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ROINN AN TAOISIGH 
Uimhu .. ............. . ......... . 

To: Mr. W. KCrwan, Assistant Secretary 

From: F. Murray. 

As arranged I received the attached message from Mr. David 

Tatham, Counsellor at the British Embassy yesterday evening 

at about 6.15 p.m. Mr. Tatham stressed the confidentiality 

of the message stating that its contents would not be released 

by the British authorities. It was their understanding that 

Fr. MacGee would not be making any statement in the matter 

either. They recognised that Sands ' proposition as outlined 

in paragraph 3 would probably become public knowledge at some 

j
stage. In their view either Sands himself or his supporters 

would disclose the "offer" at whatever time they considered 

appropriate. 

With regard to paragraph 3 I asked Mr. Tatham what precisely 

was meant by the sentence "Mr. Sand s had not responded". 

I was told that Mr. Sands had in fact said no to Fr. MacGee's -request on behalf of the Pope. The phrasE "not responded" in 

the message meant that Mr.Sands had not responded favourably to 

the Pope's appeal. 

As regards the Sands' proposition Mr. Tatham made it clear that 

this was not on. The British Government were not prepared 

to consider such a request. 

In relation to Mr. Sands' general condition Mr. Tatham said 

that, on the basis of the information he had received, there had 

been no worsening in his position as compared with the previous 

day. I enquired as to whether there was any assessment of 

how long Mr. Sand s might last at this stage. Hr. Tatham said 

he did not have that information. He did confirm however that 

Mr. Hughes condition had deteriorated significantly over 

the past few days and that if the hunger strike continuEd 

Mr. Hughes death could come fairly soon after that of Mr. Sands . . 
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I told Mr. Tatham of our anxiety to be kept appraised of 

all developments in relation to the condition of the 

hunger strikers. I said that we would greatly appreciate 

being kept informed of developments at all times. 

Mr. Tatham asked what our impression was of reaction to 

the hunger strike. In response I said I could only offer 

a personal opinion as we had no surveyor anything of that 

sort to go on. }\t present it would appear that public support 

for the hunger strikers was not significant. I instanced 

the small size of the public march~ /demonstrations and 

some commentsheard on an R.T.E. radio interview. However J-! J,~r"1 

likely that public reaction would be different following a 

death. Mr. Tatham agreed with this view. In addition I 

referred to the widespread coverage of the hunger strike 

in the media both here and abroad particularly in the U.S. 

and in Eurpoe. I also referred to reports received from 

Australia. Mr. Tatham agreed that the Provisional Movement 

had had considerable propaganda successes abroad. 

Mr. Tatham in the course of our brief meeting mentioned that 

the Northern Ireland Secretary of State was very impressed with 

Fr. MacGee. He had not put this in the written message in 

case it might appear to be conde~cending I thanked Mr. Tatham 

for his call and message and said that I would pass it on to 

my authorities immediately. 

30th April, 1981. 

~ ~~~ ~~~ 
~ ~. ~ ~ ~ \ ~ {t\\~ . 
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Tu L::"~: i)O" FRC;i Ht) 
FOR /, IBASSlhIO~ FROl'j ASST 0 SEC 0 i.EL I GA I 
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fGLLO\·/lN", I:::; TEXT OF NOTE H/u1flEj I N BY BR ITISH E ·:BA:~Y HERE AT 
6.00 Poi·l. YESTERDAY. IT IS PART OF AN IrHERNAL Et':BASSY HI: UTE 
MW ·'US" It! PARAGRAr'H 1 ACCORJIW~LY l'IEAilS " BR ITISH EhBASSY":­

\ 

1. I'''R. \vYATT RANG AT 5PIIl TO BRING US UP-TO-DATE ON FATHER l"iACGEE'S 
rill SS ION. 

2. FA"HfR HACGEE HAD SEEN t-iR. SANDS LAST NIGHT FOR 75 r·lINUTES. 
HE HAS 5AIJ PUBLICLY THAT HIS MISSION WAS A SPIRITUAL ONE, 
NOT POLITICAL, AND HIS SOLE PURPOSE WAS TO ASK MR. SANDS TO 
GIVE UP HIS STRIKE. 

3e FATHER t·jACGEE SAW I~R. ATKINS THIS r'ORNn:G TO TELL HIt·! THAT HE 
HAD URGED t·m . SAr.JDS TO GIVE UP HIS STR j KE AND TO DEL I VER A 
PERSON.t..L hESSAGE FROI'l TH~ POPE TELL I ~!G t/IR. SAI!JS THAT IT WAS 
HIS DUTY TO STOP 0 1 iR . SMJDS HAD I~OT RESPO ~JE D. Ho\VEVER, HE 
HAD AS KE J F ATHEH ,jAC"EE TO TELL r··:R. ATl< I NS THAT HE \,,'OULD ~USPE Nj 
HIS STRIKC FOR FIVE DAYS ON CmJDITIOil THAT A jJORTHERi'! ' RELAN::> 
OFF' CE 0;' r' I Cl AL SHOUL 0 GO TO THE HAZE AND NEGOT ' ATE T~E 
PR 'SOI~ERS' F' VE DEt·lANDS I N THE PRESE I !CE OF "GUAH M!TORS' , • 

4. HR. ATI<';S HAD SEEn FATHER /IACGEE AS A COURTESY TO THE POt-E'S 
REPRESENTATIVE AND NOT TO NEGOTIATE. THE NIO WERE NOT PREPARED 
TO DISCUSS MR. SAN DS ' REQUEST. THEY RECOGNISED THAT .IT ~0ULD 
PROTJABLY PEccr,E PU8LIC K~!C','/LE_GE SOO~ER OR LATE ~ <UT 0!J WT 
SEE ANY AJVA:.;TAGE 1:1 THE NE'JS 3E I;JG RELEASED :~0~·,'. 

5. F.ATHER HACGEE IH;.\S ~JOT CERTAIN \':HEr~ HE l,·!OULD BE LEAVING NORTHERr~ 
IRELAND: HE WISHES TO SEE THE OTHER HUNGER STRIKERS ANJ HAS 
SPOKEN OF SEElrJG T~:E ?ELATIV~S OF VICTli '.S or- IR .\ VIOLE :JCE - ~~O 
NM'IES \vE RE i·tE~ T I O~'E i) . THE N 10 HAVE TOLD H Ir'i TH':: Y ARE HAPPY FOR 
H Ii, TO RETURIJ TO THE i ,/\ZE ~.ilJ TO CO " F I =-?i· ~ H;"G ' S P201T I C:l . T~':Y 
~. ULJ ilOT d 13H TO SEE H 11, AI.:lA I;j AFT:r\',lML,S 1\';> TH IS \', UL ..... G i V:: 
THE li',PRESS ION THAT HE HA] aE CO:,:E t\N I.!TERi·.E011\RY I ~J A 
NEGOT I /\T IO;~ • FATHER j·!ACGEE U::JEnSTOOJ A;~D ACCEPTED TH' S 
SITUATIO;,!. 
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TtOJv~~ ,I4t f Ilu~1 ~~X l 'Uv TO 2,E I~C li~Fv~--(I":) CF j,J .... \EL ?'IE.Tv '\1'; 
VJH I LE \~E HOPE THAT THE NI 0 - BR I T I SH EhBASSY CHAlmEL \/ I LL COin I ~J UE 
TO BE IISEi) ~}E \'0 L0 ~E G AT~FUL IF YO COUlJ ALSO KEEP GPE'; 
COi,TACT.3 AT Y -,u;-; E. J Ai!.J ; ·,A':.E TO H~Vi. '~ Il/FCO APh I~E YOU 
PRUI .PTL Y OF M Y JEVELOPj,:E Ins A:JJ REACT IO NS THERETO. 

END 
---1051 30/4/1981 ~ 
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