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S September 1980 

Secretary 
Oep rt n t of the viron nt 

Atuntiolu D. Murphy 

I am directed by the Mini.ter for Foreign Af air. 
to refer to pr vio\W corre.pondence (your r ferenee 
Pin 12/11) concerning cantacta with the Briti.h 
authoritie. on the que.tion of canpen.atlon for 4amage 
to property within the St te ari.ing from the 
activitie. in )forthern Ir land of th Briti.h. curity 
for •• 

Tbe .. ay in London whicb rai •• d the tter gain 
with th Briti.h authorities on 4 July ( •• e note 
attacbed) h •• ino. reported that no progr •• ha. been 
.ade on the general c .ation q .tion. e 
Foreign Office h...ub tted the matter to the Tre .. ury 
and the Tre .ury'. re.pon.e i. awaited. 

A. regard. the .pecific que.tiOD of the Kiltyclogber 
cla1u th. are b fore the orth.m Ireland Court •• 
It ap ar. to b. the c .. e, but the rlti.b authoriti • 
vere unabl to confi thi., that. the legal advi.or. 
to th iltyclogber re.ident. are not pusbing the matter 
forward becau l.gal opinion 1. to th effect that if 
the ca. • wer heareS the clai. would be rej cted 

cause they are In re.pect of prop rty out..lde 
juri.dict.ion. 

for Secretary 

c.c. r. raDk Hurray 
Depar nt of th oi acb 
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14 July, 1980. 

Hr. Gerry 0' Connor , 
Departaent of POreign Affair •• 

Dear Gerry, 

I write in relation bo the clai ag inst the British 
Authorities for bomb daaag on behalf of residents in the 
Kiltyclogber ar a of County Leitria about which we have 
been in contact. rlier thi. year. Hugh Swift's copy 
minute of 29 rebruary, 1980, to the Secretary of the 
Departaent of th Bnvironaent is the last l' port on the 
subject which h ve fi1. 

As you know it is now lao t 6 years since the British 
blew up the bridge spanning the Leitr er nagh border 
causing d .. ag to number of bou as in Kiltyclogh r 
including the home of the Se ly fuily whioh was r nd red 

unithabitable. In November 1978 the Taoiseach suggested 

to the Minister for the Environment that sympathetic 
consideration be oiven to the question of whether 
MmSea1y's case and otbers miqht be dealt with OD an 

ex gratia besis in a somewhat similar manner to claims 

for bomb da oe proces ad under the 1974 compensation 

scheme. The Mini.ter responded positively to this 
suqgestion and indic ted that his Department would take 

th~ matter up on a confidential basis with the Leitrim 

County Manaqer. In the event it materialised that not 

only had all of the sev te n peo le involved ce 
claims against the Briti h Authorities but that 
an enqin from Belfast d inspected eacb of the 
pro rties conc mad be ore Chri.tmas 1978. The engineer 

in question is reported as having told tbe claimants 

that there would be deei ions on their cl ilftS in March/ 

April 197. On t t aecount it vas not po sible to 
proceed any further witb the roposed e~ qratia scheme 

at lea t until we saw wha tran ired as a result of 

the action of the Rrlti h uthorities. 

been no .ignifie nt progress 

with the claims, t 1 that we are awar of. e 
have been told that eomplex 1 al issu s are, in pr, 

re pon ible for tb slow rogre s of tbe cases. While 

this 1. ndoubtedly a jor contributory factor It 

non the1ess remains the position that the Y.i1tyelogber 

people are out of poe t for tbe damag caused to their 

propert~tb~eu b no fault of their. for almost 6 y ars. 

We ar nxiou8 to brlng this sa tb a sati.faetory 

coaclu.lon a. expeditiously a. pos.ibl and on that 

account would be qlad if your rt nt would arranqe 

to hav furt r eaquirle mad thro h tb Embassy in 

Londoa with a view to d erminin the current position 

of the various clai.. concerned and al.o hather there is 

aay pos ibl1lty of •• peedy settl ent of the leqal and 

any oth r i.sues involved • 

. ~lJRIA.Y 

F. Murray 
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