taoiseach' and your s elf put all your :n-Kj£ 

behincl the efforts to stop the erection of the \iall etc. , it Hould have ha d 
good results. As of now \'le ha ve a for·tress on the borcier Hhich seems to 
interes·t nobody, 8. seriously damaged pro ~)erty and a local elub ltlhich has acted 
with di trfl ity and restraint humiliated plus a lot of frustration and embarrass­
ment for the Associat ion nationally and myself,. 

I ha ve refrained from making public comment so far and as you know would 
be nor;r,ally s low to do so for othe r ·considerations . Rovfever I have a 
respons i b i l ity to state the position as I s e e it and propose to do so a t an 
appropriate time. 

over/ 



"r1urchC1: Uachtor6n 
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" Rosbeg" , 
Bother ,ai le on Easpaig, 

(OIC. Oigh 
G·tth6n (021 ) 4i()79 

I n t he meantim, and a t the r isk of being regarded a s the nuisance t.rhidl I 
ha e ment ioned, could I appeal t o you to intercede Hith some determination t o 
gE·,t the Bt'itish A:. my t o atop erecting the >-:all a.1 d a ll their othe r de struction . 

I am a l s o anxious t o knoH t he po s it ion regarding the Lon <7' Ke s h pri soners . 
I was asked by An 'l'aoisea ch t o refrain from doing anything in vie\1{ of certa: n 
efforts being made ·to find a s olut ion . You kno1v tha t I have respe cte that 
reque s t and ha v ing discussed the matter in confidence with o ur !o.anagement 
Co mmittee, we a greed to make no move . Our units in the six count i es are not•l 
under a lot of pressure and s o am I , to make a statement on the matter . Sow~ 

units have in f a ct made statements . As you kno· drugs a r e no\.J be i ng adminis tered 
t o the pr isoners i nvo lve d in the prote 3t and I a m l ed t o believe that these dru gs 
ca n do i rrepar<:~.bl e da.ma.g-e to ·~..hose to Hhom they are administered . Surely this 
calls for action on _human i tar =!:~n ground_~ . You can rest a ssured t hat nei thor t he 
Ass ociat ion n or my·self condone vi o l ent a cts of any kind and I personal ly have said 
so to a ll concerned . We do fe e l howeve· th<:~.t t vlO wrongs d .. o 1.o"t mak e a ri ght and 
there s hould be a so lution found t o t he u:roblem or indeed our con cern for huma n 
right s is noth ing more t han s unerfi oi al or a f a cade . 

I Ho·vJ.d be c;rate:ful theref'·:>: ' " if ".IO" ·:...em l a"!; me lcno'l.oi the up-to-date posit ion 
from your end on this as well a s the Cros smaglen affair . 

Nollai g fe s hean agus blia ;t :t nua fe mhai s e dhui t. 

Mise, 1e / ior m4eas;- 001 ""'t.cfCL'--­
ft crJv{<-"' 

Ua e;htara n. 

r .; ..... 
A </::' 
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rJ.- .. . .. !" 
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,vlurchLI: Uochtoron 

;- - , 

contd./ 

1 " Rosbeg" , 
Bothc! .oile on Easpaig, 

COlcoigh 
G· I thon (021 ) 4 i 079 

I n t he meantim and a t t he r isk of being regarded a s the nuisance 1'!h5_0h I 
ha e mentioned, could I appeal t o you t o intercede Hith some determinat ion t o 
get the British A_m- t o atop erecting the wal l a id all their othe r destruction . 

I am a l s o anxious t o kno\-/' the position regard.ing the Lon '" Ke s h pr i soners . 
I ,·ras a sked by An rl'aoisea ch t o refr ain from doing anythi ng in vie~i of certa.- n 
efforts being made t o find a solut ion . You kno'v" tha t I have respe cte that 
request and ha v ing discusse d t he matter in confidence with our t· anagement 
Commit t ee, we agreed to make no move . Our units in the six counties are n ot-[ 
under a lot of pressure and s o am I , to make a statement on the mat ter . So rile 
unit s have i n fact made statements . 11.1:' jrOU kno drug s a re nO \-1 be ing a.drn inister d 
to the pr isoners i nvo lve d in the prote 3t and I am l ed to bel ieve that these dr'u gs 
can do i r re parabl e da.ma~e to (' h08e to \ horn they are adminis t e rod . Surely this 
call s for action on .huma~ itarian ground~ . You can rest a ssured tha t neither t he 
Ass ociat ion nor myself condone v io l ent a cts of any kind and I pers onal ly ha ve ::;aid 
so to a l l con cerned . We do f ee l howeve that h iO wrongs do not make a ri g_lt and 
t here s hould be a so lution found t o t he uroblem or indeed our concer n f or human 
r i ghts is nothing more t han sunerfioial or a f acade . 

I HO·G.:td be e-rate f>.;.l -theref'c.:'" if you ·:..an l et me lOlo,..; the up-to-date position 
from you.r end on thi s as well a s t h e Crossmaglen affair . 

Nolla ig fe s hean agus bliain nua fe mhai s e dhuit. 

Mise, 
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