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Mise. 

ROINN AN TAOISIGH 
IT. 

Uimhir ... .......... .. .... ... ....... .. 

To: An Taoiseach 21 s t July 1981. 

From : Linm Houricon o 

MEMO 

On reflection, I om conc ern ed nbouL the decisions taken thi s rnorning 
regarding our pos sible reac tions in Lhe event tha t Mr. Doherty di es 
before a I3ritish officinl hClS CJonc int 0 the pr ison. r feel that Lhe 
puld.icuL.i.on of u delrl.il[~ rI (' Ill'()f)o1oqy u f Olll' e fforts La end lhe 
s trike, or even Lhe cxtcll~ ;i vp- lJ ~-; e o r ~) LJ c h il c ln'ono lc)(JY for hn c kqround 
brie ring could be counLerp roducli ve. 

If used on its own (i.e. vl1. lhouL ove rt diplornatic nction, or wilhout 
a strony public slnlelllenL frofll the Inol SC'<lch or the roreign r~ini s Ler), 
illlliLJht serve 1ll!!J'!'ly Lo illlJ !l t.rillc the e x lenL of our fnilure to 
influence the nriLish Governmenl. 

The 1I10re ncti vi ty we point to over Lhe p[ls L fortni9ht, Lhe more 
remarkable will seem our inability to dWnf]e the Dritish npproa ch. If 
Lhen the chronology is revealed wilhOlIL nrcornpyinfJ action or pal Hieal 
cOJllment, \-JC mny find olJr!)clv('!) in il vmnk po~;ition. \ve wUl seem to 
have expended massive er forl l'iiLhoul er-feel. 

~1oreover, by "opening the books", whi le eschewing further nction (even 
for the moment) we will be seen la be closing the incident and 
declaring ourselves to be losers on il fjrnnd scnle. 

1 suggest therefore lhal any (lisclos ure of our actions over the past 
fortnight should be accornpani cd hy n sLror1C), unapologetic nsserU on 
of the rightness of our point of vl c lv, and Lhe error of the Dritl s h 
pllsition. 

P rec.isely becuune uur words hnve fjorlC llnhelfOed they shoul cl nm·/ become 
rubric and insintenl. To do les s \'1111 he to aprear to accepl defcil t, 
and this I sugfJe s l \-JC c[lnnnl nffnrd. 

1 ilppl'ociaLe there n1'o rOlllpell i nlJ I'P,l:i()nr; for the postponlllent of 
diplomatic action. Penclin<j suc h act ion, however, the line needs to be 
held by means of [J SlrOnlj nlnlcmcnl crilicising nritnin's handlinu of 
tile wholo nffnir, not jll[;t (ram tlw lilllc~ of the r.overnrnent's fir :;t 
public involve/llcnL, bul rrolfl the bcqinrlinCj of the JCJP inilintive. 

As to the most recent nrili~.h excuscs for not goinfJ in, lhey should, I 
feel be condemned ,w Untlcl'cplnble. ny listening - throuuh the Governor -
to 1'1crnrlnne's conditions for n IIlect inq, ,me! then refusing tho s e 
condilions, the Government is ill effert negotiating with the prisoners. 
It is, ut leasl, rcspomlinrj lo conditions ilflpoGed by the prisoners. 
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It is quite possible that Mcrnrlanc Is misrnpresenting the views of 
the IhmlJer Str.ikcrs, but. npnrt froln LhnL Lhr. Ilri Ush Government DCJllln 
shows bad faith towards lIS by treating Mcrnrlnne's conditions as more 
compelling than our demnnds. There is noLhing to prevenL the OrlUsh 
now ignoring any di fficul tics thrown up by the prisoners or thei r 
spokesmen, and going intoOLhe pri.son to explnin what is on offer in 
the event of the Ilunger SLriko ending. fly IIccoding to McFnrlano's 
pressure they are in effect givinl] n slronqcr role toSinn Fein thnn 
Lo the Irish Covcrnlllenl. 

Reg.Hds, 

Yours sincerely, 

LIAM HOURICAN 

Government Press 
Secretary 

c.c. 
HI'. Nillly 
~1r. Ne ligon 
Prof. Dooge 
~Il'. L iHis 
llr. l<i rWiln 
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