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Meet.ing wit.h Hr" M Hlchat?1_:1oriart.y, Assistant t)nd2!. 

Secretm, Northern Il-land Of~e 

".0 1.·./1; The meeting too.'..~ pll1c.~ in the British Embassy 
~:.J residence and was a t.tended by the British Ambassador, 
. :..l Mr. Moriarty, Mr. St aples and Mro Smith, on the 

British Side, and by Messrs. Nally, Dorr, O· Haniahan 
'i~l" " . and Ne111gan. The discussions lasted about l hours. 

,~> The main points were:- . . 

(1) 

(2) 

Mr. Moriarty's view that the iihite Pape~ 
discussions were not yet moribund. -.~ 

:~u~~,~:;~:~~ J~~~i!~~:c~~;:ih~f f=t~~ 
parties concerned, in Northern Ireland, 
t.o the very end, in an effort to find out 
1f any f orm of adminis trat ion was accept ab 
or attainable Cl There was a basic pull in \ ' 
unionism towards devolution: this pull was 
being counter-acted by certain elements,'~ 
particularly POWELL, who s aw the solutlo~ . 
in further Int~s ,:ration. It was 1ndlca~td\ 
to M:r. Moriarty, that the Government h ' . 
was not dismissive of the Whito Paper 
proposals, but saw them, 9imply, as inad~ate 
to the problem. The most va l uable part ~f the 
White Paper was its framework and backgro~d6 
rather than the specific proposals. The\ ~ 
~aper had gone along way towards recognls~ 
the legitimacy of Irish aspirations and th~ 
possibility, however remote, in the eyes o~ 
the ?apers authors, of their being attained ' ~ 
by con...ent& 
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That a meeting with the British Pr~e Mini 
might not be on, at the end of September, 
might not even be desirable, . 1n view of th 
possibility of the White Paper discussions 
still in progress then. In reply it was' s l 
that there was no need for the Paper discus 1-
to be concluded before the Tao1seach's meet . 
the Prime Ministe.r. The two series of 1:alks ~ould ' ! . 

go On in parallel.. Tb ··,,;- & was also the 1.1 ~.~1-.~hOod ". 
of a meeting between ':he Foreign Minister and the 
Northern Secretary, b ::fore the Prime ministerial l, 
meeting. The question of a meeting of officials, ~ 
ear.ly i Xl. _September, to discuss ways of giving ~ 
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substance to these other meetings was discussed. 
It would be necessary that tho Prime ministerial, 
meeting, in particular, should be well prepared 
so that the conclusions wore not -thing. 
Possible ways of achieving this are to be 
considered further by both sides. It was 
atressed, in particular, that in any changes, 
or any move forward, there must be balance -
in other words, there cOuld be no suggestion of 
OOV~1ent on the part of the Irish side alone, 
unmatched by some change or movement on the 
British aide, 

The British side emphas~sed that there were two 
target groups which needed attention. The 
first is Dritish Back-bench Conservative opinion, 
which held strongly to the view, even now, 
that once terref'isrn was ~lled the problem would 
be ended. The second grc;>up was the majority 
in Northern Ireland, whose support, for change, 
was essential, The negative effect of continual 
repetition of the present guarantee was stressed -
and, in particular, the licence this gave tb 
the un1on1stw to tell even ,the Dritish Government 
that they were not ~nterested or would not 
participate in any initiative to improve the 
present s .ituation. The existence of a broader 
d ~~enslon beyond ~orthern Ireland was hardly 
taken into account7 

The quest.ion ",asS raised ox whether e:xisting 
for.as of co-operation, which went on between 
the twoccuntr1.es ... could heele ~ated and g±:ren 
a higher pol~tica2 pro=ile_aao as to eemonstrate 
to bo"-wt najorlty l!DO ~nority. 'in ... orthern :I:r-e and 
just horl full ~ :fruitfu_ these forma I)f 
co-operat.ion be:~een the t"..ro -oountr1es U~_ 
~s J.estlon is to i:e co.nsidered further a A 
official. level. 

:In genera.ls the point w-as made by' the Bri.tish that: there 
should not be any .assumpt.ion that amcX'i]' wUonists or 
among COIlSerative opinion in t.he U.K. unity was seen Aa a 
logical or n atur.al conclusion to the present confllct. 
-rhtae vas still a very large selling job to be done, on 
this point, not least to the Prima Minister her~alf. 
Th e need was also stressed of extreme care in the way any 
sug~ion for a c·onference wa,s put forward. 

24th July, 1980. 

(Copies to Mrssrs. 6 hAnnrachain, Kirwan and Neligan) 
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