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EVERS (FCO) HA S PHOi.jED TO I N FO~~1 US ABOUT TH:: MEETING YESTERDt\Y 
AFTERNOON AT LONDON A I RPORT BET\~EEN THE POPE'S 
REPRESENTATIVE, FR. JOHN MAGEE, AND TWO BR ITISH MINISTERS, 
M~: PFTER BLAKER OF THE FCO AND MR MICHAEL ALISON OF THE N10 • 

. ruE BR IT ISH HAD BEEN ASKED BY THE VA f i{"M~ YESTERDAY HORN ING :r 
IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOq A PERSONAL REPRESE~TATIVE OF THE POPE 
TO ~IAKE ' A P:: RSO i~ AL V I SIT TO SEE ;':R SANDS AND TO tljEET A BR I T I SH 
MINISTER IF POSSIBLE. THE ~EETING WITH THE MINISTERS ' WOULD 
ORDINARILY HAVE TAKEN PLACE AT THE FCO BUT TO AVOID ANY 
DELAY THE MINISTERS HAD GONE TO LONDON AIRPORT WHERE A 
DISCUSS ION FOR HALF AN HOUR HAD TAI(EN PLACE. EYERS UNDERSTOOD 
THAT THE ~1 A I N PO I NT MADE BY FR. MAGEE HAD BEEN TO ASK v/HETHER 
·FURTHER CO :-.JCESS IOI~S ON CLOTH I NG 'tJERE POSS I BLE. THE M! NI STERS 
HAD EXPLA INED THE PROBLE.'iS INVOLVED AND SA ID THAT HANY OF THE 

"CONCESSI ONS DEt"'IA DED iI'ERE ALREADY AVAILABLE . THEY SAID THAT IF 

\

SANDS CAME OFF THE HUNGER STRIKE THEY COULD SEE HUMANITARIAN 
IMPROVEf'lENTS TAK ING PLACE BUT TIIERE WOULD BE NO POl IT ICAL 

CONCESS IONS. I ASKED '/.'HETHER A FURT rl£R t'iEET I NG W I rH 
M I NI STERS I HAD BEEN ENV I SAGED , DEPEND I NG ON THE OUTCot'1E OF 
FR. MAGEE'S VISIT TO SANDS. EYEPS REPLIED THAT THE BR!TISH 
DID NOT SEE FR. MAGEE AS A MEDIATOR. EYERS WAS NOT AWARE OF 
WHETHER FR. MAGEE HAD GIVEN ANY INDICATIO~ TO THE MINISTERS OF 
THE LINE HE WOULD PROPOSE TO TAKE WITH SANDS. 
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