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Pope's Vi.sil Lo ln·larrcl 

We \•ere Lold on t--1on<.Jay morning (2'3 July) t.lrat the TaoisPach 

wotlld Lhal afternoon rec<.'ivc Lire Cardinal and tire Arcllh1.slrop 

of Dublin to discnss Llrc vi !::ii L/._ and \vPrc asked. for adv1 ce 

i ll t IH' rna L L e r 0 r p l' 0 (, 0 c 0 l f 0 l' lt In v j s i t . \v c _e;a v ~ t. 11 i "' i:::t.l i v i , ,·: 

bas i. c a 11 y t; I! a L a S La L c V i !:-i i L \,' a ~ no t. a p p t • o p ria t e and L lm t i 11 

regard Lo Prot.ocol ar·r~Ul{~·r-mPnLs h' f' sho11lcl ascertain and f'ollo\v 

IIi s llol i.ness' s wi sh<.'s. 

In r·cgard to Lhe political aspects of t.;IJI ) visit I dre\v Hr 1ally' 

alt.ention, early on t-londa)·, to Lire point.s raised in my note or 

27 t-lat·c-h (Flag A): I IH• rn 11 i n p o i n L b c i n g t 11 a I an e .\ t 0. n s i v c I n nr 

of t:lle Sotrih, \vi LlwuL a visit Lo f he ~orlh, would not only not 

crr1pltasl.sc tire ecclesiastical unify of Llll! cotrntry as \\oulrJ a 

visit t.o l>oLh orLir and South, b11L cotrlcl have a11 opposi.Le 1. f'I'ecl 

and dt'a\" attention Lo the poliLLC'<OI ]acL or partiti.on . 

.ln a bri.<>C disc:ltssion, Ht· ally and l agr<'Cci howev<! r Ll~at· LI1P 

political implications \vPI'C l'ar rr·orn clear and that Lltey rrel'dc·d 

L o be ru r t. he r as s e s s e d . 

\~e discussPd these inrpllcati.ons jn the t-1ana{~Cmcn1. Advisory 

CorrrrniLt'c on t-londa.y mor·nillt'; and Lhe follo\vinr; \vcr·c tiJO coneltrsior1 

1 . A v i s i. I ( o tlw r t: 11 a n a s j rn p l ~- v i s i t L o K no c k ) \,' h i c h d o u ~ 

not i.nclttdc Lllc 1\Jort.lr the Soc of tile Jri.slr St. . St.ani.slatts, 

Lit!-~ scat· or Lhe CanLinal Pr-i.mat.c- is likPly t.o giVl! orr'llCP 
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Pup c 's Vis.i l I, (J J n.' I all d 

,~ (' I, ere L () 1 cl 0 n MUll d a)' III 0 I'll i n go (2 :l J 11 L y) t.1i aCt heT a 0 i spa c 11 

Ivould I:l1aL afternoulI ree('} vc tilt' Cardj nal and the Archhishop 

or Dllblin to disclIss LIlO visit/and I,,<'re a::;ked, for advice 

; 11 tIll' rn Cl t Le r 0 f Pro t,o C Cl l f 0 I' tit (' v j sit . \~ c .e;a \.;: 1.11 j::> d \ i \ ' i , ,', 

basically [;hat a Stnte Vi::;i t. h ' HS nut. apPJ'{)priate and t.hat ill 

l'C'garcl to PI'oLncol Hl'ritnl';r-IIlPllts h' f.' slJollld nsc<'rlain and rollolv 

llis Ilol"i.ncss':=; h: i.::;11(,5. 

In l'ef~arcl t.o t.he poli LicaL aspccLs of tllr.~ visit I dre,,, Hr 'ally' 

all.cntioll, larLy 011 Honcla}' , 1.0 lllr poi.llLs raised i.n my noLe or 

27 ~lal'('h (F I fl{'; A) : Ill(' 111<1 in PI) i 111. hc; Ill': 1' 1)[\J an ex lens i vC? I nil}, 

of [;lle SOIICh, Ivi thout a visit Lo 1.11<' ~orllt, 1,0uLd nol unly !lot. 

C III P It a s i s e 1 11 e (' eel psi a s tic; a 1 11 11 i I Y 0 r t 1 W COl I Jl try ('IS ,,' () U 1 d Cl 

visit 10 boL\t or t. h an cl So \l t; It, \) 1I t. co Il.l cl 11 a v e all 0 pp () S i. I. e err e c t 

and dl'a\-,' atl.ention to the polil.i.c.::1 lac!.; of partitLon. 

111 a bri.er disCIISsiol1, Ht" Cl I I Y and L nr;l'eccl ho,,,, VI' r ll1a t Lllp 

polit.ical illlplications \~pr' (> ("ar ftoll1 clL'CJ.r and tllat they !I('f'dl'd 

Lo he rurLher assessed. 

We discIIss'd tllc::;e Llllpticatiolls jn the r-Ialla{~emenl. Ad\' isoJ'Y 

Commjtlee Oil ~londay l1loT'tlilll~ and the fol..lol'in~ wen~ tile COllClllSi(l11 

I . A visit (othcr thall a sirnpip isit \..0 Knock) 1.'111(; 11 dol'S 

not inclllde Llle Nort.h t h C' Sec of t 11' ] r j s 11 S (. . S t. a 11 i. ti I ails, 

Clip. scat. of' Lilt) CanUnaL Pr-i.l1la1 : ; s 1 ike J.y 1.;0 {ji V(~ 0 rrprH' (> 
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or at least ver·y scriotts u.isappo i nLment Lo Lite rninori ly in 

the Norlh, parUcularly no1v' t.hal tile Carchnal has indicated 

that the question is an open one and that Paisley has opposed it. 

I l lvould Ln Lhe minds of the rna,jori ty in the North (and others) 

empilasise the distinction bet\v'cen the ''Popish" So11th and Lllc 

Protestant Norlh 

The minority will also have in mind that tile Queen visited 

the North (llead o.f the Cilnrcil o.f England) .last year and this 

'" o u 1 d lJ e c on L r as t e d w i t h the Pop c ' s non-vi s i t . 

2. The disappoLntn11.mt (or o.ff~ncc) of the minori Ly 1vi.lJ be directed 

at.. the Cardinal and probably at the Governnu~nL here lvhicll "'iLl br 

seen to be iuvolvcd in the arranr,-crrH:nts . 

J . Tile idea or a visLt Lo Droglieda, as a Lact.ftd. cover for a visit 

to the Sec of Armagh has certain dLsadvantages 

j t wil l be SC('J1 uy Lhc Protestants in the North ns a v.isi L t;o 

tile shrine or a rPbcl - t·his could involve the Pope in poU ti.cs 

Lo an extent lte may not be <nvarc or ; 

il lvould c111pllasisc lllC Llor·der in t;ile eyes of Lite Prot('s(;ants-

" this far and no rurl:ht>J" . 

I t l s f i 1 · s l. J. y a rna t. u~ r r o r · t It <' Po p c h i m s c L f ; b11 t in t.IJe 1 Lrsh t 

o f <l eve l o p 111 en L s and '" 11 a t ,,. c k now o f the prop o s e d i L in e r a r y 

. 
1ve shouLd llO\v favour a v L,..;i t to Armagh, pro idcd securj t;y can 

be guaranteed. 
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or at loast very serious disappoilltment to tlte minority ill 

the North, pal'UcuLarly no\" that the Cardinal has indicated 

that the question is all opon one and that Paisley has opposed it. 

It \"ould Ln the minds of the ma,jorj ty in i he North (and others) 

emphasise the distinction bet\Vcen tile "Popi sh" SOllth and tile 

Protestant North 

The minority will also have in mind that the Queen visited 

the North (IIead o.f tile Church of' England) las t year and t;his 

\"ould ue con t ras t cd wi t h the Pope's non-vis it. 

2 . The disappoLntnlcnt (or off~ncc) of the minority \v111 be directed 

at the Cardina.l and prohably at the Government here which wi Ll bl 

seen to be Ll1volved in the arrallf,'cments. 

J. Tile idea of a visit to Dro{SlJeda, as a I.;act:flll cover .for a visit 

1.;0 the See of Armagh has certain dLsadvantages 

it \"il.l be Serl1 by the Protestants .in the North as a visil.; to 

tile shrine or a rC'bel - thLs couLd involve the Pope Ln poli ti.cs 

t ° an 0 x t e 11 t II e 111 ay no I.; be Cl. \v are 0 r ; 

il.; \vould emphasise tile !Jot'der in I.;llC eyes of the Protestants -

"thi s far and no Curther". 

L, • It is firstly a mat. f;(~r Cor till' Pope himself; lm t in the lL{!,h (; 

of develo[11ll 'nls and \vlJat \Vc kno\" of the proposed itinerary 

. 
'''C should 110W favour a v L~i t to Armagh, pro ided securj Ly can 

be G"l1arnnLeed. 
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• The rris t of i.lti s \vas convC'ycd by tf' l ~~phon~ Lo t.IJe Tao Lseacll Is 

Department, buL nol in time Lo reach the Taoiseacil before tl1e 

mernbe rs of the If i.e rare h y aiTi vrd . ~I r N a l. 1 y l o 1 cl rn e L a t e r , 11 o '' e v e r , 

t llal the Taoj!-;eaclt had b rn uh'arc or Lite points in question . 

Hr Sean 6 l1 Uiginn bas prepared Lhe no Le Lw 1 O\v a L my requcs l 

with a vi e1v Lo refin.i.nc; our pos iLion. 

l.C you arrree lv .itll Lhe .line therein, ;ou may fee l that we should corn 

it Lo the Dcpat'Lrnent. of t.l;e Taoj::;eacll ;-tnd 1.>as0. 011r conta·t.s l>il;h 

L h e li i e r a r c h y and \v .i t: h t. IJ c V a I; i c an o n j t . In responding t.o 

inevitabJc questions ft·om Lhe media, 1ve would stress tllaL Lllc 

prorrramrne Ls primarily a matter .for lli.s llolincss: il' obJiged to 

go furLlw r 1ve could , i.f you agn~e 1 say (foJ..lo1.ring lr 0 llUit;lnn's 

note) LhaL "in a }ll'O(~l'ClllllliC lvhiC'h CO\'ercd many di f.f•r•nt parts or 

Ireland (jf t..ll.is is t.he case) 1ve lhink Lt h'Ould he normal t.o incllld' 

Armac-h, provided !li s llo.lincss so dcsin~d i=:t and Lhe 13ritisll 

Government '" re satisfied as t.o lhe security aspects" . 

Andrew O'Hottl'ke 

/ 
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The gist of t.his Ivas conveyed by tel(~phone to tile TaoLseach's 

Department, hilL not in limE' to roar.h the 1'aoiseach beforo the 

m(~ll1bers of t.he fli.er-archy urTi.vC'tl . t-Ir Nally told 1110 lat.er, llO'vever, 

that tho TaoisL'aclt had be0n ;:lI"are of [he points in ([ltestinn . 

Hr Sea II 6 l! U i g i. n n has p rep a r 0 cl l.ll e Jl 0 L 0 LJ c 1 U Iv a t III Y re Cl u e s [; 

Iv i t It a y j C Iv L 0 re f i. Jl i. nt.; 011 r po s i (. i 0 11 • 

If you agree with l; l1e .lLnp Lherr.in, YOll may feel that. wo should corn 

it Lo t hp Depat'Lmcn t. 0 f t.1;0 Taui seacfl and base Ollr con ta t.s h'L Ut 

L h e \l i era l' c h y and Iv i [; 11 [h e V Cl t..i can 0 nit . In respoJlding- (.0 

inevitabl" qupsl;lons from Lhe 111 t\ia, Ive would stress t.hat t.he 

proG"ramllll' is prinrarily a matter fOt , \lis Ifollness : i. rob J i. gt~ cl t 0 

. 
go furLh!'r IvC COltlcl, if you agt'(!eISuY (roJ lOlving II' 0 llUi/\· illll'S 

not.o) tllat. "in a pl'ogTallllllc Ivhlch cU\Pl'cd IHallY di r.ferent parLs u.f 

Ireland (j.f t.ltis is the case) IvO lhillk Lt h'ould he normal to iIlClll(j· 

Armagh, provided I l Ls llo .lill('SS so dcsi.n·d i:::t and Che British 

Governmcnl; \"cro satisFied as \.0 thc security aspectti" . 

And!"h O'Htlllll\l' 

.,-
t,.') "l i ly l C)79 
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