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Confiden i 1 

B.E. Dr. E me to' n.nedy, 
lwbass dor 
London. 

! " 
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I have received n personal cco nt from th A~bassador 
to the Holy See ef a recent co versation wi h 
Archbishop SilvQstrini, S cret ry of tl1 Council for 
the Public Affairs of the Church, in hieh th latter 
brought up th~ situation in Nor horn Irelm,d. His Grac 
was evidently ,~cll briefed on the quostion, ~ nd h d 
notabLY studied the T&oiF Beh ' tI sta \lll>o':U\..S of ~, 5 and 
~2 May bout t· hunger ~trik s in Long Kesh. 

The /lIchbishop onder.d hO'her "r -partition" would not 
_e prop~sed 9 off_ring CoQlution, Ambassador Coffoy 
replied along our usual lines, that the intermingling of 
the COl1'.munities Ylould ,ako any nG"1 delimitation very 
difficult ano. 'that in p-rticular Belfast o11d cons ttute 

very ffiQjor problem. . 

The cmc .... ~ion "-i~e .... w~~the!" t.h Arc bis-"op'R rp-f renc to 
.a- pc t:i ~.ion 1 El any si':r1ifican ~e b yo!:.d inc~ d0 ... t::-.l 
fact-finding d~r1ng a dipl tic Qontact. OUr colleague 
elic.vca it m y aye 1"' fOnd rs \ hather f~om Dri tish 

p liticlans ru.·e no' thin ring that rG-parti -ien, aV .. n if it 
ould not furnish a solution in percetuity ight at l .... ast 

91 c 13 'it:ain r .spite f-o the Irish problc ~ fer ." n"-::ber 
of ye< rs nd ma}~e critic 1 observers in \ cstern Europ~ and 
North rica believe tlat Britain las prc~0-:;1ng a settlelll,nt 

lich vo Id be fair to both communi ies. Yo may 'fish to 
comment on this npecuIa ion. 

There has recently, of course ~en some airing of vie 8 amonQst 
interested rn mbers of t Labour Party but re-parti 'ion h s 
not to my lrnowledg en rent' oned. It ia perhape 1 or like) y 
that ' t ould ,aY be considcrea alt\ongst mb rs or.: the 
Conso 'a ivc Party per ~~s ongs' Catholi_s, if r to 
accap __ thct . onsignor Silvestri£li I s quest~ .. on w s . in.. j.t-'" 
by riti",,) trinking of -ny ind. H ould Le jf 
you 11 ve ny wind of such t.hinKing . 

Your5 sine·r ly, 
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