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pur:SSO L'" SAN~'A ~n:Dl<l 

VILL'" SPA 1)", 

VIA 01AOO.10 bH1DICl. 1 - nOMA 

TElL. 081.0777 

tt 381.01n~ 

20th Hay, 1931 

!(r. D3.vid Heli.;Wl 
Assistant 3ccretary 
Dep~rt8ent of Foreign Affairs 
Dublin 

Dear ARsistant Secretary , 

1 Nll.\n. L~:lH A.N sni NAOl"A 
I 

On ;.:oncley last I called on Archbishop Si Ivestrini, Secretary of the Counci 1 

for the Public Affairs of the Church ( rou:3'hly the equi'Talent of Forei ·sn 

V · • t ) H~nlS 'er concernine a matter \'lhich required a cOID1)a.ratively lone discusGion. 

Hhen that buGine!3s had been concluded, :'s~r. Silvcstrini asked about the 

situation in Horthern Ireland. 

His queries and his seneral attitude struck me forcibly as being those of 

a man eenuinen]y puzzled 1W recent event.s and t:rcnclc . !·~ention ,.;as made of the 

Holy Father ' s plea in Drogh8da for t.he abandonment of vio l ence and of Fr . John 

I~aeee' s visi t j violence continuE's , huneer ::;trikcs cnd in death yot he hears 

t hat luc!T.bers of the IR.A. are "Goocl Catholics". They a.re not Co~rl'nunists I he 

Hent on I 1lUt i t ~'ce:1S thc~' h::lve got some of their <".rms from ~'lst ern D.lro_ c. 

I ven'!;ured. the personal opinion that some at least of the P. I.R. A. no'''' "'oorn 

t o favQur violence for i t8 o:-m s~J:e i that there iG an element of anarchiG~1 in 

t heir thinkine in that they lack posHi ve ide,:1.s (lS to uhat form of solution 

t hey are really stri vinS for and that others aim at hringi ng clo~m not only 

Bri tish rule in :rorthcrn Irel8..'1d but also the Government in Dublin . I 

confessecl I found it clif icult to understand the mentality of these men . 

In r cp]y to the Archbishop ' s question as to ... :hethcr I sa',T an,y likeHhood of 

an early soluti.on of the ?rorthe:rn Irish probl em , I admitted thn.t I sa~'l no 

early sett le:nent.; n;r Governmont , I cont.inued , attached importance t o tne 

seri es of clisCUG::>i ons ini tiatc.:d 1,y tl e t~:o Prim~ !·:inisters i in the lone run 

t his dial03ue chould prove fruitful . 
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H;'lying reeal'd to the nat.ure of the problem, !'-Cgl'. Silvest ini lOndcred if 

trl'e-parti tiontr \iould not -be proposC'tl as offcn·in.s Cl solution. I replicd that 

:::'lcCCGsi vc Irish Go"[er!J[~ent3 had al.·[lYs 11een oppoccd to the idea. The t~lO 

corr.nmities in :iorthoro Irel.:l.'1d \1Cre so interrjingleu that dec'ding upon :.. 

11€',; 1)order \10'11r1 11e ve.:y cli~ficuH and furthermore even in ~elfaR~ itsol 

ohmt a qll~tcr ot: the popuJ:>.tion ":ac Catholic. !:sgr. Silvestrini did not 

plrsue this line of thinking. 

Turnint< to the H Block/nun!;cr Strike question, he ;-rondered HIJY the British 

GOlernment remail10d so in;Clexible. '.Ihj le :::;tatine thd, "lS he :ms a'..:are, l)l?th the 

Irif'h Government and Card~ lal 0 Fiaich have l)erm 3.ppealinc to the ]3ri tish 

authorities for a morc flexible approach, I __ aye my opinion that London fears 

that any minor concession "1we 'omuld not prevent the continu3.tion of the 

carnpaien 1W the P. I.R.A. for political status. HO"lOver, I went on, an 

intervention by the Europe-'n Commission on Human Rir;hts , hich the Uri tish 

Governr.1ent appears to be , .. Tilling to facilitate, might provide a r.Jeans of 

effecting some improvement in prison conditions. 

As I viaS about to take r.1y leave , r:sgr. Si 1 vestrini rle.'1tioncd he '.mnId be e1acl 

to sce me from timc to time as developments occurred in the situation. I shall 

he g-lad therefore if you ,-;ill cnsure that documcmt"'tio-n on Horthern Ire and _ v 

prepared hy yOUi~ division is scnt pro:1ptly to thi::::: "i::::::::::ion. I should a 1,so like 

to be advised of ;my parti cular points you \lOuld 'lish rle to brinG to 1'st:;r . 

Silvestrini ' s attention. I should ::lcntion that at ll''':'' ,reque8+ the Thi -rel S8CrE'~- 2<17 

called last ~-Teek on ::sgr. Tonucci , the Iri:::;h dosk officer in the CoU!:cil for 

'the Public Aff'3.irs of the Church , ~nd &<l.ve hi:n the text::::: of thc TaoiscO!.c! ' s 

St1.tements of 4th , 5th and 12th "-a{! on the S3.nds :l!1d Hughes hunGer drikcsj 

1,jser. Si 1 vestrini had the3c ;-li th hir.1 Nhen he received me . 

J have been :-;onderin.; .."hy he raised the question of re-partition . _ s far as 

I knO:f , this has not been put for:;ard by al\y serious Irish poli tic3.l 

con."1entator though it has been sug.::;csted froill ti.. e to tirre in the corrE:"'pond'2nce 

co l umns of " The Tires" , but even there s1.tch proposals ha.ve usu3.lly dr9,;'m 

r eply that the " :'!'lix" of the t;lO H. I . cOIr.:-:unities is such t["'t allY lE:.:::::s 

cO:ltrovcrsial or less "unfair" bord.er ;-:ould bc very difficul4. to delineate . 

Did the idea occur to ~:sgr . Si Ivestrini on hea.ring of D8.vid O:;on ' s opinion 

that the EEC chould plev a p3.rt in end.eavourir.c to settle the 1'0' em? 
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I any European countric:1 experienced the re-dra~.;in.:; of fron ier::: aYld the 

consequent cxcha.n,3'e of populc>tions af er the t~·:o . iorld :;o.r8 an I \'l~nder 

if some Pritich politicians arc nOH thinkine that re-partition, even if it 

I'lould not furnish a solution in perpetuity, might ut least gire Britain a 

reGpi te from the :ri:::;h prot'lG'7l for a munh)l' (If ye'U's wd I1'1~::e critical 

o servers in '7est'prn Europe and Horth A:'lerica believe that llri tain :ras 

'proposin.:; a settlement ;"hich ;;ould be fair to both cOr.1muni "vic::;? Any 

com:.ent you have on this !ould 1 e '.'lelcomc: 

Yours sincerely, 
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