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P.S.l-1. 

I sent 

a copy of the attached telex message from :·r!lshington. 

Tpis note refers briefly to tho main issues and suggest3 

possibla reactiOll.::l. ;( ~ (..)-.M..,~ r~~ ~ ~ ;1JR /A 

NoP~ , VI ,_--r-~ .. {Jf~~~ We-~ 
It is evident that~P~aker o•Ueill conte~plates action in ~ 
the form of Ccng!:essional hearings. 'Ne have ah1ays I~ }__; 
distir:c;l!i~h.s: d .Cet\·:een ~~cr. ho.:.rin~<s r:.ro::oost:sc1 by our 

frienc1s ;md held \•Ti th crr!':"op!:iC!~e te:::"r.1fJ of :::-e::erence before 

an establiEhe~ Corr~ttee of the House, on the one hand, 

and hearir~gs baE:e!i on W1cesirable criteria befor·~ the 

Biaggi ad hoc cm~T-itte<::: on the oth::!r. -:.·:e could therefore, 

subject to inforPlation ~ilich we should nc;: ::;cek regarding 

the timing, tenns of reference, purtici?ation and for~ 

(pr<;s\r~1e.bly the: l'oreigr1 'Ke lo.tions Conuni t to a) , ilpprove 

Congrss£io~al lH~2.r.::..:r.gz .!..:1itic:ted by th(: Spea~er. !n any 

case, as the .~:n~a 3 sa.d :);:- .!.n "t!a::hirrgtcn rci.n t.::; out, 

Mr. O'l~eill may pr:oceed without waitin9 for endorserr,ent from 

u~. 

As regards ~·7h~t ~tr. 0'~1eill and Ser.ator I<cnr.edy "should no·"' 

be doin9 and saying", I believe vTe shoulcJ. favour the 

continua1ce by thdm of r•ress~re o:. the 0. S. Ad.r!dnistraticn 
t 

edesir:;n,=d to rr.ai.:1 t-3.1:1 its heigh te:-!cd in tere.£ t in "the 

probJ.c;:; of Northern Irel~~. T:~ey shoalci ::;i:;ilarly press 

their vieVJs on approp:::-i~.te occ~sicns 0:1 B:::-i tish 

repre~ent(!ti ves ir. Washinc;-ton cr elsevrheY."e. I-:iaving reqard 
let t1na 

to d;.e r.e c2 s~i ty of /th~ n~·.i Brj_ t.i2h Gove::rnm~n t settle 

C..own c.nC. she~·/ i ~s intC':r.~~.c-::s, , .. :c :;.igil t ;lo·.·Jcvor recommend 

tl1at fo= t~e ~axt Month, or perhaps u little longer, 

t!rc.se act:. ·1i ti~s sh.::>uld not be public. It cvuld be held 

that P-nouq!1 ha~ boea ~ ui.d L1 ;n.!b !i c to s-i V:.:! the ne·,; 
/ " 

Londc.n Governr.te:n-c tl1c r :ess -:1c;e cmd thc.t re?etition ma:l prove 

counte!' ·-producti ve. 
' ' 

----------~._,~-------------------------
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a copy of the attached telex message from :·1"~9hington. 

Tpis note refers briefly to tho matn issues and sugg~st3 

possib:a reactiol~;p2.'~~~~t~ 
It is evident that-S~~aker O'Ueill conte~plates action in ~ 
the form of cengreSS~Onal hearings. lie have al\-lays I ~ Jj 

disti!~<Jl!i~h~d c8ti-.'Ci!n ~t;cr. ho.:.rinc:..s r-ro~osGc1 by our 

friends and held ,·d th crrro!?rit!~e ter~~ of re::erence before 

an establishec Corr~ttee of the House, on the one hand, 

and hearir~gs na!:e!i on W1cesirable criteria be£or·~ !:he 

Biaggi ad hoc Cm~~!.ttec on the oth~r. ~:a could there::ore, 

subject to inforT'lation ~hich we should nOi.' seek regarding 

the timing, terms of reference, pC4rtici?ation am forU!:l 

(pr(;s\r~1C.'.bly t.l-te !'oreigr, Re lations Conlmi ttOe) , approve 

COf1grss!':io~al h~2.r:!..:r:.g5 .!.:dticted by tli(.! Spea%er. !n any 

cC!se I 25 the .~:n':::'?' 3 sa.d ~= in ·,!a~hirtgtcn pCirlt.:; out, 

Mr. 0' l~ei 11 may p!:oceed wi thou t \-lai ting for endorsement. from 

uz. 

As regards uh.3t !vlr. a'Neill and Ser.ator I<cnr.~dy "should now 

be dOin9 and saying" I I believe vTe shoulc1 fn.vour the 

continua"1ce by th-am of r,reSsure 0:1 the o. S. A~inistratien 
t 

edeslsned to reai~tai~ its heighle~ad interest in ~he 

probJ.c~i of Northern Ire1i:l.n~. T:"H.~Y shca1ci 3i:;ilarl~' press 

their views on approp:.-ic>.te occ.2.sic:'ls on B:-i tish 

repre!:ent.:!ti ves in WashinGton er. elsev/he~e. I-:ia\ring regard 
lettlna 

to L~e r.cc2s:si ty of Ithl3 1112'.; Brj .. :'i3h Gov(:;rnnl~nt settle 

c.owTI enc. shc~'1 i -:'5 :'n.tC'n-:'.5. C:~5, "'"C :!'.igi.l t ;lO"~JCVcr recor.unend 

tllat fo= t~a ~ext Month, or perhaps Cl little longer, 

t!le.se act:.. -Ji ti~s sh.::mld not be plli:>llc. It cuuld be held 

that enouq!1 h"\~ bCCil !'tlid L1 ~ub:ic to S"iv~ the ne'N 
/ . 

Loi1QGn GcveTIlr:te:n"t the r:ess:!se v.nc. thc.t re?eti tion ma:l prove 

COtLltt~!"'-producti ve. 
, , 
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The remnining question is that of action by the Adrninistrati 

The Ambass~dor describes ~~c limiting factors, notably 

the «tti tude of the State De~artmen t. It is hm•levor 

evident that the pressure of our friends can result in, 

at lease, helpful privato inta::vention by Pre3ident Carter 

and hi•J exccuti ve. Here aga.:.n the matte::- of timing arises. 

}le rr.ir;ht sugg'3st that it wculd be desir~ble for the 

Administ~aticn to confirm, along the lines of President 

Curter's state~ent of Au~ust 1~77 ~nd hi~ endorsement last 

yenr of Spenker C'~eill, that it !s intc=a~ted in and 

concernec1 «bout t:,e s i tu-'\tion i"'l No:::-th~rn Ire land. The 

Administrc?tticn rnisht care to adopt the point which the 

'l'aoise.J.ch put tc f.pcaker 0' l~~ill en 19 !1a~r, nor..~ ly that 

''opp0n~nts cf der~ocre.c~· thrive on unrest" and that Ireland 

is the rm.E~t n~·itJhbour to the U.S.l\, on thi9 side of 

the Atl~ntic. In a later phase, nuch ao ncY.t AutuTTin, 

if Dri tish policy shculc1 ap9e2r tc hav~ lest rnorrentur.1 or 

to be fnilins- o-: itn objuct.iv~r::, tl~G 1\dr:ini:::;tr.:ltion r.d.ght 

bo influenced to c-cnv~~' tn r....:-.ndcr~ a S8r.se c"!.: ir:1patience, and 

desire to see decie1vc, balanced DOlit!cal action and 

confirrr.aticn o~ willingnesG on i·~ushingtcn' s pc>.rt to assist 

ecClnor:~ically <!"t: the C!F.l:"'~o:; ri~t.c st.ase. 

In regard to tim.ing it should be noted that the 

Adrninist:.:-a~icn r..ight not be \·Tillir.g to td~c action of the 
( 

ckind eugs-e s ted above C:t!r:'..nc; c~ ir.~~diate 1:;• a:f ·~er the 

Taoiseach's visit to Washington (new tc !all within the 

period 1-18 Hov.::rrber} so as to av0id an im9re~sion of 

influ~nca. 

Since ~~)~ssadcr Ccnlcn r~fc~s to e rectin~ of the Bi~ Four 

late thi~ ~·:eel:, it \'iCUld be desirable tc dj scuss our 

reaction as ec·on a:! poss 1t1e \lith the MiniE"t~r. 

D • M • N e 1 i <J c?w! 

f lw1ay, 19 79 

C.C. PSS 
Mr. Swift 
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The remClin1ng qUGstion is that of action by the Administrati 

The Ambass~dor describes ~~c limiting factors, notably 

the attitude of the State De!?artment. It is hOlllElVOr 

eviuent that the pressure of our friends can result in, 

at lease, helpful privato inta=vention by Pre3id~nt Carter 

and hi-] exccutive. Here aga:'n the ma'ttc;:' of timing arises. 

}ve nd'Jht sugg~st that it wculd be desirable for the 

Administ~aticn to confirm, along the lines of President 

Carter's state~ent of Au~ust 1~77 ~nd hi~ endorsem~nt last 

yenr of Spenker C'Neill, that it is intc=a~ted in and 

conc~rrlet] aDon t t:&e s i tu~tion in No=th3rn Ire land. The 

Administrnticn rnic1ht care to ador.)t the point which the 
'" --
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desire to sec decis1vc, balanced ~olit!cal actio~ and 

confir~~tion of willingness on Washingtcn's part to assist 

ec(m .. or:~ically c:!'; the C\Fb .... ~c!";ri2t.c zt.asc. 

In regard to tim.ing it should be noted that the 

tdminlstra~lcn ~ight not be willi~g to t~kc action of the 

ekind Eu,]sested abovc c\!r!nc; c:::' ir.T.~diatcl~' af '~er the 

Tacisc.<lci1'S viRit. to ~~~"shington (new tc ~al1 within the 

period 1-18 Hovl3!Tber) 60 as to ave-id an im9t"e~sion of 

1nflu~nca. 

Since ~J"J)2..Bsadcr ConlcT'l r~fc~s to e. r.-E:ctinr: ef the Bi~ Four 

late thiG ~':ccJ:, it \~'culd be c' .. csirable tc dj sct!ss our 

reaction as f:;c:on a!! p05sil:.lc \lith the HiniE'b:~r. 
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D • M. N C! 1 i g cu, 

f lvlay, 1979 

C.C. PSS 
Mr. Swift 
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A r view of their policy l thl rea is tt r for th 
u. • uthoriti 1 woul be in ppropria for to eo 
on th ir action dir tly. I u rat nd that th review 1 
un4 r ak n in he light of c rn in Congr a u lleg 

ltr a nt of p reo ln polic cu tody. You y recall 
r terence to this aubj 
St te ent by o.s. poll 

ub uent co enta by 

in the mo t roc n st. Patrick' D y 
1 nd aongre aio 1 1 dera and the 

r 'l'ip O'N ill. 

Aa you ow, it la GOv rn ent policy here our polic 
to ce co-op rat eloa ly wi h the pollc in Northern Irela in 
ord r to prevent the viol nee that h caused o uc d th n 
d atrtction nd which aa ffect both p r ta of he country. 
At the • e t1 e, we hav , of cour e, alw y d lor ny 

ltreatm n of p r on in cu "tody. Apart f o b 1 g, ~ 

inh rently wrong, y auc tol tion us prev nt gen r 1 
cc ptance of he a an 1 p rtial polic ore pl 

ob taclea in the way of reco ciliation a d 
b on partner hip. T • I 1 h Gov r 

cc he Britt h Gov r nt of th 

h por - hlch follow an offlcl 
I / . 

0 

and xpl'eaa e ope t t I I . 
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A 1 of th it policy 1 thls r ls tt r for h 
u. • uthorlt1 a 1 ul In propriat 

th 11' et ton cS 1r t y. I u r t nd th t 

und r ak n In h. light f cor 1n Congl' 
Itr nt ot p 1'80 • tn pol1c y. Y u 

r t rene to th1s .ubj et in the moat roe n St. Patr 'ek' D y 

S nt by U.8. poll le 1 nd oongl'e •• l0 1 1. del'. and h 
u uent co r ~ip O'Neill. 

Aa you now, 1t la GO ernment policy her our polic 
toree co-op rat el0 ly vi h th pol1c 1n Northern II' 1 ln 
o d l' to prev nt th viol nee th t b.. eau ed 0 cS n 
de trietlon nd which haa ffected both p rta of b un rYe 

At the • t1, we bav , ot cour •• , lv y d ny 
ltreatm nt of per 0 i eu -tody. Apar lng, r 

inh rantly wrong, ny 8uoh viol tlona pr v n gan r 1 
n I. rtial polic oree nc!l pl 
o ciliation poll le 1 progl' a 

T. r I. h Gov r lco 
cc ptano by the Brit1 b Gov r 

. tb B nn t por -which follow 
nt of 

n offici 
o 

nd e hope ( I I . I . 
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