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• . 1 

This report is the first of ~\YO r .. ·;Jorl.s o[ a m~tjor study of 

atlituclcs in tbe Hcpuhlic rclatint1; lo the Northern Jrclancl problem. h this 

rcporL we have incluclecl, firslly, d;tb on choice o[ solutions to the problem - - -
in Northern Ireland, data on prc[crcPcc~ regarding Irish artcl BriLish Govern-· 

mcnt policies n.;~cJ claLa on attitudes relaLin" l.o p:1rtition, to the ln.l\ (lnri to 
~ ....__ __ - -- - L) -- -

l\'ortbcrJJ Ireland ProLesLant.s. We hn.vc rc:;;ervcd .l"or a sccoi1cl report data - ~ 

eo!lccrnin~.; aLtitudes t owC~rds the nature of Jri;,IJ ~,ocicty and, with tbC' (';,r_:cption 

of the attitude:; to :-.Jorthcn1 Ireland Protestants, just mentioned, data on int~r- ...... 

group aLtitudes. 

The Hrpublic oC Ireland sample consii;lcd o[ (n.} a n~1!ionv.' id~ 

representative sample of l'IG8 rcspom1ents; 0J) an "e;.;tra lsorclc.:r" sn.1:1plc o' 21:2 

dat;-~ collection in the J1cpublic of lJ cLwd \V!lS C<.llTiccJ o:ItiJy trained intcn•ic\\'C!'S 

of the Econon1ic and Social Hese~rc· h lnstilule, in July-~·;cplembl!r 1!! '7~3 . 

The CJU(' f:LioniJ8.ile, \':hich "· · ~s constructed on Lite l.Ja :: i c; c•r ~:n 

cxtenf>ive review of the literature, pilot tcs Unr; ancJ pre--testing, cmpJoyc:J :1 

vari eLy of ul LiluJe measurement tecllniCJUCS, ac!~roachill;; the subject Jl~Clt.t cr 

of altitudes Lo the problem in Northern Ircbnd at a number o[ diffcn: nt ~f!\·c·~s. 

Of parliculn.r importance in this regard is the use o[ m~!lliplc indic:·i.cr~~ OJ' - --- -
st_a_.!:_cm £1lls to measure certain key attitudes (aLtitude Lo p:nlilio::, Lo th•~ Il\1\ J 

and towards NorlllCTil Ireland Protest~mts). The fact that l.bc cviclcn~·c co:JC'(;l'J1itl~, 

the. c ntliluclcs co:1sists of more than one clement inc1·cases o~JC 1 S CO!J[idc:Jl'C 

in lhc fin:lings. /'. ftrrlhcr conscCJucncc o[ the v~tricL} and comtn·ehcnE;ive natu.1·c-

o[ tile tcclmiqtlc~; employed i~:, \\'C IJclic· '.·c, lhaL lh~ d:1ta do lliJ~ sim;>ly dC':tl 

with tran s ient opinions at o:JC po:nt in Lime buL can he c:;pcctccl lu rr':-lccL JIJOl't• 

clurablc and sl.:ll>lc: ~tttituclc: · <~nd orir.:nl8Liot!s . 

• . 1 

Thi s report i s th c firsL of ~\\'o 1 ... ·)01' (::; o[ a maj or study of 

alLiLucles in tbe Hcpuhlic rclaLine; lo (hc Northern Ircbnc1 problem. l!1 Lhis 

reporL wc have included, firsLly, d;~ol1 choice of soluLions Lo)lle problcm 

in NorLhern Ireland, d~La 011 pre(ere!1cC'~ reganling Irish alJC] BriLish Govcrn-· 

})1(; I1[: policies ni~d (btu on aLLiLud es relaLiJ)~ Co parliLion, to Lhe mA ~nd Lo 
'"----- - ---

l~orL11erll Ireland ProLestanLs. \Vc h:we re,sclvcd .1'01' a sceoiKl rcport dala - .... 

CO!lccrnin ~2,' aLLitudes to\V8rds thc nature of Jl ' j"IJ fioc icLy and, with tbe' (,;\('cptiol1 

of the attitude:; (0 :'lorthcrn Ircln.nd ProLcslanUj, just mentioned, data 011 intcr- ,.... . 

group attiLllclcs. 

The Republic of Ireland S:ll1lLdc COnSiijtcd o[ (a) a nrl1i onv.' jcl'~ 

representative samplc of 1'158 l'csp C!lllicnt.s; 0)) an "C;.;(.1';1 15onlc1''' s:-!lllplc of. %1:2 

data collection in the Hcpublic of lJ L'l~lWl W(1S cal'rkc1 O~lt I),)" trailled !lltcl'\'ic\\'crs 

or the Economic and Social Hcser.rc-h lnstilute, in July-f-;cptelll],er ] !~'i~L 

Thc qU(, E; tionll~ilc, wbich \\'(!.s const rucLcd on Lhe ba :;ir. (If ;,n 

extcl1 ~) i\'e revIcw of the literature, pilot Lc .:-;Linr; and pl'c·-Le stillg, Cl1 :p)llycd ;1 

vari.ety or ~dLituJc measuremenL Lechniques, ac!-;roachill~ tbe subject lll<lU C( 

of aLtil.udes Lo Lhe problem in NorLllCl'll Irc18J1cJ aL a number of diJ[Cl'{:, nt !f!\'C'L s , 

Of parlicui:lr imporLance in this rcgard is the Li se oC J11~IlLiplc indiC' :'i.c)'s ()J' --- - ... -

sLJl.g·J11£1lts to measure cerlrtin key aLLitude s (aLt.iLude Lo partiLio::, to LlI(~ ll\/~ 
) 

and towards NorLllC'J'I1 Ireland P1.'oteRL~1J1ts). The fact L1wL Lhe evirlen'.!c (,0:1('(;1'11 ill:, 

the, (~ nttiLucles eO:lsisLs of more tha.n 011e clement incrCfl!Ses O'1C'S con[ic!c:1L'C' 

ill the [ill :lings. l\ further consequence of the v~lrid) nll~l C'om[>l'ehclldvc 1l,1tUl 'C' 

of tile l(' c !Lniqllc~3 employed hi, \\'c IJclic" ;c , tbal. lhe ci:lLa do I](J~ f;im;)Jy dC':d 

with Lrall [; icnL opillio)ls at 0:10 po:nt. in time bu t c an he c~pecLcd tu ), ('; )( 'cL lilOI'(' 
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allituclc.s in til e Hepublic ur Ireland , L!Jis rcpm·~ ~thP co.tiaiuo; cutttpar.iso~ts \\'ilh 

attitudes in );orthcrn lrel;ml and Ctca! Brilnin ));u:;cd on evidence from surveys · · 

earricJ o11l at appt'•Jxima!cly the s;tmc lime (sec General Sumnt~try iur .J~tnils). 

/•, DTIIEF 0\'l:H\'IE\\' 

The majority view in the HepuiJlic of Jndnnd i s LIH~ t l' < t c lilion ~1 1 

nationalist one IJul within !his Jnajorily view thet·c a1 c both important \'ari<tlioll;; 

and significan'. polcnli;ll conflicls. The nalion~1list nspcct is f'\'idcnt in lhc GS p.;r 

ce11!. who choose some form of a unilccl Jrclan.J ;u>, for Llwlll, "the rno:·t nc:-cpl<thle -
nnd workable solution" to I he problclll in 1-JoJtlicrn Jrclancl, awl itt the 7:~ pct· t·cnt 

,.... 

who cn:lor~;e Lllc pulicy propos::l of lltJibLcr~li l~rili~;ll withdr~t'.\'; ll i.e. wilhclraw;d 

"will10·JL Llw consent of Lbe ;najoril:i in NnrUJcl·n In~lancl". Il is cvidcJJL ;tl~;o it1 Lhc 

facL that 71 per cent reject the policy propo3al of removing fro111 tlie HcpulJiic.:'s 

Constilulion what was cl c;s~_·riiJccl, in summary und :..:omcwhnt E,:ju!pliliccl [or•n, 

as "tile claim to Nul Lhcrn lrebncl". Finally it i ~; evident in llw Ltcl !k'tt, o:1 

7:!, per cent of the population in the J:cpu1Jii8 arc an! i-p[lrtil ionisl. 

The vari;ttion \\'ithin litis majo!·ity \'lew is c ·: icl(.;nt, for c~:anwlc:, 

in the fact !k1L some people arc more anti-partitio!tist than otllcr.s an I only 

GO per cent actu::.tlly indicate lhnt lhcy would vole ~o rcLain /u ticlcs 2 nml :3 

in the Con~. tilulion if a rcferc:1elum were held on the issue. A furth e r Cltlcl 

import<:Jtt c•;nn1ple of variation within the majority view is tll:tL the' Gi3 per 

cent \\'ho choose some form of united lrcland solution consists o[ 'J 1 P('l' <'L'Il( 

who choo~w a unitary united Ireland and 27 per cent v:he> choose a fcdcr~:l 

united Ireland. 

--- -- ------ --- -·-- --- --
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aLlitudes ill the Hcpuulic cJ lrclalKL Lhis l'epvl", ~d';(1 cUiliailJs cOlI1par i :-;v,ls \\'iLh 

aLtiLudc :; in ;,;o1'll1c[n lrul;ml alld ell';\! Brit:lill iJ;lf.;C'd on cvidcl1c.:c from surveys . , 

e~rricJ 0111 al appr,)xinwiely the S;lllle Lime (r;ce General Sllllllll~lry Iur .Jc:ails). 

P, DHlEF O\,EH\'IE\\' 

The majority vicw in the HcpulJlic of Ireland i,s LlJ(! I.r;\cliLioI1:1l 

nationalisL one but with ill [his JJ1ajol 'iLy vie\\' t11C1'C all' boi 11 imporL;llll \'ari ~Ili Ollr; 

and sig'niIic<llit. poLcnlinl con[]ids. The nalio!1;~ljst nspccL is c\"jdcnl in [hc' (i.Cl 1>,':: 1' 

cell!. wbo choose some form o[ a united Jl'clan,J ,I:', for Lhell), 'Iibe lno~'L ;l(.;ccpl;lble - . 
(lllcl workablc soluLion l1 Lo Ibe problem in POJ'LlicJ'n J1'elancl, and ill the 7:~ pC'1' ccnt 

who cn:!ori,e the pulicy propos:ll of 111Jil"i.lcrai .l~rj[id1 wiLhclru\\', ll i. c . \\'ifhcll':lv;;d 

"wHho'Jl Llw consent of the inajoriL:r- in Northerll Ireland ll
• lL is eviclclJl ;il~;() ill Lhe 

[act that 71 pc)' cent reject the policy propo3ul of n:'l1lOving [l'llJI1 Ll;(' He'public,l s 

Conslilulioll \I:hat was c] (!se rilJerl, ill Sll!))J1l8ry uncI ~;olllc\','hnl sjl1!plif icel [01'111, 

as I'the claim to Nortllcll1 Irelrll1d ll
• Finally i[ i~i evident in Llw f;lcl lhat, on 

a me;lSlIlC oC :!LLi',urJt' to pa1'lition, which was CJ,':I u [J'~ldiLi()n;d in it" (c.n')lIl1l:tI iOll, 

7:~ per cellt of the population ill the l:cpuIJli.c art.; ani i-pnl'Liliollisl. 

Thc vari;lliOll within lids majo!'iLy dc\\' is e:iclc.:nt, [or C):aml)lc! , 

in the [;lct lh:lt some p~ople are 11101'C anLi-pal.'LiLiollist lhan olilers 8n I 0111y 

GO per cent acLually indicate lhnt they would vole ~o retain /\J liclcs 2 ;llld :~ 

in the COlJ.<.tilulion if n l'efcl'c;)dulll were held on the issue. /\ fUl'!l h 'l' :1I1d 

imporL:1llt (~;('tl)lple of variaLioll within the l11:1jori.[y vic.:w is Lkll. the' (iB pcr 

cenL \\'ho choose some form of united lreland solution c.:onsists of ill P01' CL'll! 

who cho(x;c a uniLary uniled Ireland ane! 27 per cent \':ho choose a [eder~ll 

Lt tl Hed l1'c I and. 

'- - ----
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Poll'nlial conflicts bcl\\·~r·n aLlitLHic;:; ;n·c eviclcnt in the Ltel 

llJ;lt, \\'hile 7'2 [•l·~ · ccnl. cnrlor.sl.!d Lhc policy propo~;al o( unil;1tcral Driti:Jh 

\':ilbclla-. . al, CO·- 70 t1cr cc11t arc, i11 (J!J(' d c.:~~r .'C' <.>r :u1utl1cl', pt';:;sil1li s tic 

about the consequences or ~uch \\iLlJ:Ir; •wal ~llld in the fact Lh~11, \\'hilt' GS 

lJCr cent choo~~c a united Ireland f.olu: ion, 'i'·l :Jcr cent h;wc an att.itudc which 

is anti Nortl1crn Ireland Protestant. 

J n 0cldilion to dealing willl po! e;1Lial courlicls bel\\ L (' ll alLil udcs 

held by the ~:1mr> imli\·iduals, Lhc rcpo:rL nlso dl':1ls \\'itll conftic:L bd\\'ecn 

croups in tk1L the majority \·icw in Nmll!crn Irel~1nd is virtu~tlly the oppo~;itc~ 

of that in the Hc public in terms or boL!J choice of' solution and pol icy pre-
,..... 

ferenccs. ll is import:111t al.so to 110~e thC' fit:din;~; that such cpnflicl e:dsts 

r,ot ju .:: t bc:L\'>~.r · n p2oplc in lhc Hc·pul>lic :'.tl'l Northern Ire\; nd Pn1tc:-J~·ntc. ])lit 

that llwrc is collsiclerable Jiscrcpaney bctv.ccn Lhc views of pcop 1c in the 

lh:pulJlic ;-uvJ C~1lholics in 1\orlhcrn lrclaltrl. 

C'laboratk· t rt!l:l lhis will be set out under tile roilo·;;inQ; major hc;H lin:;f>: 

1\. C!toice o~ Solutio:1 

B. Preferences Hcganlin:?, Iri~; h ano nriLish Govcnnncnl 

Pol icy 

C. Gen"'r"l/\lliludc .::: (I o ParliLion, Lo llK~ ll~J\ nml t.ow:wds 

... 
Norlhern Ireland ProLc.sl.anls). 

D. J\tliluclc;:; ill Northern Ird~,,Hl: Compa1isons H'J~l Conln~;t~;. 

J\. CJJOJCT OF SOLUTION 

We have already sec:~ Lhat the G8 per cenL who cl1oosC' f;omc 

form uf ut1iled lrclan:l break::; do\\JJ inLo ,!l p(~J' cent choice u[ :1 unii:1J·y united 

J.relnnd ("No,·thcrn Jrcl:incl and Lll'' Hcpublic to 'mile, \\'lLh ClllC [~<hcrnmcllt''! 

anc1 27 per cent choice of a fcdcrnl unilcd Jrd;mrl ("NorllH' l'll I1 cl:mrl :ll·l Ll}l' 

• 
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aboullhe eons('lJlIcnce~ or sllch \\illJ :lr" .. \'al and ill thc fad ll1;1l, while SS 

{Jer cellt choo~; e a united Ireland f', olu: ion, 7,1 per cent. h;1\I0 an atLilur]c wllich 

(v ',: ~\~ __ ) i s ant i NortilCl'll Ireland Protestanl . 

~/ 
In 8c1diLion 10 dealillg with 1'o(e;1tial courlic;ls bcLwu:n altitudes 

held by Ihe S;lll1l; imli"iclunls, the n'porl [1lso dl'nis \\'jlh COJlftiC'L between 

croups ill lhat the majority ,'jaw in Northern Irel:md is \'irtu~tlly Lhe ()ppo~;il() 

of that ill Lhe HCIlUblic in tcrms or boLl! choice 0: solution and policy prc-

fcrcnccs . It is imporL:Ult also to 11O~e tb(' fii;din;:; that slIch ('(lnrlict e:dsls 

tiol ju.::t be;l\'\~: ( 11 p('oplc in L1IC Hc'public ~!rl Northern Irel: nd i'J'(ltc:;L;'nts bllt 

Ulat thr]'c is cOllsiclerable Jiscrr.:!nUlcy beLwecn the vicws of pC(1I,1C ill Ihe 

lkpu1)l ic nn'J Calhol ics ill l'orl hern Irel aJlrl . 

C'laIJol aLiL' I and this will be sf'L out uncler Ill(' rollo,\'iIli1 major h(,iHlin~~' ~;: 

.A . Clloiee o~ Solutio:) 

J1. Preferences Hcganl iJl:.?, Iri~;h <l1J(J ];l'iLish Goverl\mcnt 

Policy 

C . Gel1"ral i\ltiLuc1c.t:: (1 ,0 ParLition, to L1IC 1l~J\ ;lml lO\,;:1rcls 

Northern Ireland Pro~eslants). 

l D . JlJliLuclc::; ill Northern Ird~lllc1: COlnpmisons '1!J'1 COlJtr~I.-;ls. 

J\. CJJ()J~;r OF fiOLUTJON 

Wc hrtVC ain;acly seen tll;lL the G8 pel' cent ,.,.ho (']IOOS(, ~joll1C 

f or111 cl united IlcJanrl bre<lk~ dO\\'Jl into ·11 p(~r ccnL choice or:l UJlil:IJ'Y 11llill'd 

lJeland C'No"tllcrn lrt'lancl i1lld tlt(~ ncp~lblic In Imile , with (Ill(' ;~()\'cJ'nll1l'!ll") 

ancl 27 pc)' cent choice of re [eeler:l1 united Jrd:!Jlcl ("Norll}( 'l'l1 ! l'C l tllirl Hi,l U\(' 

L... --------
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HepuLdiC' lo unilc in a fcclcral system, lh~l is \':ilh slro:Jg regional go,·c·nJ-

mcnls for 1\or!lwrn lrd:m:l and Lhc 1\cpuL!ic a ~:; \\'ell as nn overall ccnLral 

g;on.:nuncnL''). This clwicc is rC':~1lcd lo lr; ,·cl of c Jucal.ion nne! urban 

rcsideJJt·e: lh~ higher the lc ·,·el or educaLion, lhc mon' frequent lh0 choice 

or a fcdcr:d form of :~united h·cland and resirl~:nts of urban areas arc 

more~ lil~cly lo selcC'L lhc fcucral uplio:1 l.h:.n are rcsiclC'nLs of rur[l] areas . 

A furth(~r diffc:lcnli:llion i11 rc :•anl lo the choice (Jl in~:Liluliun:\l form or n ,, . 

united lrC'bnd o:·ctl:l'S in that the l.wjorily or LlJo~~c \\ llo choose a Ullil:•ry llllilcd 

lrcl ~u1d chnn~>L' I'O\\'CT'-sharing as an :wproprintc form of govcrn!•~CJJL o[ Lll;t! 

unilcd Jrcl<lml. llowcver, ns indicated in Lhe te;:L, caution sllo·llr.l be cxcrci:-· r>rt -
in interpreting Ll1c r;igniiic<mce o( llti[; p~u I icul nr finrl in[~. 

The cxlenL uf LIJC consen:;us in lhc neJlllhlic of lrei:JJHl ;il n'r•;an! 

to choice o[ uniled Jrcl ~1ml :t.s Lhe mosl \'.·orl~ablc :llld acccplai> l e .:;oJution is 

emphasised by I he L!ct l!JaL Lhe L!Jir.J mo.::l frequently Jl1<1dc choice (:iflcr llJl! 

27% choice ur fl fc.:cl<lluni!ecl lrcland) is \':haL is probably the ncare.c;t thin;~ 

to a tu:itvl Jn la11d: joint conl1: ol c1f Norti1':J'Il lrclaJ''.I by Lhc British ;JIJ•l l1 i ~; h 

Government (11 per cent) . An indcpclldcnl :t'Torthc~1 n Ireland is ch1>.·.r;Jt !Jy 

J 0 per CCiJL. The oplion of NOJ·thcrn Jrelnnd rcmainill(i within ll1c.: llnil eel 

1\:ingdom with clcyol-,•('d govcr!2mcnt (wilh or \Vilbo:Jl pt>\\' er-s!Jarin~;l i:.; 

ChOSCJJ U.)' S per cent nnd direct rule from J onrJo•1 or [ull inl.::g1·ali011 into 

th e United Kingdom by .J per cent. 

.. 
The figure for support for devolved Grr.rcrnmc:nl wHh 

powcr-sharin;~ m~1y seem surp1 isingly low . lL must Le borne in 

mind, however, lllaL, as ll1c' qucsL'on wus phr:1sed. choice o( soltdion is con-

clitionecl IJy L\':o faclors. DL:volverl govcrnJllC'IJL \\·ith pO'.\'Cr-sll:uin:~ may fail 

to \'.'ill ::cccptability in lllC' Hcpublic or lrd:t!lcl IJcc:ltU3U it ill\"Ol\'l'{; LIH' Jll :Jin--

-----·---- - ----- -------~ 
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HCPllbliC' to unite in :t rce!C'l'~IL system, th~t is wjtb sll'wg rcgioll,tl GO '(,l'll-

1J)cn(s for l\orthcl'n JrC'l:Ill:1 and the HCPllL!ic ;IS \';clL as Cln o\'crall cCIlL)':d 

gOn.:J'llll1C!l1[1'). This choice is H':;I(C\:l to Lcn.!l of ( Jucatioll alle! lIriJol1 

rcsidcllt'c: ll~l' higher Lllc lc"et or educaLion, the lllOl'C frc..;qllcnt lhr choice 

or Cl feder;1[ forln of H united Jreland and )"csirl~'nts cl urbull areas arc 

morc! likely to sc.:lccLlhe fcucral (IPUO:1 t.h:.n are resiclC'nLs of rural areas. 

A fUl.'Lh(~r dirrC'tcntijltion ill lC~~tnl lo the choice cl illsLiluLiunnl form or it 

unitcd Ireland C)~'C:ll:t·S in lhal the l.l:ljorily or tlJo~.ie \\'ho choose a 1I1Ji(i'ry uniled 

Ireland chn[)~.;(' powcr-sharing as all approprialc! furm of go\'crJ1!J1CJ1L or lhat 

uni.Lcd JrclC"llld. lIowever, as indicated in the lc;J, (';Lution should be c;';c)'ci:'('i! -
ill i IIlcllJrcti Il;~ Lll C f) ign iiic ,111ce oC Lili[; pa 1 Lie u 1 ar [i nd i ng • 

Lo choice of unilcd Ircl:lnd :1S the 111051 \':o)'l~ab!c ,we! aecC'ptablc ,:;oJuLion is 

emphasjsed by the bet lbaL the tl1ir.J m03t frequently lllaclc chokc' (:dtcr Llll! 

27% choice c.l n rL,~cull 1I1lit~cl Ircland) is wbat is [H'obal'ly Lile nearest LhilJ ;~ 

Government (1.1 pc)' cenl). An indef1~l1dcl)t l'!ortht'l J1 Ireland is ChO,' (:l1 1)y 

J (J per cent. The OpLiOll or NOJ"thel n lrclnncl rcmaillilJG wiLhill 1I,c llnit cel 

cbose]J by S per CCllt und direct rule [ram J onrlo'1 or rull inlcg!'atioll into 

tile UniLed J\illgcl om by --1 pCJ.' ccnL . 

The figul'C' for support for clcvol,ved GO'/C)'Illllcnt with 

po\\'e]"-shnrill;~ moy seem SllrpJ iSillgly io\\" . It 11lll[;(. Le bOJ.'llc il) 

mind, how('ver, that, ns lk' quC'stion WDS llhJ'r'sed. choice of sollil ion is ('011-

c1itioncd IJ," [\,;0 [aclors. Devolved gOVCl'nlll('JIL \\'1ll1 po'. ... cr-sh:1rill1; may fail 

lo \'.'il1 r:cccplabilily ill llw HcplIbJie of ]rci,ll1d IY'(';ttl ~;c it inV(ll\'l':; lilt' 1ll:1iIl'-

- - -- - ----~----
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laiiJ:''lCC of !IJc link ,,·iLh Grc~1l1JrilaiJL ln ~~rl clilion, or aLLcnJ:t!ivc:ly, iL 

may fail Ull !he l'J"i!crion (l[ \\'Orkabilily. The falL or lhe P0'.\'('1'·- sh:tl 'ill[:', 
' '- - - ' 

. 
1.'\olllH'l'll lrcl:tnrl J->;ccuLi\·c in ::\Iay J !l/·1, lhc rc:su!Ls cl Lhe J !J't.> i-JorLhern lrcl:' ll:l·! 

ConsLituLion(ll Convcnlion, and LIJc f:lilurc lo a;~rcc on an inslilutiCinal 

accomlll0'1:1Lio•1 clcspiLe v:triotw informal mccLi:Jg~; :tnd o\·c:rlurcs in !he period 

IJc{\\·cen 1975 and 1078 may explain lhe low r:1L~~ oC choice o[ deYoh·ccl go,·cn:· 

menl \\'illl [101'\Cl '--SI!aJ·ing- as a \\'orl;;ilJlc soluli on. J\Jorcovt J' , ns dis-· 

ctu;sed in Ll'C lex!., other :n·ai!able ~>urvcy evidence cor.i.·obm·ate .s o·.1r fitdinL~;~ 

in regard to suppm·L for powcr--sharin6 dcvoln::! rl go,·crnmcnL wiL:~in Llw 

UniLC'd Kingdon, a~; a solution. IL should ho\\'cver lx ilt1lncdiall'ly etnphasi~ ·cd 

llwL Lhcrc is very \\'idespread supporL for L!Je implcmcnLaLion of po\\'cr-

sllarine; in 1\'orlhcrn lrcl<lllcl. E.lc:vcnly cigl1L p;.'J' ccnl. ~lgTce with lhc pro;H>:,:tl 
r -- ------, 

Lha.L 11 !1lc lri!'h (;o 'l'l'llmcnt blloulu int.iir:>L Lh~'( lite British illlplC'mCtlL powc~ ·-

sktrii1L'; in 1.'\orlhern lrclanrl 11
• The cv.idc"lC'C suggC' .,;!s LlJ :JL !llis is ~:upporL 

solulion. 

ln ;.rldilion to Ll•l) iSSlll' :o or conslilulional change ill !1 1 C HqJul; )ic 

an·l of uniL1Lcrnl Dr ilish wilhcll :1\\'nl fro:n Notlllcrn Jrel;wcl, Lhe rc.;scarch 

cJcalL willl a rattgc of oLllcr policy proposals. People in the Ht' )'UiJlic ~1rc 

np)n·o.:\iJIWLely c~vcnly divided on Lhc isf;ue of Llw lC'galizaLinn of divorce- a 

qucstjon whicll w~1s posed in Lhc conlcxt of sLcp.::: dC'signcd Lo ~ssisL i11 h1 ill[ ~ 

ing abouL a soltdion. ln line wilh lhc posiLion oulli11Ccl above, a n1ajoriLy 

(GD per ccnL) rejccL n policy of les~~ cmph~'::is oa Lhc goal of J'c.·unificnlion 

~~wl 78 per ccnL supporL ;1 proposal d Briti s h \':il Jvll·~t\';al \\·hich is lc~;,, ill1 lllccli~ILL! 

in ils fornnllation and which makC':; no rdcl' "I1C'C' lo unil:1lcr:;l ;tclion -· \\'i!lvir:t\'l:tl 

11 aL a fi:-;ccl dale in the [ul.urc 11
• We !J;tvc alrca,ly ~:ccn llwL, in rcspotJ'>~: In \'.l!<lt 

• 
I 

-
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lai!J:"lce of 11le.: link \\'ith Gre~IL lJril:lill. 111 8dclilioll, or aLLcl'Jlali\'c:)y , iL 

. 
1.'\01 Lllf'rll lrC'I:lIl f l F~;()cuLi\"C' in ~Jay J(J7·1, the resulLs cl L1w J~)'I') NOJLhcrn IJ'eI:'IJ~ l'! 

COJlsWut.i(lIl~1 COJ)\'cIlLioll, and tile f:lilul'C 10 a;~rec..' 011 an ill SLilllliolla l 

aCC0ll11l10'.I;ILiu') despiLc v;lriolli; in(Ol'lllal mccLillgii :i1Ic! o\'(; rLu)'(:s in the period 

1)('L\\'ceJl 1975 and H)78 may explain the low nL8 01' choice o[ dc',o!\'ul g-o\'cnt, 

mcnl \\'illl po\\'cr-,sku'jng- llS n \\'0) )~;ilJlc soluli O!1. J\JOl'CO\'( ), :IS dis-' 

ill rcgard 1'0 support for powcr-s)w.riIlZ dc-voiny j !!,"U\'C'rlllllcllt wjthin the 

UniLC'J KingdoJ'i, a~3 n solution . It should however bc: iltlJl1C'diotdy C1I1ph:1!:.;ii'C'tl -
that Lllcrc is very \\,idesprc:tcl support [or thc implcmentation of po\\'cr-

sl1:ninc' ill l\orlhern lrr.blllcl. f.lcvenly eight p~')' ce111 [l!{lCe willl (ile [lrc'i)()~,:ll 
,. - ~ 

that "tlle Iri sh (;D\'('l'llmeI1L ~boulu insist ti1:,[ lite British ilnplC'mcllt po\\'c~ '-

solulion, 

In ;.rldiLioll 10 th~ issl1l' ~' d constiLu(ioll:11 eh:\ll;~e ill the HCIJl;/ ; 1 ic 

an' l of llJlil;ltCl':11 DriLish wiLhcll:1\\';JJ [rom Northern lrcl:wd, thc resc(ll'cb 

dealt \vitl1 a r[lllge of other policy l))'oposals. People in (he llCI.'uiJJic :11'(' 

npJ)l'();iJ'lalely (~\'enIy divided on the iSfal8 or thu iC'galiznti(lll or divorcc - a 

question whicll \\'as posed in Lbe context o[ step.:: d<:signed lo assist ill hJ ill r~-

ing about a SUlll(ion, III line with Lhe position outl,illccI alJovc, a majori!,y 

(GfJ por cent) rejecL [l policy of l ess Cmph[l:;js 0:1 the goa l o[ )'('lll1i[ie:!tion 

[ll1'1 78 p CI' cClll f:l1pport n proposal or British \','[1 hdl'<l\',al ",11,iCh is le~;" iJllJllI.~d i[llL! 

IlaL a fi :;ccl d;ltc ill the futu)'c". Wc Iwve nlH'ady ~:eCll LlwL, in )'rspolI',(! If) \ '.[';11. 
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we ha\ c tenner! the pruposal of unilateral Brit isl1 wit!Jclr~l\\'::1 ("The Bri!isl1 

'lhis figure for SU['porL fo~· unilateral \\'iLhdrawal f,llouid be r:cc 1 

per cent belic•\·c that such witbdr~\\'al ,,.c,uld lc~c.l Loa nct;otialcti s~ tll(~J,ICnL :11Hl 

GD per cent feel Lhal it \\'c:IId lc;1cl Lo a great jp -.; rca::;e in violct~ce. Colllhiiling 

..... 
this dnta leads Lo the conclu;:;io!J Lhnl GD p21 cent of people arc p ::s~im i sLic :ilJo·.t~ 

the consequence~; of \\'ilhdraw~~t- J 1 per cent sayinr~ tile situ;;tion will rcJnain il ' ' 

it is, 37 per cent seeing ~t great increa~w in \'iolcncc anl 21 per Cl.';ll sayin;~ th:.t 

it \':otdd karl to ill! cYcnlual scttlcmc•nt L•ut that ll1c rot•!e to thi~: would he a ~n :•l 

illCl'('!l '~(' ill \'i:lknc.:c. 1 fO\\'('\'('J' LhC''i(' {lt'~;!:>imi c:t ir' r•:-:pcctati ons of 

!he conscquc·ncc '~; of J~riLi !:.h withdrawal ~1ppc:1r I o lx· discounLc'l !Jy :1 s:1b.'>l :tnLi:d 

pro;)ort ion of pc•op!e when iL comes to c·.·:pH·~:sing a prcJc reJJCC f Oj' (he policy. 

Suuscqucnl a1wly.sis (pre~;cnLcd in ~·cclioll JV)) alJCl ~;·Imma.·izcd in ~;eel io11 VC) ct•n-

firnwd this illlli illrli t.:[JI cd th::L the p! dcrctlcc· for llllii:JLcral Drili.sh '' ithdr:t\\·;:l ii; 

co: ;• lilioncd J.lOrc lJy Lhc :JU.iLudc or ~nli-pa1 Lilioni~~Jn ll1iln by p ::rccpLjon c/ the 

conscquC'nces or withdrnwal nnd Llwt rcl aLive wC'if~hl of the L\\'o f~H.:tors in qu c1.Li Oil 

Sll2:~jC[ Is lhal Lhc lack of f:1vourablc conscqucn(:cs is tolerated lwcnu ~,c (lJC polit-y 

..... 
i:; in aC' . onl with Lllc basic tenet of onti-p8rtilionif;m. 

P rd ere• nc c.> ] ?c!~ a nl i 11!~ Sccur i L v Pol i c v ----- --· -· -- ... ·---·-- -· - _ .... ___ -·-

Jn r<'[';[tnl lo prcfc'J'c•n r·cs in !he arc" of sectP ily policy iL wns 

c(lnsiclcr<d.ic•n :;, Liley C'lluld 110L si111ply bc inlcJ preted ;1s ~Jitilu,Jc:o Lt• llw l!~,\ :1s !·tiC' h. 

Our UIJCling s in rcg<Hd to aLLiludC'.o to th e.· lHi\ ;1rc stJII1lli:tri:·<'d )):~low. lJC' :;pik 

Lhc gcncr:tlly ;Jc!mo\\·lcrit~C'd slrin;~r'•H.:y nf lrish Covc:rnnwnL .'.ccurily J) l) ikic.;, 

-- - ----
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\\"C Iw.\ e teJ")l1ed the pruposal ur unil:1t era I Brit isll witlld r:1\\',\1 ("Till' Bril i~11 

c.;O\'C rllI1lCnt Slldl d,J dcclarc their intelltioll to \i ithcir:\\\' \\"lICt!:C)' tile wajurity 

'1 his fiU,Ul c for sUI'port fo _' unilateral withdrawal f,]lOUid be r:C(" l 

\\'iLhdra\\'al. ,,'hilc' 71 per ccnt SUPPO~"t th(~ policy of Jjl ilish withtlr;l\i',ll only 'J:; 

per cent bcli('\'c lhnt sllch withdr(lwal would le:ld to a Ilcb otiatcd S'2t tl(~J'1cnL ~ll\(l 

50 per cent feel that it \\'o:dd lC:1d to :1 g)'caL jn c rca~;e in violel!cc. COlllj)iililll'. 

this data lead s to the c:onciu[)io!l th;)t CD p21 (,('llt af people arc p;;ssimisLic :tlJO'J~ 

tile conscCjllCl1eC~; of \\'Hhdi'(l\\'~ll - ] 1 p c )' cenL sayin;; tile situnLion will l'C1J1ain :1 0, 

it is, 37 pcr cent seeing :1 great illl;r(';I~'c' in \'i olcl1cC :ll1:i 21 per cI'nt s:lyi llt~ th;.t 

it \,,'ould lend to all c\'cnl.ual seUle)))('nt lJut that 1118 )'(Hl!e Lo thi~: would hc :1 ~J'( :,t 

pr(J;Jorlion of people.! \'.'hel1 it com('s to ('\p]"(;~;Sillg a Pl'dCl'CIlCC [Uj' the policy. 

Suut:l! qucllt <lnnly.sis (presenLed in ~;(;eticl)1 IV)) alJ(\ t;',lmm;vizeJ in ~;(·('t iOI1 VC) (,(111-

firllH'r l this ,Imi illrlicated r.h::t the [11 dC),C'llcC' for 1I1Iil:ltC'lal D)'iti.sll \\'illlcll :1\\-:,1 is 

eor:, litloned J,101'e IJ'y lhe attitude or ;1Jlti-pal'Lilioni~:lJl tiJ:l'1 by P::l'ccpUon c/ tile 

consequences c/ wiLlldrnwal and Llwt reI aLive \\'('jf~bt of thc two indal's in qll ('!~li 011 

"U~~jcds that Lhe Inc:k of f:1vourabL ' consequences is tolerated h(!cnm,c the polivy 
,..... 

i::i in a(' , on\ ",j(h Lbe basic tcncL of ;ll1ti-p:1l'ULionif;m. 

P1'(:ferC'll ccs ] 1('!~ardjllf; SCClI ril\' Pol ic V - --_. -.---.--~---.-- - --"'----,-

In r('~~I1'(1 to prcfc'n'IH'<.!s in the are:l of SeClJ1 ity policy H was 

(,Cln s idcJ'ni.iol1 '; , tilc\' ('cluld llllL silllply he inlCJ prclL-cI ns ;ilLill:,](':, tt' thc: 11:,\ (IS :;lIcll. 

~-- -----
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uf CO\' Cl J!llH'Jif • ;d.nvs;; in this arc:1 or on a prcfc:: c•JlC'C for ~~n cn~n tuu~~lwr 

policy. The pc•J ccplion Lll:1l the lri~: h c;overnJ; :c nl is ;.en!; in rcl;1l.lon lo c:w 

at:pvd of SC'Ctl rily pulicy (cross Dordo !' sc~curiLy) j[; fairly p1 C'V:dcJJL- ·1 G P'-'r ct.:nl --
Lakinr; lhe view th~L "Lhc Irish GovcJ lllllCJ'~ is nuL doing its bcr; l lo ensure lh:\L lhc 

U1.i\ is t'twb!(~ lo opcratv from lllc.~ J::c·puiJlic's sided the Donlcr" . llo\\'f'\'CJ' LIH 

picfcrcnc··:> lor ;1n e\'Cll loughc:r polic:,· - pby a role in rcl:tlic:l to lhc prdc1 uH·c 

f o1· "a l oug')Cl' 1 inc", 

Uwt Lhcrc is l::s1; suppml for a tou;:,IJ{'r <UJLllH,\ policy to be~ undertaken hy fl' -

The cons! il1ltion:1l clifficul! ic:s ··::hicll su1-rouJ · ! the i~;~;t:(; of e;:fr8-

mutiv;!lioi! i~s an is1;uc ·- a post seale mcnt ;JJm:.· ~:ty by the lri~;h Cu.'l'1'11 Jllenf :1nd 

polific,\1 moli\': lion-- opinion in the I~ ( [Wl>lic i~; so1nc•\\h:tl 1nurc clc:\'Tut. J'i(ly 

five ucr ce:J:L :-;upporl lhe <unncsly proposal :md GO per cent lh8 po!ilic::tl sl:\(l ; s 

JJlolivalinn, an :1clu;)l political role for l!Je lH/; i~; noL accepL~- 1 by pcuplL~ in L!J(.' 

J:q)llblic. Tbc cliffcrencc is narrow (-lfl per cenl a:~ain::L ·1-l per cenl in favot'i') 

in Ute c:-tsc c{ lhc prOi'Osal th:Jl the> JlriLish Government. ~, IJ(Juld Jlt:goti~·le dirccl!y 

with the JIV\, but more clearcul (GI; per cent <1t~ain::;l Lo 3D per ccnl in ir~vo·n·) 

.i\s nlrcndy indicnl cd, these -=-

rcf;ponscs r:ti:-:c j';lthcr than :tns\\'C'l ' 'JllCslions ;i!Jot!l ;Jttilur!c to lllc llU\. :1:; such. ----------- ------ - -
This isslJ(' i~; dealt \\'il ll in Sccli on f\.r o[ tl:e rep en f. \\'he·]'(.' ru:tr :tlf il udC'~i o!' 

centr:tl inlpoJ'l~Jncc (:1ltiluclc to p:11 l ilion, L\\'o l\['Cs of :!llifJJdc lo Lll(: 11~,\ :11td 

j 
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cl Cm' Cl ,!11lf'1 1f "( ; d . lh't; " il1 (his arc:1 or on a pJ'cfC':.' c'JlC'c for ~ln C\"(~1l (uu~;hc)' 

policy. The P(!J'ccpLiolJ thal (he 11'L=/1 (~overllrJ 1C IIL is '.,(!:!k in 1'('I[1!.lon Lo v:w 

:t13;1vcl of sc'cul'ity pulicy (cross DOl dc'!' s (~ (,llriL.\') j~i fairly PJ ('v;llclIl - ·jG p (! r CCIlL 

Lali.inf, lhe vic)\\' lklt "the Irish GO\'Cl'lllll(~ l'. is !lut doing its bc~; ( to f'nSlIfC lb:lt lhe 

1111\ is tlllabl() (0 opcra(t' from tlie )\c'!lllblic's side d lile Border" . llo\\"C'\'cr tile 

pj cfcrcnC'c for :1)) c,,'ell loughcr poJic.'; - pl'l} a role ill nd:l(iC':l to 1Il(' prdcl t '!lCT 

lhrltlllcl'C is less support [or Cl tou~:,1Jcr Rnli UL\ policy to be: undertaken hy 11 1-, -
lJl'ilislJ (JO"'C),111l1C'nL. 

The const itllLiolWL dHficul! ic:s ... ·. llicil Slll-rOlll ; ] thc j :;~;l'e of (';;1 )'[1-

politic,l] nlo[i"; llivn·· opinion in (he J~ ( lwl>Jic i~i SV 1)1c'\\!1al Illure C1C~I:::Cllt. Fifly 

five /lcr cC'l~l :-; upp0l'L lhe ~lll1ne.c;(y propo~al ,md GO pcr cent Ih~ polilical ~}t:ILI'S 

P1'OP(.'S::I1. Wllil.,,; Lllifj data Sll~':;fjCSts (he acccpL:!llcc or Lhe nol ion of pU,Li l j~~\, J 

))I()[ivalioJ1, ::Ill ::IcLunl political rolc for tlJe Di/, i~; not acccpL~' by pcepll' jn th(' 

}:cpllbUc. The diI'feJ cncc is narrmv (rH) pCI' cC'nL Cl:~aill;1 ,H pc]' c(>nL in [aV()!'i') 

wiLh the mA, hut marc clcarclIt (S(; per ccn( nt;aillbL La 3D pcr cenL in [rlVO'll') 

1\s ;\ll'c:,d" indicnt cd, lhese 
J -=--

rCfiponf-; C~; J'ai:-:c r:1L!l('J: I kw :lI1S\\,(,I ' (jUe::-;Liulls ;;i)(ll'l :1[[illlr!C to I Ile nu\ :\'; ~;lIC'h . ---------- - ---- ---

Tilis is!-,11(' i~; dealL wit h in Section P,T (J[ lhe l't'pol'f \\'he'J (' rU: ll' ;1L1il lJ(1('~; (l!' 

centrnl inlpuJ'l:II1CC (<lLLilllc!C Lo pal I ilion, L\\"o l."[lC's o[ ;!llillldc lo tllc: 11~L\ :11\.1 
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nlli!urlC' lm.,·an!s Northern Jn·land Protcsl:tllls) :trc idcnlifictl and discus:;cd. 

;\::. indic;dcd ahcJ\"1.', Lhc use uf more tlt:tll one pic·ce c/ cvidc;Jcc lo measure 

cnch of Lltcsc nLlilcHie-; c:Jilanccs o:1e's confidencC' in !he \':lliclily of Lhr• resulls. 

PHOBT .EI\l 

i\Uiludc to P:trLil ion 

Our measure of atlilucle to paJ·tiLion is mueh 1norc lhan an 

allcrnalivc expression of choice of a united lreland. l\Incle up o: E>ix slalenwnl s 

in all, il contains assertions such ns 11 Lhis is an island :mel it cannot lJe per-

m:uwntly pnrli~i once! 11 nncl "Lhe sooner we gel the idea that Uw North bel ongc-; to 

us out of our heads the beller". Tk•s it strongly cmpllnsiscs tht' lclTilori;tl 

aspect of reunification nnr! lhcreuy expresses a ecnlrnl nspccl of tracJilion:tl 

nalionalisl thinking in rclnlion to Northern lJ cLUJd. We lla\'c ;ilrc<H.!y adverted 

to the f:-:.c~ Llwt 72 per cent arc anti-p:ll'Lilionist as we have mc:c:;urcc! this alLil:..:de. 

i\ fttJ [1··:- r J S p··r ccnl ~re neulr:tl :l'J:l onl.Y J:l per cent adu:1lly reject the lr;cclil.ir,nrd 

:111Li-parliliunist ouLloJk. Jlowcvcr iL is ~J[;o impmtanl lo note Lhc vari:1tio11s in 

Lhc in(L:nsily of anli-parLilionism- rou:~hly spc;!l:in;;, 27 per c:ctcl ar(' f;liglllly 

aJJii-p:n·tiLionist, 27 pe-r ccnL mo:ler:tl<'ly so <lnrl 18 per ccnL slro11gly anli-p:trlilio:JisL. 

i\nalysif:> of the rcl:tLionship IJdwcetJ aLLiLudc to partition and chuice of soluLion 

indicates that Lhcse variations have al least one illlporL~tnt cHcd. JL cmc1·gcs f1·um 

such analysis Lhal Lhc clwit·c of a federal form of n uniled Jrcl:ttld is rcla!c:d to ;1 lo\\'Ct-

dcgn'e of anti .. p:ntil.ionisJJl :lllcl thus it would appear lhat such a choice is not ~:ccn :-ts 

nn nllcrnalive mcntts or achieving Lhc origin:1l anti-p:ulilioni .. t pro;~ramme l.1t1L 

J"('pref;cnls D reappraisal or basic olJjcclives. 

Dcl;\ilcc! analysis o!' I he rcspo:t~;cs to five slalcmc:nts nw:c::uring 

alliludes lo lJ,c !Hi\ indic::tled that Lite nLLiLudc in question ,.,·:t~; Lwo ditnc:nsiotl:tl 

-------- ---------------
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j\::j inciil';t!cd n/),,\'I.', the use uf morc titan onc piecc 0: c\'idcilC(' to nlcaSlIrc 

cncb of thcse ntlitIIC/e,-; Cilh:1tl(.'cs o:w's confideJlC'C' iJl [he yn]ic1ity or thr' results. 

PH013T ,E fl.l 

Altitude [0 ParLit ion 

Our llicnsure of ntliluc1c (0 paj ' litiQ:1 is much lJ10rc than an 

altc1'n:lti\'c cxpression of choicc of a unitcd lrcland. I\Jncle up 0: six statcJl]cnt s 

in all, iL cont aills :J.sf:;crtiol1:; such as llthis is an island ~U1c1 it canllO( })C pcr- --
lll;lJlCnlly parLiUoncc!11 nml lIthe soonc1' we get the idc[\ that the N'olth bc]on;~t-; to 

us out of our heads the bcLler". Tll~IS it strongly cmplln.siscc:; (hc' (elTitori;i1 

aspect of rellni[ic:lllon awl (hcrcuy cxpresses a celltrnl aspect of trac.lilion:d 

nalionali sL thinking ill relation to Northerll 1) cLuJd . We lH1\'c ,t1l'c;ldy adverLcd 

to lhc f:lcL lIl<1t 72 PCI' cent are anli-pal'tilionisL a::; wc 11[l\'c me:,:;u)'cc! this altilc:dc'. 

A fll) [I· ,:, ], ] G P '1' ccnt n]'c lleuLr:ll n'l ,1 only]:! per cellt adu:llly reject thc (r:lcliLirl11ri.l 

nnti-p;lrLiLiunisL ouLlo~k. However iL is al:;o impm'l:UlL to nol.e Lhe variaLioJls ill 

lhe inkll"iLy of :lIlLi-parliliollism - ],()lI:~hl.\' spe;ll~jn:~ , '27 per CCII! :1r(' f, li gltl ly 

:1JJLi-p:Il' tiLionif'L, 27 pe-r cCIlL 111o:le)'a(']), so and 18 per eenL s(rollgly anLi-partiLirnisl.. 

Analysis of Lhe rciatiunship IJdweelJ altitude Lo pa)'ULioll ancl choice of soluLion 

inrlicnLe :. thaL Lhese variations have aL least onc illlporl~lnL erred. lt eme)'gc's frol1l 

such nnalysis ll1nllhc chni('(' or a federal form of a ulliled Jrel~ll)d is related LO;1 10\'.'el_ 

degree or nnLi·-p:ll Lit iOlli~JJJ and Lllus iL wOlllt! appear that sueh a 'l1oieC' is not :-:eCll :-IS 

rIll 8iLcrJl:ILivo meallS of aclJicving till' origin:)l anLi-p;ll'LitionLL pro;~J'illllme I)IIL 

n'pre~;c_'IlLs [! reappraisal or basic olJjc<.:l Ivcs. 

DcL'li1ecl analysis or I he rcspo:I<;CS to five SL:ltclllcnLs lllC:I! ;uJ'ing 

attitudes (0 tllC lHi\ indie:1Lod that tll(' aUilude in Cjllcstion "":lE; (wo dilJlc'nsioll:ll 
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Yt'l~~~~~~!Ul~~ .. :.!_!__i~ and !he second is ,\l!iLud<' lo ]1~ .. '. ?ll•1!i\'f•~;: ~' ' lliiJ;Ifl,\· \cn.u.•; 
---- · - ---- - - -- ---- -_.J -·--"---- · --

Hcjcclion. 

The irlenliJic:tLioll ;;nd mc:tsurcmenL of these L\\'O di~, u,,cL types 

of aLLil ude is of enwial import;,ncc in :1~;scssin~ aLiiludcs lo Lhe InA. i\l!iludr 

to lR/\ :lcl.!_yJ.lit'!-1 is a clear ancl un:1mbiguous mc:1sure. Given Lhc n8ltlrt· of lilt! 

nllilucle in question il is ncccss;Jry to IJc parlicl'larly careful and prr•-::isc in 

discus~i''~~ ils di~;Lribulion. The majorily c'~ pC'opl.e (!.iJ per C'Cnl) :nc CJi)!Jo~; ccl Lo 

W1\ ac!iviLies as\\'(' have measured !his ;1Llilude. i\ further lU per cenl arc 

n~utral. ln regard to Lhe remaining 21 ()(!l' cenl support for IH1\ net ;vit.ic~;, it -
should fi rsL of all be noLccl ! haL this inclnclcs 1:3 per cent who a1·c td igh! ly suppm I i·,·c 

<--- ___...::--- --.. 

as again st 8 per cent mo:lelalc:ly Lo t;lrongly supporl.i\'e . This ha\ing IJec·n s;ticl, 

Lhc sL:1rk fad remains llwl. 2J per cenL of Lhc pc~l:tLion _cmerr.sas bving· in~-

degree surJpor-:t \'C in Lilcir alli! ucle /to JHA :wli\·il ies. JL should also be emph:t~; i ~· c.::l - -----
lb :tL \IT li .tVe no cvidcncc Ll_:i:L an aLliluclc of ~;uppot· L for JlV\ ~tetivilic:.;, ;1s wc ha\'c 

me~1sun·cl it, lc:1ds l o any conC'l cle n~, by way c)[ monclary conlrilJuliolJ!; en· 

wllatcH!r, in r.;upport of Lbc eamp:1ign of lhc lHi\. The eonLcxl in \\'hicb t!Jc~. · 

figun'!' fur atliltlde lo JH1\ :tel ivily ((i 1 per ccnl o;Jpo:; iliun, J 0 per ccnl nculr;dil \' 

nnd 2J per cent support) should be iiJlerprcLed is LllaL !IK·sc attiLudet; arc parL uf 

th e ovcral l npvroaeh o( people in t!Je Hcpubl ie Lo Lbc .l\'o1l bern Ire] and i ssuc . 

i\s such iL musl be acl~nowled:':cd tllal, on this e\·iclc·ncc, opposilion Lo lHJ\ 

<:clivilic!; is noL ovc1whclming and certainly docs not malcll Lbc s !r on;~ opposilion -
so ofl(!ll a1'licuialc.:d by public figures. 

Support for lHJ\ activities is quilc cle,tl.'ly a much more hnrcllinc 

alliLudc Lhan sympathy for 11~1\ moli\·cs, and, Llw:.Jgh !he Lwo may often be 

posili\·c l y rd:ded they c:tn a l ~;n run in contrary directions. E\'iclcnlly some 

rcspunolcnls condc:nm Lhc (lCLivif.ics or lhc JHA \\hile Sj'lllj.'a:llisillg \ ·.ilh their 

aims ni,cl nJoLi\cr;. Failure Lo Llr;u Lhis in minrl i:1 ]'l'fl c:c..:Liilg on Ll1<· daLa \\'oulrl 

involve a serivus m.!sinlerpl dalio:1 of Llle figure of '11 W't' cent ~ ·~ Y"'P;llh_y for 

"--'------ -----

-u-

H'l~~ll~ ( 2L'p(l,~,~)~ :llld (hc sccond is .il! iLlH](' 1 0 ll~/\ :;\In( i\ ' r'~,: ~"lll,);d 1,\ ' \ cn,lI~; 
--_ .• --~ --.- --- __ I ~_ .. ~ ___ : __ 

nC .icc (j on. 

The irjen( iJieaLioll :ill<J J1lC:ISlll'CmeIlL of (hesc Lwo di .<, LiI!cL lypes 

of aLtiI ude is of clu('ia! ill1po)'t~'Il( .. '(! in :1~jSCSSjll['. at! iLudcs lo Lhe InJ\ . J\( li udr 

lo IHJ\ ;ll'Lj~~Uh's is a clC"al' and un:lllllJiguow; measure. Givcn the !18!lIrc~ of !!tu -
nllilude ill queslion iI is nCCCf:;S;lry (0 l)c parliC'l'lariy cardul and prr'(;isc in 

disCllssill~~ iLs clj~;LrilJulion. The majorily (,~ pC'opl,e ((n pcr cCIlL) :FC Oi)PO~; (,'d lo 

}HJ\ ae(iviLies as W(' 11:1\'e measured (his 'ILLiludc . J\ further l!J per ccnL :lrc 

l1oulraJ . ]n regard lo Lhe remaining 21 [1('1' celiL supporl for 11<}\ nel i\'iJic~;, il -
should firsL ot' all be lloLed (hal Lhis incllldes ]:1 pcr cel.L who arc t3lil,;h(ly f,uppor!iv(' 

'"- ----- --. 

as againsL 8 PCI' ccnl mo:lcr:ILC'ly La ~;(l'ongJ.\' sllpporl.l\"e . This haYing l)cC'1I said, 

lhe sLark Lwl rcmaillS (hol 3J per ccn!. o[ Lhe POPUl:tLiOll eJl1clT.C as IJt'jn[~ in ~ - - - --- - -- .. 

cl~c sLi[Jpol'm'e in tileir aLlilllclu'1o JHJ\ :lc.:li"ilies. 1L should also I)c CJllph:I~; i ~'cd - -- ---

me~lsl1),('cl iL, lerlcls f 0 any conC'l~e ndiol1:" hy way (,[ monclary COlltl'ilJllLi()ll~; ()) 

whatevcr, in supporl of L1lC camp:1 igll or Lhe 1111\ . The contexl in wlJich l!1l'1 , . 

[iglll'<.'~' fur atlillldc la J)'1\ :lcli"ily ((;1 pur celll O;)I)Q;;iLiull, 10 per ccnLllcl1tr:Ilil\' 

:lncl 21 PCl' celll support) should be illlcrpreLct! is Lkll lll('~; c altiLudes arc Unl'!. ul' 

t he overall npl).t'u(lch of people in lIlC HepuiJlic La Lbe 1\'01 1 lle1'l1 Jl'CJ,1I1cl isslle . 

J\s suciJ it mllst be ;tckllowlecl:,;ct\ tilal., on this C\'ic!C'llCC, opposilion la IHJ\ 

::cli\'ilit~; is noL o\'clwhclllling and cerLainly does noL match Lhe strong opposilion -
so ofLcn Cl 1't icuinLc.:d by pub li e [i g II res . 

Support [or IHJ\ acl ivilics is quiLe cLC,ldy a J1ll1cil morc h:ncllinc 

aUillldc Lhan sympal hy for 1111\ mul iYCS, nlHl, Lho:Jgll (1)(' L\\'o 111:1) oflc'll be ----'-
posili\ 'c l y rc 'hled the) C;ll1 :1 1so ru)) ill cOl1lr:1l'Y direc;liOlls . E\'idc.'IlLly SOJ1le 

responricnts cOlldellll1 lhe nc;liviLics o[ the jnl\.. while sYJllI'a!l)isillg \\'iLh their 

aims ;1I,c1 mUli\·('f; . F;lilul'e Lo 11(':11' this in Illilld i:l ~·('fl<.:cLillg on L1l(' dnLa would 

involve a suriCJuG ))i!sinLcrpl clalio:1 oC the figure of ,11 pr'l' cent ~~.\',"p;llhy (0), 

------ -- ---
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TnA ~110! iyc~:_ ns SUJl[l(ll'L or symp:J!hy for tlic: 1n 1\ ns such . IJowcvc1· nt'iliH.:r 

to rcunifil'alion. The items mcasurin12; the allilu~lc CtJcomp:tss ngn·cmcnl. with 

tbc aims (plur~ll) o[ the JJL\ ~tnd the' rdc'l'C..llCC LCJ p:1l1 iollc :lil'l ideati~d ic cktrac-

Le1 i s! ics. ll is therefore genuinely an aLtitude to tile JlU\ awl the JJlOSl ;;:1Lis-

On l lli s ev id c ncr:, a pluraLity of respond en U; 0 2 

pc·r cc1d) S_\'ll1Jl:!!ilisc \':il!1 lhe mo!iw~s of the JlU\, 2G p::.:r ccnl arc nculr:JL on 

Lhis dintcn~,ion :u1cl a minority (:J·l per cent) rej•..;cl · lhcir mo!.ivcs. To repeal r~ 

point nwde in regard to aLLiLuclc ! o llU\ nctivitks, Lk~sc nlliLu lcs siloulcl b~: secll 

ns 811 clement or people's approach to the Nortl.crn Irel :md pro1Jicnl and as!;essC'l -
as such. i\l!alysis of !he relationship bc!wccll a!Li!.udcs anrl policy pr~:fC'r<>nccs 

shows th:tt an alli!uclc of sylllpaLhy for IHA mo~i,·cs docs m:ll~e a distinct an·l 

inrlc:pcnd ent co:1trihu!ion Lo peoples prcfcrenec·~- in lc:la!ion !o security policy. 

I\lolCo\·cr sympathy for moLi\'cs m;1y lead to ;tn a!!.ituJc o( support for ~cli\'ilicf; 

ancl, in so far as it cines, iL prc:sent~; n problc·1n for 11olitic;t! ancl opinion lcar!C;r s 

eoncc.;n,cd tu ccndc:n1n JHJ\ ;~ctivi!.y :m·l dimini~ h support fu1· it. 

'lhe foui :;, :~1d final :llliLu·lc iclenlificd :1nd mca~;uJ·ed in lllis w:1y 

prcvalr·nl aLtitude is one o[ o~)po~;iti O'l. Seven' .r foLll' per cent arC' o?' Lllc anti 

Nor! l1erJJ lrcl:lnd Protestant side of the mid-point, 18 per ec'nt neutral :~tiel o:tly ..... 

7 per <..:<!Ill LH o. While ilm:~y uc ;ngucd thaL tilis distribution of a!Liludes is a 

pro.lueL of [H c\·a iling political stn•cturcs , il must nl.so be seen a~> r~n olJ~!;Jclc 

Lo E;ignificant political overtures towards 1\0lLllC'l'n Jrelan!l Protcstrttl!~; on tile 

-10-

rnA mo( i:~~~ ~IS sUp[l()] L or symp:l!hy for L!IC 111J\ tlS such . J1(j""C!\'Cl nci[IJC:J" 

Lo l"cunilil'a(ioll. 1'11(! items mcaslIJ'inl2; Lhe nHilu~lc ('IlCoJl)p:t~;r, ngl ('CIllC'l1t with 

Cel i.sLics. H is thureforc gcnuinely all altitude to !.lIe ]HA alld the 1110::;[ ;;:ltiS-

OIl (lJis 8vidcnc(!, a plurality of respondcnt.'; (12 

1'('1' cCloI) ~.\Jl1p'!(his(' wiLl! Lile moli\'(~s of Lhe JJ:}\, 2G pC..'r ('Cllt arc llC'utr:ll 011 

this dilllcnsion ~Ulcl a minority (:3,1 per ccnL) rcj'.!ct their lllO(.iVCS. To repeal [l 

point lll,ldc in n~gard to aLLilude lo il{l\ ncLiviLics, 1I1CSC aLlilu ']cs should k~ SC('l l 

ns (111 element or people's approach Lo tbe Nortl.ern Ircltll1ll prol)lcl1l and :l:;:;es~icd -
as such. AlJalysis of tite relalion,llip be!\\'CCll atli!.lldcs alld policy Pl'~:rcl'C>nC'cs 

I;ho\\'5 lh:IL an atLitude o[ sYlllpaLhy for lJ\/\ JlHl~j\'CS does J1l:d~e n ui~;[i!1cJ. :111'1 

jn,1C:{ll'll'1ent cO!ltrihutiol1 La pcoplcs prcferellcc:' in )clatiol) to securiLy policy. 

1\101'00\'('1' sympntlly for moLi\'C's may luau Lo :tl) at(j(uJ(! or fiupporL [or ~CLi\'i[jC1; 

ancl, ilJ so fnr as it does, it pn.!HeJlt~; [l p1'o)k1l1 for politic:!! alle! Opillioll ]('aricrs 

concurncd tu ccndc:ll111 IHA ,~cti\,jLy :111'1 dintillj~b supporl fur it. 

'llw [0,) '1 ~;1 :~ml final :d,tiLulc identificd ~ll1d Jllc:l:;uj'cd in this \,;:lY 

preya 1(~l1l atLilutlc is onc of O;)p()~;iLi O'L Sevell'.r fuur pel" cell( arC! OJI Lile ;1l1ti 

Norlilel JI lrdal.d Protestallt side of Lhe mid-poinL, 18 per cellt neutral :111cl 0:11y .... 

7 per unllL [HO. While it mny uc :uguccl Lh:J.t tiJis distril.ll'tion of MLifucic's is a 

pro:lud of prevailing political sLn'cLurcs , it mllst rllso be seen a~, nil ol)~f:lclc 

Lo fJignj[icnllL poliLical overtures !()\\,anls J'olLllcrn Ireland ProLcsL;lI1tf; on tile 

part of tll ~' HqJllillic or ll'elanrl Clncl therefore' ilfi nil oiJsLClclc 10 )'ullllirj(::ltiull 



• - J] ·-

GiYcn thr· illlporlancc c>f Ll1e four :rtli t uclt"s jusL m1f lin r_·d i! is 

.1\TTJT! iJJi ·: s 1\~:D : : c~'l ;\1 , DEili :J (~ l:i\PJlJC /\l'-:11 J'Cll JTlC' ;\1 . llJFI : J ~ l\J ·: J\ Cl'~~ ____________ ____ :_:__; ___________________ ______________ -- ---- -- -

A con~i~;lcnL pattern is found on Lllrcc of !he [our :1Uitudcs in 

quc~;Lion (aLLilwlcs Lo partilion nml l1olh lHA aLLiLth.lc ::; ). AnLi-p:trLilionism, 

SuJ~porl for IJ:A aC'liviLies and symp;tl.hy for JH1\ moLin~s is r,rc:ller amonf-!; 

wen than among women, :tmonG' lhose of rural raLl1cr than uL·unn n.:~idcncc:, 

amonr•. older (10-J) rcr;po:ldcnLs and ~1mong Lhose of lower occLtp:tlion:1l slalut; 

aml lower level of educnlion . The f'ourlh af.liLudc (1\LLiLude Lo No1Liwrn JJ <'l0tld 
..... 

Prokslanls: PJ o \'Cl f;us Anli) varic~> only with :1[~C ~1ncl ].)c[•secn l!Jo:;c \\·iLIJ 

Lllird level and less Llwn Lilircl lC\'Cl education-- younger people and Lhosc ,.,jfh 

Lhircl )('vel cclucalio:l (two calcgorie~; \\'ilh consir]('r:tblc ovcJ·l:1p) IJ~!ing- l ess 

c•p;1oS1. .1 ! o J':orLIJcrn Ireland J>rolest :1 nt.s . 

Aflilwk ~ ; ;1nrl J)!ffc:1 encc· ~; uf Hc !irriron 
-- - - - - - ·--- - - ·--- _______ __ _ _:_:_u_ ·--

Consis!C'nl dir[ercnce .s c.tl c found IJ~: L\':ccn C:1Lh olic-s anrl J>rol' s f:Jnls 

in the Hcpulll ic on all four altiludcs IJuL il is noL<lbk Lila!, Llwu:~ll Prof csf :llllf; in 

t!Jr~ Hcpublic :u c Je s s nl'g:,Livc in Lhc.:ir :lLLitudc ~; to\\': :nl Norl.hcl'rJ Jrclawl J'rolcf;lanls 

tl,;m Catholics in the Hr·public, their aver;1gc E~corc c1:1 Lhe ;tlLitur.le i:> slill ::;li~ld ly 

nbovc llw mitl-poinL, on a scale on \\hich a high sc0rc inclicalcf; opp~~ :; ili()n lo 

Northern Ircl:mu Pr olcst.nnls . 

Turnin g Lo the a1·en o~ poliLical attcnt i.on :1ml lllvolvcmcn!, one 

fiuds lh:1L, in gcncr['!, lllnse who ;1 J'L' more intcrcstul in politic:--; <ll1Cl in\·c.dn'd 

in political di ~;eus:-;io: 1 :llld lhosc' \\'llo an) mu1c allcnti\'c t.o polifi<;;ll c·onJJJlllnic:lfion 

Lend to be mur<' anli--parl.if ionisl, lllOl'C .suppc•l tivC' of JH1\ :IC'fi viUc s , more 

.sympall]('lic lo JH/1 lllol.ivcs and mo1 e oppuscxl to Northcl'll lrc:l:JIHI I>rok:.l:ln!::. 

The main c~;vcplinn lo this gencr:Jl i :;. :1t ion i~; Lll: ·f ~~rcall'1' ;J(fcnfion Lc> f<'il:\'il;ion 

L___ --

• - J ] ,. 

Gi\'CJ1 lhr.! il11[><'rlancc d 1I1c [ollr :lllitlHlvs jU I-:iL o~Jf lillr.'d it is 

All it II cl (;;"; a nd ~(lI' i:1I :111' I ])r.'IJHf~r :1pll j (' 1) i rr (;)'('1)( cs ______ . __ J _________ . __ . 

A consif;lent paLlcrn is foulld on lhree o[ lhe fOllr :1ltiludos in 

CJu('~ ; tion (aWllldes Lo parliLion <1l1cl Ilol11 lBA aLLi.Llldc::i). AnLi-p:lrLiLionis))), 

Supporl for IJ1A adivilics and symp:llhy for H{J\ moLin.!s is tJ'c:llcr a!))oJ1~ 

l11CIl lhan among womcn, [tmolJG' lhose of rUl'ail'aLI1c:r lltan uriJ:11l rCf;ideJlcc, 

a])lOnr~ older (10+) rc[;pondcnLs anu among Lhose of lower O(;Cllp:ltiOJ1nl slalll~; 

cud 10\\'01' level of cuueaLioll, The fOllrlh nl.Uludc (l\lLiLudc Lo Nortllern hc!l::nc! 
~, . 

Pl'oLt'sl:lIlls: PlO \'Pl SllS Anli) varies ollly with ar~e Hne! I.~cl\\'cell lho:;c will] 

Lhird level and less t1WI1 lilird lo\'el education .- ),oungc'j' pcclplc ~ll)cl those \','jf h 

third l('vel cducalio:l (I \\'0 calegoric.'; \\'ith Cllllsirkrablu ovcJ'Jnp) I) ~'illg less 

C'p;10Sr ,110 io)'UlCJ'n lrci:lItrl Protcsl:lllls. 

Af f illl ll'~' :11](1 J)ifr(~J (,l](,(:~, (lr Hcli"jr'll - ,- ----- - -- .--, -.--.-----~- --

COllsistenl cl irCel'cnces arc found k{\':CUl C~llhoJ iC's and J>rIlL ( si :tJlLs 

in lhe HC'plIhlil' on aJJ foul' altitudes JJUt it is IWL;lbJc tlt:t!, lil(lII :~1t Prole,sf:tlll:; ill 

tll(~ Hcpublic ;nc less lll'g:lti\'C:! in Lhl'ir i~tLi(llclc :; Lt)\\'fll'd NurLilel'lJ ll' ('lallrl jlr(\le~;lal1ls 

(I';ln Catholic [, in Lhe nr'public, their aVCl'~lgc seore tl;l Lhc altiLudc i~~ still ~li~}Jf ly 

flbovc llw mid-poinL, on a sc:lIc on \\!Jich a hi~!,h score illclicaLc~; opp~;:;i[jf)t1 Lo 

-Northern Ircl:tmj Prolcs(.C1nLs. 

Atlillldn .:; :111c! ))iff( ']'('I1(,cs in Politic;,1 }\((cn!.i\'('tl(':j[, 

Turning Lo Lhc area o~ political allcnlioJl ;l11d illvo1v{'mcl1~, onc 

fiurls Ih:tl, in gcncrnl, lhosc who ;1l't' morc illlcJcslul in pol i(ics ,lwl ill\'Ol\ ('~I 

ilt polilical di:;('ussio'l :lilt! thost' \\'II() arc ))1Ule alLellli\'c Lo (J o}ilic:lI ('0I11111lll1ic:tlion 

Lend lobe l1tOfC anti·-Jlar[ if ionis(, IttOl'C SlIP]>C,1 live oC Jnl\ :IC(i vilies, 111O, 'C' 

sympiltllC'lic lo 1nl, 1ll0!i\'l:S and l1)OI(' oppusccl (0 NorLilcJ'll 11 C'l:lIld I)r(lf~ ':, l:llt!~; . 
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and radi o current aHnin; pro f~ l'<lll l lt1 es i s not a .:;:~oc iakd " ith I;l'C:Jte l' s uppn rl. 

for JR/\ acli \' i !y . 

.1\tti! ucl c•s :111 d 1\c\\sp;1 t1cr Jk ad (·r ~: ), ip - ----------~~·-·--------· . ~ 

ln !he :1 J'(!<l of ll C'\I."S J> OJl C! J' COi1:; 11l llpLtOil, it iS tl1 e p;u!.i cul:! l ' 

l !1 '''i.S Jl;IJJer r ead ra!ll e1· than the fn:quc ·D cy of rc:adiit g that ctn blel> one t o c.l i sLln-

guish di rfr: n~ nl degrees of c ;.: clJ of L11 c f our aWLucbs . The mo.c; t notalJ] c dif-

aLtitudc.•s (:lllLi partlti o11, s upport fo r JH J\ ac ti v ities , sy m p:1.thy f or JHJ\ tll n liv l :S 

and ant i - NorL!J crn Ireland Proles (;Jnts ) \\ hilc Tri ~ l!..__'l' i mcs r eade r s ;uc co ns i s-

lcnt!y l O \\ es ~ . Two qua l ificatiOiJS should he noted: Uw ugh hi ghe s t on s upport 

of the aU.il ude scale and, secondly, on e caiJil Ot concl ude th ::L r c;:rit J,;, :1 par ti cui ~J.'" 

pap:!r r.ausc.: ccrLain attitudes , tho influ ence could j us t as eas ily he in Llw optv >:;; ilc 

clirecti0n, frrnn po.sr: C" ss ion of n c·<! rbin aLLiLt:cl <! lo s el ection of a parlictd:.,.. 

ncw.sp :.1 per. 

.1\t.LiltiClcs :111 rl Jlo li!i (' :ll Parly Sup J>.>rt 
---·--- ----- ·- -----.l· -· · -

F i na l ly in the area of puliU cn.l i!t vo l ve n'Cill, \\ill1 oiJC c·,(·c pi io;J, 

diffc1·cncc.s Px is !. Oil <.: <.tell of the f uu J' aLLitl~d cE: be!\". ce n Fi nC' ( i ac l p·1rty identif'iu·s 

on tllc on e hand and Fiantta F:1il n; 1d Lubour p:11 !.y identifiers on LlH' o!.i;c r. 'lhe 

cons i s tent ]Ctlcr n of differences is that Fine Gael idcntifi c•l'S al'<~ l c~;E; nnl. i- pn.r-

... 
titioilis l , les s supporLivc of JHJ\ Jncfhods , Jess sy in1mthctic to lHJ\ m o tive's and 

l ess opposed to 1\orLk.! rn Ireland Pro tes tants . The exc eption i F; that !hen· i s 

no s ignifi c:tnL cliri.c r<' ilCC bct\\ cc n !: inc- Gael an d L abour iuc !1lific n ; Oil Llv~ f oul'lh 

varicilJlc: :'tLilttdC' to Northern Jr c l:tncl Protcs l :1nls . His impot'LaiJt to cmphn ~; i s c 

that Ll lcsc diffc J cn c('.'> arc J e];lLi\ ·c Jy s m:dl - J·:::· (y StlJ'i >Or!rrs :1rc 11nL pnl:1ri .scd 

on th er-e i :;s ucs . There is in fact an inl Cl '- )Ytll y CO il [>C i u· u ~ ' , f or in :, l a llc·e on 

nnti· p:n ·LiLionis m anc.l on oppos iL iPil to IHJ\ a cU v iLi c.'; . Wk .t we !J:,\'C i rlc.~ itlificd 

~-----

• .. -I ~-

and r;tdio current. affnirG progl':lIIIIl1CS i s not <l~;:~ociakd \\ ith 1;1'O:ILc)' support. 

for )HA aclivi [.I', 

In the n]'(:a of 1lC'\\"spopcr C(llll,lIIJll'Lioll, it is tJ1C p;llLicuJ:ll' 

l!"I'iSll;lpcr rc::tc.l ralllel' Lhan UlC [J'{;Cjuc' lJ cy of )'cadillg that cll'jiJlcs 011(; to di,sLin-

g'tl ish d! r['Jrc' l1l. degrees of c~:cJJ of Llle! four aLLiLLHhc:;, TIlo Il) o.st noLalJle dif-

altitudes (illlLi parLiLioll, support )'01' JHA acLi\'it.ies, symp:lthy for lHA 1l1()li \'~!s 

and :\nti-NorLjlcrn ll't'iaml Protestants) \\ bile T)'i;~!G'illles rcaders arc cOllsi::,-

t.ently lo\\cs~, Two quaJificaLiolls shoulcJ he noted: L.hollgh highest on support 

of thc attilude scale ~lIld, sccondly, 0110 call1lnL conclude Lb :d. rC;ltill.:,:1 »<1l'LicU I,L" 

pap:! r cause.':: cCl'Lain altitudcs, the influencc could jusL as caGily 110 ill L1w ()ppl):~ilc 

direction, frlHn po.srcssion of:l ('('rl~til1 aLliLttcle lo scleclion of:t parLicl1J: " 

ncw.spv.pcr, 

Finally in lhe area of political i!l\'olvl'll)(!11L, \\ iLll (1) 0 C',r'cpiiOi1, 

di[fC1CJ)C('S ("xis!. 011 cneh of Lhe fOllr aUiLl:Jc1; iJc!\'.ccn Fille' C;;lC) P'lrty idcnlifil1'5; 

011 Llle one hand and Fianllu Fail ~!ild LubouJ' JJ:l]Ly identiricrs oiltlJt' oLhcJ'. 'Ihc 

consistont JI:~l.Lcrn of difJ'erencc.s is that Fine G:lci idcnLifi('l'S a)'(~ lcFW ;tn!.i-par-

LitiO:lisl, ICSF) supporLive of J11/\ I1wl.hods, l ess symp;,LlleLic Lo m./\ Jl1'J[.iV('S and 

less opposed Lo l'o)'L1,crn Ireland ProLes!ants. The excep!ioll is lhaL Ihcl'C is 

no sir~nific;lnL clifrcr('11Ce iJeL\\l'CI1 l,' ine Gae l and Labour iuel1Lificni (J1l L11'.:' fourth 

t.haL L])(J s(' difrercnce.') arc) c);lth'C'1y slll:!11 - 1';;:'[Y ,cwj'lj)oJ'lrJ'.') :lJ'C III)L p()lnJ'i.sed 

Oll th cf~e i:~ s ue's. There is ill fad an illlc l'-P:I I Iy COIl~;CIt:'m., roJ' il).~ t:lIl('C on 

anti· p;ll'LiLiollis l1l ;llld on opposit.iPll to IH./\ adiviLicE] , Wh;:.L \'.'e 11;,\'c idclIliried 

------------- ----

L 
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is lllc c~:isle,Jce of dilf~rcncc,; \\iLhiJJlhis cotJ~>C'JlSU~. 1· ill:llly oJJC ~,lwuld 

note lh:1L OIJC c::ulllo!. make in(C'J clJl:c~; from lhl' :tLLiLudc~ of pal ly idcnlirict ~.; 

01 suppurlcrs LLl Lbc posilions of ill<..: p:trli~s ;1~; organiz;,Lion~;. 

. 
D. ATTlTllDES JN NCJJ:TJ[)';lli\' ll;J~Lt\NJ) ;' . .l.'D (;t~J·~ .\T J~ll!T.\!1':;: CC>i'Il\\HIS(;j·:;; --·--------------- ---···· ----·---·--- -- - ----·--------- ----

Choi r·c of Soht ti rm 

Hcpublic of Jrelall'l, Northern JrC'land and Grc:lf Britain. 'J'hc fi1 st is the 

extent Lo \\hich aWLuclcs in NorLhern Irel:111d constitute :1n obst8.c)(' in the way 

of the rc:dization of the naLionalist objcctiv('S \\hich \\C h::ve seen to b<.! \\ idc.:l_l' -

endorsed in the Hcpublic. A clc.!:u majority iil Northern Jreland ('i'! per cent) 

opt for solulionf; ili\'Ol\'ing sl:tyin~~ \dlhi11 lhe UniLd hingdolll :11HI r>IJI.)" J ()per 

cent ciJUose lllc sp)ution of ~Some form of unikr! lrC'I:111d \\hich, as \H~ have seen, 

is cho·;cn by GS Pl'J ccnl o[ people: in Lhc 1\!'puldic. 

This conlliC'L of view is of course shal'pc;st lJ!..!L\'vCCn t hs pre-

domin:111tly Catholle population of lhc Hcpuldil' of lrclnnd and Protc:~;t:ln{[; in 

Nol"Lilern JrcJaml- 80 J~r cent of ,-,·holn opt for rcm;lini1q~ '" ithin lllc 1.!11ikd 

IJo\\'t'\'Cr,ancl Lhis j;3 Lk! secoml tn;lj<tr poitll, CCll1lp::l. t'i '~Dil ;1lso shm·.; 

Jrcl; nd :1nd Catholics in Norlhcrll Jrclancl in JC:g~n·d to choice of soh,!ion . The 

solution of any forlll of unitcclln~l:lnd chc\Sl!ll l;y G8 per cent of [ K~nplc in the 

Hcpuuli c i s cllosetJ Ly only ;lD p8r ce nt of C;lUJOlic.s in l~orlllern lrcl:tncl. J\n 

cent f;upport for r<'maining pari. or Lhc Unil~'cl Kit1gdom among ~~orlllern Irclanrl 

CaUJillics with the ~l per cent .sttppnt for this scricrJ of optio:1s :tmOil[~ the 

populaf ion of !he Hr'pu!Jlie. The.':(! fi)',lll'c~.; c:1sl cow; id ~:r:ri>ir• doul1! c11 the 

traditional ;tr..sumption of a cotllllH111 viC\\)•~>ild . ;tnd I•'J1"l'o.':c in :1 n:tlion:Jii~.L 

cOllllllUil ity ckfitJccl as inchtdillf•; Nortlll'J'Il Jr~ land C:: lhoJ ic.s . 

.... -- -- ·---

-J :1-• " . 
is the ('XistClll'C of diffl!rcncc~; \\iLi1ill this CqlJ~;(,l!c.;u~. ]' ill:Illy OI)C !,llOrl!c! 

01 suppurll:r~ Lt) Lhe pos iliuns or (he:.: p;lrLil!~; ~1.<; organiz0liom;. 

. 
D. j\'J''l'll'[IDE~:'; I N NOHTJU';HN 11;LLI\NJ) ,'.1,1]) c;ln:SI' 1'.I{IT,\IN: CC)i'lP.'.H1SC)j":;) -_. ..-~ --_ .... _--- ------ --- ----"--------~---- -

Choi r'c of SoiuLir)J) 

Two major 1'0illfti emerge [I"om comp;(riSOll of nU itw]cs in Lhe 

Hcpublic of ]rcland, NOJ:lhern Ir('land and G)'C'(~t "BriLain. Thc fiJ'sL is Lbo 

extent 10 \\ bieh attitudes in NorLhcrn Ire!:111d C0I1!5liLLILc 'lll obstacle ill Lhe \\ay 

of Lhe rC ;l lization of Lhe naLionalist ubjccLiv('s \\hicb \\c h;;vc seen to IJ~ \\ idc l,\' _ 

cndorsed in the Hc/",ublic . /\ ck;l.r majority ill NorLhern J)'(~land ('i :~ per cellt) 

opt for solutioJ1t; iJ]\'ol\'ing stayin;; \\"ilililt the llJ)itcd J\ ingc1 ulll :1l1r1 oldy ] (i per 

cenL elwosc the ,<.,(.}uLiolJ of somc f nrm of united 1)"('1;11)'.1 \',l1iel1, as \,,"c have scc'n. 

is cho ;(, 11 by GB Pt')' c:cmL or peoplc ill thc l\('puldie.; . 

This conllicL of vie' \\' is of COtll .. :iC s!Ja)'p~.sL IJct\'vccn t 11::: prc-

domin:l!)L1y Catholic pOl'ulaUon or tlle Hepuldiv of 11'e10llc1 and Pr(i[c.; ~; t;)l1t :; ill 

North ern Trclalld - 80 jXJJ' CCllt of \'\110111 op! for rcm~lillill1'; \'. ithin tile llllikd 

lJO\\~'\'cr ,and Lhis j,::; Lk! SUCOIJ(j rn;ljo}' poilll, c(ll1lpari':Dil ;J]so sllo\'.; 

Irel: nd :In<1 Catholics in Northcll) Irc l ancl ill lc.·g~'rd to choke of sohl!ion. Tile 

SoillLion of any [01'111 of uniLed It'eland Cil0SC!11 I.:y G8 pc)' cent of IK·oJllc in the 

Hcpublic i s chosell by only :~o j)81' c(~nt of CaLholics i n l~ol'll1erll 11 '(, 1:111(1 . !In 

('ven greaLer discrepancy is nP1W) '(,IlL \\hell (Jlle cOll1p::n;f, (he close Lo ;)0 pur 

cenL support for remaining parI. oJ Lhe Ullil r.' d Killgdom amung J~ol'lllt'rll Ireland 

- - --- --
CaLl)(llics \vilh Uw D pc)' ('1: nL ,'H1Pl lt.>l t [or lhis s(,l'ic::: of opLio:1S :1111011[; Lhe 

eOlllllltlllity dcfillCc\ as inc]1I(1ill !'; NorLilCJ'1l ]n.: land (,;!lholics . 

-- --
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sip,nifk~111t clh"isions amon~-~ NortlJ('J'l1 lrC:'lclncl Jlr(llcsl:ul(s ill rclali<lll to choice 

of solulion, l11C'~tns llwt !here is bo~IJ COJ1flid and ~~;~rccmcnt l>r'L\V('CJJ U'c two 

commu11 ;1 ics in Norllwrn Trcl:md. The conl'l i...:: i .s c\'idcnl in llJc :3D per ccnL of 

Northern C:-~lholics who choose a Uilitcd Ireland as :1gains! G per ccnl of Norlltcl'IJ 

Ireland Prn.tcsl<llllS ~Ulcl in llJC g~·p bcLWCl'l1 lhc [)[) peJ' CCJJI or No,'LllC'l'Jl ln•l:llld 

Prolcsl:ll!lS \\'hO choo~;c n:m~:inin;~ p:n·t or lhc lJnilcd Ein~;rlum ;:m1 the !iO Jl('J' C'eiJ 1• 

of Catholics wllo clo ~:u. Ilowcve1·, Lhe g:1p bd\'>'C'C!ll Lllc two cu:nmunif.ics in 

Northern Irchncl on !l1is i.s:;;uc i.s noL as wide ac; is often as~.u111~d - lllc f:lcl i::; 

LhaL 50 per ccnl of Catholics Oi)L for remaini11g· within Lhc Unil cd Kingdom. 

is also C\'idcnL in rclat ion lo Lhc internal org:111isation cf pm·,,.r. Tl1c solution uf 

remain in~~ wiL!1in Lllc Unilt'tl J(iJlf~doJn will! d c·volvcd gov< mnH'nl IJa~;ct! un m:tj(lrii r 

rule which is ~he choice of 38 [Wr cL·nL of Pro~c.statlli> in NortllcJ:n In·laJJd, is ci••J:>r·n 

between f;t1b.sl2.ntial l;odics of opitJioll f1·om c:tcl1 co1nmunily OJ\ Lhif; is.st•c. Tilu:· 

:39 pe1· rcnL of Norlltc·rn h clallcl C:1lholic~: choo:;c as Lllc 1;o!ulion "J\oi'lllCl'll l1C'h1:d 

Lo rem:-~ in p;:d <'~ lllc Tluil.cJ J"in;,dom with <J dcvolvC'd g"O\'['J IJlllC'Ill IJ::.':C·ll on pm'.·<-:. ·· ,. 
sharin:·., Lila! is, gu:1ranLccing I he C'alholic lllil'oJ ·iL.\ a ri~·;hl. lobe P:J' ( <{ lh~ 

gover]l)nc;nl". In Lhis choice• Lhcy <JL'C in ngrC'cntcnL \\il.il :J:J pc.:r cenl of 1\ortllcj :1 

lrcl::wcl ProLe~~~~mU;, lL. is ~obc.:J i1.g Lo rcc:.ll, a~; alrc.:arly noLccl, Lh::L Lhc oplion 

providin:~ this area of agrcc,ncnL be-L ween the c ommuPil ics in Norllt•. ··.1 Jrcland 

is cho:~en :1 s a solt1ti on by only •1 per ccnl of rC'!>P<'lvlenlf; in Lbe Hcpui.Jli<· c•f 

lrd;lllll <llHl llwt combined firsL il}J(l H!cond r.hoicc support for lllis < 1;l~io:l in 

the HrptdJlic is only !J per r·c•nL. Fi11ally, it i~ \\'OJ th nuling Lhnl Fi·o~c.';t;mt.s 

ami Catholic!~ in Norllwrn Irelilllcl ;J[~rcc on <tno~lwr :tf;pccl o( the ~-,;olutions 

qucslio•J, i. c., on noL cll(losing Oil imlcpcnrlc1··L l';orl.ilcfll Jrclnncl. 'J l1i~; opl ion 

i:; clJosCil by only three per CCJJL or r•;JC;!J of' I lie eOillllllllliLicr; ill J\r;J ()!r•J ' Jl lrcJ 'Hl 

L_ __ 
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'1'l1i:.; din,')'cjJ:U1cy hrl\\'een llle aILitlld(' ~ ; ()~ p, 'opJro ill (h(' Hr'plII)Jic 

o( sol uti all, l11C:!llS lIwl IlleJ'(' is bo~IJ cOld I iet and ~1~;recn)(,ll( hr ' LWC'ClI tbc [wo 

commulli( ,jc~, ill Norlhl'l'J1 IJ'd:lI1cl. The cOllflicL is cyiril'nl in Llle :3!) pcr C('1l1. of 

Nor(hern C:1tholics \'.'ho choose n udi(c! Ircland as ;lgains! G pc)" CC1l1 or Norllwl'll 

Pl'OtCSt;lllls ,,'ho chom'c rc.'majl1i))i~ p:lrl of tile llnilccl Eilii.',riunl ::Ild thl' :'0 pr']' cell', 

of Cathol ic:~ ",IJo do ~U. I1owevcr, Lhc grip hut \\'('(!n tile: t\':o CU:nllHlIJif ics in 

Northern ]rcl:lnd on !:lis issue i::; nuL a,'3 wide ne; is oflcn :tS~,UIIH;d - [Ile i:leL i:.; 

Lhat 50 pcr ccnt of Catholics Oi)L [0), rcmainiJlg within Lhe Unit cd Kingdom. 

is :1150 c\'ilil'nt in rcl:tl ion lo the illlel'llal org:lllisalion (J pm""')'. The solutio)) t,r 

rcmainill:; within lhe {Init('u ](illg(\OJJl \\'ith c1 " vol,\'cd 1,;0\'< ~'nlll"))llJ;I~, l'rl on fll:ljlll' i:\, ---
rulc \\'hic:h is ~hc choicc of 38 per (!L'nt o( pl' ()~l"jlallt.<; ill NllrIIH'J'I1 1)'('1:11](1, j~j (!ll']; ;('11 

betwccn t:ll!)sl[!nti;11 bodies of opilJiol1 from c;lcll COIlllJlIlnit,\' OJl thif; i~.slll'. Tliu:' 

39 pcr r\,;nt or Northc'l'll 11 Clallrl C;1(holit'r; ChOO. i ' as Llle :io!ulioll "I Toi'lllel ' ll llt'};ll~d 

lo l'Cl1lrlill p;: I't ()~ llle OllilC'd j(iI1l ':dolll with ;1 d(,volved gOW'J"illl1cl1l 1J:::'c l i 011 l)()\':c'" 
,. 

sha)'in:'" that is, gll:Il 'antccinG lh(~ Cathol it; Jl}i)loJ'iLy a )'i~',hl (u be [l:l1l (,I' l\l~ 

gO\'Cl'JlJIlCIlL". In Lilis cboj(!c' they ;J l'C ill ng)'('cIlI('Jll \\ iLiJ ;}[j pur ('ellf ur No!.'( hc]!) - -
lrcJaml Protc~;(:lllU,. IL is SOUCJ il,/; lo rec:,ll, a~; alrc;l'ly noted, th::llhC' 0;>Lil111 

providing Ihis arca of agrcc ;ncnl bd\\'ccn the commllPit ics i.n Nortll,_ ' 01 Il'cl;uld 

is choseJ\ ;.s a SOill[jOJ) by ollly ,1 pc]' ccnl of J'('~;P(lll1.1l'J1U; in t.he HCI,uLJli(' (,f 

IJ'C.'lillld and lilaL (!(lmbillcd firsL nllrl ~'c('olld choice SUPPOlt fot IlJi~; (),)~ioi\ ill 

the Ht;plIIJlic is only D per cent . Fillally, it is \\'od,11 nulillg lhnl pj u'c!'tanf s 

ami Catholic!' in NOJ (hClll IJ C;1;lllrl ;J!~rec Oil (lllo/,ller :I!;pccl or I.he sO!itliol1S 

CjllCl;;li(l!l, i. c . , 011 lloL C'lw()sillg' :1il illdl'})l'llIl('I'f. l\'ort ill I'll 11'rJ;11ld, 'J Ilis opl iOil 

if'> c:lIo,,,CIJ bv onl v t III cc pe]' (!UIJL or I';l('/) or (he (:O]J1lllllIlQ.ie!; ill 1 ' I))! IH') 11 Ir(.'] ' Id 
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eviclcnse ~;l10\\'ing LIJC :tcerpLalJilily c{ clired rule to lwL!l conll1llltliLit's iJI j•'()llllcm 

Irclatvl . Tl1c [Jl'<•sc·nl report eoncludr:s L!J:tL lhc vie,·: a:-:; Lo Lite :t('( :<.·p 

tabilily of clirecl rule hold.s, provided iL j[; l'eJncmk·J·cd ilwl ii ir; the ~ccc:,tahilit~· 

of~ policy tr> IJ ,: ;:doptcd by the HriLi::;h Go,·cmmen! i11 a \Cry .';pcf'ific:l.lly rlc·finc(! 

s~~!. of c i rcum.~lancc~.s . On Lbc prcr:r..!nL (.!\' itlctJc:c, llli:> sorl off ll]l]J•'JJ'( ha~~ not 

been converted inlo supporL for clirccl rule ;1s :: soluiion. Jlth\C'\CJ' it slJrlu]d a!r·o 

be nolcd LilaC iL clici!.s vc1:y low lc'vels of clislil;c fJ'um ciLIJcr cotnJ:lUJJi[y i11 

Northern ln•land. 

ThC' figures for choice of solutiotJ in Gn;aL JJJ·i[:titl arc 2G IJ"l" 

ccnl for I·~ort.i~crn Ireland Lo rcmaitt palL of Lh::- U.K. , 2·1 per c:cnl for~~~~ --
i nclcp~ndent Norl.bcrn IrdC'IId, 21 pc~1· c~·nt. for a uJtilcd lrcl:lnd, 1:1 per cC'nl fo1· 

joint control of 1\'orlhcrn J1·clnnd by Lhc Bt·iti J, ::t1d ll·ish GrJ\'L!l'nmcni'.; und l'i' 

pur cent "clrq1'L know" . IL is nolahlc lh~L LlJC J!l'Cicrcncc fcH' m:tint:,ining l!Je 

litJl~ hdwccn NorLhcJ"tt Jreland and <:•·cal HJ'il::Jin is con~3idcr;11Jly kr;rJ in lJri!tiin 

th;:;; in J'\orthr.•rn ]1·ulaml and even ](!SS in Drit;• in U::w amo:1r·~ the Callwlic 

community in Nol'lh<~l·tl Ircbi~cl. Finally \'.C u ro ecl LlH' c·ninp:tl;lli\'C' rl:lL;l on c!J(liC<' 

l hc i.sl:tnd of lrclPJJd as;, \\hole. /,.r.:, \\:t~~ .s(;tLccl i11 t:,e !c;:t, tlJif~ \.'::.s clone \\'illio\'L 

;:ny in[cnlioll of prcjud~·.ing lh(' issue of ihr :•pprupri;!(• ·nc:-:s d lite \\ hole of 1 n~la11d 

:tc a fol'Ltm for l.hc resolution of Lhis issue. Thr~ rc~:uJ( \\hieh ClllCl'f~cs ir; Lhat 

support for a unilcd Ireland soluliu!1 amot1g Lho p··oplc of Ircl tlnc: :1 S tl ,.,h c•lc i;:; 

J,cl.wccn ,18 and G8 JX!l' ccnl. 

Po] i c·v rn·lc1 cnccs 
---·---~--- ---·- · 

The pidui·c of pol<u i:·.ttlion l>d\\ CC'Il people in Lhc llcpltllli(; of 

]Jl'OJH> ';;:] or unil:'lcJ':il Htilish \\ iLIJrlr;mal. Thi ;; ]Jt'Ojl' ':;;;j iF; ,<:up;•(ll'(C(I hy 

J 
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evidence ~;!)O\\,jlJg [Il<' ;1('crpLaldlily e{ clired rule [0 ,-,db COll1I1 1 11t1iLj(' ~, i" j'l)l/!Jerll 

Irel'II1'I. Till' IH'c'he'lll report eOIll'iuclC's Lkll. lhe vie,',' a:-; to L11c (t('('VP 

t.abiliL.\' of direct I'ule! hold.'), provided it if> l 'C IJ1ClJ1i) ,'!'ecl i1wl if is fhe nCcCld:1hilitr 

of n policy lc) I,, ' ;:dOllicd by the 13]'iLi:.511 GO','cl'llme nl ill a \cry spcciric;,ily rldillc~! 

been converted into support for diJ'L~cL rule ;18 ;: SOIUfiULJ. IlO\\c\c)' it slJ!lulcl :11 "'0 

bc noLc!d LilaC it cJiciLs very low Ic\'(;l.s of dislike fn>l11 ciLIlcr cOIl1Jilunily ill 

Northern Ireland. 

The figul'cS [or chokc of SOlUtiOl] in Gn;nt Dril;lill :1),{,! 2G 11" 1' 

cenL [01' l'~oJ'U~ern Ireland t.o rcmnill pa) L of LIJ:- U. K . , 2,1 pc]' cent [or :111 -
il1cl('p~llcJenf 1\o]'1.]1crl1 IrclCllld, 21 pC:l' cc:nl for ;t uniled lrcl;1J)ci, ]:3 per ('('nf fOl' 

per cent "cl r 1l1't. know". IL is 110LahJ,' lll~L thc j)l'cicJ'cJ1ce for l11<lint;lininf~ fhe 

Lhn i; in 1\o)'fhr.'l'll )l 'U ]Cltld a/ld cvcn j(!SS in Dril; ' ill U::lil ~11l10:1f'~ t.11~ Catholic 

communi!,)' in N'ol'lIl(:l"Il Il'cl: l ilCl. 

;l1IY il1!Clllioll o[ prejudging [hl' iss\le or ihC' :'P]l)'upJ'i; ! l' l1e;~~ or tlle , \ 11010 or 1; 'c lalHl 

H:> a [O]'LlIl1 [or t.he )'csoluLiui1 of L1lis issue'. Thl,,: l'l!t:ulf \\ hich cmcl'[~('s if; that 

support. [or a united Irc~Jnlld soluLiuil amollg the' P" olllc of I)'el ~l l)(j ;18 [l , .. hcI Le.: i::; 

llcLwccn '18 and G8 per ccnL. .... 

Po) icv P ],(, I(,) cnce's - __ . __ .1._- ___ ._. 

The ]lICtlli.·C of polal i;';i llioll ilcL\\C"1l peoplc ilJ Llle lil'pfllllic or 
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The di.scrcp:lllt'Y IJ~~h,cen p•-oplc in th~! J:( i'uiJlil! ~tt•d Callwlics in J\ortltc•rn 

Jrcl:ind iS a]S(l l'Cp~·a!ed- ·1 ~)per t'l.'llf. Of (IJG ];: tier ill(} ill r(l\'l>tll' Of Uili ].,,CJ'.d 

\\itllclra\\~1] is pu! ,., i!h ~1n crnpll:J~;j;, on the lon;·.<'J' tcr1n ~nd '' i!houL tncn!icm of 

any uni lafcl·al aspc·d, support (ll!lOilp; C'~tiholit·•; in Ncl'lltcrn J• L'l:lllu ri[_,e.s !o 

arc consiclcr<~.bly more J•C'.ssimisLic in Northern lrcl:t!id Lh:~n itl Llh! HcpLIIJliC'. 

Eif~hty 011(! p<.!r cent of people in J·hrL!Je;·JJ JrcLlnd bclic,·c t!1::L Hri(i!,dt \\i(ltdl:t\\:' 1 

\\'uuld Jcacl!o a p;rcaL incH•<tSe in violence (88 per crnt of Northc1·n ln'l:ttlcl 

ProLcr:f:ttds G'7 per cent or Nortltcnl JJ·ol:tttd Catholics) . We h:tn: n ln:ady .sc•e:• 

!l1'1l !)!J pc1· cent or people i11 the Hep~tlJlic Lal:c Lhis ,·icw . \\'hilt.; c::p.:.·chlitm:~ 

such :1s !lwst• do tJOL cnnblc one Lo Jll\'dit'L the• r••Jil.' l'CJlH'ncc.s of" if: d1·:t'.Yal, f ltcy 

Lh::.l I he Irish Co\'t'I :t111cnL ~.hould l'CI•JOVC fro1n Lite Co:~s!.iLl!LiOtl Ill~ cLti 1:1 l11 

N<·~·(!H'J'Il JJ<•1i'Pcl wor(hcrn Ireland Pro(c~c;t:ll11:: -· fj(l j)(.'l' ccnL ilt fa\Olll' of' 

rcnHl\'~tl, Norlhr_-rn Ire l and Catholics- ;;o Jt<::l' cent in J':t\'our). nemoval (\r 

t he prohibilic•n on divorce from lll<' HcpuiJliC''s Con.;Ll!.ulio:l 8 proposal w \\ilich , 

a:; we h:1vc seen, prop l c in the Hcpttb l ic arc :lppro:;im;·te ly cvct'l.Y tlii'id:·rl, i.'; 

desired by GO pc•r cent of people in Nor!l1crn lrcl anrl- ir:. !his c:l~;c lhc> figu•·c· f(IJ' 

Noilll<'l'll lrcl:;nd PJ·otc:slan(s is (ji) [12l' ccnl. Thc;.c fi~;u<·cs ilJflic·:tLe !lw c::>:i.';lc:!l'.'C 

of a llCCCSSill'.)' but nuL a :,urf'icicn!. conrllLion fol !JH: n~]C:\';111(:(' of <:OlP.(i(u( ·,,:t:tl 

ckwgC' in !he J\c:puiJlic Lo !he scar(·h for a solu! ic>JL 

On lht' SCt'lll'iLy policy frunl, ~)() fH'I' ('('!1! or Nul (11~'1'11 ln:l:11Hl 

--

..... 

-lU-

The discl"ep:lIlc\' 1::~h\cel1 \li'oplc ill th~: .l:cjJulJlil: ~lIld C:lLllOlies in )\()),(]W1'Il 

Jrelanci is also rcp~~aled - -l!J per t'1'1lt. 01 the l :l tkr :11 (! in r,I\'(ltI!· o[ lIjliJ.I,I,:J'.,l 

i 11(11'\\:'1. It is iIlLe)'c[;lil1f~ 10 l10te llo \\('\,c)" lhn!. v,hen Lhe p"oj)u.";ll or J1I'ili~:lJ !'! 

\\itllclra\\ ~J) is jlul \\ ilh ~ln emp)wsi:-, on the l()llf~':)' ler))) :lllcl \\ llllollL Illcntioll nf 

allj' lllliJal cl':tl :lSP('ct, sllpport (I1J10ng ('~lihoJjt") in Nc.l'lhern ), L' lal1u )'i:_' (~.s io 

arc cOllsicler;lbJ)' more ),(',ssimisLic in 1101'l11c1'n lrcl:l!id Lh::n ill l1w HClhliJlic, 

wuuld lead io a greaL incl' r'[lse ill vil) lcIl Ct! (88 pc]' c('nl of Northc; n hrlnlld 

Prolc:;(;llds G'7 pc)' ccnt or Norlhc)'ll Jl'C];llld CaLholics) , Wc ll;I\'c a))'(!:ldy ,<;f'(,j' 

sllch ;11:; Ihes(' clo IJ Ot cnnbl(' onc La )lJ\'dicl. tll(: ('()Il~ l'(jlJ('nccs of \\ if! <ll':l\\'~i1, Ill e;: 

On thc issue' of prdC'l'cl1(;c:; U'!':,lnlillp; ('m{;LiluLion::l c:h:!llgc ill 

tll(' J:c.'j ublie of ]l 'c)nncl, si:dy l1ill(' p , 'l' c(,lll of jlC'(J]J)c in 1':oJ,tlloJ'j) Irr~l:lIirl j('('1 

Lh:~,t (he Iri sh Ciovc} lilllcnl ,', )lOulcl n~II JOVC fralll Lllc COI'c:;t.iLIlLiol1 lh ~ cbil:l III 

N('~'!l}('J'll IJ(');'pd Wm'[ht:l'll Ircland Pr()Ir~r.;t;ln( ; ' - f;[l P~'I' CC-Ill il, fa\ollJ' or 

)'cJ)1()\'rll, Norlhc.'J'1l Ircland Caflw)it;s -;;0 l/ ~r cc'nl ill j';I\'our). Jlc!J))o\'<1L (lr 

Lhc l)J'ohibili('ll Oll c!i '01'(':C from llJ(, ]~cpuIJlic' ~; COJ).;Ul.ulio:l a Pl'opo[i:11 (1:1 \\lJil'h, 

a:; wc have seen , p('oplc ill thc Hepllblie arc nppro;;il1l;'l..cly eVe'I)ly c1i\'id:'r1, i'; 

desirecl by (iO [W1' cellL or people in NOl'lllCl'1l Ireland - in Ihis ('a~;c [11(' [igll!'(' l' Cl)' 

,NoJ 111('1'11 Il'el~;l1rl J>rot(::-;[:II1(S is Gf~ pCl' C<I1t.. Tllc::c [j~illl'es iIJ:1j(':llc [Il(' C;';U;(C'!WC 

of <l lll'CeSs;Il'y /.JuL nul a ~,lIrril'iellt (;olHlll.ioll [0) [)l(' l'f'/e\':1IJ('C cl ('(llF;(i(u( ",;1:11 

Gh~lllg(' ill (lJcl\(!publie la [he I)can'h [or n f,olu[ i(lll. 

011 l h (' ~; C (' 1I J' i L Y P (J I it-Y [1' U ll[, !) () pr' I' (' l' Jl ! of N Cl 1 [ k' j' 11 ] I (']; III d 

P)'l)[ :':,[;llli:.; ('nll J'OJ' a [ou;';))( ,l' lil)( (0'-''..: t: tkcll IJY l!l (' h'i.c;!J (;(l\'r: l'J)l)lcn[ ;1:',;lill~:L 

--

..... 
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of c.:ros~; UonlC'r ,q·cm·ity. 

its policic-; on !!lese issues to the J'~ortlJCJ ' I• Jrc land J>rolr·sl:111l r·onllllttnily . The 

fact !kli. ~J~·I ])21' cent of NorL11ell1 Jrchncl l'.r·. >.·.st:IIJ\•; <'ild (J .J per t'CIJt of 1\orlh~j·n 

mcnt furthc•1 underlines tl!c need for the ]J i~ :! GovcnJlllC':li. to lliOH' ,c:;;:t·cc~;s /uJly 

communic:dr.' i t'.~ position to pcoph in NOJ'L!Jel'lJ Ircbnc..l. 

The rcporL cmpha:;iscs UwL !lw exis!:'llC.:C of parlicul:1r ::Llitur.lc:s 

doc.s 11ol rcqlliJc Lin! dec isions be t:~ken or policies adoplc:tl in r·(Jnfm·mil.l· 1\iil1 

!hr altitudes i11 question . Political leaders and illcle ccl all Lllo:~c c:OJJccrnC'd 

\\ ith the pro:1lr•n1 C:<lll respond to the silu:•lion \\l' h:l\·c: tlc.scriiJ~·d ci!.llt•J l1y 

ll JU(IJ:tl l y ;1C('f'j1[:J!J l c ~;olulioll. lil ('i!.ht:l' C\CJ11., \\'ktl is iJ f, j)(Jl (::IJt i:: (]J;II lh C" 

lJ :t!:··: :llld implic·:1fions of p11blic ;lfLi(urlc r; !.1:~ L:d:cn in!.o :tcc·ou1: 1 a11·l Lh;d lllc ·.\ 

Ute J tcpuhl ic of ln~ J ~1nd , but ;] ] :~o \\'illlin c:H·h of i.lw other Lllrcc co:nmuuitie .c; 

coD :·,_rncc! :tllu uli.imalcly bcli\'C'l'JI ;tll fo11r. 

-

L ____ _ 

- 1 '1-

the c i"l~I)(,'(' Cif :l [;,ill1l'c O~l Lk~ 11;'1, 1 or (J", l) ' i<; 1l l~(I\'e: ' 11:1lC'lL Lo ('oll'l11uni c;\f ,.' 

its policjc'; on (Il c'se iss\l~s to I.Iw NorLlJc'J I' ]1"(~JaJ1c1 I'rol('s(,lIlL ('OllllllUllil.\'. The 

mell( fUl'LllC'l' 11ndcrlil1es L1w need fur Lhe JJ i: ') GO\'C)"I1IJI(':1i. Lo ))101 '(, ,C;\l t'('(:~;s fll)l.\' 

COll1lJ1unic;Ii ,1.' i(.'.' pos iLion Lo peop) , in Nc'rtilcrlJ I]'cl~ ll1d . 

Thc ]'('porL l'll1phaf";ises Lh;:L (Ill' cxist :~IICC of parli cular dLiLurks 

doer, IlnL require' Lh:lt dccisions be t~:ken or po licics adojJlcd i l l ('(,nfm'mil,\' ,\ iill 

thr niWuc1u8 ill qucs(ion . Polilic;1 ] JC;1ci cl'S ~llld indeed :tll Lllo:.,c ' cOIJ(;crncd 

JlJU( 'I:tlly rlce'PI)[:lI,le so)uti C1:1. 

tllC Hcpuhlic or ]n!/ ', ))d, buL nl :-.;o \\iLllin e;)('h (If I It \.., oIJ)(;r tiJJ'('C C'o'nmullili(> r; 
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