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Conf iden ti Cl l 

- --- -- -- - - -

--- . 
Recent Northe-n Contacts 

1 . I 1ad con ersations recently with a cross section of SDLP 

peo) , i clu ing Seamus .lallon r HU}i Logue and some others and 

for e' t1e ro~lo~ing i ~ressions of c rent eve opments in the 

~DL 

2 . T' ere is 0 vie s a (ee e Jree 0': uncerta' nty . n tne "JartJ 

t t ' e '0. ent, re ati.g ~art'c' ar to t e direction h'c SDLP 

T1is ~o es partly fro. the eneral e OU 1 0', tct...-~ e . 

erta' nt of t."'Ie rese .. t Doli tical si t ation I·orthern re and 

a. artl~-, DL _.e e~s say , because t. ey are unc ear as ~o t.~e 

oli of the Irish 0 ernment . I felt t. ere <'Jas a noticeable 

t dency on tie part of me. y of t em to emphasise this latter 

aspe t and t.o e critical of the Government . The burden of 

criticism tended-to vary from person to person, 10 lever , and one 

could not isolate any single clear divergence )etNeen the policy of 

t.e Government and the SDLP . 0 doubt the criticisms of the 

Government must be seen in the perspective of differences of 

opinion on tactics wi thin the SDLP itself and the obvious 

frustration s arising from the present political situatjon in the 

North . 

3. The weekend seminar of t h e SDLP Executive and Constituency 

representative s in Downings, Co. Donegal ear l ier this month had 

before it a confidential paper entitled "Towards a lew Ireland -

a po icy review". This had been drafted by Seamus Mallon , 

assisted by Paddy Duffy and Sean Farren , representing the ' deep 

green ' and ' pale green ' dngs of the party respectively . 

Broadly s~e~ring the paper had concentrated on these thrne ojnts : 

(a) .~o ~ rogres s T. a s ossible in internal. orthern Ireland ter."s ; 

(b) Joi t action by t.1e Britisn and Iris. Go er .ments ·.las t e key 

to 2ro reSS i and (c) T' e actio s ould co centrate on t e process 

t ~ -r ~ sJ r- er ti e aet:ai_s 0= , L.~e =iria - sett.-e e_. - I 

s e 0:: ~o' - C IH .. iss': . -as e_~~sa-,e 
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l\ccounts of the actual discussions in Downings were somewhat 

contra ictocy , and I have not yet had an opportunity of hearing 

John Bume ' s version of the events . There was however considerable 

opposition to a paper which so manifestly rejected the option of 

pro~ress within Northern Ireland . The meeting culminated in the 

much mo~e general statement, pub ished in the nevlspapers on 

lOth September,which called on the two Governments to go beyond 

the necessary joint security measures and to'jointly initiate 

he olitical dia:ogue necessary to deal ith the problem itself' . 

During t1e discussions rume held out tne prospect of a 

eeting i t· e ourse of t. e fol o.~:_.g weeK bet-·-ee hims~:!.f, 

on t' ~e 'inister or oreig Affairs . It 'las agreed t at 

tio .0 Id re_Jort nac to t ~e Executive on t:~e folloi.J .g 

's au ie. ce a ears to e,--e 

c alrea ee arranged. J 

acco _ t of a ill c. 

~ot t.e i pression that 

He a so ga e t e 

~r Bria _ Cub.oo s ~uccessor as eau of t: e .-orthern Irelan - Office , 

Sto.e re ortedl a said that t e present so .d' }s 

t e polit'cal parties .ere a ritua_ to ~e Jot throug and 

that the. 10 ~ou e coming forvard -li th its c--n roposa s to-lares 

the end of t.is year or ear:y next Tcar . This was taKen as an 

encouraging sign by the SDLP people there, and contri~uted to an 

atmosp ere of opti~ism at the ~eeting . 

5. Although the prospect of an early meeting with the Minister 

for Foreign Affairs had no doubt helped to avoid the adoption of 

a potentially embarrassing and constrictive document , there 

appear s to have been no follow-up of any kind on Hume ' s part . 

The Executive met the following Saturday , in Hume 's absence . 

Attempts by Seamus allon to c arify the posi tion by telephone 

··Jere thwarted by a :na Ifunctioning of the te ephone system at the 

SDLP Belfast office. It is understandable in the circumstances 

that there i s some degree of confusion in the SDLP on the 

organisational level . 

6. The issue underlying the SDLP internal debate is the constant 

one of "'vhether t. e party should thror .. l its efforts behind the 

seare. or internal aeeommc ation in 'ort..ern Ireland or - ether, 
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1e face of the re eated fai ure of this approach, it should 

lit itself to the Irish dim0nsion as the key to proYL2ss, and 

'f so, he degree of tactical emphasis to be put on this aspect 

from time Lo tire. In relation to the forthcoming annual 

Conference, the Constituency Representatives have drafted the 

follo~ing motion: 

Conference de2lores the failure by successive British 
overnrnents to ecognise the real nature of the _~orthern 

Irish problem and calls on the British and Irish 
Govern~ents to agree to and promote a joint Anglo/Irish 
p~ocess of ~olitical, so'i~l and economic 'evelopment -
See "Ton ... ~RJS ~ r EP IRELA_ J - A POLICY REVIE " - wi th' n 
hich t.e represen-atives of the tT'o radit'ons in 

i-ort lern Irelal d lould ·'lork in par .:r:2 snip to'lards the 
cre ~tion of eace, stability al d astilg unity -lithin 
Irelan. (onstituency :'e resentatives). 

T.e rei-ere ce to t:.e ,la o. oc ent, '1=,ose ex'stence is ~ot as 

et 

7. 

o 0, i= reta' ne ~ I i. P - pub licatio OC t:.e 

s _ e Ge ree 0= 
re 0= the re ere_Tee s g Jests : 

te- 0 t 1:'e - . otio , 

- t '"',€ ':D12. 

er t:,a-c .! t 

c-earl_' i 

'.c t" e~e ~s agree e n LO do S I i t=_o ~ L doi _ ~ a:-.--

to -'J.e se se 0+ .J... e lEO io, . As o~ .0' t is see s t.e ore 

Cri ticis:-s of t'le overn et, '-hic. -'lere . ace b arious SDLP 

-e .' ers 0 er t e past fe 'eeks, centred on comp aints 

(a) t at the Taoiseach slould not have discarded the 
'Irish dimension' in the anorama intervi~w; 

(b) that there was a degree of indifference on the part 
of the Gove~nme t and t e public in the South generally 
towards the _Jorthe :cn minori ty and the SDLP i and 

(c) that no attempt was being made to define unity in 
attractive terms or to shape society in the South 
in a way which 'i,vould :nake the prospect of uni ty 
attractive to Northerners . 

Those who felt most strongly about (a) tended to be in the ' green ' 

wing of the party while those who emphasised (c) were those most 

committed to seeking an internal accommodation in the orth . There 
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aplC rs to be a wi espread belief that the Taoiseach had a 

1 erst-n ing ith irs. Tnatc er on a political approach 

to ort Ire an , . ieh again as variously interpreted as a 

onen de enaing on t e vie. :1oint of t e spea--er . g or 

I - C 1 tacts I ensured that those concerned ha t e text 

of t e most recent statements of the Taoiseach an - . inister . 

n e ropose meeting -lit t . .le . inister for Foreisn Affairs 

I ~ai it a been made c ear oy the Taoiseacn and :inister on 

I U ' r of occasions that t eir oor -las a - ays open to t e 

D ? but '- at t le l'linister lad been a sen t 01 Euro ean and U. 

business for t1 t entire veek . I Nas able to pass on to Seamus 

alon a proposed ace for a meeting with the Tao'seach, ar'sing 

out of the Taoiseach's conversation with John Iume in \atervi le . 

0.'1 t. e ';J neral issues I said I felt that the Taoiseach' s emphasis 

on the criterion of ' acceptabi ity to both communities ' enhanced 

rather thcn diminished the role of the SDLP , as the arbiters of 

what was acceptable to them . The British could not now avoid 

their responsibili ty to tackle the poli tical aspects . Alt.hough 

it was indeed probable that their proposed ini tiati ve vlOU ld fai I 

due to unionist attitudes it was all the more important , even 

from a tactical point of view , that the nationalist tradition 

should appear in a constructive and conciliatory light and that 

if there ~·~as to be failure , the Bri tish Tlould have to recognise 

were the source of that fai lure lay , and draw the consequences . 

I might dd t at a number of the SD:'P peop::'e I met volunteered 

"'is issive references to the recent s eech by De ut.- T Sile de Va_era . 

1 of e. confirmea ~ at it a e~OKe o support --_ atever among 

on ser 
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ance , ut felt on ref ection this might do more harm than gooo . 

s lat 0 be or imse f to decide and much would depend 

0 e ontcnts of t'le etter . Ho ever I felt that a etter 

ic nfirne i a general ay t at the Taoiseach ' s approach 

an e fu_ one i terms of the _-ort~ ern Ire=..and 

it ~t' 0 0 1 e encouraJi g rat' er t ' an ot_le n· i se . 

t' e ge eral sit· -t' 0 e fe t at po arisa"C 0 -l:';'S 

er ~asi.g ill insta ce man~- saIl eXa! - es of :I.- is . 

situation Cl. bee otent'al ex osi --2 in t e T~ai(e of tne 

ountbatten and -arren oint Killings, but the visit of ir . .. hatcher 

and t1€ no -visit of t'~e Pope ad 1e ped to ca ID loya ist anger. 

He sa' ere ~vas a growing exasperation in the Ai iance Party at 

the unionist ositi'"'!l . T e Offic' al Unionists were in a state 

of pat etic isarray, held to ransom at all evels by t e more 

energetic DUP, and t 1le prob em faci:.l.g everyone ,as I how do you 

put a spine in a jellyfish? '. He said the attitude in the 

I
" Alliance Party vras coming around more and more to the idea thctt 

the British would have lo shock the unionists into some kind of 

action , otherwise the OUP and the situation as a whole would 

continue to drift . He himself would like the British to set 

out a programme of povlersharing devolution and to hold a 

referendum on its acceptance as a condition of remaining in the 

U.K . This had been the feeling at the recent Council meeting o f 

the Al iance Party I where _ apier had called for a poli tical 

initiative . hbi e this is ~o doubt an emotional view rather than 

a considered policy it is of so~e interest in that it ref ects 

a moo of espo1 enc_ [ e en on t e part of the normal_ optimistic 

Ai i 1ce art:- r abou- t e poss' bilit_ ox an ... · vo untary 

co t-" ut~o to pro ress =~ -ni nist oli ticians. 

t:: ?2 - __ r- __ 
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11 e or curitJ cooperation (OUP councillors had seen 

t rins on 2 th eptcrn er and demal ded , inter alia , economic 

ancti ns a a' nst the e ublic , in retaliation ag~inst alleged 

fires of security cooperation) . In the course of a vis't to 

Sto-m nt Cast e for discussions on economic cooperation I also 

cane ross a number of 10 officials and had lunch later 1i th 

r . T'm ee and r. "av'd Gilli1and of the 10 . The only point 

of interest to report Nas that some of ir. ee ' s remarks seemed 

to conf ' -m t 1at the (10 P an to aunch their proposals wi thin 

t1e next few month s (p ~obab1y before the end of ~he year) . I 

got no indication \,lhat these proposals might be and it ·'las my 

impression that no decision had yet been taken on this . From 

some cursory references to an advisory-type as_~~~ly wi thout 

executive powe.cs I inferred this was possibly one of the option s ----- -under consideration . 

Se(=ln 0 Huigi '1~ • 

26 Septenmer 1979 
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