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I\PPO 1 NTMEN'1 OF SECU R ITY CO-ORDINATOR 

Ulster Office, 
11 Berkeley Street, London W1 
Telephone 01-493-0601 
Telex 21839 

2 October 1979 

The S~cretary of StaLe for Northern Treland, Rt Hon Humphrey Atkins MP, 

with the approval o f the Prime Minister, h a s appointed 

Sir Maurice Oldfiel d , GCMG, CBE as Security Co-Ordinator. The 

appointment wi ll t a k e e f fe c t f rom 8 October . 

Sir Maurice Oldfield will assist the Secretary of State in improving 

the co-ordination and effectiveness of the fight against terrorism 

in Northern Ireland. He will be based in Northern Ireland and be 

support d hy a joint staff drawn from the Royal Ulster Constabulary, 

t.he AI'my and tr.p ivil Service which will be operational 24 hours a day. 

~ir iauri('e Oldfie d was born in L915 and served i.n the army during the 

J , -.t'> '<lr'. lie joined the Foreign Office in 1947 and served in 

' inrrapo e and \ashington as \ell as in London. He retired in 197 and 

for -, he pa year has been Visiting Fellow at 11 Souls College Oxford. 

He i~ unmarried. 
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The bravery and increasing effectiveness of the Royal Ulster 

Constabulary and the courage and professionalism of the Army have 

Logether made great progress in dealing with terrorism in Northern 

I r'e land. The Government is determined to give them the maximum 

possible support in their efforts. The relevant defence and "law 

and order" public expenditure programmes have been exempted from 

the Government's recent measures on government expenditure; and it 

was announced only on 30 August 1979 that a further increase of 

1,000 men had been authorised for the Royal Ulster Constabulary. 

The Government intends to maintain and increase the pressure by the 

security forces on the terrorists so as to bring them to justice. 

They have no doubt that their determination to defend the citizens 

of orthern Ireland against terrorism, murder and violence by 

upholding the rule of law is totally supported by the vast majority 

of people in orthern Ireland irrespective of their religious and 

poli ical differences. 
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he fight against terror is in accordance -ith 

the Go'ernment s security objectives. 

ecurity objectives, political and constitutional development and 

economic and social policy interact on each other in ~orthern IrEland 

and need to be carefully linked together in HMG's total orthern Ireland 

policy so that each is pursued consiEtently with the others. The aim 

of the Government's security policy continues to be to eliminate 

errori m and to extend normal policing throughout ~Torthern Ireland. 

This policy will continue to be implemented through the application of 
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ma _hin J"~ of h e 1 a \," pre ailing in ~ orthern Irel and. Tl e 

I'm ' ill c nlinue to operate in support of the police. The RO " al 

l~ _r n~ abular r and the Army ill remain under the command of the 

(' hi ' Con table and the General Officer Commanding respecti ely. 

'Ih .' ecl't~t.ary of State for orthern Ireland, supported by ~1r Alison 

as his immedi2le deputy and by his other Ministers, is personally 

responsible for all aspects of HMG's policy for Northern Ireland. Th e 

~ ecllrity Co-Ordinator will be a full member of the Secretary of State 's 

staff and will contribute to the determined pursuit of all aspects of 

that policy. His first priorities will be to set up the new joint 

staff on a 24 hour operational basis and to review all current 

ecurity measures. 
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