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called on me last Friday when h€' ··o.s in London. 
follo"'s is based on . whet t he said both to me and to other 
officers in the Embassy . 

Mallon '3 vis: t 'N'o.s a personal onc in conr.ection wi th his 
decision to rive up teachin~ and to develop a career 
in insurance. He has done this, he said, co as to allow 
him core time to devote to politics . It is, I feel of 

int erest, that he is doing this when the SDLP's future 
political fortunes are seen by 300e aa being under threat 
fror:. o"thers wi thin the l.;:inori ty CC:l:!!:~ ty 1r: .;orthern 
Ire:and and is an indice.tion that he feels he has a pol: tic[~l 

tu ture. 

Mullcn :::t:mtiolled that tr.e SDIP "re holdir: , 3. meetin;"'; next 
woekend to eXE:lIline "'hat cnanc'cs tr cy shoul C1 make in tilt".: 

li_;1t of tbe Carron vie: ry in the Ferr.:':lll g.;-:.- 'ou:1 '":/rcr.tj 
He expected th~re would be about forty 

offi eel'S of consti tueney ass 0 ci ~1 t j on s . 

' view that the hunger strike and ita consequences have 

shown up two main areas of weakn~ss within the SDLP and that 

it 1s to these two issues - oreanisation and ideology - that 
the party should address itself at next weekend's meeting. 
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elec~i !. :'n t: e ? pUD_ie h""d S:lown the extrao. dir.ary good 
or6~~isaticn of the Provisionals an' their su;porters. 
Z·Iallcn said -.;hflt in the counties along the bo::<ier, l;orth and 
Sout~, the Frovisional orsanisation h~d b~e. s~perior yo th~t 

of their or onents,.including Fine ~ael w1d Fianna ?dil. As 
an ex !:lple i.e said tIUlt in soc':: areas lorth of the· bcrd t2 r 
the e~cct rate h d voted le ~ for Carron. Hu esti~~t d 
that Carron hnd at least 5 ,OeO irnper~onated votes. He didn't 
say thnt irnper~onation3 were common in the Republic though he 
referred to large numbers of northern registered cars, with 
full complements of passengers, travelling south across the 
border on the day of our general election. He added th~t th~ 

Prov~s i on3.1s appear to hC1V~ limi ~l~~~ ..:. umi~ a ~ Lhtji..r­

disposal , far more th~~ any other political party and that 

they partly une these funds to employ full tim~ party 

personnel which is of great advantage to them. He thoUGht 
in the light of this that the parties of nationalist hue 
including thp. Government and oPPosition parties in the 
Republic , if they are to defeat the Provi~ionals, mu~t 

improve their orranisation and their funding . 

Secondly Xallon felt that it is impossible to deny that the 
Prov~sionals nave made cons~derable gains recently in 
a ttractinf' people to their cause. This i ~ F:J.rtly beca se 
they can claim, and i th .... O!:ld degree of accu:-~c::;, t ::'1. t tr.~ 

SDLP and others nave fail~d to achievo anythin~ and havq not 

problems. Th~re has b~e~ a d,::ep polaripation wjthin the 

llorthern communi ty. There i8 an increaSing bt:lief within the 

minority community that the only solution i~ a 32-county 
independent Republic. In these circumstances the Provisionals 
claim that they are the only group which can achieve this goal 
and are telling the SDLP to stand aSide. 
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folallon ::fee--.s ~ha~ i: the SDIP is to sup _ _ t 

it I:l' st ~ a}:e the reJ:ub_ican ground B.ld verbalise "";his 
changin J view wi thin the population. They sto'.lld. sa:.' tr.'!t 
there is no ~o_u .. io~ w1 th~n ~;o!'thern ... r~land 81 d have r.oth~1' 

to QO with al';i kiLd 0-: advisory council . ~ne SD::'P cannct 

go back to +" "ne pa~t . If th~y Bre to Wln and }:e e the 

sU ,..i- 0rt c· :he !!!ino:'ity corJ.'!. l:1i ~:. they must ·0 :~o"!'ward • If 

they tak e this line they h[~ve D. future. 
had ~ade i~ impossibl~ for ~hc~ to fi ~h t in Fer~~nRgh . ~ i vel'. 

this backgro1.l.nd and the personali ty problems in "he consti tu ·r.c:, 
which are long standin , the m9.ximum they could h9.ve polled 
would have oeen l2 , COO . Had this hapFened they would be in 
even w0ak~r position now . r'::.llon iG Datisiled , hOY/ev.~ r , ~h~lt 

onc e th e: hU:-:t~er s trik t: is ou t of the way they could r e(Sa:'n tn e 

gro"nd. . He thoucht he could win the new Sout h Armo.t;h 
West~inster seat . 

On t he hur.ger s t rike Hailon said effor ts should be ma de to 
try t o separate those relatives who are sympathetic to 
ending the strike from thoGe \;ho are not . 

I menticn~u to hlm tlillt v~en Carron a!d a group of 
anTrox1~Rtely 100 re n.iV~9 will be in London frnm 17th - ?0th 

Septemb~r a~d that the Armagh- H- El ock Cc~~ittee hqd ask~ if 

I ~ould receive a re resenta~ive group frc~ a~on~ th_se 

relatives. I also told hin that I hadn't any in~truc:ions ~~ 
of now but tne t I t houfht , in view of previous de cisions by 

Emcas sy. 

Mallon said that if it were of any value, he would look into 
the matter to see if there were any less hardline relatives 
among the group whom he could take to see me before the 
arrival in London of the main 'group and thereby defuse the 
situation. I didn't dissuade him from this. In this 
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ccnnecti or. he :r.en ~ i cned h..:. s expe~:i er.. ce -i th t~:e Qt.:.inn 
r e_<ltiv _s .. Lie:' had eI!de-: in their ':.t>ree':'n · :0 <"! ave hi s 

life. The r eIn ti ves :~d asked :fer 3 oeeti!"u , .... i t h 1:~ lien 
t o s ee if there ~as anythin2 ho could do . He had wi~h 

v e r y considerable difficulty got th e~ into see an of!'cial 
of t he : IO after, i"hi ch ,m·"!e ting thcs e rela t i ves ~ho a id. ' t 

want to interfere with ~uinn t s de cision to d":'~ ~e r e ~ore 

convil ced that they were ri~ht . He then brcucht ~ hcm tc 
see ti l, Pro'!i ~ i CIl3.ls and the r eln tives were so appalled 

at the callot.:.sn0ss of t he l a t te r that t hey change d thoi r 
minds and ended QuirUl' s hun~er stri ke. Nallon saw this 
as an exa~Dle of t he nort of posi tive infl uenc e which 

--

If Nall on comes fo rward wi t h n proposal t o vici t the 
Embas sy with some of the relatives it mi r ht be of use 
to receive them. It would, at worse , help to defuse 
any problems we mieht have during the relatives' visit 

to London and at best mi r ht help in endin~ t he strike 
of one or more of the hun~er strikers . Ho wever, us 
time i s runninp' out a nd as ~e haV'en't hea rd any mor e 
from E.a- lion, it would now seem unlikely tha t this will 

Ea!ton :'f: n;.edy 
AmbaSsaa~ 

Mr David l1elierul 
AsSistant Secretary 
Anglo-Irish Division 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Dublin 2 
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