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• I TO HQ FROM \IJASH I NGT 

FOR ASST SECY AN FROM AMBASSADOR 

MMMEK"'1CL 

I ATTACH COPY OF LETTER rATED OCTOBER 17 FROM ASSISTANT ~ECY 
J BRIAN ATWOOD, DEPART~ENT OF STATE, TO CONGRESSMAN CLEMENT 
J ZABLOCKl REGARDING ZABLOCKI'S LETTER ON THE SALE OF ARMS 
TO THE RUC (COPY ALSO ENCLOSED) . THERE WAS MEDIA SPECULATION 
YESTERDAY, ESPECIALLY FOLLOWING REPRESENTATIONS JY REV 
MCMANUS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAD MADE A PERMANENT BAN 
ON SALES TO THE RUC . AS YOU CAN SEE , STATE DEP~RTMENT ' S LETTER 
COULD NOT BE CONSTRUED IN TH IS WAY AND WHAT IT DOES SAY IS THAT 
THE REVIEW ON ARMS SALE IS CONT INU ING . THIS POSIT ION WAS 
CONFIR~ED LAST NIGHT BY ROBERT FUNSETH, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF 
NORTHERN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, AT A MEETING OF THE CA~NEGIE 
ENDOWMENT WHICH I ADDRESSED ON THE SUBJECT OF ANGLO-IRISH 
RELATIONS . I U!mERSTAND THAT CONGRESSI'-1AN ZABLOCK I CIRCULATED 
THE STATE DEPART _ LETTER TO AMONGST OTHERS CONGRESSMAN 
BIAGGI AND THAT THIS OVERING LETTER MAY HAVE ATTRIBUTED MORE 
CONTENT TO ATWO ETTER THEN WAS WARRANTED . 

L__ ---- ------~ -- -------
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TO HQ FRm~ \IJASHIN~;~/ 
FOR ASST SECY N~~ FROM AMBASSADOR 

MM~1EKMCL 

I ATTACH COpy OF LETTER DATED OCTOBER 17 FROM ASSISTANT ~ECY 
J BRIAN ATWQOD, DEPARTMENT OF STATE, TO CONGRESSMAN CLEMENT 
J ZABLOCKI REGARDING ZABLOCKI'S LETTER ON THE SALE OF ARMS 
TO THE RUC (COPY ALSO ENCLOSED) . THERE WAS MEDlt\ SPECULATION 
YESTERDAY, ESPECIALLY FOLLOWING REPRESENTATIONS 3Y REV 
MCMANUS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE MAD MADE A PERMANENT BAN 
ON SALES TO THE RUC . AS YOU CAN SEE , STATE DEP~RTMENT ' S LETTER 
COULD NOT BE CONSTRUED IN TH IS WAY AND WHAT I T DOES SAY IS THAT 
THE REVIEW ON ARMS SALE IS CONTINUING. THIS POSIT ION WAS 
CONFIR~ED LAST NIGHT BY ROBERT FUNSETH, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF 
NORTHERN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS , AT A MEETING OF THE CAqNEGIE 
ENDOWMENT WHICH I ADDRESSED ON THE SUBJECT OF ANGLO-IRISH 
RELATIONS . I UNDERSTAND THAT CONGRESSMAN ZABLOCK I CIRCULATED 
THE STATE DEPART _ LETTER TO AMONGST OTHERS CONGRESSMAN 
BIAGGI AND THAT THIS OVER ING LETTER MAY HAVE ATTRIBUTED MORE 
CONTENT TO ATWO ETTER THEN WAS WARRANTED. 
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ANNEX 
I-----

• ' • OCTOT' U~ 17, 1179 

DEAR MR CHAIR~AN: 

I AM REPLYING FURTHER TO YOUR LETTER OF AUGUST 2 ADDRESSED 
TO SECRETAf~Y VANCE REGARDING THE S/1LE OF Am~s TO THE ROYAL 
ULSTER CONSTABULARY, FOLLOWING UPON MY INTER!~ RESPONSE OF 
AUGUST 17. 

THE DEPARH·1ENT OF STATE IS GLAD TO ADDRESS THE QUESTIONS YOU 
RAISF AND TO COOPERATE WITH YOU AND THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS IN CONSIDERING THIS QUESTION. AS YOU KNOW, IN LIGHT 
OF THE CONCERN THAT YOU AID OTHERS IN CONGRESS HAVE EXPRESSED, 
\•!E A'\E REVIEWING OUR POLICY ON SUCH SALES, AND FOR THE Tlr·1E 
P.EING \'JE Af~E TAKING NO ACTI01 ON EXPORT LICEt·!SE APPLICATIONS 
FOq A1~S SALES roq THE RUC. THIS REVIEW SHOULD FURTHER 
CLARIFY VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THIS MATTER. IN THE MEANTIME THE 
FOLLOWING RESPONSES TO YOUR QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN PREPARED. 

" ( 1) 1/JH/\ T IS THE PRESENT US AR ·1S TRJ\f~SFE R POLl CY \IJ I TH 
RESPECT TO GREAT BRITAIN FOR USE BY THE ROYAL ULSTER 
CON~TABULARY (RUC) IN NORTHERN IRELAND?'' 

D[C IS I OW; OU APPL I C1 Tl ONS FOR M~~iS SALES ARE 11A IJ[ Ot·J :· 
CAS E-BY-CAfE DASIS. AS A GENEqAL RULE WE WOULD APPROVE 
SUCII RE0.UESTS FROi1 A FRIErWLY ANI' DEH0Ci1:1.TIC ALLY. 
I ~1 t\DD IT I 01~, A Rtv1S SALES FOR THE RUC ARE CONS I DEREll 
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE FOLLOWING FACTORS: 

( 1) OUR GENERAL POSIT I ON ON t10RTHERN IRELAND OF 
IMPARTIALITY, OPPOSITION TO VIOLENCE AND SUPPORT 
FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT AS STATED BY PRESI­
DENT CARTER IN AUGUST{ 1177 (A COPY OF THIS 
ST1\ TE'· ~';: . iT IS f1 TT~\CHE D J: 

("') US GOVER~Jr··1FIH POLICY AND LEGISLATION \·!ITII PEG/1RD 
TO HUnAN R I Gf·ITS, 1:/H I CH CALL FOR CAREFUL COIJS I DE R­
ATIO~ OF THIS ASPECT OF ANY ARMS SALE: 

(3) OUR POLICY OF OPPOSITION TO INTERNATIONAL 
TERROR I Sr·1: AND 

(4) THE APPROPRIATENESS OF THE WEAPONS IN QUESTION 
FOR USE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. 
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ANNEX 
. -----

• • • OCTor U< 17, 1979 

f)~AR t R CHA I R~AN: 

I AM REPLYING FURTHER TO YOUR LETTER OF AUGUST 2 ADDRESSED 
TO SECRETARY VANCE REGARD I NG THE stILE OF ARr~s TO THE ROY/-\L 
ULSTER CONSTABULARY, FOLLOWING UPON MY lNTERI~ RESPONSE OF 
AUGUST 17. 

THE DEPARrr"Er~T OF STATE I S GLAD TO ADDRESS THE QUEST IONS YOU 
RA I SE" AND TO COOPERATE bIrTH YOU AND THE CO,~r~ITTEE ON FOREIGI~ 
.~FFAIRS IN CONSIDERING THIS QUESTION . AS YOU KNOW, IN LIGHT 
OF THE CONCERN THAT YOU A ID OTHERS IN CONGRESS HAVE EXPRESSED, 
WE A~E REVIEWING OUR POLICY ON SUCH SALES, AND FOR THE TIME 
BEING \'JE AI E TAKING NO ACTIOI 0,' EXPORT L1CEtlSE APPLICATIONS 
FOq J\'l ~·lS si\LEC' fOR THE RUC . TH I S REV I EW SHOULD FURTHER 
CLARIFY VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THIS MATTER . IN THE MEANT I ME THE 
FOLLO'.v I NG RESPOfJSES TO YOUR QUEST IONS HAVE BEEN PREPARED. 

,,( 1) \'JH/\ T I S THE PRESENT US AR ·1S TRANSFE R POll CY ~J I TH 
RESPECT TO GREAT BRITAIN FOR USE BY THE ROYAL ULSTER 
COd" TABUL,\RY (RUC) IN tJORTHERN I RELA JD?" 

D[C I S I OriS or~ APPl.1 Cl T 101,15 FOR R, is SALES ARE i AiJ L ml ;. 
CASE-BY-C cE nA . IS. AS A GENERAL RULE WE WOULD APPROVE 
SUC I REQUESTS FROi '1 A FRIEr~,,)LY ANf' DEi~OC,.ATIC ALLY . 
I! ADDITIOIJ , AR"1S SALES FOq THE RUC ARE CONSIDERED 
WITHIN THE FRA~E~ORK OF THE EOLLOWING FACTORS: 

(1) 

(?) 

(3) 

(4) 

OUR GENERAL POSITION ON NORTHERN IRELAND OF 
I~P~RTIALITY, OPPOSITION TO VIOLENCE AND SUPPORT 
FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT AS STATED BY PRESI­
DEln CARTER In AUGU T { 1177 (A COpy OF TH I S 
ST/\T[·~r::.H I~ tITTI\CHED): 

US GOVERIJ'v1F.i,IT POLICY AND LEGISLATION \'IITH .EG/IRD 
TO HU~'lA·J RI GHTS , ItJH I CH cr~LL FOR CAREFUL C0I1S I DE R­
ATIO! OF THIS ASPECT OF ANY ARMS SALE: 

OUR POLICY OF OPPOSITION TO I IJTERNATIO JAL 
TERROR I S ·1: AND 

THE APPROPR I ATENESS OF THE WEAPons IN QUESTION 
FOR USE I I' NORTHEHN IRELAND • 

EiFi 



•• 
. "(2) 

• 
DOES THE JANUARY 31, 197° APPqOVAL BY THE OFFICE OF 
MUNITION CONTROL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE OF A 
CO' 1rJ\ERC I AL LICENSE, TO SELL 3, 000 • 357 MAGNUM HAND­
GUNS AND 500 .223 RIFLES TO THE RUC, CONTRADICT THIS 
US ARMS TRANSFER POLICY?'' 

NO. THE RATIONALE FOR THIS APPROVAL WAS CONTAINED 
IN THE PAPER PROVIDED YOU BY COUNSELOR NIMETZ ON 
JULY 31, A COPY OF WHICH IS ATTACHED FOR YOUR CON­
VENIE~iCE. 

''(3) TO ~HAT EXTENT HAS US POLICY ON THIS ISSUE BEEN IN­
FLUENCED BY OTHER CONSIDERATIONS IN US RELATIONS WITH 
GREAT BRITAirJ?" 

~E OF COURSE DESIRE TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
GREAT BRITAIN, WITH WHOM WE COOPERATE CLOSELY IN 
DEALING WITH ~AJOR ISSUES ALL OVER THE GLOBE. ALSO, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR GENERAL POLICY OF OPPOSITIO~ 
T~ TERROR I q1, V/E STRONGLY SUPPORT THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS TO COMBAT TERRORISM. HOWEVER, 
OUi~ l'tA IN CmlCERN IS FOR A SOLUT I Ot-.! TO THE tWf~THERN 
tRELAND PROBLEM tiJH I CH IS ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH THE 
CATHOLIC AND THE PROTESTANT PARTS OF THE COMMUNITY. 

''(4) WHY HAVE THE PARTICULAR TYPES OF ARMS, DESCRIBED 
ABOVE, BEEN PROVIDED TO THE RUC?'' 

IT IS OUR U~~ i.J ERSTANDING THAT THE .357 CALIBER 
REVOLVER IS A STANDARD POLICE ITEM USED BY MANY 
POLICE FORCES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. THIS REVOLVER 
IS CARR I ED BY ~J\1\NY US GOVERNivJENT SEGUR I TV PERSONrJE l 
IN PERFORMING PERSONAL PROTECTION DUTIES. WE ARE 
I NFOR~1ED THAT THE 14EW YOR!< CITY AND \'/ASH I NGTON POLICE 
FORCES HAVE RIFLES SIMILAR TO THAT SOLD TO THE RUC, 
AND THAT SIMILAR RIFLES ARE ALSO USED BY MAJOR POLICE 
FORCES CONFRONTED WITH TERRORIST ACTIVITIES AND 
THREATS SUCH AS FACE THE POLICE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. 

'' ( 5) HJ1·1 DO TH CY C')t,1PLGv1ENT THE RUC 'S ROLE AS NORTHER 
I P.E LAf lD' S CONSTITUTED POLICE FORCE?' ' 

'·:E HAVE NOTHING Ot! THIS PO I NT TO ADD TO THE STATPJ\ENTS 
IN THE PAPER TRANSMITTED ~y COUNSELOR NIMETZ ON JULY 
31, SPECIFICALLY THE FIRST THREE PARAGRAPHS ON PAGE 2 
(SEE ATTACH~ENT 2 TO THIS LETTER). 
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• 
DOES THE JANUARY 31, 1970 APP~OVAL BY THE OFFICE OF 
MUNITION CONTROL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE OF A 
CO'1~~ERCIAL LICENSE, TO SELL 3,000 .357 MAGNUM HAND­
GUNS AND 500 .2?3 RIFLES TO THE RUC, CONTRADICT THIS 
US AR;~S TRANSFEr? POl ICY?' • 

NO. THE RATIONALE FOR THIS APPROVAL WAS CONTAINED 
IN THE PAPER PROVIDED YOU BY COUNSELOR NIMETZ ON 
JULY 31, A COpy OF WHICH IS ATTACHED FOR YOUR CON­
VEN I E~ICE. 

"(3) TO WHAT EXTENT HAS US POLICY ON THIS ISSUE BEEN IN­
FLUENCED BY OTHER CONSIDERATIONS IN US RELATIONS WITH 
GREAT BRITAH1?" 

WE OF COURSE DESIRE TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
GREAT BRITAIN, WITH WHOM WE COOPERATE CLOSELY IN 
DEALING WITH ~AJOR ISSUES All OVER THE GLOaE. ALSO, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR GENERAL POLICY OF OPPOSITION 
Ta TERRO't I sn, \IJE STRONGLY SUPPORT THE BR I T I srt 
GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS TO COMBAT TERRORISM. HOWEVER, 
OUR ,It,\ I N CONCERN I S FOR A SOLUT I ON TO THE rWRTHERN 
I,RELAND PROBLE~~ 'AlH I CH I S ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH THE 
CATHOLIC AND THE PROTESTANT PARTS OF THE COMMUNITY. 

"(4) WHY HAVE THE PARTICULAR TYPES OF ARMS, DESCRIBED 
ABOVE, BEEN PROVIDED TO THE RUC?" 

IT IS OUt? U~~DERSTANDING THAT THE .357 CALIBER 
REVOLVER IS A STANDARD POLICE ITEM USED BY MANY 
POLICE FORCES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. THIS REVOLVER 
IS CARR I El) BY ~J\/\NY US GOVERNMENT SECUR I TY PERSONrJE L 
IN PERFORMING PERSONAL PROTECTION DUTIES. WE ARE 
INFORMED THAT THE JEW YORK CITY AND WASHINGTON POLICE 
FORCES HAVE RIFLES SIt11LAR TO THAT SOLD TO THE RUC, 
AND THAT SIMILAR RIFLES ARE ALSO USED BY MAJOR POLICE 
FORCES CONFRONTED WITH TERRORIST ACTIVITIES AND 
THREATS SUCH AS FACE THE POLICE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. 

"(5) HO',.' DO THey c)r'lPL[iV1ENT THE RUC'S ROLE AS NORTHER) 
I RE LAf lD' S CONST I TUTED POll CE FOHCE?" 

I'JE HAVE NOTH I NG ON TH I S PO I NT TO ADD TO THE STATEMENTS 
IN THE PAPER TRANSt-1ITTED ~3Y COUt'lSELOR NIMETZ ON JULY 
31, SPEC I F I CALL Y THE FIRST THREE PAr~AGRAPHS ON PAGE 2 
(S[E ATTACH~ENT 2 TO THIS LETTER). 
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. "(C) 

• 

, ( 7) 

WERE ALTERNATIVE TYPES OF ~EAPO~S CONSIDERED? IF NO 
ALTERNATIVES WERE CONSIDE ~ ~D, PLFASE EXPOUND ON THE 
DEPARTi'~E ·JT'S DECISIOIJt-.OT TO EXPL0 1~E ANY ALTERNATIVES." 

OUi< RE SPOfJSES TO QUEST I m.s 4 AND 5 ABOVE I ND I GATE 
THAT WE D~<.: I DED THE TYPES OF \•/EAPONS LISTED IN THE 
APPLICATION FRO~ AN AMERICAN EXPORTER 1ERE APPROPRIATE 
M!D NEEDED BY THE RUC. · Tt~ERE \.·1AS THEREFORE NO NEED 
TO CONSIDER ALTERNATIVES. 

WE~E THE CITED ALLEGATIO~S OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
I i'J NORTHERN IRELAND BY SEVE~<AL I NTERNATI 01IAL ORGA-
N I ZN I ZAT IONS, I NCLUD I ~IG AMf'JE STY I NTERNA Tl ONAL, THE 
EUROPEAN CO~MISSION AND COURT OF HU~AN RIGHTS, AS WELL 
AS THE BE~NETT COMMISSIO l IN GREAT BRITAIN ITSELF, 
TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT BEFORE THE COMMERCIAL LICENSE WAS 
APPROVED?'' 

YES. t,!E FOLLO\.t/ THE HUf'-1AI! R I (1HTS SITUATION IN NORTHERN 
I REL/\ND VERY CLOSELY. '•/E REPORT ON THIS QUEST I ON Et,CH 
YE/\R IN THE ANNUAL COUNTRY HW·1AN RIGHTS REPORT TO THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. A COPY OF THE REPORT SUBMITTED 
TO CONGRESS LAST JANUARY IS ATTACHED FOR YOUR IN­
FORMATION. IN CONSIDERING THIS SALE WE CONCLUDED THAT 
THE BRITISH ARE TRYING TO MEET THE PROBLEM OF ALLEGED 
MALTREATMENT DURING INTERROGATION OF PERSONS SUSPECTED 
OF TERRORIST ACTS, AND THERE WAS NOT SUFFICIENT CAUSE 
TO l) I S/1PPFWVE THE J\PPL I CAT I ON. 

"(8) IS T~·H:J /11?:1:·) SALE/, TO Gf<EAT BRITAIN CONSISTENT 
1•'1TH, OR IN VIOLATION OF, SECTION 502B OF THE FOREIGN 
ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1961 AS AMEJDED?'' 

, ('1) 

THIS LEGAL PROVISION CALLS FOR DISAPPROVAL OF AR~S SALES 
TO ''A COUNTRY THE GOVERNMENT OF WHICH ENGAGES IN A 
CONSISTENT PATTERN OF GROSS VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED HUMAN RIGHTS.'' AS NOTED ABOVE, THE BRITISH 
GOVERNi·1ENT IS FORTHRIGHTLY TRYING TO DEAL \~I TH ANY 
Pf?03LP~ OF ~-1.ALTREI~H~ENT OF SUSPECTS IN NOFHHERt·! I RELMID, 
AIJD THE ALLEGATIONS INVOLVED INDIVIDUALS RATHER THMJ 
G0VERNMENT POLICY. WE BELIEVE APPROVAL OF THIS ARMS 
SALE WAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW. 

IS THERE ANY EVIDENCE OF PAST OR ONGOING DIVERSIONS 
OF US ARMS BY THE RUC TO PARAMILITARY OR OTHER EXTRA­
LEGAL GROUPS IN NORTHERN IRELAND?'' 

WE HAVE NO SUCH EVIDENCE. 

. , 

• 
. "CC) 

• 
WERE ALTERNATIVE TYPES OF ~EAPO~S CONSIDERED? IF NO 
ALTER~ATIVES WERE CONSIDE?~D, PLFASE EXPOUND ON THE 
DEPARTi'~ENT'S DECISIOI~f.;OT TO EXPL()r~E ANY ALTERNATIVES." 

OUi( r?E SPOfJSES TO QUEST I ONS l~ AND 5 ABOVE I ND I CATE 
THAT WE D!:C' I DED THE TYPES OF WEAPONS LI STED I N THE 
APPLICATION FROM AN A~ERICAN EXPORTER WERE APPROPRIATE 
MlD NEEDED BY THE RUC • . Tt-iERE I,IAS THEREFORE NO ~IEED 
TO CONSIDER ALTERNATIVES. 

WE~E THE CITED ALLEGATIOr3 OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
IN NORTHERN IRELA ND BY SEVERAL INTERNATIONAL ORGA-
N I ZN I ZAT I O(~S, I NCLUD I NG Ai-1r'JESTY I NTERNAT I ONAL, THE 
EUROPEAN CO~MISSION AND COURT OF HU~AN RIGHTS, AS WELL 
AS THE BE~NE TT COMMISSIO'j IN GREAT BRITAIN ITSELF, 
TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT BEFORE THE COMMERCIAL LICENSE WAS 
APPROVED?" 

YES. WE FOLLOW THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND VERY CLOSFLY. WE REPORT ON THIS QUESTION E~CH 
YEAR IN THE ANNUAL COUNTRY HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT TO THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. A COpy OF THE REPORT SUBMITTED 
TO CONGRESS LAST JANUARY IS ATTACHED FOR YOUR IN­
FORMATION. IN CONSIDERING THIS SALE WE CONCLUDED THAT 
THE BR I T I SH ARE TRY J NG TO r~EET THE PROBLE" OF ALLEGED 
MALTREATMENT DURING INTERROGATION OF PERSONS SUSPECTED 
OF TERRORIST ACTS, AND THERE WAS NOT SUFFICIFNT CAUSE 
TO D I SflPPfWVE TilE APP L I Cl), T I Oi~. 

"( B) IS T~110 ll'('i:) SALE/. TO Gf~EAT BR ITAIN CONSISTENT 
1"1 TH, OR I N V I OLAT I ON OF, SECT I ON 502B OF THE FORE I GN 
ASS I STAi~CE ACT OF 1961 AS M~E WED?' , 

,,( J ) 

THIS LEGAL PROVISION CALLS FOR DISAPPROVAL OF AR~S SALES 
TO "A COUNTRY THE GOVERNMENT OF WHICH ENGAGES IN A 
CONSISTENT PATTERN OF GROSS VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED HUMAN RIGHTS." AS NOTED ABOVE, THE BRITISH 
GOVERW·1ENT IS FORTHR I GHTL Y TRY I NG TO DEAL \" I TH ANY 
PRO~LEM OF MALTREATMENT OF SUSPECTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND, 
AIJD HIE ALLEGATIONS IIJVOLVED INDIVIDUALS RATHER THf}N 
GOVERN~ENT POLICY. WE BELIEVE APPROVAL OF THIS ARMS 
SALE WAS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW. 

IS THERE ANY EVIDENCE OF PAST OR ONGOING DIVERSIONS 
OF US ARMS BY THE RUC TO PARAMILITARY OR OTHER EXTRA­
LEGAL GROUPS IN NORTHERrI IRELAND?" 

WE HAVE NO SUCH EVIDENCE. 
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(SI GNED) 
J BR I1\N ATlt/OOD 
ASSISTAN~ SECRETARY 
FOR CONGRESSIONAL RELATIONS 

ATTACHMENTS 

+ + 

DEAf{ r~R CHA I R!"1A N, 

+ + 

THMlK YOU FOR YOU!~ LETTER OF AUGUST 2 TO SECRETAf~Y V/1NCE RE­
GARDI~G THE SALE OF ARMS TO THE ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY. 

AS YOU KNOW, WE DESIRE TO COOPERATE CLOSELY WITH YOU AND THE 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN CONSIDERING THIS QUESTION. 
YOUR LETTER IS BEING GIVEN CAREFUL STUDY AND YOU WILL RECEIVE 
OUR REPLIES TO YOUR QUESTIONS IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

SINCERELY 

J BRIAN A r~~/OOD 
ASST SECY 
FOR CONGHE.';S I ONAL l~f"LI\T I ONS 
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Z(/1lJT 
S II~CEREL Y 

( S I GNro ) 
J BR I AN A r"lOOD 
ASSISTAN~ SECRETARY 
FOR CONGRESS IONAL RELATIONS 

ATTACH~~ENTS 

+ + 

DEAf{ ". R CHA I R?1A N, 

+ + 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF AUGUST 2 TO SECRE TAf{Y VIIt~CE RE­
GARD I ~G THE SALE OF AR~1S TO THE ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY . 

AS YOU KNOW, WE DESIRE TO COOPERATE CLOSELY WITH YOU AND THE 
CO~MITTEE ON F01EIGN AFFAIRS IN CONSIDERING THIS QUESTION. 
YOUR LETTER I S BE I rJG GIVEN CAREFUL STUDY AIm YOU \'11 LL RECE I VE 
OUR REPL I ES TO YOUR QUESTIONS IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

SINC ERE LY 

J BR IflN A 1',\10 OD 
ASS T ~ECY 
FOR GONGRE;;:-, I Ot'JAL F~ [ LATI OilS 

~- - - -- - - --



... · · ' LETTER ADDRESSED TO: THE HONORABLE CLEMENT J ZABLOCK 1 
CHAIRMAN 

~ · 
• 

AUGUST 2, 1979 

THE HONORABLE GYRUS R VANCE 
SECRETARY 
US DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DEAR MR SECRETARY 

I AM WRIFING WITH REFERENCE TO OUR EARLIER CORRESPONDENCE RE­
GARDING THE RECENT SALE OF ARMS TO THE UNITED KINGDOM WHICH 
WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY (RUG). 

AS YOU MAY KNOW, ON JULY 12, 1979, DURING CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 4392 THE STATE-JUSTICE APPROPRIATIONS BILL FOR FY 1980, 
CONGRESSMAN BIAGGI OFFERED AN AMENDMENT TO PROHIBIT THE USE OF 
STATE DEPARTMENT rUNDS TO APPROVE ANY SALES, EXPORT, OR TRANSFER 
OF ANY DEFEfJSE ARTICLES TO THE RUG IN NORTHERN IRELAND. CONGRESS­
MAN BlAGG! WITHDREW HIS AMENDMENT WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT 
THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS WOULD CONDUCT A THOROUGH IN­
VESTIGATION OF THE MATTER OF U.S. POLICY WITH RESPECT TO ARMS 
TRANSFERS TO THE UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT WHICH WERE TRANS­
FERRED FOR USE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. 

ALSO ON JULY 12, 1979, DURING THE HEARING CONDUCTED BY THE SUB­
COMMITTEE ON EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST, CONGRESSMAN ROSENTHAL 
ADDRESSED SEVERAL QUESTIONS TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT WITNESS ON 
THE ISSUE FOR A RESPONSE FOR THE RECORD. IN ADDITION TO THE 
ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS POSED BY CONGRESSMAN ROSENTHAL, RES­
PONSES TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS WOULD· BE HELPFUL: 

(QUESTIONS LISTED IN MR ATWOOD'S LETTER TO CHAIRMAN 
ZABLOCKI -FIRST LETTER IN ANNEX) 

END OF MESSAGE 
25 OCTOBER 1979 
TIME SENT:::1525HRS~ 
5300G ESTR El 
440026 HIBERNIA 

---- -- ----- --~-- - -- ----- - --
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... . , LETTER ADDRESSED TO: THE HONORABLE CLEMENT J ZABLOCKI 
CHAIRMAN 

A • 

AUGUST 2, 1979 

THE HONORABLE CYRUS R VANCE 
SECRETARY 
US DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DEAR MR SECRETARY 

I AM WRI~ING WITH REFERENCE TO OUR EARLIER CORRESPONDENCE RE­
GARDING THE RECENT SALE OF ARMS TO THE UNITED KINGDOM WHICH 
WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY (RUC). 

AS YOU MAY KNOW, ON JULY 12, 1979, DURING CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 4392 THE STATE-JUSTICE APPROPRIATIONS BILL FOR FY 1980, 
CONGRESSMAN BIAGGI OFFERED AN AMENDMENT TO PROHIBIT THE USE OF 
STATE DEPARTMFNT rUNDS TO APPROVE ANY SALES, EXPORT. OR TRANSFER 
OF ANY DEF EiJSE ART I CLES TO THE RUC I N NORTHERN IRELAND. CONGRESS­
MAN BIAGGI WITHDREW HIS AMENDMENT WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT 
THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS WOULD CONDUCT A THOROUGH IN­
VESTIGATION OF THE MATTER OF U.S. POLICY vllTH RESPECT TO ARMS 
TRANSFERS TO THE UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT WHICH WERE TRANS­
FERRED FOR USE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. 

ALSO ON JULY 12, 1979, DURING THE HEARING CONDUCTED BY THE SUB­
COMMITTEE ON EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST, CONGRESSMAN ROSENTHAL 
ADDRESSED SEVERAL QUESTIONS TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT WITNESS ON 
THE ISSUE FOR A RESPONSE FOR THE RECORD. IN ADDITION TO THE 
ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS POSED BY CONGRESSMAN ROSENTHAL, RES­
PONSES TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS WOULD, BE HELPFUL: 

(QUESTIONS LISTED IN MR ATWOOD'S LETTER TO CHAIRMAN 
ZABLOCKI - FIRST LETTER IN ANNEX) 

END OF MESSAGE 
25 OCTOBER 1979 
TIME SENT:::1525HRS@ 
5300G ESTR El 
440026 HIBERNIA 
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URGENT 

C.318 

TO HQ . FR01·1 WASHINGTON 

q (( [ IJ1p.-f ··{l 
41N!V 

FOR ASST SECY NELIGAN FROM AMBASSADOR 

M'-1MEKMCL 

I ATTACH COPY OF LETTER DATED OCTOBER 17 FROM ASSISTANT SECY 
J BRIAN ATWOOD 1 DEPARTMENT OF STATE, TO CONGRESSMAN CLEMENT 
J ZABLOCKI REGARDING ZABLOCKI'S LETTER ON THE SALE OF ARMS 
TO THE HUC (COPY ALSO -ENCLOSED). THERE WAS MEDIA SPECULATION 
YESTERDAY, ESPECIALLY FOLLOWING REPRESENTATIO NS BY REV 
MC!·'IANUS THAT THE DEPARn~ENT OF STATE HAD MADE A PERt-1ANENT BAN 
ON SALES TO THE RUC. AS YOU CAN SEE, STATE DEPARTMENT'S LETTER 
COULD NOT BE CONSTRUED IN THIS WAY AND WHAT IT DOES SAY IS THAT 
THE REVIEW ON ARMS SALE IS CONTINUING. TtiiS POSITION WAS 
CONFIRME D LAST NIGHT BY ROBERT FUNSETH, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF 
NORTHERN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, AT A MEETING OF THE CARNEGIE 
ENDOWMENT WHICH I ADDRESSED ON THE SUBJECT OF ANGLO-IRISH 
RELATIONS. I UNDERSTAND THAT CONGRESSMA~ ZABLOCKI CIRCULATED 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT LETTER TO Ar•10NGST OTHERS CONGRESSMAN 
BIAGGI AND THAT THIS COVERING LETTER MAY HAVE ATTRIBUTED MORE 
CONTENT TO ATWOOD'S LETTER THEN WAS WARRANTED, 
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URGENT 

C.318 

TO HQ ' FRor·1 WASH I NGTON 
FOR ASST SECY NELIGAN FROM AMBASSADOR 

M'1MEKMCL 

I ATTACH COpy OF LETTER DATED OCTOBER 17 FROM ASSISTANT SECY 
J 3RIAN ATWOOD 1 DEPARTMENT OF STATE, TO CONGRESSMAN CLEMENT 
J ZABLOCKI REGARDING ZABLOCKI'S LETTER ON THE SALE OF ARMS 
TO THE RUC (COpy ALSO · ENCLOSED). THERE WAS MEDIA SPECULATION 
YESTERDAY, ESPECIALLY FOLLOWING REPRESENTATIONS BY REV 
MCMANUS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAD MADE A PERMANENT BAN 
ON SALES TO THE RUC. AS YOU CAN SEE, STATE DEPARTMENT'S LETTER 
COULD NOT BE CONSTRUED IN THIS WAY AND WHAT IT DOES SAY IS THAT 
THE REVIEW ON ARMS SALE IS CONTINUING. TtflS POSITION WAS 
CONFIRMED LAST NIGHT BY ROBERT FUNSETH, DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF 
NORTHERN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, AT A MEETING OF THE CARNEGIE 
ENDOWMENT WHICH I ADDRESSED ON THE SUBJECT OF ANGLO-IRISH 
RELATIONS. I UNDERSTAND THAT CONGRESSMA~ ZABLOCKI CIRCULATED 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT LETTER TO AMONGST OTHERS CONGRESSMAN 
BIAGGI AND THAT THIS COVERING LETTER MAY HAVE ATTRIBUTED MORE 
CONTENT TO ATWOOD'S LETTER THEN WAS WARRANTED. 
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