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Cor>fi.dcnlicl) 

l·'oJlowjJHJ reporL::.; o( !'1r. J!umr'';, Sl!COnd round of talks vllth 

)'12.·. 1\U:.i_ns on 10 DuccmlJcr (in respect of. which !lume' s ~;oJe 

public comment vld~; t:h.:lt. "progn'ss hud been made") I attempted to 

contc1c · him on J 1 D !CCJlb( r.. l1c hzH] <1l~~cady left for ~~ SC..!Ssion 

o[ th~ l:ur.opc<:m ParJi<::u,cmt.. :in Str.:tsbourg, but I cont<:.tcted Pat 

Jlurnc dnc1 Bd.".d HoclqC'l-s i o enquire hovJ :r1attcrs ~;tood. The 

follo'::ins pi cturc C!I.1~rccc1: 

John Ilume was hopeful of ac: . .Le','ing the a i1r sough L .:md h.:td made 

signific<.mt progress t1. his L.:tll:s with l\tkins. He had reported 

back to the Parly execut.i vc ~rJho shu.red his vic;. w. It no·.-1 S(!emed 

very likely th<J.t after their next :r1o ... ting on ~;~turday, 15 December, 

the NIO and the SDLP would be able jointly to announce thut the 

SDLP would pZ~rticipate in the proposed conference. This \·JOu1d 

be made possible on the ba~;is th:-<t the participnnts in the 

conference could di scu~s Uwir P.:trt.y policy in each c<:~se, thus 

en<:Jld.ing the SDLP to talk ubout an Iri~.;h <limens.Lon as they desired . 

'J'hc fornula Houh1 .L:n.ply thut the DUP cot,lcl for instance put dovm 

also m~jority rule for discussion , and the SDLP accepted that 

implication . 

The SDLP of course maiLtained their position that the Atkins 

document itself was inadequate , but now hoped that a way might be 

found around th~t problem i.n the Hay described ubove. 

The SDLP is observing <mel v1ould continue to ob~;crve the greatest 

discretion in ta}}:i.nc_:r publicJy about these developments both no•11 , 

in the ne9otictU on phase, and suLse(jUently when or if ~ grcemc1 

\ wouJd be rc,tchccl w.Uh Uw Brit..i~5h . Imything su~J~JC!Slive o£ 

1 crovJing or shout..i n<J of victory vJouJd be ~~·.;c1ulously avoidc L They 

llume felt that Dr . Paisley 

himf;cJf. woulc1 n~<1d \·!hat was prohubly CJO.i.ng t.o h<lppcn correctly 

nnc1 vlOuld mZ~i.nt<lin his inLenii.on of tyk.i.ng purt in the confcn .. .:nce . 

ll<MCVeJ: there \·l~ts <1 ri:;}~ th~t Peter Robinson <J.ncl others in his 

c<n.tp vwuld kicl: over the Lr.<tces in rc~;ponse to uny obviow·; clui.ms 

of ac1vant<:l<JC g;dnec1 which the SDLP mi9ht m.:t}~e . 

ConfiucnLldl 

NI),..o : 

Fo] lO'.oJj nq repox: L::.; of I·1r. ltumc";, ~(!conr1 round of tulk<. '".i.lh 

1'11". l\U:.lnG on 10 December (in rcspl!cl of v/hlCb Ilume t S !":iole 

pubJic comment "1.:J~; th~t "proCJrc·~>s hl1d )('(.:n In<.tdr;'') I aLtelnplcc1 to 

contd~L him on J 1 J)CCClrll;('r. lIc hud alrccdy left. for (} session 

of tht' Europoun ParJial1enL in Str.:JslJourg, but I contuctuc1 Put 

. IIurr.c l,nc1 Br5.c1 l'oc1:;C'l.-S to ell(Juirc hO'd m~ttC'rs ~;tooc1. The 

follO'.'.'ins picture clllurqc 1: 

John Hume wus hopeful of <:tchic lin'1 t .hc dim sou'Jht and had made 

sitjnifici.4nt progl-css in his lalLs with l\tkins. He I1dd reported 

buck to the Puxt.y execut.) vc ',!ho shared his viC'w. 

very likely tlwt aHcr lheir next meeling on ("~<llur:day, 15 December I 

the NIO and the SDLI' \'!Oulc1 be able jointly to announce that the 

SDLI' would pClrticiprlte in the proposed conference . 'This vlould 

be mack~ pos~)ible on the ba!:;is t.hat the participants in the 

confcl'en~e could dISCUSS their Party policy in (lch Cdse, thus 

enabling the 50:.11' to Lalk ubout an ] ri:",h uimE:!l1sion as they desired . 

']'110 fOllTIl.lu vlould in,ply thC1t the DUP could for instance put do· .. m 

also majority rule for Jiscussion , and thc SDLP accepted that 

implication . 

The SDLP of course maintained their position thut the Atkins 

document itsclf was inadequate , but now hoped that a way might be 

found uround th.:.lt problem in the way described a.bove . 

The SDLP is observing C1nd would continue to observe the greatest 

t c1iscretion in t,tl}; in9 publi cJ J' about these developments both no'"" 

\ in the' nC90til:1U on phase, and [:;u])scqucnt:ly when or if agl~eelt.cl t 

\ \-,Iou]d 1J,_ re~lchL'c1 v!1th the BriLish . !\l1ything suggestive of 

crm-;i ng or shouU n<] of victory wou] d be s,_dulously avoided . They 
,I 
I hlltl to bC\'liln:~ of ~)lli slcyitc r.cl1ction . llun'e fe]t thtll Dr. . Paisley 

hjll1~;cl[ woulcl l"C'ild Vlhl1t VJas pro!>.!bly <]o.1.ng to hClppen corrc'ctly 

(Ind would 111l1int<1in llis intcniion of l~<lkjng part in the confcroncc . 

lIovJC!ver lllcrc \'J~lr; <1 risk thut Peter Robinson <mu others in his 

C,tnlp vlOu.ld kid: over the Lr.tlcc~; in rc~;ponsc to uny ol)violl[; cL.ll.ms 

of tldV<lntllgc g(lin~c1 \vld ch the SDLP mi~Jht make . 
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of the t..:llk ~; l.llc lJL~ l tc· . . 'l'lds v:ould l>( the fiDLl' line . . 
llume hod at. <t1l Umc·~; made char, the :>c:1rty vJL;hed , as a 

po.lit.icLll p< rly inlr..!r :;Lc~d in dic:!l09ue ;md c1cpJor.i.ng the VLlcuum 

of recent. yec:1rs , to take purt in t.he Jl.lkins conference if a 

clcccnt und p1·opc1~ l>c:tsi ~_; couJ d be [ounc1 . 

Brfd Rocl<Jcrs , as Ch~li rmLln of the SDLJ , c;.:prcssed the hope thut 

I. we \vouJd tukc account , in any ~t:<ltcr .. .._nt"' ll :tt might be made ir. 

Dub] in , of the P urty 1 s si t.uuli' >n und of t.l c f ~ct 11, t they '.:cr c 

II 
in the middJe of delicate ncgotiationr with the British 

Governm ·nt . Strong condemnation of the British Covermt\ent 1 s 

working paper or a dcmund frorr: us thdt the Iric.·h dimension be 

cii~;cus~,c·d , or ali:crndtive}.y a promdtU.J..c cuHU.lCllL i.l ul Wt...: Dt...:l.i..e t...:L1 

the SDLP and the NIO vlerc on the point of agreen'C'n t on a pt-oper 

basis for the form! ·- ' s participation ir. the conference , ·:ould all 

be potcn-Lially dumuging through the Paisleyitc renction \·.rhich 

they v:ould evoJ.:e . Mrs . Rodgers commended the type of 

explano.tory cxposi tion of our vicv:s - avoiding for the moment 

spll ci f i c tactical demands or bald references to Irish uni t:y -

contained in the Minister ' s speech of 2 December. She 

conmented that this had been well received , referring to the 

Nevlsle_i.ter ' s coverage in particular . 

Mrs . Rodgers finully stressed the unanimity of the SDLP view 

th at. Hume wus on the right lines i n his talks with Atkins unc1 

tl. .t a disc1eet presentation of the hoped for result was 

essen tial. 

./ 
/ '"L , \. .._~, ( (~ 
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Tllis would lL; tIc ~.iDLl' line . . 
llume had ,It: .:111 UnK'!i nl.:lc1e .k.:1r , the P<:n-ty wished , as a 

poJitic111 p,]:ly illLcrc'!iLcd in clitdoCjue ;111d c1ep1or.i,l1g the vacuum 

of recent years , to tclke pu.rl in the J\ll:ins cOnfer011Ce if a 

ell'cent u.n c1 pl.:opL:r h,tsis cou] cl be fOUflC1. 

Brfd Roc1<J'>rs , uS Ch~1irmun of the SDLP , c;-:pressed the hope that 

. wc would t <11:0 accoun t , i 11 un}' s te terncn ts U (l't miCJh t be lndc1e ir. 

Dub] j n I of thl,,! P urty ' s s:L tUt1 t 1. on U.na of U e fact \..h< t they "!ere 

in the middle of delicate negotiation'"' ','/ith the British 

GovernlO·nt . Stron:r condemnation of the Brj,tish Government's 

\'Jorking paper or Cl clem~ nd from us tl1dt the Iric."h dimension be 

("jj s cus ~;c cl I or Cl l1:e rn a ti ve ly Cl P re.\I~ t t. 1. C<..JlI.ll'I::Jl L L.l c.l t. \VL: UL: l.i..l! 'l!I." 

the SDLP and the NIO \'lere on the point of agleeIT."nt on Cl proper 

basis for the former ' s partid,pation in the conference I 'lOuld all 

b e potentially cbm.:1<]ing through the Pais1eyi Le reaction \·,hj c11 

they v:ould evoke . Mrs . Roc1gers comTI'ended the type of 

cxplanutory exposi tion of our vie\':s - avoiding for the moment 

sp~ ci f ic tact 1. cal demands or bald references to Irish uni ty -

contained in the 'iinister ' s spcech of 2 December . She 

commented thdt thi.s had beL!n \'lcll reccivec1 , referring to the: 

Ne\'lslc_t.ter ' s covcruge in particular . 

Mrs . Rodgcrs finally stressed the unanimity of the SDLP vi w 

t hut: llwne ¥Jas on the right line~; i n his talks wi th Atkins und 

tl..t a disc.L"cet presentation of the hoped for resl~lt Vl(1S 

esscn tia l . 

. / 
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