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Heeting \·Jith the Taoiseach- 27th August 1980 

1. The Taoiseach received in his office this afternoon the follm;ing:-

Department of the Taoiseach 

Mr .P.O hAnrachain 

Hr . \tJ. Ki n...ran 

Departrrent of Forej_V1 J..ffairs 

Nr.A.0 1 Rourke,Senr-etary 

Nr. S. Hhelan, Counsell or 

The purpose of the meeting was to consider the preparatory· Hork and 

to obtain guidelines for the official-level meeting ~,,i th the 3ri ti.sh 

on 11th September 1980. 

2. Arrangements for the meeting on 11th September "~:Jere dis cussed in 

the context of the series of forthcoming meetings at different levels 

"YTi th the British. The broad basis for the 11th Septenber meeting, ?..S 

set out in the attached DFA note (Annex A) \vas agreed. In particulr.r , 

the Taoiseach considered that the order of age~da items set out at 

page 2 of the DFA note should be followed. He stressed the overiding 

importance of the Northern Ireland question and the necessity to keep 

that item at the top of the agenda. 

3 . In regard to the composition of the Irisl1 delegation, it vTas agreed 

that it would consist of officials from the Departments of the Taoiseach 

and Foreign Affairs. The intention \vas to have a delegation of modest 

size vThich vlOUld not include technical experts from other Departments e 

The meeting on 11th September vras seen as having an informal character-, 
1 

the purpose of which v!Ould be to review and assess the current sta:ce 

of official Anglo-Irish cooperat j on, including of course the question of 

Northern Irelcnd. 

4. Dis cuss ion about the agenda for the 11th September meeting vTas based 

on Annex B attached. The following \vas agreed:-

-vThile Northern Ireland \·JOuld be upT'ermos t as an i tern on the Irj sl:. s ·: cA ~ 
the manner j n vlhich G-overnment :!"'Olicy uas to be presen~ed ' .. Tculd dc:r:er.r1 
on the outcome of the Taoiseach 1 s next meetir.g 1:/i th the SDLP schedule· 
for 4th September. In light of the results of that mee~ing,guideJines 
lvould be gj_ven to officials on the strategy to be follo·:ied ".·Then 
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pr~Jsenting Government policy on lJorthern Ireland to the British on 
1 1 th September. 

-the areas of economic and political cooperati~n ioentified in /mnex E 
were accepted as covering the main < genda i terns for 11th Sentember. 
Further consultation between Departments could take place as necess ai-y 
in order to arrive at a firm draft agenda ':!hich could be put tc the 
British. (Other than ·the strictly polj tical asrects of the 1~orthe:::n 
Ireland ques tim,, there \vas no detailed dis cuss ion of the econ')mic and 
political rr.atters set out in Annex B,though the pre"'ent position 
regarding proposed voting rights for Bri tj_sh residents in Ireland Has 
noted). 

-the previous practice \vas noted \-!hereby it 1vas implicitly agreed that 
Srit~sh readiness to discuss vlith us political c:spects of the Northen1 
Ireland question vias metched by our preparedness to discuss vri th them 
matters of security. A similar a!='·Proach could be follovJed for the 
meeting of 11th September. It -vms also agreed that securi tv matters. 
when discussed at the political level,could more appropriately be , 
considered at the Hinisterial rather than Head of Government level . 

5. In the broad context of deepening and extending Anglo-Irish cooper­

ation and in particular regarding the question of Hin2..steria1-level 

meetings in the economic and technical fields,the Taoiseach expressed 

his view that such meetj ngs should take place Hi th the :Sri tish only 

if the need arose and on an ad hoc basis \vhere specific projects Here 

concerned. 

6 . On Northern Ireland policy , the Taoiseach indicated that there -v10uld 

have to be some modification of the British guarantee to the Unionists 

before -vre could move into the area of presenting detailed prcposals 

on Northern Irelana. Fe did not consider it possible to secure moveru:mt 

on our side \vi tl:out first seeing a change of heart on the part of the 

British. Despite serious obstacles on the British side (e . g . the Tory 

right-l·:ing ), \·re should as a 1..rorking principle continue to press the 

British on the question of a quadripartite conference . ':'his \·Tas the 

mess age \·Jhich the Taoiseach continued to relay to Ers . Thatcher tl'rout:~t 

t hird parties . "frs . '::'hatcher , he said, would be reflecting carefullvr ove 1' 

the summer months on her 1\~orthern Irelc..nd policy anr.z. t.e hoped to hs.ve 

her vieHs at their next neeting . Jf , depite every effort on our part , 

the British proved to be totally unyielding in their attitude, then 

consider at:: on would h::ve to be given to adopting a much tout;her 2.ine 

with ther.1 . The problem of the Unionists vias essentially a Briti.sh 

problem and one to \·Thich the British vrould have to acdress ther.:~s elves 
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seriously . 

7 . l' r . O' Rourke said that the latest indications we had received from 
London suggested that there had been no significant movement in the 
British attitude . All the indications v1ere that Ers. Thatcher ' s Govern­
ment intended to pursue the Atkins process to the very end . If that 
process failed , as vias likely , the Brjtish might revert to the idea of 
' progressive devolution ' , as hinted in the Discussion Paper. But as 
matters now stood , it appeared that the British \vere fully coFur.1itted to 
the Atkins process . 

8 . 'J'ha 'l'aoiseach said he noted what was covered today and repeated tr..at 
f urther guidelines would be forthcor1ing on Northern Ireland policy after 
his meeting on 4t h September with the SDLP . He said that any further 
ideas or suggestions on the forthcoming serj_es of meetings with the 
British could be put t o him through the usual channels . 

f"-sw 
27th Augus t 1980 
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