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Meeting on Northern Ireland mutters, London. 
27 July, 19U1 

Participant:;: 

1. ~meetinq was held at the Cabinet Office. London on 27 July. 198 

attended by 

Oritish Side: 

Irish Side: 

Sir Robert Armstrong 
Mr. R L. Wade-Gery 
Nr. P. Eyers 
Mr. W N Wenban-Smith 

Nr. Dermot Nally 
~I r. 0 Ne 1 i 9 a n 
Mr. \~ K i r w u n 
Hr. G Cor I' 

lhe meeting wan devoted to ~ (j.Cnernl nnd informnl stocktnking and 

exchange of viewn on (1) the juint studies (li) the H-Olock situation 
and (iii) the timinC] of the n(!xt meetinCj :It Head of Government level. 

Cellerul 

I 
I 2. Hr. NaIl}: ablted that the lri:;h Cuvern"lenl hod been compelled 

to expend much of it:; time :;ince i1o:.iUmin~) office on economic matters 
" I nnd on lhe lI-lI]ucks problem. The oricnt:aticn of the Tnoisench toward 

lhe joint otu(Jies was Vonilivc but the Britinh side would oppreciate 
l hat t hi:; In us t be \d t h the r c n c r v n t ion t hit t t " ere had not yet bee n t i I , for the Taoiseach fully to :;tudy the areuu involved. Mr. Nally added 
that the Tnoi:;ench felt lhat it wuuld be to the benefit of both sides 
j fun j 0 n i s t ten s j 0 n :; re CJ n r din (J the tal k U co u 1 cl ben 11 cv i n t e d • He 
referred to some di~lry con9idcratiunu affecting the timing of any 
lIead of Govcrnment l1IeetinlJ BO fur a:; tile Ti.loi9cuch was concerned but 

I 

P III n t c d 0 u t l hat i l W:.l!J C 1 eat' n 1I III C c t i IHJ 0 f the T a 0 i s c a c h and the 

..... I 
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Primo Minister could take ploce O~ lon~ on' the 1l-010ck si tualion 
I 

persisted or in its immediate afterm~th. Hr. Nally portr ~ yed the 
extremely serious effects of the hunger strike on both parts or 
Iroland whict\ might not be nufficiently appreciated in London. 

Sir Robert Armstrong said that it ap~eared that a meeting between , 
the T~oiseach and the Prime Minister could not conveniently be agre ! 
before the latter port of September. 

20-25 September a3 one possibility. 

lie mentioned the period 

The Prime Minister would be 
I 

involved witt, the Commonwealth Conference in Melbourne between the 
I 

30th September and 7th October and would 
be l.eaving early on 25 September since nhe was to visit the Gulf .!!! 
route. I The Con5ervativc Party Conference would take place in the 

, week bcginnin~ 12 October so the alternative would be the second ha l 
of October. 

I (The timing of a lIeClds of Government lIIeeting was returned ,to later 
i ' 

i nth e me e t i III J and Sir It n b e r tAr III n t r n n (J nu 9 lJ est e d l hat w h i lot he 
I 

I September pel'iod was pO~5ible, it ,"outd appear for political reasons 
I 

tlnd the schellulr. of the Joint Studies that the second half, or Oclobe 
miqht be the belter time fl·nmcwork. I It waG pointed out again that, 
in any event, firm dates would have to await the ending of the 
II-Hlock di sputc). 

Joint 5tudie::;: 

I 3. Hr. Nnlly ulated that he felt ttw form of the conclusions or th~ 
I meting townrdn which wc might work wOllld involve n communique with 

iln •• ... lblchl1lcnt .. or ""flex c()Ilt.~ininlJ, in abllrcviuted form, ~hClt the 
tt cad S 0 f Go vcr n men t n CJ r e e d \H~ r e the \'I () r t h w hi 1 e n n p c c t ~ 0 f the 
joint ntudicn. Thc chairmen of the qroupn could meet to finalise 

I 
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tentative conclusions ond ~ubmi~~ions. 

I Sir Robert J\rlll~tronlJ agreed that the lIend~ of Government meetinq 
I should hove reference to the joint ~tu,Jies and nn indic~tion shou : 
I be m ad e 0 f the 0 ut c 0 m e i n t. h 0 va r i 0 u :. are as. 

I Mr. \'/0 de - G e r y :J S ked the 1 r i ~ h ~ i de t () e 1 a b 0 r n t e 0 n w h n t the y wo u } 
see llS being in any joint ~tuLlie~ "attachment" to the communique. 

Mr. Nally stated that the Taoi~eacll is very conscious of the 
Unionist position nnd feo.1n that the "credit" of the Irish Governm 
and the Tnoiseneh himself \'lith th;lt cOllllllunity munt be used to 
fa c i lit ate a \'1 n y fur w n r d • J Jew as .. .1 S Cl t: Cl n C ern e d t h n t w hat had 
be-en de~c r i bed LW the damn IJi nCJ ~ee ret: y su r round i ng the stud i cs 
should be removed. The Taoi~each would ~ee a publicly availnble 
~ummary of rhe .ioint :ILudie!> outcome ill that context. The 1l'ish 

I side \'Iould view lhe communique uu indicatiny the nature of the 
talks, their broad framework in time and ~ubstance. At this stagl 
he favoured concrete conclusionH as for au possible. lIe ' entered a 
further cuvent ns to the If-Ulock :t1tu'ltion. 

I 

I Sir Robert Armstronlj said thot he understood the Irish side~ 
I perco(,tiun of the communique referenceu to the joint studies. 

however, thifl wan done, an derivinq from'a desire to find ways of 
I I 

un well uS indic,ting conclusions. 
I 

allaying Unionist fearn 

Hr. Nally stated that the meeting of the Tuoiseach and the Prime 
rH n i :; t c r w () ,,1 tI c] car J y !, C r ve the purpu:;c of both leaders becoming 
better ncquaintcd. 

I I 

It wau a qucuLion \'Ihelhcr the meeting should 
I 

I ·. 

j 
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:1 be portrayed as onc in the ~erieu of bilateral meetings and 
1'1 therefore perhaps rather low key or wheLher lit should be seen I1 as the December communique envisaged as bein'g concerned wi th the I 

I "totality of relationships". While the emphasis of this might 
change ,'11th the new (Irish) Government, his Ifeeling was that the 
meeting should be witrlin thc contcxt of the totality. 

Sir Rohert Armstrong said thot the :'rilllc Minister would feel that th ' next meeting should discuss the "totality of relationships" , and be 
within that framework and accordingly with other Ministers being 
present. The Prime Minister would see the meeting as part of a regul r process. 

I£omment 

The code-phrase "totality of relationships" is here interpreted 
by Armstrong in a different wpy - as covering sectional or 
departmental, aspects of AnlJlo-lrish relations other than 
Northern Irelnnd - rrom the Irish undcrutanding that it refers to 

'I/HI that a meeting t he po 1 i t i ca 1/ con s t i tu t ion a 1 re I a t .i on ~ hip:;j "u Jl e cia 11 y rl e v 0 t e d 11 

to it would amount to a new Sunninydalc/. 

"r. \'ladc-Gcry stat(~d that we should devinc our work program~le so as t l complete the joint studies first and then go on to reach ogr~ement on the u!)ummary" of the ntullica nn soon:.n posnible with a vic\'1 to , uttachinlJ such ... sUIIlIII;-Jry to the cOlllllluniquc. lite felt that one more 
me c tin g r 0 r c (J c h \'10 l' kin CJ CJ I" 0 up \'/ () U 1 cl u c nu r ri c i en t Rn d t hat ~ his wo r k 
should be completed by tftc end of the first ~eek in Septembe~. He and Mr. Kirwan could then examine the outcome frJm coch with 8 view to 

I sub RI i l U n CJ t c x t s tot her u 11 Sl e er i n y (; l' 0 up • 

I 
• I 

,.1r. Kirw::tn said that wh:Jtcver final documcnt emertjcd should summarise 
al"en~ of ngrccment. It Glwul<J be positive in its orientation. 

I 
I 

I I 
I ••• • ./ J 
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, 
Sir Robert Armstrong felt that the Prime Minister would fully 

I 

the objective of reducing sunpicion regJrding the stJdies. On 
\1 
I 

confidentiality, he would propone that the existing ~ground tul 
I 

pertaining to the talks ahould apply until the Heads of Governm 

meeting and it should be left to them to "widen it out." as ' they 

necessary. 

Mr. Nally agreed to tllis proposal nnd said that there should b 

unilateral change prior to the lIead~ of Government meeting. 

~1 r. \~ ad e - Gc r y us ked the I r ish s i de toe 1 a r i f Y how the y saw the 
, 

"attachment" to the communique. Ite askod should it be formulat 

in the context of stating what had been agreed or within the 

fl'amework 0 f shared ideas open to 11l'IIa der discus~ion1 

tlr. Nally stnte~ he felt it might huve a form of "Green Paper·· 

dimension rather than being formulated in a context of finality 

This would nllow input by various interested bodies nnd create ; , 
framework for involvement. 

I 
" 

Nr. Wadc-Ger..r Goid thnl this wus nn i~sue of significance in 

terms of how to approach draftiny. 

~tr. N~dly asked how the ISriti:..h :..ide ~aw the process of the ta : 

and their follow-up in terlllsof the envisaged advisory council 

nnnounced by :,ecretary Atkin~. It W:l:" i :mportant that the 

pO!lsibility of n 1 ink between any council! and whatever instltut 5 

might emerge from the Joint StudieB shou'!d be borne in mind, 

particularly when the compo~ition or ttl~ Council was being look c 

n t. It was no lj nod n e It i n CJ lJ P a b Cl cl y w h i ch wo u I d bet 0 t a 11 y 

neC)ative in itG ~tlitlldes. If the Adviuory Council were proper l 

c n n!; l i III t c tI i t e Cl u 1 d 111:.1 k c a va 1 u a hIe con t r i h 1I t ion tow hot eve r 

other io:;titutioos miqht emerge. The attituue of the people in 
I 
I 
I ..... / 

--------~--------------------------,-------------------- -----
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I , Northern Ireland wan of CO'lfSO important in · considering whether the 
Advisory Council could take off at all. 

: Hr. Ncligan ' stated that there mu~t he considerable questiqn about t f 
I Advisory Council given the reaction of political parties iry the Nort l 

nnd its envisaged composiLion. 

Sr. Rohert Armstl'ong !Haid thal the llritinh side saw thc Council os 

bcing conntituted partly by nomination by the Government. He 
I envisaged "Joint Studies" and the Advisory Council as going for",ard 
, scparately but that one day there might be a linkage. This should n Cl 

be done no\.,. 

I Hr. Kin/an taking up' Mr. Neligan's point wondered whether it might 
be pos!iihlc to IJet. over altilude!i or "b~c;kwoodsmen" within on Advisor 

I Council drawn iarge}y ~rom District Councillors by hoving something 1 , the Bureau or thc European Pnrliament where the more practised 
I politicinnn in t.hc p:nty lcatlurf,hips Cllllld come together as 0 ,filt.er , and channel for input from the Advisory Council. He considered that. 
I linktHJc \'lith the Anglo-Iri~h procct'H: mic;ht rnoko the Advisor,y Council 
I more uttractive' to the SOlP nlthough he could sec. of course that. 

the reverse could apply with the Unionists. 

Institutions 
11 '. 

4. Hr. Nally ~aid thc Irish side notud th~t the Uritish p~per on 
'~ i I institutions hud not gone beyond thc inter-~~vcrnmental area. He fel 1 

I 

nn inter-parliamentary structure was i"'JlOrt~nt in making pr?gress. 
The inter-governmental body wns impurtant because it could ~e set up 

I 

nnd runction without nny possibility of Unian. i~l veto - ond ' could giv ( I i . . I 

3 pro f i 1 e t 0 c 0 - 0 per a t ion b e b'4 c en the two C ~~ n t r i cs. 0 u t 0 ~ t h i n 9 s 
, :. too c1 now. i t \'10 U 1 d Il c If i r fi cuI t. t 0 IJ e t Nor tp ern Ire 1 and i n v 0 1 v c men t 

in the body bcc:ltJ!.Oc there \'lcrc no Northern irl eluntf POlitici~ns in the , I 
I , 

. It: •••• / ! 
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overnment or adminiutration of Northern Ireland. This was 0 problem , 
which could pertlnps be overcome but it would nced close attention. [v 

if Northern Ireland puliticians were 

might not wont to pnrticipate 'in the 

involved in Government, they 
J 

inter-g~vernmental exchhnges. 
I, 

I" 

The intcr-pnrliumcntnry grouping offered thc ,~same opportunities to a 
I 

wider grouping nnd could be expected to bc attractive to n substantial 
of 

minority, at least, / Northern politicians. 

Sir Robert Armstrong felt thut this question was essentially a matter , 

of whnt could bc "sold" without endan!jcring progress already made. 

It would be best to first have the inter-governmental council establis! 

and then later look ut the parli.lrnenlary area. It was important to ha ' 

the fiist stage right. Il was belter to go one step forward 

that sticku rather than he over ambitioun <lnd sec the whole edifice 

cOllie down. 

Hr. Nally stated trlat an intcr-qovcrnmenl<ll framework by itself was 

not enough. Indeed, if it was only bilateral it would not really be or 

advance since it would not move greatly beyond present realities, even 

if by a different n3~e. There could alno be~obvious dangers 'as far as 
t 

wc were concerned if all ttlut emerged were m~~hinery for more formalise 
I 

con t act s b e hi e e nth e t\'lO r. 0 vc l' nine n t s, wit ha: : s t ran g 1 yEa s t - \~ est b i as. 

The North-South element muul be there nomcwh~re. 

Sir "obert ArmstronlJ argued that in thin aI"", whatever about the 
i~ 

practicalities, it W:H; the pcrceptionu that were vital. The British 
I I 

side saw the creation or an Anulo-Irish coun~il as being per~aps n blgg 

step than did the lrb;h :.1ide. lie added that1lthc rronco-GermQln 

Co-operation Treaty had no parliamentary lin~ ' but this had not prevente 

its development nor undermined its importnnc~. Links between france 

nnd GOI'many had become n force la be 
1\ I 

recl(l)n~'d wi.th , the Community 
" ~ I 

I 
I ~ 

I ..... / ~ 
! 
i • 
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I and e I se'" her e • There wan no difficulty as for as they wc~e concern! 
I about the (conomic and Social Council or whatever it would be calle r 

but on, overt parliamentary links Hrs. Thatcher would have to take 

account of opposition from Unionists und po~siblYt people 'within 

her o\'ln party. 

Mr. Wade-Gery said that a parlinlnentary dimension would attract 
most comment and the other structures would be seen in that context . 

Hr. Kirwan stated that the Irish side did not underestimate the 
importance of the inter-~overnmental area. Activity in this area co 
attract unionists into the parliamentary component. The franco-Germ 
analoy~ was not fully vali,!. One could not be confident that 
perceptions forming on the British side would carry through to North 
Ireland people unlenu,thcy were Ilirectly involved. It should be not 
t Iwt in lhe muut rt!cenL drarl· ut' lhe lloj!;h paper, our concept of the 

I pnrlioOlcntof)1 component W3:i developed aD n "deepen in'.) und uroadoning 
of the composition and nctivity" of the existi"!) Anglo-Irish 

I' a ,0 1 i n III e n tar y I; r n" It , l U tI!.W 1 a" q II a q e in I hell r i t i !; h pap cr. I ~I c wc re I 
''I e d" e cl lot hen u III her :; c i t e d, the lHI:t i n () r W hie h h c ex r I a i ne cl. 1 t m i lJ h : 

I be ponsible to come to 3 formllln thnt would reconcile the respective 
approachen. ~Ir. Kinl:H' "tided lhat many in tht! CnrHlervative Party WD l 

be in favour of n parli~mentury framework. 

I Mr. Nally said that a parliumentury framewurk could be built on what 
(!)(inted and could a110\., a Nurthern lrclund input. 

5ir Robert Armstronq olJfced that a parliaancnta.y level should be 
e u t u IJ 1 ish e cl i n cl lJ e co u r:1 can d :; h () U 1 cl It a ve a Nor t h n r n Ire 1 and in I> ut. 
lie wondered if the Advisory Committee wo"ld adv~ncc this. 

Hr. Kirw:ln occepted that for practical rcO}!;on!l - cunnultation etc - i ~ 

lIliqhl nol he pon::ihlc to announce a dt!t:i:;ion IIn a p~.rliamentary compoi 

... .. / 
------ ------ -----



. ,' 

.' 
,. 
f 

...... 

- ll/\-

I 

I at eX3ctly the S3me time as announcement of an inter-governmental b, 
I The Irish !;ide would, however, ~eo lIin due course" as referring to t 

short interval. Mr. Wade-(;ery thOllfJht that while the att'lehment to 
I communique might have t:> tJC terse on this aspect, the Irish ideas O f 

nu m be r set c. m i ~J h t per h a p s b 0 re t a i ne din the •• pr i vat e " pap err 0 r 
Heads of Government. 

I (It was agreed tllut Mr. Kirwan nnd Mr. Wade-Gery would tnke account 
of the points raised). 

Securit~ 

I 5. Mr. Nalty stated that there was a particular problem ~oncorning 
I the security paper in relation to operational detnils of contacts 

and mepting between the Defence forces, intellcgence gathering and 
('xtrndition. He :;nid that detail in the paper should be reduced and 
the :lppcndices :;era.l,pcd. 

~lr. \~ade-Gery stntcd thin was an important issue. 

Sir Robert Armstrong said that Government Ministers liked , to show 
something tlrealll in this area whenever it was raised. 

~lr. Nally I uta ,ted thn~ if much of the material was kept on file 
(rather than being mn~e public) the question would not be 0 problem. 
lie raised the i ',HJe of extradition and detailed the present position 
in the (ontext of the extra-territorial provinions or the Criminal 

I 
LH'1 J u r i sdi c t ion 1\ c t \~ h i ch h n cl h ne n b' l t! d but haG fa i 1 cd 1 it l' <J e l~' 0 f'l 

I 
tcchr:ical ')rounds which he clntniled. Thenc technicnl problems in 
particulal" t:a:.c:. Jill nut lIIeall lhal lhl~ Il!qi:d:ltioll h:ad roiled. Any 

I 
effort to cstnbliuh cxtl'adition 9u41 ge would fu(:e chnlleng~ in the 

I 

Irish courts nnd he had litlle doubt but that it would be found 
unconntilutional. hw of the pt~t)ple on the 1974 COllllllittee 

I 

I \~erc nO\"4 Supreme l'ollrt judlJcs .. nd woulJ Lw likely to teuch the same 
I 

conclunionn no\'l au lhel •• I Are re r cnd u III \'J otd d c n u u c f n r mu rep rob I ems 

, 
.. ---' .. .. / -----
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than it would nulvc in that, for example, it would raise 8gain the 

qucstion of inhurn;)n alltl de~Jl'adinlJ tre~lllllent of which certain mcmbers 

of the R.U.C. Iwtl \Jeen found guilty by thc lIum3n Rights Commission 

~Ind had remaincd ulldinciplincd. The whole arca wus tl hornet!:>,' nest, 

which could "l'in9 fIIorc damaC)l! to ucc"r.ily cffol'ts than any likely 

bcncfitfi. 

Hr. K i r W (J n n Cl t cd t hat the (1 r 0 U Il d h (l d 1)0 e n C 0 vcr c d re CJ a r din 9 

ex t r a d i t ion in d i ~~ c U U a ion i nth e ace u r l t y l] r 0 up. The d i s c u ss ion 

\'/ ann 0 t r c f lee t cd j nth e n r i t i u h cl r Cl ft rep 0 r tor the 9 r 0 U P w hie h 

simply had a cro!:>s-rcferencc to a pal)cr in the appendices which was 

t 11 cor i () in .. 1 (h" i t i G h P Cl jJ e r () n ex t r a tI i t ion. The I r i !:> h s i de had wa i t e d 

for a furthcl" Ilritinh papel" modified in the lilJht of dincussion; 

ponuil>l y the Orilish side had heen waiting to sce nn Irish paper. 

() n t It e b 3 S i sot tit e .. din c u ~. ~;i 0 n she 1 d he f cl t t h n t the y co u ~ d re n c h 

an agrecd uuml1lary in this area. 

Mr. Wade-Gery proposed that the summary should develop the idea 

of improvin~l thc operation of the extra territorial le~inlntion 

''I h .il e .. 1 0 CJ gin Cl " , the e x t r a d i l ion que s t ion. 

t' r. 1~ a de - r. cry re J l l hen d tin h n.i dew 0 lJ 1 cl h a vet 0 an c n t ion the wo r d 

.. c x t r a cl i t i un" a t u 0 IIll' s hHJ e i n a con c 1 u to ion nee u r i t Y pap e r but, h 0 v i n I 
c1 0 n e no, .i. l ''I () tJ 1 d III () V con • 

~Ir" Nally uaid thal if the British uidl~ were t>tated the Irish side 

''I u U 1 d be s t it led t 0 (l • 

Cconomie Co-operatiun (:ro~1!. 

6. ~h·. Nel iqan HUlled t.hc [t: ol\nlllic Cu-upcl'ation Working Group would 
I nee d s 0 In cup - cl a t.i n" i Il t. h C I! IIlH lJ Y a r &! n U u t t h:1 t d i ~. c us s ion C 0 U 1 d t a Se e 

pI ra c c i n ea r 1 y Se plc In t)(~ r In" k nit l u C) cl he r" II 0 t h P n per s • 
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~1r. KinHln recalled t.hat the Inten:ollncction Working Party had 

recently fin~lined itu l'eport. · Th.it; had been commissioned undc ) 

the aegi~ of the Anglo-Irish Economic Steering Group Jhich was 
I 

not me c i n 'J dud n" the CUI' re ne y n f the .i 0 i n t :: t 1I die s pr'o c e ss. 

The assessment in the report. of f:lteu "f" r'cturn 011 .inve.stment on East-~les l 

Interconneclion !Il~emcd lu irulicnte that, on rc:wonaule' 

nssumptions, it Nau a vi:lhle propo~ition. There was reference t 
the possihility of [[C aid but the report did not show the 

favou r abl e c f fcc t lId~. \'lOU 1 d ha vc on ra tes 0 f return. I I n gene ra 

the con c 1 us i () n s \'1 ere s () III e \'1 hat bIn n d • The question arose as to 

• "'he the r it \'1:\5 npp rop r i ate fo r the [conom i c Co-opera ti on Study 

Group to sharpen up the conclusions on this matter. 

N r. N Cl 1 1 y :. n j cl t It a t. l h c I' r i 11\ C M i n 1 u t era din i t t e d 1 y wit h 0 u t b r i e r 

had ueemcd enthu!i.i:lstir nhout the proposal nt the last fleads of 

Government mcctinq: nnd Lhat wc re~jarded this os an important 

political input in n pouitive direction. 

~tr. [ye rs ::; tn lcd tha t lhe reason wily the work in'] pa r t y studying 
that lhe flue~tion had nol ,'OIllC up wil.h it recommendation was/it would 

pruhahly have heen a divided onc. lie dou~ted that the study 

IJ r 0 up c Cl u 1 d n 1I c C ,~ C " \'1 h e l' e the W U I' k j n IJ Pal' l yha d f nil e d • 

Hr. t<irwan ~aill lhat lhe lIIaller hnd a political dimension which 

the l10rldnlj 1':Il'ly cuuld nol take jnLo account but whieh fell 

\., i t h i nth e j 0 in l !ll u die:; h r i e f • The juint sludy should at least 

briruJ out lhnl the matler \'1a!; onc rul' pnliticnl decision. He 
I conceded, hCl\'H~VCr, lhat it miqhl he Ilece!;uary tlHlt onc wnit for 

lhe Ileat! ur l~ovel'''lIll'nt. l'~vcJ lu '.Jet. l.hiu ,Ieciuiun • 

. . . . / 
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Sir Robert Armstrong agreed thnt there could be a reference 
stating this issue has political implications. 

(It was agreed Mr. (yers a~d Mr. Neligan move towards framing 

a draft on Economic Cooperation). 

Mr. Nally commented that the economic situation in Northern 
, Ireland was extremely critical nnd perhaps the papers did not 

quite reflect this. There was <1 link between steps to 
, revitalise the economy, political institutions and establishing 

peace. lie mentioned the population movement from Northern Irelo fl 
and added that many of these people had moved to the Squth. He 

, felt the larger economic questions like taxation, indu~trial 

restructuring, agricultural regimes in the CAP. should be mentione 
with a reference to the link with political institutions and 
stability • . 

Sir "obert Armstrong said that this nhould be mentiondd in some 

Hr. Kinlan felt lhis could be done by way of an introduction to 
the composite report Ort Lhe joint studies as a whole. 

currency .reqimcs should be jncllld,~d on also. 

Perhaps , 
I 

7. Hr. No 11 y men t i onell lIHl t the "mcauu res to encourage mu tua 1 
I 

understanlling" drafts were at time~ very general but thin wnn 
on "mis~onceptlon : per h 3 psi ne v i t n b I e U i v n n t· her. \I b j e c t III a t t er. The pap e r V see m e d , 

satisfactory but pt!rhaps the questiun of moking more concret.e 

recommendations could bc looked at. There was the poss~bility of 
I 

a joint history for educational eulnhliuhmcntn and he f 'ound that , 
the i de;) 0 r the () pen u" i v l! r u i ... y wa u 1 0 (J ked a t w i l h so In e' en t h U 8 i a 8 11 

I 

by a number of people. 
CitizenshiJl Ril,Jhl!J 
O. Sj r HUUC1'l /\ l'llI:.ll'OIl!l. ~.tated there was conniderablc l detail in , 
citizenship papers, much heing af a recital nulure. He ' felt 8 

-
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summary should not entail n great problem. 

I Hr. Wade-Gery mentioned at this point that Mr. Wasserman and Mr. Heat l 
I Smith were nloving to different areas of work although the latter migh t 

maintain some involvement for the next few weeks. They were being 
I replaced by Phillipa Drew and Roger facer, respectively. 

that with the legislative programme of ttle new Irish Government 
~1 r. I< i r wan 9 tat e d/ i t \'HI S not e Cl s y tor 0 res e e w hen a a i 11 m i 9 h t be 
introduced regarding voting rightn for British citizens in Ireland. 
This was an issue that would be brought to the attention of Government 
Hiniuters. 

Summary Paper 

9. Sir Robert Armstrong suggested thnl when the individual studies 
had becn complet.ed N{'. \'lilde-(;ery and Mr. Kirwan might join together 

• 
I in preparing a draft or the summary for attachment to a communique. 
, This summary could ttlen be looked at by the Steering Group at its next 

"!ncUn,). the d:1t.e of which would depend nn the date of n Head of 
Guvernment meetinC). 

Heeting of the Steerin" t;roup 

10. Hr. Natly invited Sir Robert to come to Dublin for this 
next meeting. 

Sir Robert !itlid that he accepted with ple~l!iUl'e. If sufficienl time 
were available, the , ... eck or lhe t:onnerval lve Party Confemn ce (12 Octobc 
would he suilabl,! but if work had to lw directed townrdG u September 

I 
5 u m m ita n en r 1 i c r III C c tin 'J \'10 1I 1 d hen e c e !i ~; U r y • 

If-Ulocks 
the 

11. Mr. Nnlly !ilalcd lh~Il/"-lllocl< dispute and the deaths were creating 
(Jrent damnge in both purlu of I relnnd. The recent riot!: in Dublin woul d 

I ..... / .. 
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have been inconceivable a few months ago.Up to the time , of those 

there could be little doubt but that the Provisional IRA were win. 
I 

the propaganda battle. He added that it would be most helpful if 
, 

there could be a better flow of information to Dublin regarding 

developments. We had very good sources nnd would probably get t t 

information anyway. All that hnppened through concealment was tht 

relations were soured. Mr. Nally in5tanced the recent visit of t ~ 

Duke of Norfolk to the Maze and added that the Toaiseach had been 

about to make a statement when he henrd about it. The Irish 

Government's position wa5 made very difficult wllen it was caught 

unaware in such situations. We tlad received the information anywc 

from our channels but tllis did not help in the matter of general 

att iludes. Hr. Nally concluded by de:.;critJing the great difficul t 

the current sit.uation presented for the Irish Government, not leas . 
bee a use n f tile f n c l t hat 0 n (! M c m b 0 r 0 f the 0 ail w n s e I 0 set 0 de a t h 

and another mighl follow or resign his seat. 

Mr. Ncligan outlined recent developments and mentioned the appare , 

hardcnin<] of the IHI\ stance. lie ndded that the Irish Government , 
felt it vital that no oppurtunity :.;hould tJe missed and the onus fo 

the death!; should he placed liilh the IHJ\ und the hunger striker!; 

themselves. 

51r Robcrt Armstrong said that the British shnred appre~ension ab c 

the propaganda elcment, particularly in the United Stateh. He was
l 

of course, nware thnt tIle Irish Gov~rnment would not wish Britain ~ 

yield political 
• I 

or to allow thl~ pl'ltlOnerS or~lanis~ their owr 

pr.i:';Url rC(Jillle. lie did Ilot :;l'C where lhc uulhoritics rould move un l 

the prbwncrs showed :.;i(Jns of yicldinq on the "purity" of their 

demnnds. 

accept 

If t.hey had an incJicOltion uf what the prisone~s would 
1 

- which they would then equate ~o politico 

••• J •• / 
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I status - they would certainly consider the nituation ~ost ca~efully. 
I They had to bear in mind the situation in Uritish prisons on ,the 

mainland, where conditions were worse thun in the Northern Ireland 
1 prisons, and which now contained about 45,300 inmates, compa~ed with 

an "absolute m<lximum" net by Mr. Hoy Jenkins os Home Secretory in the 
early 1970's of nbout 42,000. Thn rcnctinn of the Unionists and 
prison officers in the North had :tlso"tu be considered. 

I Mr. NaIly said the Irish Government would not wish Dritain to yield 
politicol status if that were an issue. There had appeared 8 

c e r t n in", 0 v e men ton the p r i son e r s s i d e. Not solon gag 0 , the yha d 
issued a ~tatement saying they did not want to be differentiated 
from other prisoners. This seemed at the time to dispose of the issu 
of political stutus. They hod also ~'lid thnt they were not seeking 
control of the prisons. I AttitudetJ seemed to h'lve hardened since. 

In so far a:; the LJnioni:.tu were concerned there was n certoin 
ambivalence becaune thern were "Uninnisls" paramilitories in the jail 
too. 

Hr. Neligan added that Unioni~tD were concerned also to sec the 
level of tcnsion in Northern Ireland reduced. 

Mr. K.i .r_\"~n. referred to n IlriliHh ntatelll(!ut of 9 July, rJivcn to, the 
Irish authorities by the Oritish [mhaHoy and Secretary Atkins' letter 
30th June to 01:;hol' Il'Nahony. In thene caneD, they hod 

been more explicit in l'cfel'rilllJ lo improvcments in the priGon regime 
that could opeJ':'t..~ when the prutent ended thon they hod been in Ur 

At. k j n s r .. l her I" p t .i (' n n t n t. ;1 l. e 1I11~ n l 0 r nth J u I 'y • 11 ad the y 0 

dirficulty about !:lctt!nIJ oul in public doculllcntn how for they were 
pl'cporcd tu go, at; in the privale papers cited? 

..... / 
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I Sir Robert Armstrong said that there appeared no rea~iness by t 
I prisoners to yield or make .cenceGsions. It was not sq much a C B 

or d if f icu 1 t y about oa y i ng things pub 1 j c I Y but rathe r ,on nsseSSIII 
I that th03e thinyn would nol lead to u oolution. 

I Hr. Kirwnn referred to the uncertuinty that the prolongation or 
hunger strike injected into the follow-up to the joint, studies 
through n nummit meeting Dnd otherwise.lle wondered whether ene 

I possibility migllt be for the British to indicate a final "point" 
I beyond which they would not go in handling the situation/to ogre! 

with the Irish authoritieo that they would regard this l os 
I acceptable and then to go as far os o(jreed. It was felt howevc! 
I th41t there would be connidcnlhle t.lifficultien about this. , 

Mr. Nally stressed the n~cd for Orit:lin to maintDin sufficient 
I flexib~lity and prevent the Provisionuls Dnd the prisoners winn! 
I prnpuCJandu victories by mnking the intrun:Ji(jcnco appear wholly or 

one side. He explained ugain the need for a good information rl e 

Sir Robert "Armstrong o~l'ced to note the vicwn of the Irish oide 
I 

nnd pass them to his lluthoritico, particularly on wnys of improv 
the information flow la Duhlin • 
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