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Hu1·:·r·y and Suir 6 S.loehain of the GAl'. <!.bout C.ro:-;si1tat_:len G.;.A 

Grounds, !·!r. HUl'fhY rr~~.£c;::.. t! c qllE.:~t: on of condj tions ln Long .1.\P~h 

and. asked t· . c !~inlster fo ... his evc...luatlon of f h~ position. T'lc 

l1iniste1· said. that there was poli tica .. l y no ;?1'o;;pect nr th ~ . 
B1·itish Govern.'r.ent raverin[ on th.i.~ .Lr.sue ln tr.e light of, 0'1 tt_e 

one nand, the fo~thcoming general election and the a~titudes 
adopted by l~rs. Th~tche.r an'l the Con;:e.rv ati ve Cpposftio:1; ard on 

the other hand, Eurorean developments n t8rrori.r~, whcr~ atte~.tR 
vrer e belnG made to eet m;ay from the idea of rJoli ':ic(ll ~;t;:1tt:~ for 

t hose ace :tsed of criminal c. cts. \· hile the lhnist.er tl~d dis:::Uf'f, ·d 

t he qnest.ion v1itf1 Hr . l-1ason, he thought the ce .t':'al poi~~ \:;.~s ti::.G 

t he families of' tho~:;e i n Long KG.sh ,.·e.re being exploi -:E:>d by the 

Provisional 1.RA . 

2. Mr. 11urphy enq uirad if the condl tl.ons i n the E-Bl ock ~~ v!G :'~ ~ ~ 

bad a s was being su~gGsted . The Mi nister s aio ~bat in gen~ral 
t he f aciJ.it:;ies in the Block<· vle r e gooc1 but hyg:i . .-n0 \·c ::: obv1 0 '•:;ly 

deter i or.atl.ng as a .rescl t of t he campai g a nd l o;;'al i s;-; reetct5_ ns 

\,rere nc.r,·: likely to cause a ful~ther dete1• t or,4t i on :L n conc ". t.i.ons . 

The l/,5.ni st:o r· coul d hold out no pr os}1ect l ) f any change i n BJ·i t i sh 

Gov e rmnent atttt t~dos on special category though t he1,c -vms pe1•h:: ps 

a possibility that some new do~ignation of t he pr i soners might b~ 
agre ed t c•. 'f t1e l·Hn.i.s t er al r.;o po.:.. ted. c ut that t lw H Tiloc ks Her.:~ 

a ~~jor protlem 5n that they const i uto tha bie~ost recruitin~ aid 

available to the IRA. 

3. H.r . l·iu.r·phy said that he ,.,as tmdE!r r:onsic.1e.t•c.,.bJ.e pres.>ure in 

.respect of conditions in Long Kosh and that he considered t ta~ t ~ e 

Gt :\ might be fore eel to ud cpt an attitude on the qu3stion, on htm <!.!·:e 

gl'CU'1c1s. A pl'O}'o:; a l had b een made tha t the GILA "h(.ulcl finance a 

pu.blid.i ;;,• t .eip to the U. S . on '.;he subject and tbi~: proposal 

consti t.utec. a .rea l :)!'ob l e 1. The Hi11iste.r pointed ou.t tf!at tf: c 

I r i sh l:<...ticna1 Cati.Cus \-:j_J.l use a nd abll::.;e any info1·mc.. ti 0n tha t Cc'"De 

t heir wey ar~ tha t th oy ~oul d undoubte6ly take afvant~ge of ~uch ~ 

pub15.city trip and of tb.c Gi~A involvement i.n it. Such a p.t' rpc!5a l 

1. At toe mec"',ing on 2 JuntJ 1978 ceti·.een " .. ' LinistfH' ~ .. 1,~ 

HU . .!.':.hy and SHin c5 S!ocha in of the GAt. [_'..iout C .rc..ssl.lat.;1Cl. G,::"'A 

Grcunds, I·Jr .. 1urphy r~Jscj the qU8~tjO:l of coni.:.tions in Long 
and asked the Minister for his ev~1uatlon of th~ position. 
Minist lE s~id that there was politicalJy no ~:o~pect of th~ . 

.. : P. c;h 

Bri tish Govern,'TItont oJ"avoJ'inr on thi::: i~!':ue in the light of, on t !e 
.) 

one hald, ~he fo~thcOTipG general election and the a~litudes 
adopt.Gc. h:r Hrs. TI1'"'tci1er arJ"i the Con::-e.rvati ve Opposftio.:1~ and on 

the other hand, European developments ,n terro.r~fm, whcr~ nttc~~tR 

vTe.re bei nG made to eet m'/ar from the idnCl of 1.loli th ,,1 f,t(ltl~S ro~ 

U ose accnsed of c rirrinal acts. Hhile the lL_lli.:;t."'!,r h~d disc-uff.·d 

tt.€: qnc"t5 on ",i tfl !-1r. l·fason, he thought the cent ·'a1 poi~ .~ \:H.!'; tl.ctt 

the fa nilie~ of t! OS8 in Long KG"h Fere being e ~ploi ~~d by th~ 

ProvisionE!l IRA. 

2. Mr. t1u!'phy en'! uired if the con1li tions in the E-Bl(l"k~; 1:JO "(: ~ £ 

bad as \·ras being S\.H;gG:te'1. The Mini ~/cer said that in Gon~ot'al. 

the facili~~es in the Blocks were good b~t hygiel~ was Dtvlo~bly 

deterioratLIG as a .rescl t of the c:ampaigr and 10 'ali5 ~- reacti 11:;j 

were n01 lik~ly to cause a furthcr deterjoration in ~on(~tion~. 

The If,jonistclo could hold out no l).rospect of any ct.ar:ge in 131"i tisl1 
Government attitudes on special co.tego}'y '~:hough th.l:3l'(. 11as perh8.p: 

a possibility that some n~l do~ignation of the prjsoners might ~e 
ugreed to. Tile IHniste,r aIr,m pointcc: out that tile H-TIlocks Her.t~ 

a major problem i1 that they constitute t03 bie~e5t recruitinR aid 

availablc to the IR&. 

3. Hr . J·iUl'phy sa.id that he ,,'as und:.r (:onsic.1e.t'~"ble pre~~.sur8 in 

respect of conditions :i.n Long Ker,h and that he conside,red tr:at the 

Gt.A might be forced to ado It an attitude on the qU3stion) on huna:-:e 
gl'CU~·l(:S. A Pl'o}..,osa1 had been made that the GAA sh(luld f.i nanee a 

publit.:il:y t.t'ip to the D.S. on the suhject and tbi.;. pro!)osal 

consti tu"ea a .real p1'ob1e111. Th.e N),uister poi.nted Out tf:at tt:c 

Iri ,sh l:~oticnal CatieD") ,,;i11 use a1'1-1 aCHl::.;e any illfoL'm3.t~ ('n that. C:::',_"Iie 

th "'l.°l' ·y,'c."Y ;lnO th'Jt~ J,~,t',~olV ' ••• ·ou d . b~ -1 t 1 ·'·'a··t·~cr· 0.£0 '-url· "" ~. ~ u- _ ':....J Ul1aou cee y aKC [-1,1 v lL(;1t,j~ 1 .> ~ l ;.~ 

publicity tJ'ip and of the G~':..A involvc;nent in it. Such a p.rcpofJ<'Jl 
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.... i.l.ld be outside the normal activities of the GAA and the 

As~ociation should be m.,ra1·e that the Taoiseach and the Gove.rnrwnt 

\·rould object to it. The lHnister sa.id that he and the Government 

Here fully aware of the problems to ·Hh.;.ch condi tionz in Long I~csh 

give rif!o bnt tbat it was necessary to br·ing home to the parents 
of those in ttc H-Blocks that the present campaign ties the hands 

of anyone trying to help. 

~-. It vras agreed that fu1"'ther contacts on this subject could 

take place as appropriate. 

H. Svrift 

7 June 1978 
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