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Dear k:nintant Secrctury 

17 Gro! .. w cnor Pl :lce 

S'dlX 7!IR 

On l'riday la.st . 12 June , the nmlD?!lpOrn hore carried the a.nnounccm~nt t hnt 
Sir Kenneih StotrC , Pcrrln.nent Secretary a.t the HorthcJ'rn l .cu:!.und Office for 
(not quite ) the last two year s , in to beco:lo the r leil P0rrr~ne:nt Secretary ut 
t he Dcpnrbent cf tlc31 th lUld 50(':i[1.1 Security ' ihcn Si"L' Patrick N'aire rotires 
nex t month . Sir Ken told me on }'riday that ho woul d actually be tnkin(S over 
at the end of i his month . It wan aloo announced i:h-It Sir "en , ld l O is 53, 'till1 
be r epl aced a t th~ i';':>rthorn Ireland Office by Hr Philip ·rloodfiol d, aGed 57, 
at pren£:nt El. DCP'lt y Secretary a t tho Home Office. 

Sir Kcn ' ::: r~p1o.cc:!cnt ::in ono of a uunbcr of ch::u1'~c: at t!le No::thorn Ircl::!r.u 
Of f ico . l·J ~s Jon.n Kc:llcy h.u:J roiw:ned to thc Trc.:J.~.'..try llnd Hr Ien Bu!'n3 ha;) 
b een proI:lo t cd to Unner ~ccrctary i n LO)"ln on fro:! Delfust and has rcpl:.ct~d h(:r in 
charc~ of financial , c:cc;no!:lic , co~::::crci.3.1 Ol: d cociul policy and of . se 'lUf".; t) ():~:; . 
Er lJ '.:'""1 J'!] uy infoI.":\Q d 1:.. (: l.h/i t he: fe u d Burn:- , \.i~h .:;1 (,;1 he h .,d l U!lc!; t h :i!J H(.ck , 
f~·r.l:' cold r. nd hnrd. If;, j:; n ot ' ~~r(ll:r t o }n-,'0 uny iJ r;.J::l , in ::r .0 v:~:':()J I :.J \'J. c:.: , 
tl~:l t ',l.:>uld , n cur t C·L':':: i, be c ()n:~:i~~(, r c. tl i::~a~ nr.tivo . ::0 :J '~·,1 h':!) t i:O ::.:;in 
f unct.ions a ~;: (n) oT· . :~i ';:J t , l o:)' · ir. ~ for UT'("l " :; rihich ir.Ji.vid w'l l :;c::thc!'1I I.L.' ~ l :.!'.'; 
Dc:p. rt::" i~ntn :::liCl t h '!ve 0ver1ock~d Cl' ::i :'::;cd; cr:d (b ) Europc~,n Corr .. :~\.''!J i. ty qu(;~t i (l n:., . 
Hi e eenerul vi ew i s t 1'lt t he r eal pO'~er i n t h e NIO r csidc!3 in the Bel f :l:t OL'fic 0 
wi th the Lond on office l:.:l.vine more of a liaison function. 

Pa ul Bux ton ha s been proooted to Deputy Secrotar y in Beli'a:Jt ,,'h l3re he roplacrs 
Burns in chs rcre of s ecurity questions and police adni~~8tration. 

Roy fiarrin~on, f O!"I:l;;r1y 1. t ki r.s r I ri vate Se cret a!"'J, replaC(;3 Duxton in J.. (; :l'ior. 
in charGe of security q~c3tio~3. 

David Bla thorwick repla ces Tim Geo in Belfazt ac Assistant Secr.etary in ch~rGc 
of PoU ticul Affairo. This contir.uc:J to be traditionally an l'CO job. Blathe::1ri cl.: 
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was most recently in Cairo but served in Dublin fro:!! 1970 - 1973 and was E.l.Hnr.:l.cd 

an OD~ for his services there o.uri:1g a p3.rticularly difficult tine. Patrick Eycr.:: 

told HuCh S~-:ift t~l!lt to haYc bt.-en Given this e.'.lo.rd, .:!s Blatheri;ick ',;as, u.t :::e 
ago of 32, is virtual y unprec(:dcntt;;d ',ii t. in the FCO. Byers doscri bed Blo.thc:r.;ick 

as a blunt I;orth COU:.ltry mm but es "0A:ccptio!1ally capp_ble". l':r D'::lpsoy 1:'71(;:; 

Blather',:jc'~ in I>J.blin in the pericd 1970/'/3 i:.lon they \:ore fricmlly. He .ie 1 

s£rt'ce '#11. th Ej'or.:; ' ll:JS _ss!:Jent of his c~!.!: ~.bi li tics . lie.:.l 'rillYS t~ DUe)1 t of i1ir.l not :1::; 

belner "bluntll but r:thcr ll:d l-lllin spok':n, bc:in,; nlwq:::i prepar::u to cng.:lce O:1C 

in dob<lto on one's Ol;n cround - II uDoful enouGh quality on !;orth..,;rn Iro1:1.y-,d i. ":;".1'':03. 

Eyers hit:!:::;elf, of cour~e, succeeded l~e\iinGtcn us heed of the Republic of I1'cland 

Division of the FCO in r·:urch of this yenr . Eichael !:orlo.rty dczcribcd tho 

lenrrin of i-:l:Il Sto,iU: S tenure to ouCn Swi ft: :Hl "on thl' c''lo::t ~i!.l~ b'.!! !1ct c'..!:.::; ... ~c 

the parllInoter3". Ho GElid. thnt Sto";e \lo.S an obvious choice (becnu3c of hin D:;SS 

experience nnd becau~e of hin llbili ty) for the: post to "rhich hQ is boina aI/pointed 

but that if he pas5ed it up on .thin occc.sion he r;:!icht never get it. "There io no 
I\~:" 

more to it thnn that 11 , he caid. Ken StO\;C, hinself, cave the So.DlC itlprc:Jsion. 
;.. 

He said tho.t hin bacb;round was in the DHSS und Sir P.:ltrick Paire , "'hom he 

replaces, io ono of Bri to.in' s outstundinc civil serv<lnls. He will bo l!.:lntor 0 

St Cathcrine's, in O:ford . 

Horio.rty nlno describ ed ',loodfield llD an obviou'J cunuid.::.tc to nucceed StO',TC. 

IIo 1-laS, ho nuid , very H, " ly rCf;'l1:dod in the Ho~c OL.·ice. He hlld a l'Wl"O of 

rolcvnnt cxrori n~c, i;v:lud':1l; hi:. ~0rv:i,ce \Ii') ,:O,l::1-,:ol'!.. ton'::: in,!lar:.[ il-.Lo P':':u, 

l:0C\JTlt~':ill l;OVf:!Jhel.' - ':'.!Cr~'bc.l.' J 166, D. pCl:ic)d in thrJ •. 1_ 1 /0 Orfice jn cha;'Cc of 

rri~en AO!lini~;t=.:lti0r. H'. [. pcr' .... .1 , :::plit bt.i~;0cn t!.e: li0::;O [fice: u! cl ti~(; ir!!'11!:t 

lilO, .:hen he ~1:.:.i rcn C:1,;i},lr· fol:' .:r·.,...P11J n Irc!lll.T.d C0 l18 tj tutior.:..l CL1I0:JtiO·"'.'; . ;;c 

and r':oribrty arc fd 'JIl'.!:; ar.d ncit;:',uour:.; . l-loriarty cllid he WliS a "hir)1 flicrl1 (rls 

attc:)tcd b:r his p'Jricd in the 19EC:J c.~ Private Sccretnr'J to !;overul Pri:.c I ':ini~tc:r::) 

and described hin [le far-siehted und as hnvins considerable politic.:!l und 

conotitutionnl sense. He said he io a different type of rean fron Ken Stov;c, and 

does not in particuJar dir-play tho lntter'n driving enerGY. Ken StoVle also 

told me of his admiration for him &nd his respect for his experience. He especially 

mentioned Woodfield'e service with Whitelaw in Northern Ireland. 

The key quc3ticn in the!)e change!:: is, of cource, the reason behind Sto;!e' S I:OYC:. 

In spite of }:oriarty's conmentD, Stc;rJe's period as official Head of the HIO i!J 

quite short. Stowe has been very forthribht and fnrueeine, not only in 

conversation with us and )li th Bd tish officials but also in more ceneral eat~crin:.~ 
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about his ide2.s on the liorthern Irelr.1'!d problem end 811 the evidence availnble 

would sugGest t h '!.t , arart frot:l hie ability , he ie both anbitious R.'ld cnere-otic . 

It is hard -to r concile these charectcristics with a simple dc ... i r e t o rtJturn t o t!.c 

DHSS or even with hi~ becc::..in£j dizheartened with the prosp~ct of influAncinG pOli c·· . 

We tenn to conclucie th~t hi e; vie\:D !~ :1.y have beconc inco:Tlra tible Hi th thoce of the 

Goverlment includ: n G' tho~e of Eu:.:.':n:ey Atkir:::> , ann t:1:l t he rJ. " .l have bec-:1 r:lOVCa 

aaide from t.'1o l;ortile n Ireland Office. lInen I spo;{e to him ('11 Prid.:lY l 1:Jt 

I s cnsed a .)('!l'ceptible t 1'!O of reGrot th '1 t he W.:J.:3 l e.:J.vin.:; the a Offi ce nnd , b.S 

h e said to mc , he wasn l t ,;qectinG it so Boon. 'l~nio view is supported by a 

well-connect ed press source 'ho has t ol d Dai thi 0 Ceal l aiGh of r umours c ircul atin.:; 

tha t Stowe lTas pu::;hed asid e by \-That h e t ermed t.'1e "bash t he mi ck3 " Group of 

Hi ni nt.rn":'t :i n thr i 10 , led by AlJi~on~ "nd thono of t.ho f\fIMO vi ew i n thp. C'Ihil'H1t ni­

large . He specifically c.:cluded \:ihitclm'l and Currinr~ton f rom this gr oup . He 

thouCht tha t Sto;.;e ' 0 que:Jtioninb of tho basis of Vonscrvnt ive policies had b oen 

tho caus e of his transfer. 

We have to be careful about r eading too much into Sto\lets departure but i t 

may ~ell be concl uded tha t i t will signal t he decline of t he s ort of 

proeressi v c appro.:J.ch h e c~pouDcd and which \-le h 'l.'!o ah;aY:l believed ho succeeded 

in 1979 i n s elling to tho ir.co:lincr Cons€:rv~_ti ve 1:.dr:.ici3tration. Such a C112_:1;;'0 in 

emphas i s lIould also , one \1ould fear , sienal a l es~ r e ceptive a"Jproach by the 

Bri ti uh Governocnt to ideilD put f Or-,If'.rd fr em Dublin , \·hcth e; r in::;ic1e or out::;iJc 

the f rW'lowor k of tho studies , and Ci si:uilll r hostili ty to'lIlrds the SDLP. I t nir;r. t. 

be add c:d thc~t , :~ 'le the oth c: c} lIm :· .... =1 th'1t h'wc r (. ~(_~tly t D...~:' n pl'1ce m:c nUc!l 

uc cround3 f or tl in}::h ~ t h ri t th' np'tl ten.t:l wil l 10 nor!) c('~,;~:ittcd th"' n il:'J ol d 

to h 1pr ov ed COorJr:l ti en ./i ih DJ.blin o:c t o a more ucti vo or fiexib l e policy ('n t! ~ ,~ 

part of thc Brit i:::h auth or ities . It mus t 0.130 be borne in rund that th e!::o c:lanC03 

are takine place agai ns t t he backGround of rumours that Hunphrey Atkins himself 

may be moved later in the SUlClcr aft er tilo years of service in the hot scat of 

Northern Ireland, perhaps to the Lordo. We have heard several rumours about this 

and as to Who miGht replace him but nothing firm enough to repo=t to you juzt yet. 

Yours sincerely / 

~ '/ / 9..-
~ c~ ~-';;-
Ea:non Kcnnedy 
AmbaB3ad~ 

--=-:--,---
Hr David l1eligan 
Assistant Secretary 

a........._~ __ Depnr tncnt of }'orei. ..!A~f~f:.f.a!.;!i:.Jl:::.!;~~ ___________ ~~ ____ ~ __________ ~ 
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