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THE FOLLO\vl NG STATEMEfJT \·'AS ISSUED IN WASHINGTON DC FOR 
RELEA~E I N A'·1 '·MRCH 17 1979 BY SEt~ATORS ED1!iARD M l<O''~ EDYN 
D diEL PATRIC'\ 'JYNIHt\i~, SPEAKER Tll0~1AS P O' NEILL J '~., GOVER~ 10R 
Hur·-1 L CII.REY. ~. ::Nf,TORS THO'~AS F EAGLETON, GEO f~GE '~C GOVERN, 
GM~Y HA 1T, JO~ ~PH R 31 Dt:~.! JR. , CO W:;RESS'1EN TH0t' AS S FOLEY , 
FR.t\I:K TH0~1PS0t 1 JR., DON ED':/ARDS~ ED'•'ARD J '-1ARI~EY, J0~~N L 
CAV MMGH , JAhES M SHANNOtJ AND GOVERNOR BRENDAN T BYh;~E . 

''JOINT 'STATE~ENT ON NORTHERN IRELA ND. 

WE ~HARE THE CONCERN OF ~ANY I ~ I RELAND AND THE UNITED 
STATES THAT ST PATR ICK' S JAY I N 1979 FINDS THE CRISIS IN 
NO~THER J I RELf. '\D NO CLOSE~ TO SOLUT IOU TliM·~ IT 'rifAS A Y::r\R AGO. 
IT IS BAD b'OUGH THAT TilE PAST YEAR HAS SEEN h~~OTHER ROUND OF 
DRIFT I N THE SEA1CH FOR A POL ITI CAL SETTLE~ENT . BUT THE YEAR HAS 
BEt:~ EVE!~ \vORSE FOR THE ORD I ~ li\RY ; ~:= I .~ND \.'O'l:N 1\I•D CHILD1E :~ 
OF I ORTHERN IRELAND \<JHO HAVE ENDUf'tED THIS EhDLESS FESTERING DECADE 
OF FE1~ri ,\ND KILL 11~ '1 A ~D ~O:·Hl l NG At' 1D DESTRUCT I or~ MD GROSS 
VIOLAT I OtJS OF" HU,"lAN RIGHTS. 

TO OU~ FELLO':/ CITIZENS I N THE UNITED ~TATE~, .'E AGAIN RENE•.! 
OUR U ~GENT APPSALS TO R~JECT THE PATH OF V I 0LEI\1CE I tJ NORTHERrJ 
I RELA i 'TJ AND TO SHU'v1 A'~Y IJORDS OR />.CT I OUS THAT C' I VE Ac;~~ISThfCC:: OR 
Ef\COLJ:<A GE.1ENT If~ M~Y F0!:?'·1 TO THOSE E ~ G .~\GED IN VI OLE !CE. T\. 10 
THOuc·,\i:D P~RSO:~s I-lAVE DI ED AS A PE: SULT OF THE VI OLE UCE IN 
NORT:I ER.l I RELAI~D OVEf< THE PAST TEN YEARS. THOl'~f1iWS ~·lORE HAVE 
BEEt~ i"1A I ',~~D OR SEVEt~EL Y I ~JJURED c I T IS I R~ ESPO.·lS I bLE FOR 
ANY A''ERICAN PHIV1\TE CITIZE1J Or( PUBLIC OFFICIAL TO CC'·~POUND 
TH F. TrtAGEDY I IJ I'ORTH~RN I ;(ELAND -gy ACT IVITI ES THAT OiFF!i 
F I :!A!:C I .-\L OR OTHER SUPP0'1T TO THOSE FNGAGED I N VI OLEI·:CE OR 
THAT LCIIJD THEi"iS[LVES TO THE P.- OP/\GM nA CA'~PA I G S OF THOSE 
I NVOL '!ED IN THE K I lll ;JG Arm DE.STRUCT I ON. 

' vJE ALSO COtmE~~N A. OTHER ASPECT OF THE VIOLEI 'CE . ACC01DI!JG TO 
RECE~~T P~ESS REPORTS I'I~W Cf?ED I I3LE STATE ·iEtHS 3Y PRISON DOCTORS , 
NU:~EriOUS 1. 1STM·;CES 0~ or:FICU,L BRUTAL I TY AND 'IOU\TIO S OF 
HU \1 \t~ RIGHTS HAVE OCCURRED I THE POLICE I i·JTER~OGAT I o;· c::- ~·TER 
I !~ ~~'Y<TI:t::d4 I RELAI•1D . I F TH''"SE REPORTS AND CC'.'·'i t.I!TS A •. t:. i.CCURATE, 
THE ·~:~ ss I VE SCALE OF THE VI OL/1. T I O:~s, TI~E LARGE NU' IDEf? OF VI CT I :.·,s 
I INOLvED, MW THE LELGTHY Pt'i< I OD OVER \.JH I CH TH:: J'. B USE t~ HA\'E 
OCCU 0 '1ED •·1f I<E I T DI FFICULT TO ! EL I EVE THAT .SUC ~ PfMCT I C:C:~ C~ULD 
EXIST 'nTHOUT THE /COU I L:<:CE: :T, 0 . AT LCP.ST THE f, t:GLI GE;:cc., 
OF 1 iF. 3, I T I SH G ;)V CR~nEUT c I EFFECT, IT APPr:t HS T11AT P!~ 
BR IT! :)H GCJVE~: t\iE:~T Ht\VE VIOL~TED THC: SP I RI T OF ITS i·t.:CE!JT 
PL.:LS~ TO 'filL EUROPF:t'.N COURT Or: HU ',1r\ i·' RI GHTS THAT CEt{Tf, I !~ 
P'"'ACTICES •)y TH~ Sf.Cl! I~ ITY FOq-;;:s i·'DU:JT I \G TO B ~ lJT~LITY 
OR EVE:.! T0RTU f~E H;\D BEE ~ D I SCC.;JT 11!UED ! ~~ NOfHHE iW I REL;\, D. 

\•iE ~ EL I EV:: THc\T n :::lTA I N HA.S . ~ URG~ i~T R~s;) D' ' SI B I L I TY T:) RESPO~D 
TO T'l:=-: ALLE~~TIO NS M~ D TO T.~KE All. ?OSS I PLE ST:PS T') 
ELI''I'.:\TC: TH~ t~ B U .. ES TH/1T EXIc:T. t ;~ TH I S ,l_: f~· r , ' 
7. , ,- ,' : · OR~ CO -:PRE . 'EUS I VE I FVE ST I GAT I Oil SHOUL!1 iJ0'1J 3[ U. :. ~ t1-t M<S N 1 

I!'.GLUD I ~ .G nl I .!VE:ST I •';AT I o ;; GF SPEC l F l C CAS~ S cF BRUT/ L I I Y r Tf:.: 
PROS ECUTIO ~ ' Aim PUi-~ ISH YIE NT 01= ALL OFriC I ALS GUILTY 0~- /\~lJ~~S , 
Ar :;:; o·l: ·r: 1 AP f)!:OPI\ U.TE STEPS TO GLJt, ~\A, 'TE~ nt.T SUCH /\. ) USE~) 
'./ ILL iJOT REC U: i. I T I"' ES~ E ~~TIJ\ L FOf< .R I TA I 1 ~ TO B~H/~VE ~:~')•) l i LY 
0.' HU ,·: RI Gt{TS it~ ;'.01Ti rRI: II<EU\f,!D, AND TO ACT TO f\EST'J'1E IRS 
REPUTAT I O'J F~) f •\ I f ~ U : t.. ~r-OlCE ~·':EiH '.vC:)1THY Of=' -~HE Rl:!.E OF 
l..A'.J I .J 1\ DE:\10CR;\ TIC SOC I ETY . 
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THE FOLLmvl NG STATEMErrr I"fAS I SSUED I N v/ASH I NGTON DC fOR 
RELEA~E It' 1\'1 : ARCH 17 1979 BY ~EtJATO~S ED'.·;'ARD M I<E~I"=DYN 
D~,IEL PATRICI( 'OYNIH,\N , SPEAKER T1IO~AS P OtNEILL J1., GOVER.OR 
HUG'-J L CAREY. S :N1\TORS THO'1AS F EAGLETON I GEO:~GF' ~CGOVERN JI 
GM~Y HAQT, JO~~PH R 31DEN JR., COIlGRESSlv1Et TH0.'AS S FOLEY, 
FRl\f.K THO!'.lPSm! JR . , DON ED':JARDS~ E j '.'ARD J "1ARKEY, J0'i' L 
CAV AtMGH, J At"ES ~ SHANNOr~ AND GOVERNOR BRENDAN T BYF\iiE . 

" J O I NT'STATE~ENT ON NORTHERN I RE LAND. 

IdE f'HARE THE COI~CERN OF 'v1ANY I 'J I RELAND Arm THE UN I TED 
STATES THAT ST PATR I CK'S DAY I N 1979 Firms THE CRISIS I N 
NO~THER J I RELA;D lW CLOSE~ TO SOL UT I OIJ TIIM·! IT \ifAS 1\ v:: t\R AGO. 
IT I S BAD f:.i'.:OUGH THAT TilE PAST YEA~ HAS SEEN hr~OTHER ROUND OF 
DR I FT I N THE SEARCH FOR A POL I TICAL SETTLE\ENT . qUT . THE YEAR HAS 
BEE;~ EVEr~ \.,rOR~)l: FOR THE ORD I "ll\RY :~:: I .~I~D ~·.'O. eN AI D CH I LDRE:~ 
OF NORTHER:J I REL.A ND I,oJHO HAVE ENDURED TH I S E i~DLESS FESTE RI NG DECADE 
OF FEI\r~ I ND KILL I NS M~D 1w'm I NG Ai ID DESTRUCT I or. Ar'D GROSS 
VI OLAT I OtJS OF HU,~AN RI GHTS . 

TO Ol'~ FELl O\'1 Cl T I ZEiiS I N THE UN I TED ~TATE2 F \-,rE AGA IN RENEIt! 
OUR U ~GENT APPf;ALS TO ReJECT THE PATH OF V I OLEi,lCE tlJ i'ORTHER!l 
IRELd'T) A'm TO SHU'~l A'~Y \A/o~ns OR !,CTIOilS THAT 01VE AS~~ISTAfCE OR 
Er"COUf<AGE:'lENT I r~ M4Y FO~··' TO THO~E E, GAGED 1.1 V I OlF.· !eE. TIIO 
THOUSAI,D p~qSO'\S I1A'IE DI ED AS A f ESUlT OF THE VIOl r::,cr- IN 
NO~T:!ERN I RELAlm O'lEr< THE PAST TEN YEARS. THOll~/\ims lORE HAVE 
BEE1~ rv1A I'A~D 0, SEVEr~EL Y I UJUREDa I T IS \ R~ESPO;jS' !.JL[ FOR 
AIJY A ' ERICAN PR I VATC CIT I Z~,J OF? PU1L1C OFF I CIAL TO CO'~POU D 
THF T:it,GEDY I !J I'ORTII~RN I (ELAND ~y ACT \ V I T I E2 THAT Or::-FFR 
F I :!A::C I ,.\l OR OTHER SUPPO~T TO THQSE ENGAGED \ N V I Ole. ',GE OR 
THAT LE D THEiviS[LVES TO THE P ·OPAGt"\I'llA CA!1PA I G IS OF THOSE 
I NVOL\!ED I N THf: K \ LLI ;JG M.D DE.STRUCT I ON • 

. vJE ALSO CONDE~~tJ A. OTHER ASPECT OF THE V, OlEf CE . Acco'm l 1JG TO 
RECE~~T PRESS REPORTS Mm CRED 1 TILE STATE lEtHS gy PR I SON DOCTORS , 
NU··1Er~ous I .ISTM·~CES O~ OFFiC IAL ~RUTALlTY A:,m V I OU\TIO 'S OF 
HU~1 t~ R \ GHTS HAVE OCCURRED I ~ TI-lE POl I CE I iTrCR:?OGAT I 0;' C~·"TER 
I N 1"O<TI::,N 11ELAhD. I F TIP-SE REPORTS AND CC't. ''iEi'TS A.E t.CCURATE, 
THE 'I:; ~s I \lE SCALE OF THE V \ OlA T 1 O:~s, THE l ARGE I U'IDER OF V I ('T I "',s 
I I~VOlVED, M\iJ THE lEI'GTHY Pt'~ I OD Ol/ER ' . .,rHICH TH~ J\BUSE~~ HA·,.'E 
OCCUf'RED ·~I\Kc iT D I FF I CULT TO PtL I EVE THAT .SU';H pru Cl I Ct:~ C0ULD 
EX I ST "ITHOUT TI:: fCOU I E..,CEi:T, OR AT LEp,ST THE r EGLli"":;:C: 
OF THe: ]'X I T I SH GJVERd I,E ~T. I ~~ EFFECT, I T APPEAHS T IAT nlE 
BR I T r ~;H S0VE i~: ' ''iE'\lT Ht\VE VIOLATED T: t. PI RIT OF ITS r~ECE!H 
PU~j) SE TO THE E\J(OPFt,~J COURT OF HU"~Ai" RI GHTS THAT CErtTflll~ 
P'" ACT I CES BY TH~ S[ClIR I TY FO~':~ S /' ''j UlrT' l \;S TO D ~UT ,\ LI TY 
OR "';'VE,! TORTur~E H;\j) BEE ~ J) I SCC;;.IT I IWED !i~ NO HHE iW I REU\i 'D. 

\~E .EL1EV~ TH"T Jr.:IT4 I N H S .L~ URC~i~T r2('?Q' l ~Ii3 I LITY TO RE~POND 
TO T . '~S:: ALLE~ATIO~I S AI 'D TO TAI<E ALl. PCS~I; L~ ST:PS T,) 
E LI ·· I ;~ ATc THr: A:3I;"ES THIIT EXI~T. I :' THI~ ,), .... , •. 
7. -: ,' :;ORE Cv ,;PREHEUS I VE I t'/'::ST I GAT I OrJ SHOULl i· m; 3= U.'JEtrtAK~N , 
1! .. CLl.iDll.G t,tJ I NESTI:';ATIO;! (jF SP ... CIFIC CASES er RUTlLllYr iL": 
PROSECL T I O~J Mm PUii} I SHME,'T OF ALL OF:- I C I ALS GU I L TY O~· /1 .,lJf ES 1 

ANJ O· :":1 APf P, Opr. lATE STEPS TO GUf, ~?A.Hf.~ TH!'.T S'JCH A •.. USE<) 
1.11 LL i OT REC I ~ :. I T I v ES~EiH I AL FO F< • R I TA I N TO !3EH/ ... VE ~:~ '0, '> I L Y 
0,' HU .\': rnCI{TS lt~ ;\!O 'Hti~f( I : Ir~r:LAI'lD, AfD TO ACT TO F'[Sll),E, lRS 
RFPllTATIO'J F\) rldH Lt.} '/O"<Ct}~E:1T ldor~THY OF -d1E Rl:LE OF 
l.A ',I "~ ~ D~~OC rV\ TIC SOC I ElY . 
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LAW IIJ A DEMOCRATIG'SOC IETY. 

PRESIDENT CARTER SPOKE FOR US AND FOR ALL AMERICANS WHO CARE ABOUT 
PEACE I 1-J t,O-HHERI~ IRELAND \·!HEN HE Cf\LL':D l~EARLY T'·/0 YEARS AGO 
FOR '' A JUST SOLUTION THAT I INOLVES P ~OTH PARTS 
OF THE CO'·HUN I TY OF lJORTHERfJ IRELAND Ai-.D PROTECTS HU'1Afl RIGHTS 
AND GUA '?I\NTEES FREEDO FR0'-1 Dlscq,p.1frJATION". IN SUPPORT OF 
THAT CALL FO' ACTIOI", PRESIDE~H CARTEq PLEDGED TO 1 '0RK V/ITH 
OTHER t'(.l\ T I O;~s TO E rJCOURAGE JOB-Ct~E.AT It G I NVEST~~EUT IN NORTHERN 
I RE LA ND O~CE A SETTLE~ENT IS ACHIEVED. 

WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED OVER THE CONTINUING L 
CK OF PERCEPTIBLE 

PROGRESS TO'~JARD A S TTLE~t.ENT OF THE CO~'FL I CT. A GENERAT I ON OF 
CHI LD1F!·! 110:J BEAR THE SCARS OF THIS DECADE OF I< I LLI NG . THE 
SUFFER I :~'i PEOPLE OF NO~THERN I HELMm DESERVE RELIEF FRO'vi THE 
CONTI NU I tJG VIOLENCE. THEY ALSO DESERVE A BRIGHTER SOURCE OF 
HOPE ABOUT THEIR FUTURE. 

THE I i~r~1ED I ATE CAUSE OF THE LACK OF PROGr{ESS TO'rJARD A SETTLEMENT 
HAS BEEN THE I NTRAI"4S I GEt'CE OF THE LEADERSHIP OF THE PROTESTANT 
CO~MUN ITY IN NORTHERN I RELAND. FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE YFARS, 
THEY HAVE CONSISTENTLY REFUSED TO PARTICIPATE I N ~EASONABLE 
ARRANGEMEtHS FOR THE SHARING OF PO\~ER, \JI TH THE CATHOLIC f-1 I t\OR I TY. 

BUT A ~lAJO~ ADD IT I Qt',.~ L SOURCE OF RESPO~JS I B I L I TY FOR THE LACK 
OF PROGRESS T0'·/.1\RD A POLITICAL SETTLEVENT IS THE DELAY AND 
NEGLECT ON THE PART OF THE J3R IT I SH GOVfRf{•1ENT . I N EFFECT, 
BR~TAIN liAS ALLOWED THE PROTESTANT MAJOR I TY TO EXCRCISE A VETO OVER 
ALL EFFORTS TO PRODUCE AN ACCfPTABLE RESOLUTION OF THE CO~FLICT. 

ON OCCASION, AS IN THE DECISION THIS PART YEAR TO I NCREASE 
THE SIZE OF NORTHERN I RELM!D'S REPRESENTAT ION IN P~-'RLIA'1ENT, 
Bf~ IT ISH POLl CY 1-1 AS GO'!E BEYOf·'D DEL/\ Y A~~D t~EGLECT, Mm HAS 
BEC0'.-1E A POL ICY OF COUSPICUOUS TILT IN F1\VOR OF THE ~~AJORITY 
AND TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE MI NORITY. 

THE TI~ ,E IS LO~G PAST FOR THE DR ITISH GOVER~E1ENT TO REAPPRAISE 
ITS FAIL!'/~ PJLICIE(' tt: NORT~ERtJ IREL,t\i!D A\D TO l ti!TIATE A 
r·IORE EFFECTIVE EFFOi\T TO Et'D THE VI OLEI:CE I '~PASSE. BUT THIS 
CAl NOT H.l\r PEIJ ,\BSE! T THE POLITI CAL '41 LL ·~~I THIN 3,~ ITA IN TH1 T IT 
... HOU LD HAPPE'!. I N T~ IS 1~ESPECT '{E '.-/Ef<E D I ~·1.1\ YED BY THE Lf,CK OF 
PRIORITY CIVEN BY THE T':!O f~AJOR HR ITI SH POLITIC/,L FAHTIES 
TO THE SU':)JECT OF NO~THERN I RELMm AT THEIR HECEIH P.li.RTY 
CON FE RE tJCES. 

13Y ACTIO~.! A.'D POLICY, BR IT/\IN \lU~T DE'NrJSTRl\TE THAT IT ltJTGIDS 
TO t~Cr 1 1VE A SETTLE·i:f!T OF THE CO .FLICT THAT F~\Jr~LY P.,OTECTS 
TH: RIGHTS OF !30TH THe t:jAJOR I TY r~ i·m THE ~I NO~ I TY. SPEC IFICALLY 1 
IF THE PROTESTJ\;JT ~1/\J!')f( ITY PERSISTS ~ N ITS UtNILLii~GNESS TO 
ENTERTAIIJ ci"-:t\SmJ,\ 1 LE p;~JP0"'LS F·)f? SH/\ i~Jt.lG PO.:; '•:lTd TilE 
CATHOLIC ' I :.Ort I TY I;~ rninHE i I a:: LA.i JD AS PART OF THE ttr~ I TED 
KI~SDO~, TH~N B~ITAIN ~UST BE PREPARED TO PURSUE FOLDER 
ALTERt;ATIV=:S. FO~ EXA ~PLE, 3=?1Tt.I'J s:WLLD l i:D!CATF. ITS 
\11 LL I t;Gtl:: SS TO GIVE ACTIVE co:Js I D~ ;;AT I 01~ AND E ;~COLJRAGE>:E.JT 
T:> THE ''ID~LY PISCU~t:;t-D PROPOSALS FOR A C0' 1FEDEr; TIOrl OR 
OTHER co· :~iT I"IUT I Or-JAL ARRAr~~'3E··~t:n· L I ;,K I r. ~ t,OI\THER --~ I RELfi. D ~/I TH 
THE REPU~3LIC OF I RELMlD. 1.'E r<ECALL TI:I\T THI: B l TH OF TilE 
N4ER ICAll tMTION ITSELF COI,'Cif.ED ;·/ ITH THE CREATIO~' 0F A ~ 1 E\'/ 
cm:sT I TUT I 'Y 'Al ENTITY Ll :J~ I NG THE SEPARATE COLONIES U~:JER THE 
ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION. 
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LAW I N A DEMOCRATIC· SOC IETY. 

PRESIDENT CARTER SPOKE FOR US AND FOR ALL A~ERICANS ~HO CARE ABOUT 
PEACE III NOrHHERI~ IRELAND \'JH::N HE CALLED r·~EARLY r'IO YEARS AGO 
FOR 'J A JUST SOLUT I O:-J THAT IIJVOLVES pr JTH PARTS 
OF THE CO"""'UN I TY OF rJORTHER!~ I RELAND A,~D PROTECTS HU"AtJ RIGHTS 
AND GUAiN'4TEES FREEDO FRO'''' DISCQ4M I IIATION". IN SUPPORT OF 
THAT CALL FOR ACTIOf', PRESIDP.JT CARTE1~ PLEDGED TO IORK '"/ I TH 
OTHER NAT I O.~S TO EI1GOURAGE JOB-C~E.AT It G I NVEST~~ENT I N NORTHERN 
I RE LA ND ONCE A SETTLEMENT I S ACHIEVED. 

WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED OVER THE CONTINUING L 
CK OF PERCEPTIBLE 

PROGRESS TO'.'JARD A S TTLC,"ENT OF THE CO,'FLI CT. A GENERAT I ON OF 
CHllD1F!: NO~ REAR THE SCARS OF THIS DECADE OF KILLING. THE 
SUFFER I Wl PEOPLE OF ~W~THERN I RELMJD DESERVE REL I EF FRO'vi THE 
CONT I NU I tJG V I OLENCE. THEY ALSO DESERVE A BR I GHTER SOUQCE OF 
HOPE ABOUT THEIR FUTURE. 

niE I MMED I ATE CAUSE OF THE LACK OF PROGqESS TOWARD A SETTLEMENT 
HAS BEEN THE INTRANSIGEt'CE OF THE LEADERSH IP OF THE PROTESTANT 
CO~~U N ITY IN NORTHERN I RELA~D. FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE YEARS, 
TH EY HAVE CONSISTENTLY REFUSED TO PART I CIPATE I N nEA50NABLE 
ARRANGEME~TS FOR THE SHARING OF POWER'\JITH THE CATHJLIC MI NOR ITY. 

BUT A ~lAJOq ADD I T I Q! 1/1 L SOUHCE OF RESPO'JS I Bi ll TY FOR THE LACK 
OF PROGR~SS TO'dARD A POll T I CAL SETTLE~'ENT I S THE DELAY AtlD 
NEGLECT ON THE PART OF THE BR I T I SH GOl/rRrr-'ENT . I N EFFECT, 
BRITAIN liAS ALLOWED THE PROTESTANT MAJOR I TY TO EXERCISE A VETO OVER 
ALL EFFORTS TO PRODUCE AN ACCEPTABLE RESOLUTIOrJ OF THE CO~FLICT. 

ON OCCA S IO ~, AS IN THE DECISION THIS PART YEAR TO I ~CREASE 
THE SIZE OF NORTHERN I RELA~JD'S REPRESENTAT I ON I IJ Pf\qLIA'~ENT, 
Br~ I T I SH POll CY HAS GO\~E t3EYO(lD DEL" Y ArlD NEGLECT, tiP] HAS 
BECO~E A POL I CY OF CONSP ICUOUS TILT IN FAVOR OF THE ~AJORITY 
AND TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE MI NOR I TY. 

THE TPI,E I S LO !G PAST FOR THE ,R ITI SH GOVER~E'1ENT TO REAPPRA ISE 
ITS FAILI;/~ POL I CIES I f.' NORTHERN I RELli-!i) AI~D TO I t.J I TIATE A 
r,i0RE EFFECT I VE EFFORT TO END THE V I OLEI:CE I ·'~PAS~E. BUT TH 1<; 
CAI~ ~OT H.App~rJ M3SE ;JT THE POL I T I CAL '.>J ILL \<J I TH I N B ~ I TA 1 NTH} TIT 
SHOU LD qA PPE'~. I N T~ I S !~ESPECT lfo'E ','JEf(E D I S'1AYED BY THE LACK OF 
PR I OR I TY Cl VEN BY THE r .. :o I~AJOq BR I T I SH POll T I C/,I_ PAf~T I [S 
TO THE SU~JFCT OF ~ O;:{THERi~ I ~ELMm AT THE I R H[CErH PARTY 
CONFERE 1JCES. 

BY ACTIO:' Am POLICY , ,R IT/\IN "UST DE',~O ' J~TPt\TE TH.AT IT I NTENDS 
TO f~C: 1 VE A SETTLE ·~E:~T OF THE CO:.FlI CT THAT F AI ~L Y PROTECTS 
TH:: RI GHTS or- BOTH THE r"AJOR I TY r\itD THE 1 I NO"? I TY.. SPEC I F I CALL Y, 
IF THE PROTEST,l\iJT '~j\J()~ I TY PERS I STS ! N ITS UtNILLI:~GNESS TO 
ENTERTA I U ~(::'£\SONt\I)LE F-~~0pl\('r LS F)[1 S~~/\ :{ I r~G PO ,:~ ,' I Tt! TilE 
CATHOLIC ,ll;·Jrt ITY I :, 1~')i(I"L~' 11::'LA'm AS P/-\RT OF TH~ Ut' ITED 
K I W~:JO'~ , THE'~ B~n TA I d '1UST BE PRt" PM(ED TO PUHSUE l~OLI~::R 
ALTERtit\TIV:::S. FO~ EXA'1PLE , 3RITt,I;J S:1OLLD l imlCATr: I TS 
\-/1 LLI tJGr:css TO G I Vf ACT I VE CO::S I Dt: ~ T I Ol~ AND E ,';COURAGE>a~tH 
TJ THE "'1) D':L Y D I Sell<' SED PROPOSALS FOR A CO:'FEDEr; T I 011 OR 
OTHER CO' :(";T "jUT I Oi·tAL ARRM~GE ·jt:1iT L I ~.K I r s tWr;THER! I ((ELI .. ,~D \/1 TH 
THE REPU3L I C OF I RELtdlD. '-,'E nECALL Tlll\T TH~ BItTH OF T:it 
N~ER IC All r~AT I ON IT~ELF COL 'C I r:ED ~'/ I TH THE CREATIO~J 0F A ~IEH 
CO,:STITUT I O"AL ENTI,Y L1 f JKING THE SEPtlRATE COLOI~U::S Ul fDER THE 
t RT ICLES OF CONFEnER~rION. 



\ . 
# • 'dE Er~?HA<> I ZE THAT A SOLUTION TO Til: CONFLICT CA JNOT BE IMPOSED' 

Ofl At\Y OF T:H: SIDES. IT ·•1UST St f\CHIVED JY ~!F.GOTJ,\TION, 
.• . 1 '( EE'·1ENT Ar~D co·~s~NT /\'·10, G ALL THE PARTIES AND ThEIR POLITICAL 

l I" 

L .ADEt~S. 'IE !~EJECT THe AqGUi·1ENT THAT NORTHERN I RELA .• D CAN BE 
1 0~BED I NTO UNITY WITH THE REPUBLIC, JUST AS WE REJECT THE 
A:\GU'\:f~T TH;\T THE CAT:iOLIC '·11tWRITY IN NORTHER: IRELAr D CAN 
BE COERCED I HO ACCEPTAtJCE OF A PROTESTANT-D0'-11 NATED 
STATE. IN THIS RESPECT ''c '·IOULD 'I I SH TO RECO~D OUR GREAT 
AD;~IfATION M·ID 11F.SPECT FOR THE VIC\''S ~ET FORTH II~ ;'.N,EDITORIAL 
IN DECtr•1BER 0~ LAST YEA~ 'IH I CH t PPE.ARED IN THE CHURCH OF 
IRELArm GAZETTE, 1\ PUBLICATION OF o.~E OF THE MAJOR PROTESTANT 
CHURCHES IN I !"?ELAND. CAREFUL, C0'1PA.SS I Ot~ATE, Aim DEEPLY 
RELIGIOUS IN ITS ASSERTION OF BROTHERHOOD, THE EDITORIAL STATED 

_ THAT AS IRISH UNITY WOULD BE CERTAI NTY SO~E DAY, PERHAPS 
THE PRESENT \.'AS THE BEST T I "1E, FRO;~ THE POi NT OF VI E\·1 OF THE 
PROTESTANT MAJO~ITY, TO DISCUSS ITS I~PLICATIONS . 

' . 
WHILE CRITICAL OF THE f~OLE OF THE PROTESTAtJT ~~AJORITY IN THE 
PRE SEtH I ~;PASSE, \•,'E ALSO RESPECT TilE LEGIT 1'·1ATE COtJCERNS THEY 
HAVE ABOUT TH~ I R FUTURE A1 1D ABOUT THE PR?.SERVAT I OfJ OF THEIR 
IDENTITY lrl ANY FUTURE SETTL"-1EI~T. V/E \vELC0.1E IN THIS 
RESPECT THE co·~·H T!v\ENT OF EACH OF THE t-1AJO~ POLl TICAL PART I ES 
IN THE SOUTH TO ENSURE THAT THESE CONCERNS ARE RESP~GTED. 

\'.IE RECOG!~ I SE THE DIFFICULTY OF ..:.HEAK I NG DO\•/N THE A!~C I ENT 
FEARS AND PREJUDICES THAT FUEL THE CURRE~T CO~FLICT. 
I NCRLASINGLY, HOWEVER, OBJECTIVE ANALYSIS SUGGESTS THAT NO 
OUL Y THE LONG-RUN BUT ALSO THE NE.l\R-TERr'~ ECON0'11 C AND OTHER 
I NTERESTS OF THE ~..,t\ JOR I TY IN NO~THERN I RELAf'D !iAY \-JELL }3E 
SERVED ;1QRE APPROP11 A.TELY BY L II.JI<S '•II TH THE REPUBLIC OF 
I REUHJD THAI~ v/ITH G~~EAT BRITAIN . THE RAPID ECOU0\1IC GROWTH 
OF THE REPUBLIC IN RECENT YEARS HAS EFFECTIVELY CLOSED THE GAP 
BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH. 

THE E~1ERGIIJS RECOGNITION OF THE COINC I DENCE OF I NTERESTS 
BET .;EL11 ~ORTHER~~ IRELAND AND THE 'iEPUBL I C - AND THE DIVERGENCE 
OF I tHE RESTS BET\JEE!~ NORTHERN I RELMW ,um BRITAIN - IS ALSO 
TAKING PLACE AS A RESULT OF THE I NFLUENCE OF THE EUROPEAN 
¢(DR.i10N I XH£YEV8tP08NT$GELF I S GREAT I f'G NE'.'/ OPPO~TUtJ I Z I ES FOR 
r~ 
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WHICH ITSELF IS CREAT I ~G NE~ OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
I RISH DEVELOP ~E·:T A J~ LEtl.DER~H IP 1·~ t.VJ;JERil fUROPE. IT 'OULD' 
BE /', LOGICAL OUTGl'J':OH OF PRESIDENT CM~TEf~'S STATE'-1EI 1Z IN 1977 
FOR PIE V;lTE~ STATES TO JOitJ ',JITH !>f"< ITAit! :"';J THE EtJ:-/)PEl>-N 
C0\1~'1U: ITY TO P:10VIDt FIW;~lCIAL 0~? or:.:a ASSISTi\~~CE TO A u:~ITED 
IREL/d\D REACHED BY AGREEt·~E JT OF TIE PARTIES . 

THE \•JHOLc CM~ BE GiEATER Tl- MJ THE SU'·1 OF I TS PARTS . A \.;HOLE 
I RE:U\~m, ·.~ITH liJST ITUTIO·~· TIJ.f\f Ll.iK T~E PROTESTAtJT 
AIW CAT~')LI C CO' ·~··!UI,; IT I ES Arm THAT PROTt"CT THE RIGHTS OF EACH 
COt ~UNITY, CA 1 ; R IIJG G~EATER ~ENEF ITS TO BOTH PARTS OF T:IE 
DI VII'ED ISLA:JJ T'-IA\J EIT·~~-1 P,\F'T N'J'-1 Et~JOYS, AND t::!HAUCE THE Tv!O 
G·~EAT Arm PO•t!EfWUL TRAD IT I o;Js OF THE I R I SY PEOPLE. '.'IE 
rELIEVE THAT THE PE"O?LC A•.D THE GOVERt:: .t:NT OF THE UNITED STATES 
STAtm READY T') PROVIDE ALL APFROPHIATE ASS I STANCE TO ACH I EVE 
THIS lt~PORTAIJT GOAL." 

END OF i~F.SSAGE 
f·1ARGH 16 1979 . 
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, .VJE ErJiPHASIZE THAT A SOLUTION TO Tilt: CONFLICT CAmOT EE IMPOSED ' 
011 At-~Y OF T:1E SIDES. IT ·lUST Bt: I\CHIVED ny W=GOT I/\T /ON, 

• . I ~E['1ENT M'D COi~SENT /\~~O, . G ALL THE PARTIES AND THEIR POLITICAL 

r 

L ADERS. \'E f?EJECT THe A~Gurt1E JT THAT NORTHERN I RELA '!D CAN BE 
B')'·1BED INTO Uill TY WITH THE REPU:3l I C, JUST AS VIE REJECT THE 
A,\GU"cNT THAT TH~ CI\T:10LlC \1It·ORITY It~ fJORTHER IRELAi T) CAN 
BE COERCED I t~TO ACCEPTANCE OF A PROTESTANT-r,O~'" NATF.D 
STATE. IN THIS RESPECT I .. :i: 'IOULD '/ISH TO RECO!iD OUl GPEAT 
ADi·111 ATION Mm I1F.SPECT FOR THE VI[','S ~ET FO TH If~ l' ',tT ITORIAL 
IN DEC£t1BER Of lAST YEA~ 'JH I CH !IPPCARED I N THE CHURr,H OF 
I RELAI~D GAZETTE, A PUBLICATION OF O~E OF THE MAJOR PROTESTANT 
CHURCHES I N I f(ELAi~D. CI\REFUL, CO·1PA.SS I O:A TE, AND DEEPLY 
RE L I G I OUS I NITS 1\ SSERT I Ol~ OF BROT1iERHOOD, THE ED I Tor{ I AL STATED 

_ THAT AS I RI SH UN I TY 't/OUUJ BE CEKTA I NTY so· E DAY, PERHAPS 
THC PRESENT ',,'A8 THE BEST T I ~'E, FRO(~ THE PO i NT OF V I E\'I OF THE 
PROTESTANT MAJO~ITY, TO DISCUSS ITS I~PLICATIONS. 

. , 
WHILE CRITICAL OF THE ROLE OF THE PROTESTAtJT ~~AJORITY I N THE 
PRESErn I ~iPAS~E, V:E ALSO RESPECT TilE LEG I T 1'1ATE COtJCERNS THEY 
HAVE ABOUT TH~IR FUTURE A ID ABOUT THE PRESERVATIOr OF THEIR 
IDENTITY I ~J ANY FUTURE SETTL~E!~T. vJE \vELCO lE IN THIS 
RESPECT THE CO"'~ I T, ENT OF EACH OF THE ~1AJOK POll T I CAL PART I ES 
I N THE SOUTH TO Er~SURE TH).'T THESE CO:~CERNS ARE r~ESPECTED. 

,-.,rE RECOGI~ I SE THe: D I FF I CUL TY OF 3REAK I NG DO~lI'J THE Ar~C I ENT 
FEARS Ai'D PREJUD I CES THAT FUEL THE CURRE T CO~~FL I CT. 
I NCREASINGLY, HOWEVER, OBJECTIVE ANALYSIS SUGGESTS THAT NO 
Oi!L Y THE LONG-RUN BUT ALSO THE tJEAR-TERr·., ECOr';O\11 C AND OTHER 
I NTERESTS OF THE ~,1/1.JOR I TY I N NO~THERN I RElAr'D ~iAY \,:ELL BE 
SERVED ;lORE APPROP11 ATELY BY Lt W<S "/1 TH THE REPUBL I C OF 
I REUHJD THA!4 ',1 1TH Gf~EAT BRITAIN . THE RAPID ECOiW'-1IC GROofTH 
OF THE REPUBLIC IN RECENT YEARS HAS EFFECTIVELY CLOSED THE GAP 
BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH. 

TH E Er·1EqG I I~'3 RECOCN ITION OF THE COINCIDENCE OF INTERESTS 
BET~EE,~ ~ORT~ERN IRELAND AND THE ~EPUBLIC - AND THE DIVERGENCE 
OF I ~TERESTS BET~EEN NORTHERN I RELAND AND BR I TAIN - IS ALSO 
TAKING PLACE A~ A RESULT OF THE I NFLUENCE OF THE EUROPEAN 
«;!DKilGN l l)flVEVO~C3NTtSELF I S CREAT I f'G I~E\tJ OPPO~TUN I Z I ES FOR 
~ . 
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WH I CH ITSELF I S CREAT I ~G NE'} OPPO~TU~ITIES FOR . 
I R I SY DEVELOP 1E:iT ,... J~ LEADERSH I P I :~ :'10JERil EUROPE.. IT ·tOU LD 
BE A LOGICAL OUTGf(:)'!OH OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S STATE\·Er'Z I 1977 
FOR THE V:ITED STATES TO JOIN '.'11TH ! 1~ITf\lt~ i\i J THE ElH()PE.td~ 
CO·,HU :ITY TO P ,OVIDt FI;'~Id:CIAL or? :)T::=,~ ASSISTt\~~CE TO i\ U:JITED 
I RELA~:D REACHED BY AGREE~':E JT OF TH:: PART I ES . 

THE ~ 'HOLE CM~ BE GlEATER T~} IJ THE SU'·' OF I TS PARTS. A '';HOLE 
I REU\~'Dr '.JlTH IfJST ITUTIO:S TIJ!\T LI~-< TI1E PROTESTAtT 
MJD CATH')LIC CO···iUl!ITIES AIm THAT P10TtCT THE RIGHTS OF EACH 
CO 1 ~U'lI TY, CA I . R IIJG G:,\EATER ~F., EF ITS TO BOTH PARTS OF T:IE 
DIVIDED iSLA;O r-lAI~ ElT !~R p,\rT I~O . 1 Er,JOYS , A~m E:!HAt1CE THE T!O 
G'iEAT Mm PO"IEHFUL TRAD I T I OilS OF THE I R I s~~ PEOPLE. ':IE 
P.ELI EVE THAT THE PEO?L[ 'I .m THe GOVERI1 ~C:NT OF THE U'I I TED STATES 
STAtD READY T') PROVIDE ALL AP~ROPI: I ATE ASS I STANCE TO ACH IEVE 
TH I S H~PORTAlH GOAL .. " 

END OF t~F.SSAGE 
~<'ARCH 16 1]79. 
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