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MEETING WI'rH MRS • THATCHER 

!Q!!: 

Mr. sean 6 hUiginn, Department of Foreign Affairs phoned 
me at home at about 4.45 p.m. on Saturday last, lst 
September, 1979. He confirmed that the Embassy in 
London had tranami tted the text of the Taoiseach' s 
proposed statement (attached) to the British Authorities, 
indicating that we had a deadline of about 4 O'clock 
at which time we proposed to issue the statement. 
The definitive British response was now to hand. Mrs. 
'!'hatcher, who had been involved in the proceedings 
throughout bad indicated that as the Preas report giving 
rise to the Taoiaeacb' a stataaent bad appeared in an Irish 
new:apaper abe would write the Taoiseacb a letter, rather 
than issue a atatanent. 'l'he text of her letter vas now 
availab!a and was as follows:-

•'l'bank you for your letter of 31st August. I am 
looking forward very 1111ch to seeing you. 

Recent tragic events have delayed my reply to your 
kind invitation of 24th August to have tal'ka with 
you in Dublin, in your capacity aa President of the 
European Council as well aa on Northern Ireland 
questions. 

I aug9eated in my letter of 30th August that we should 
meet during your visit to London next week to discuss 
Lord Mountbatten's horrifying murder and ita 
implications. I thought I might also take up your 
invitation to discuss E.E.C. topics. 

I propose therefore that we discuss B.E.C. and other 
queatior~s of this kind over lunch. After this, 
we should have a private talk before we are joined 
by our colleagues to discuss cross-border security 
matters. 

I know that we are both equally anxious to stamp out 
terrorism. I hope that these arrangements are in 
line with what you bad in min . • " 

There had been no discussion about whether the latter 
could be p hl.iahed. Prom the general tenor of the 
cont t with the British, Mr. 0 hUiginn felt that it might 
be beat to see whether the stata11ent being issued by 
the Taoiaaacb had satisfactorily cleared up the 
presentational aspects of the meeting. If it failed to 
do so, it seamed, on the ba.!!i• of the contliiit, that there 
would probably not be an ObJection from the British aide 
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to the Taoiseach lfi]ii\Ag) received a letter from Mrs. 
Thatcher. 
In conveying the text of Mrs. Thatcher' a letter -
arrangements were being made for its delivery -
the British had indicated that they had had a full 
check made of all U.K. sources and they were able to 
say that no ruponsibl.e Bri tiah Offi~ was responsible 
for the auggeationa attrib.lted to ~ in the press 
article by Dick Walah. They bad also indicated that 
if the Foreign and COI'mDOJ'lwealth Office received 
enquiries, they would confirm that their position on the 
meeting waa in line with the statement being made by 
the Taoi aeacb. 

, 
Mr. o hUicpnn noted that the letter from Mra. Thatcher 
had two elanenta of significance. On the one hand, 
the earlier ection of it was helpful to the Taoiseach 
in relation to the eaentation of the meeting. On the 
other hand, the reference to the plenary session 
discussing cross-border security matters indicated that, 
in the British view, the emphasis of the meeting would 
be heavily on these aspects. we agreed, however, that 
our position on the basis for the meeting waa on record, 
that the Taoiaeach could not be prevented from widening 
the discussion, whether in the private discussion or 
in the plenary session beyond cross-border security 
matters and that there was no need to carry our 
contacts with the Bri tiah on this aspect any further. 

I conveyed the text of Mrs. '!'hatcher' a letter to the /1 ~"71/_ 
Taoiaeach and to Mr. Frank Dunlop on the phone. -r/v t.JV rt..£., 

~c;._.ll r;,;r;..~~} C-9--t-o-~...-.r"'t f-QJ'( h/-.~vf..... ·t-J{ 'Uta. ~ 
Tcr-.r.v; eP-tt~ ~/l~h/l !:9 -t'hsz- ~'V'J ~~P1 

lvl/k·~~ 
3rd September, 1979 
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