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Following is tnxt of Prime Minister ' ~ re~ly to mess~pp of 
13 r13J frow C3.rdin2.l O' FiaiJh , Archbisho-p of Armneh : 

Thflnk you for your tele.,?;rarn of 13 (th'; rt()8!:1) r:ay 'lbout the 
hU!'. -}cr strike at th~ ::'lse 9ri.son . I unu.'~rs:anri your concern . 
I fully sh~re it . 

·-rhe Govern::1e!1.t have r~'8e::.tedly made clear ho": :nu.h they 
r"3',Tet the loso of life t!l1"':UI<;!! all :OliIlS of v:i_ol~mce in 
.I.ro!'thern Irelar.d . The GOV8rnr:len"t is not: the in:lc'D:ib18 'party 
in this iSGue . The Provisional I3A , at whose behest the 
hun::er s·tr1.ke i:::> taking pl:lc e, hnv0 S 'i;a t ed ~.r.d !'cstD..ted from 
the b~n:inr!:i.n.'2" that -r.h,:)y ~·."ould ~<.ill. o:f -l;21.e stl~ike only i±' the 
Govor::'L'i.Snt we!''''' to conce''le a':"l five 0: their de~:.ands . Ilhat thzy 
"flan t is not .9ri~on l'efOr!Zl2 ~ but a speci~.il dif.: eren t f., t::... tus Ior 
some r.rison."?rs . 'rhis ~hp. ro·,rer!'lf!!ent cam'}.ot cc'nceC!.e , since it 
would encoura;8 further blac~mail ~nj support for ter~orisc . 

"~'le C~~lo-:'t-;reat :persons cOllvict'.=d of '::! l'iminal offences 2.S 
priso.::~ ers 0-: "Jar, ',[hi(' h is 'r/:"l:l. t tl1ey \mnt . 

In contrast . the Govsrnm~nt had demonstr~t3d flexibility 
in a !lunl')er of t.'T~yS . "'fe intrc),iUCed i:aDortant a.Ild 11unane c rJ.ang6s 
in th~ pri30n regime last year . We took ths initiative t o 1e­
GSCalC1.1;c t ri8 dirty pro t ':?st in ,January , an·:' rpsnonded proP,"Jtly 
to the 2~jinl; of thr> d:'rty p~otf?st in ~'arch, c-a"::tin:::" t::e -"" 11;e of 
10<":'5 of ~e!l1:':3Si(J!1 -oy 1:al:::' . ":t? 8.11-;~'H?d tl:.e t:::: 1;'-) "')'..:tl.lin rnr.lS , t~",e 
'::C;Er~ '1;n!·es~!~tati.~r8e an.: the Pone I s 'Re res~ntati ve to ':risi t tl'b 
~:r~, ,,, I:> l" n 1-1-10 ;., (1 '!""lP ,1-" .. + -I , ",., "'Y co ll-; -f ~ r' cl ~so ""c. T'T""~ T'" P cn~r-l1~"d p _.,. ..- r.. ''''' ""....... ':'.L. .J J".J ....... (. vu...... ~ v _...... t.:..:. ., Y" ,y .I V ..J ..... "'l ~ __ 

Kr :-:;.:~r .. 3 :,<:::1 th~ ot'~18r h'..1Yl.!:,,;er ;::;tr':',{cT'8 to cea~,e th8:lr action . I 
hope the re::'~ '_::'n i!"i~ !ll.tnger s-'.:r·'{. :rs -'rill e v"'!n nOH r'(~3pon'1 to tl-le 
:r ('1 ~ i,J ~y;~t1~.3at!"~~ . 

tou ... 3.kt; ~ Il1..u4be~~ of ~oin"ts f"LGOut t~c rriS01: Dopu12tiJn iTl 
~orthern I~cl'u~ . : r~ very a~are of th~n, ~s is the S~crotaI~ of 
st~te fer ~'Tort'hern 1.c'?lCl!":d . \'Je arr; CO!ll:ni ~tP1 to maintni~i!1 r-:; arl 
enliG:::~f:::"~ ,d ~md hU.2"rl ~.t 7'.Tian Drif:'on ""~:~ic p . cmd I be'ieve ',18 do '::;0 . 
'.r::> '')re 'e'("fl y;-O 'i,"'oV' t. Y'r.:>1l r",,,,pnt"'+-;,",rl,,,·fro'n -"'r'-'Do r<"ib 1 e 'Ju3.r"' n r" ':_ , .... . _ ..... \A. J .. ~ ..1_ ... - :- .... _0...}., '- .... v_~ ..... J:--_ .. .1.. ...... v ... .... -.J _ :-,.... .1_ o.J 

l::-LC~. 'l c1:,n!: fo~' eAX;lplA th.-:: -,u::.~c::,e':'.n Co . ' ::-,':'OY'_ ,n ~-::.E._l!l R.L[~n ,s - oc 
all ~.8pects er tl , envi:~onrent "or 'lll cCflfor i.DJ~ -pri30ners : but 
"\"e c!:.1"·,'ot· "';nlrt ,..y t"'r" ic-C'ue of po-:.;tl"c"il ':U"'~~ fi ... ",t·on +'."'''~ ",-,.,-1, .. , ,~ """"JI. ... .", .; ....... .., ........ V~l ';' L.., - loJV __ ..J....I. U v'..l.J... _..;1.:4.- ..... v... .. .. I""o. L .A.\:..:~ 

:;:,::;r:< vi01ec_c6 :_!1.:! of pr' 80!lCr o~ war 3ta:Ul:3 for those ~·:ho c(;nimi t 
:2u~h c l"'i~es . 

T " ? ' " '":0 • .... ,·"O-{,~ 11 +' +h ~- .:l' I • ~:X2' :,fOU, l. "u~ an X-.. ? '..1:, v ~.Lu-::L "ur" er !'lCe(L.18SS,..l.Oal.rlS ... r: 
:;fOJ:~h_!rn L,el? .. ,!:Ct irc:., ·\,':::>t,;:;'.rer p";,r~ of t'19 co!~!'":Llnity . 10,-,-:!..r. p~~!.'t:'Lc\.'.L:lr 
'.fl· 1 T '':;,'7' <:;1'(,0 ::;'Y~'-L'C"'''L''ltp t" (· her",,} l~·:, .-! n.~,' noll:->., _,,:,:>c: "''''.(i T b.>,,~ 
... """'" ..... ·_""f~ .. ~ A ... ....., _~, P ""'...... ~ . •. ~ _. - ." ., _v ........... .. -..., __ .... I~ ...... _,-' ,... -. ~ 41 

t:, \<iuch:J:r~'J'iI)': 0 1.11' :'e .pc:'.!.nb: L1."'C.;.e~. H'..lt -::hc solut"~on doe::; !l(,n 
"p ;110'1 '" \",~, -;.,. :~A·· iv'·~;'\,., 1"'(lo'r~"'\("~r 8""'1""(:;"",,.. T"1'p1~"·elv'p(· ~"l-, J.';~ _.......... .. ...... \.4 ...... . _-.I _ .. "'_ ..... :l ........... _.,. ~ .. .. ', .. ~-' ..... 1., '. ;) .... ; "' ) ~. ,.6. 

...... ,., -_:l, ·.'t~.' (r' .... _.~ ~1.d""\, .. 1 .. r)·~·:.,,::) . r (}~tO 'i irol'·t~"- ..;". ,'iLl' ~T";..L~ rhc 1 ~· '·· 1: ""(.' ", .... -_.... ... "'" _ .. _ 4 _ r .. _ _ v .J...,;', _'- oJ ... r ....... \",;;) • .t.. 10;... .~ , ..., ......... ~ _ ... ) ,", L. 

t;',,: :J)' ',r: sjc~a:~ lRJ , ~?'.o h;w-e t.3ken a r-:;o:l.d - ·bj(),,"e, d~8J.s'i.on thh'; '-Lo 
.HI '::> r ~un' J; .:~ :r;L. :~ow '::l.pt" r.. ~; in pl'i~:-::'n . ~ !jf r:lcr _ U31? 10 t,he-lll (.;.:;:.:.-.1 

/1 .. 'j" 
f J." -I. 
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tha.n alive . _his r;ee!!lS to me the :.ost irnmo-('pl and i.nflexible 
deci.sion anyone COll1d take . 

Since you rpleasec1 your telep;rnm to the pl'e::,js, I am sure 
you Hill not mind my publishing this re.:'ly . 

18 Nay 1981 
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