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John Hume rang m f!. om Brussels t lunchtime to-Cia~; in rcr/J.y 

to atcem ts of mine to contact h~i yesterday to obtain d •tails 

of the rec nt SDLP dinner ITith Mason. 

He su.id that, in "·ummary, llaso 1' s purpose uas to attempt \:() 
cw.:. 

relaunch his interim devolution p an. e1,b~gl.ln ;it:h ~t very harl-

,'t. line reaffirmation, directed apparently at nil e, that lartl _rn 

Ir la.."ld uas a un::.ted Kin_.dc:n roblci'1 '\:_ ich n ith r Dublin nor 

\ America could solve . Hume counter d this y ei <r.liring 'i heth -: 

t ho irrelevance of Dublin also extc1ded to security co-operati~n. 

Hason again atte pted to i.nterest the SDLP in the 5- point pla 1. 

The SDLP Cj'Ucsts present reiterated their vie\-lS that this pl.:t..Tl 

as not of interest t o them . They agreedvin response to an 
invitati n from _1ason, to spell out their vicus to C()'ffie bac.~ 

l ater Hith theil;" own ideas - inc luding the \7ider bas i s of the 

Irish dimen s ion . 

Mason confirmed that the c anmi tnent to introduce egis l a tion 

for extra Northern I reland seats at the next sessi o!l would be 

me t and ~"lat this ;. ould be in the Qi.lecn • s spe~"ch . 'l'he SDL? 

pressed for this t o be a s sociated with the introduction of PR 

for We stminster elections in Northern Ireland. Hurne got the 

impression that Mason and the N~thern Ireland Of fic~ of f icia l s 

present were not hostile to the idea and that there xni ght be 

s ane hop e tha t agreement night b e reached on s upport for an 

amen~~ent by Gerry Fitt to t his effect . Ou~ conversa~ic~ was 

necess arily guarded on the telephone . However , I \'lill be m~~ting 

John Hu me and a number oi t he SDLP in Northern Ire l and over t he 

ueokend and I shall r eport in ru~e d e tail on this later . 

~v OJd4;~ 
Sc~'l 0 hU ic;i,m ?,/) ( <:) r '11 
c.c. PS.:> 

lu.lbass. or , Lc1 • ..: n 
llr . D. Nal ly 
Hr . n . s•dft 
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John Hume rang me from Brussels at l unohtime to- cl y in rCfl:·Y 

t o atcem ts of mine to contact hirrL yesterday to obtain detai19 

of the rec nt SDW dinner dth l-1ason . 

He said that , in ~;u!ClD.larY.41aso"1·9 purpose uas t.o attempt "Co 
£\(\.:. 

relaunch his interim devolution pla.-,. e/,ecg ' n lit:h & v .. ry hard-

I line reaffirma'cion, directed pparent1 _" at hu..r.. c , that .jar " 1 t;;rn 
',' 

Ireland \ '7 s a United. KL1..,d c:n rob l e \Llich nc:ith r D bli n n or 

" Amer i ca could solve . Hume countered this by enq'.liring .... hath r 

tho i rralev anc c of Dublin also extOl dad to securi·ty co-operatirn. 

Mas on again atte ~ted t o interest the SDLP in the 5- oint pI 1. 

fl'he S1)LP guests pre sent reiterated their vie\ s th t this pIon 

as not of i nterest to them . They agreedv in r esponse t o an 

invita t ion from _ ason, to o:"'pe ll out t heir Vie\iS to c ome b~c~; 

later uith their own i deas - includ i na the 'lider basis of t he 
• J 

Irish dimension. 

Mason confirmed that the ccc.U!l it!ncnt to introduce egislation 

~ for extra Northern Ire l and seat s at the next s e ssic:l would be 

1\ met ar.d that this . cu Id ba 1n the Que en' s sp"",,ch . The SD LP 

,~pressed for this to be associated with the introduction of PR 

for Westminster elections in Northern Ireland. Hums got the 

impression that Mason and the Northern Ireland Offic~ officials 

present were not hostile to the idea and that there migh t be 

sane hope that agreement night be reached on support for an 

amen~~ent by Gerry Fitt to t his effect . O~ convers~~icn was 

necessarily guarded on the telephone. However, I \,lill be m~~ting 

John Hume and a number of the SDW in Northern Ire land over the 

\1eekend and I shall reper t in mare detail on this later . 

~v O~A.~~ . 
Se:!.., 0 hU i G 1" n D 'Ul I <J {~ 
c.c. P S;; 

"", ..!)ass. or , Le . ':" n 
l·1r . D. Nally 
.r . ii . \,. '"I'.f!: 
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