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PR.~O/SO 

26th ~rove:-:lbc:r, 19°,0 

Secre t<l1"J 
Dep~.rt~.:cnt of ForciJil Aff:lirs 
Dul)lin 

AMBASSADE O"RLANDE 

HOLY SBB 

1. A Mcctin ::- of rrx He~ds of I:i3sion :,' :-0.8 ~E:lcl in 1,1)8 Ifetherl;mds Thlh?.8SY 

on Tuesday, 25t~1 :tiovcr!lcer. 

2. The n.rst itei1 discuss cd. - ; ".8 the visits to the iJ.: tic:ll1 of Queen E1i2' abeth 

(17th October) ;me! :·Jrs. Thatcllcr (24th Uovember). 

3. The British lhnister re.:-C'.n lW sayin:; that in v~rious ':rays the relatiom;hip 

bet"'lecn the Bri tir:;h Tilon"U'cr.,y <:>nd the Holy See is 3. delicate onc. The ({.:.p.cn is 

the Tcnpor '>.l Hoad of the Church of En ?;l1.nd '-rhich reso.rd.s itself 2, S " ~oin:; D2,rt 

of thc Catholic Chm.'ch a ch',ir:! ':hich, of course, Ro '''c does not accE'!pt. Fm·ther, 

the 13all issued in ,1 ")70, 1.7 Po~e Pius V :)ls01 vin " the D-l-;lish T)(')p1e frO'1: 

?lle;;i .... nc f> to Q:'lC C: 1 :~li7,~1E~-::.'-. I '-l'1.C never beE'n ::~: ro-;..."tccl. Despite this th !." I'e 

had from ti:ne to time beEm' frieno.1y CO:1t"!cts , 'et-"cGn the Eri tish I'[Onarc!lr; 

and the Popes not only, for ex:mple, in Stu::Jrt ti 8es but p.1so in +.hp rd ';flS 

of the e?..rly Geor"es.~ecn Victori'1. h .::>.d correspon ded" Nit:.,. Po]e Leo XIII ,"nd 

in this centurJ ~d- ;~d 'nr :l.!1\l Geor~e V :1"'..( e=~ (;h !1 "' c~(' '1 pri v.:;;.te visit to t '1C 

Vati.can and hp..d becn received 1::1 the Pope. 

4. ({,lCen :S1iZf','oet~ h3d !:1 D.de ~n "offici-l visit" to the Pope in 1C1G1. The rc,;c~:' 

visi t ';as a "st::l.te visi t". Thc ;-inister infor~ed '.18 tl;.?t the V:J.tiC~.11 auit}ori ti ('f' 

had been mOGt !w1)ful ~nd. "Gcn r:rous" in rv'.:<inr; ;>.rr~1 -;CP.1ents for th'3 visit. 

The Queen had been verJ ~uch :>..t ease and -;as ~le:ts(· cl ~'Ii th the "hole exercise. 

-I;hp.t -V1on;st thE: topics disc'.lsscd -'ere He Pope's visit to Britain in 17(j2 

end the pro1.'lem of Northern Ire1::>...nd. H~r I:ajesty, Sir ~·!3.rk continued, is ver;,{ 
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\conCCr'1ec1 a.t the, vio10:1ce -,·hich, he })oint?cl out, ~::$ n.ffecteu her ~)frson"ll" 

\in th'1.i; ?rince Phi li:)1 s uncle had been nurr..c ed 1mt !le repe~tcd th:d he h::lo 

;no spcciLc r.1lo·!1ccJc;e of ·.:hat ·;:as s'3.id durin.:; the t'J.lks. 

6. As re.:;:trds the pp.storal visit to Bri t",in in the Sl.l..'T1er of 19°,2, c.v.een 

I~lizo~cth ~~d expressed hor ple ~surc that the Pope ~ ~uld ~e coning to Britai~; 

Ishe assured hiM the visit '!ould 1 e \·Telco::-sd. ly the '.[hole British people. 

She did not invite hip\ to cone. AlthouC;h it is not -'1n offici~l event, p611ed 

the ninir~! er, the 1.:inistries concerned, loc~ll [l.uLhoriti.cs, Chief C0'1d-:r,lCf; 

etc. \;ould re cooper :.o:~in.:; ~;i th t~e C"ltholic hierarc!1ios to rlA.ke the neCCSS ,. T.j· 

infr2str'lCtur'3.1 A.rrn.n:cl:1ents 0'1 trcmspor L, cro','d control, communi c"1tioYls, 

securi ty etc. 

'{. 'lur:i11f1.1 to the Prir"e l:inister's visit, 3ir .!71.rl;: said th~t 1I.l's. Tlptcner 

had spent 45 ninutes ':i th the Po)e althouc;h the pro:rC1rJr1e h!3d allottc-d only 

20 minutes. The centr::J.l point of the diccu~r:.-.ion 6"d rcnn Northern Irel::>~'1:l. 

Having outlined the lp..c1:;round to the hun3'cr stri~m at the lIa7e prison, t:H' 

I.1inistcr s::icl the British Gover:'}T~ ent ··TOulc: i10t yield to the cle! ~ ".ncJ for .?O 1 i..C
" ('~'. 

st'l.tuc. Loncl·:m 'ns C'1:??rchensivc t 1p t the cl('~.:Lh of onc or ::lore 0: t'r1c lnn 'pr 

stri1ccrs ':ould result in an outl~rnpk of serious violence. The British 

Govern:nent , ·1·1$ di~turhed that sor"c cler:! flin:i.stcrin r ~.o the pri.sonC'rs 

to.;ether "'i th otl:er cl~r7 (. :ho:o he did 110t cpecif,y) h,(1 bi ven the i:npression 

th:l.t they ':cre sYT'l:::>2.t~lCtic to the prisoners' den~nds <',nrt he £'.sSU!71ed this poi~t 

had bec~1 brought up during Tas. Thptcher's cOlwers::I.tion 1,i Lh the ?o!)c. 

the prisoners t deD"md for poli ti c:..l status and I replied thA.t it 11:·d not. 

9. The Brit:'sh l,inister adcted th..,t Cardin".l C .... sU'oli in f' .1e1king "'i th the t~ 

Forci'f!1 Office Sccro·}, :.rJ Gener~l h~d e'xyress0ci. the opinion t:-l'lt "the h2.1<'ncc 

of terror "et' ieen t)l'~ Dni ted St .:>.tes ~'1d the Soviet Union 'tSS1lred :>. du;rec 

of d~tcnte". Tha Holy See's aim in E~stern E,'uro?e is to secure reli ~:ious 

freedom; hence its suP?ort for the C.S.C.!:. as the greater the level of 

tension l)!;t··:een Ec: st a~:.d '~eG"u t'10 lesn 1i;~C'li~lOoci there is of ".ny ~ove in 

Ea-stern Europe to··,e.rds re"!.l rcli ~iollS freeclo:l. ~.nil!3t t'lC CC'.r:lin~.l Secret"~~1 

of State did not refer to the question of defence , Secret~y Gener2.l P:o,llir.c:!' 

took his coruncnts to r.lCnIl th(),t the Holy See is in favour of ~'Jestcrn EurO;J8' B 
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d(;fcncc proV",':11:'le. It 'H'.S noted tln:L tIll"! Vatic".Yl ins ntdc no ~ublic 

pronouncH.ent qn the rcccnt .?c-~ivitio~ of Pt'..:{ C~_rif: ti And. ot!1Cr Christ-t Om 

ore,.r.is,..~tion8 in support of disarm:)'!:lcnt includin:; nuclcCU' clis~rr!l2.,cnt . 

The Heods of Vission a.:;rced. that the Veti can vic',T remains th;lt the protc->. ction 

of illrope depc>ld:~ upon the alli2nce vi th thG United. Sb.tes. 

10 . The British ;;inister clid not in the course ol' his exposition !!l?2-::e 

any refer enc e to the rc~ru.l'lris'3.tion of di plo~.:l.tic relations het ~';cen Gre-:.t 

Br itain and the Holy Sce . 

11. Other rr.!'l.ttors r eferred to at the mectin:; I.:ill 1)8 the Ru1!ject of the 

i m;ncdiate l y follo ':ing report . 
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