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STl\'l'E~1ENrr BY THE T /\() I ~ E!\CH 

'l'he de.:lth of l30bby Sands is yet one Eurther tragedy in a 

1 () n I.) 1 i ne 0 f ~ 1I C h t r CHJ e die sin Nor t h (' r n Ire la n d . I t 

I:lll!.it surely brinq home to .Ill concerned the need to find 

,I sollltion th.:1t will bring a just .:lnd lusting peuce to the 

~)ince the hunger strike began, I have sought constantly by 

(~ \'ery means open to me to secure a humuniturian solution 

th"t VJoulcl avoid loss oC life. I deeply regret that such 

. 1 ~;0luLion could not have been found throueJh a more flexible 

o'Pl'ro.:1ch to the .:1dministr.3tion of the prison. 

'\\) the S,-lnds lO,1l11i Iy un( to the fumilies of all those who 

~ I d vc S u f fer P. cl h (~ rea ve men tor i n j u r y, J ex ten d sin c ere 

!;,(mp."'!thy on m)' O\ ... n belnlf ;lnd on behalf of the Irish 

(:ovc r nm(? n t . 

l .1!)pe111 now Lo all sections of the Irish people that 

tht~ rc should be no further sufferinq, injury or loss of 

1 i re ,lnd th."'! t thl~ sorrow Clnd qr ief which exist should 

1)(' expressed in .) c.)lm Clnd di(]nified milnner. 
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