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I'I<IS()NI ',({S IUCIl'l'S ANI.) l'RlVlJ .EGES IN NJ: 
SI'.CI<I ','I'i\RY OF STATE 

Ulster Office. 
11 Berkeley Street. London Wl 
Telephone 01-493-0601 
Telex 21839 

4 December 19~O 

STATEMENT 13Y 

' l' llt' Se'( "('Lar ' Y or Sl.at(~ fur Northern Ireland, Rl. Hon Humphrey ,\tkin s , 

MP, was a .... k(·d Lhi s al'l.ernoon in the liouse uf Commons by 

M, ' 1'01111 Miil'land MP (Wesl. Cloucestershire) if h e was satisfied 

L1lil ( ; 1 I LIt(' rj gilts and privileges available to prisoners in 

No, ' ( h( ' J'1l I re land arc fully understood by the prisoners and by 

(, 1)(' P Ill> I i <' • 

'I'll(' Sc('\'cLal'Y of St.ate said: "Concern has been expressed on 

hum,lll i l.a['ian grounds about conditions in the Maze Prison in 

N()I ' LiI<"' 1l It·/! Land. 1 set out below the real facts about the 

I i viii!.!, cUlldi L i OilS which are open Lo all pr isoners in Northern 

11'(' I .Il1d; and ( ~ xpl a Ln the special measures which have already 

1)('('11 Llketl Oil humani Carian grounds j Jl respcct of the living 

(' ()lldiLioIlS or Cite protesCing prisoners. 

11 I' ll(' Lt' Jl lH'isOJl('J's ill Northern Ireland ar e on hunger strike in 

:-OllppoT'L or a demand Chat all protest.ing prison e rs be grant e d 

11 po I i C i ca I sCaLns", which would be intended to differentiate them 

II 'om a I I other pt·isoners. 

«('mall d. 

The Government.. will not concede that 

"'I'h( ! :-op('eil ' ie demands by t..he male protest..ors are for five changes 

ill LlI(' i J' pJ'i son regime. They are the right: 

\ i) Lu wear' their OWll clothes; 

( i i ) to ,·"r,'aill rrom prison work; 
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• 
( i i i ) 

( i v ) 

( v ) 

1.0 assocj alc f,'c(! I y wi Lh on(' anoLlwl'; 

1.0 ClI'p;allj SC' l'cc'l'caLionaJ fac.i Lil.ics and Co have one 

Ic!Ll.er, visit and parcel a week; 

1.0 have J ust I'(~mission fully restured. 

I'SII("II c:hillll!:es would go far Lo give, and are intended to give, 

Lllc' Pl'utc'st ifl~ prisuners control over their lives in prison, 

alltJ c' olll d noL b(~ agreed Lo by Lhe Government, since to do so 

wU1I1 d h(! lo legitimise and encourage terrorist activity. 

WhaL L1I(' C;overnmenL is commitLed to is lo ensure that, for' all 

pl'i SUlte'I'S, lh(~ r'egj me is as enlightened and humane as possible. 

'l'h .is sLill.emp.nt cl arifies, in relation to the protestors I demands, 

how I"al ' thi s has already been achieved. 

"IJlld.'I' )'" i son Ku I (~s, prescribed under statute by lhe 

SC!C'I'('I..U' y tJ r SLaLe, pr.i soners are ent itled to certain rights 

illld may, ir l.hey conform wiLh the Rules, enjoy certain 

pl'i v i I egc's. Kighls may not be withheld - allhough prisoners 

I"all - and lilt! protestors do - choose not to Lake Lhem up. 

I'l'j vi I cg(!S, on the other hand, may be withheld if a prison I' 

j s i Jl hr'each of t he Rules. If prisoners abide by the Rules, 

LlH!n Lh(! pr'ivil(!ges are accorded as a matter of course. The 

r' i ~hLs and pl'iv i I cges compare with the pro"Lestors I demands as 

rCl I I tJWS:-

(a) (' I ollling: Lhe protestors wanL the right to wear their 

OWII clClLhjn~ at all Limcs. l't'ison Rules require 

pI' i SOIlCJ'S to wear pri son- issue clolhing (or special 

('loLhc!s appr'opriate Lu their work) during normal 

WOI' k j flg 1I0uI's on week- days (7. 30 am Lo 5.00 pm). 

BilL, as a privilege, prisoners may, unless they are 

('flgaged on orderly duties, wear t...heir own clothing for 

Lhe rcsL of the evening during the week, and, 

lhroughout... the weekend. They may also wear their own 

c'loLhing when receiving visits. For security reasons, 

('U lour and design of prisoners I own clothing is subj ect 

tCl l.he discr'eLion of the Governor. 

It. w i I I t.hus he seen lhaL a prisoner 'onforming with the 

I'" I coS lIIay WC!ill' h i.s own clothing for almost half the time 
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" '''-, .. "-,,._--------

I ... wuuld expecl lo be outside his ceU. ror lhe 

,'j ' ,na i 11 dc!r 0 r the lime, the Governmcn t 1 S deci~ion 0 r 
"I.] Oc :lobc r' means that con forming pr i~oncrs will be 

w('a.' Lng ci vilian clolhing issued by lhe prison 

,,"lh()rities. 

(b .. ~: The protesting prisoners seek the right to refrain 

f"om priRon work. Prison Rules require convicted 

I'" i sOllers lo 11 engage in useful work l1 , and four main 

Lypes of Huch work are undertaken. First some 

pd soners undertake domestic tasks in the kitchens, 

dining areas, ablutions and wings. Second, an 

CxL(!IIsive range of industrial employment- is provided 

ill .H'ison workshops. Third, vocational training is 

.wallable to teach a wide range of skills. Courses have 

h(!t!n devcd.oped to the requirements of the skills testing 

ser'vice of the City and Guilds of London Institute. 

Fourth, education classes are provided during working hour s 

(from 2 to 20 hours a week) to cover a wide range of 

pt'isoners 1 needs from remedial education to Open 

University courses. Classes in craft theory are given 

Lo complement the vocational training side whilst 

tuition is provided in a wide range of subjects enabling 

IH'isoner~ to study for RSA, City and Guilds Literacy 

and Numer'acy certificates, GCE 10 1 and 1 A 1 level 

c(!,'Lificates. 

III br'ief, while Prison Rules require a prisoner to 

I1l!llgage in use ful work l1 , work is inte rpret-ed to includ 

order'] y duties, industrial employment, vocational 

LI'aining, and educat ion. 

(c:) As~ociation: the protestors want the right- to associate 

ft'eely with one another. The Prison Rules provide, 

as a privilege, that each week-day evening for 3 hours 

and throughout the day at weekends, prisoners have 

l1associat-ion l1 during which, within each 25-cell wing 

Lt .... y may watch TV, play indoor games, follow hobbies and 
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• t' x('rcis(! in Lhe yard aLLached to each wing, and aLtend 

"ducaLjurI classes. I\. wide range of evening clas:::;es i~ 

J)J'OV j df'd and t-here is some dove-ta il.ing wiLh daytime 

courses. I\.parL from text- books the NI Educat-ion alld 

I.ibrary lloards provide well ... stoeked libraries. 

III·w.~papeJ·s may he Laken t-o be read in cells. 

Books and 

III shur'L, Lhere is already, as a priviJ ege, association 

wiLhin each wing outside normal week-day working hours. 

(d) R(·cl'eaLioll: the protestors demand the right to organise 

r'(!cI'eaLionaJ faei lities. The prison regime already 

pr'ovldes fuI' the use of gymnasi a and playing pitches in 

addjLion LO the statutory exercise p riod of not less 

t.han one hour each day in the open air when practicable. 

During association periods, prisoners may use the Hobbies 

Room fur supervised handicraft and artistic activities. 

t (. ) Vis iLs, let- Lers and parcels: the prote stors demand one 

visiL, one parcel and one letter each week. 

UndcI' Pr'ison Rules, each prisoner enjoys as of right 

onc leLLer and one visit per month. The Rules provide, 

as a privilege, seven additional letters per month at 

Che expense of the prison, three additional visits, 

and a weekly parcel. Special parcels are also allowed at 

Christmas, EasLer and Halloween. 

Thus the exisLing privileges are already more generous 

Lhan the prot-et>tors' demand. 

( 1') R(·miss ion: Lhe prisoners are demanding the restoration 

in full of Lhc remission that- they have lost while 

(·ngaged in Lhe protest. Prison Rules provide that a 

P(·j soner serving a term of more than one month receives 

f'vmission, subject to good conduct, up to one ... half of his 

senLcnce. This is a more generous rate of remission 

Lhan is available elsewhere in t-he UK. Remission may be 

\'orfeited as a punishment for breach of Prison Rules; 
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• huL iL may be restored after subs e que nt g ood b e haviour. 

'l'lu! proLc!sLol's have Lost one day1 s remisl:>ion for e a c h 

d • .IY Llwy have been in breach of Pri s on Rules. fhe 

oppor'luniLy Lo r'egain lost remis s ion already exi s ts. 

"'1'1 ... above <.lea I s briefly wit.h certain aspecL s o f Lhe regime; this 

, 'c'g i lilt! j S evidenct! of the Government 1 lE> commitme nt t o maintain and 

dc ! VC! lop hllmane and enlightened conditions f or all prisoners in 

j Ls ca,'c! in NorLhern Ireland. A fuller account is being 

<kposiLc'd ill the L.ibraI'y of the House. 

liThe rH'oLestors have forfeited a substantial part of t.he 

I ' ( ! ~ i mt' dt!s«:r'ihed above. Nevertheless, the Government., acknowledging 

Lhc' j Ilj urlC'L ion or Lhe European Commission of Human Rights to 

"C'('P IIndt!r' ('c.msLanL ['eview t.heir reaction t.o the protestors, has 

ill Lit" CCHII'S(~ or Lhls year taken the following steps: 

(i) 011 lo March Lhe protesting prisoner s who by t.heir 

fallure 1..0 conform wiLh Prison Rules have forfeited 

(jj ) 

( i. i i ) 

Ltt(' privileges afforded to conforming prisoners were 

fwverLheless offered exercise in sports gear, 3 letter s 

III and ouL each mont.h in addition to their sLatutory 

monthly .lett.er, and 2 visits a month instead of 1. 

Since Lhe late summer the protesting prisoners have been 

(J (' l't'l'ed. 

(it) an hour,1 s physical exercise a week; 

(h) on(' ('vening association a week in prison uniform; 

(c: ) access 1..0 books and newspapers (which are availabl 

in Lhe cell blocks but not taken) in the rooms 

where masses are held on Sundays; 

(d) 11 closed 11 visits (ie in which the prisoner is 

physically separated from his visitor) as an 

alternative to a body search; 

(c) compassionate home leave on the same basis as 

conforming prisoners. 

Tile IH'oL<.!sling iJrisoners have never been denied their 

<la i I Y hour' 1 s exercise. 
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• 

· ". __ .. _--------- --- --_. -".--_.". 

"Thus Lhe Government has shown itself ready, despite the 
proLesL, to deal with the humanitarian aspects of the 
condiLions that the protesting prisoners have imposed upon 
Lhemselves. 

"Till' Govel'nmellt. takes no pleasure in the sight of young men 
and women inflicting suffering on themselves and their families. 
We agree with Lhe European Commission of Human Rights that while 
Lher~ can be no question of their having political status, we 
should be ready nevertheless to deal with the humanitarian 
aspects of the conditions in the prisons arising from the 
protest.. It is a matter of very great regret that changes 
made by the Government in response to the Commission have 
been rejected. We have always been and still are willing to 
discuss t.he humanitarian aspects of the prison 
administ.ration in Northern Ireland with anyone who shares our 
concern about it. 

liThe GovernmenL remains deLermined t.hat, subject 
always to the requirements of security and within the resources 
avaiJable, the progress achieved in recent years in the 
administration of Northern Ireland prisons should be continued 
Lo meet the legitimate needs of all concerned.1! 
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