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, " 
IRISH COMMISSION FOR JUSTIC E AN D .PEACE 

- A Commission of the Irish Catholic Bishops' Conference 

STATEHENT ON THE HUNGER STRIKE AND THE PROTEST IN THE MfLZE 
. . 

PRISON NORTHERN IRELAND 

Issued by the Irish Co mm ission for Justice B0d Peace, Wednesday 

8th July~ 19 81 , at 17.00 hours~ in Belfast 

The text of the following statement is included as part of the 
press statement on the Hunger Strike and the Protest in ' the Maze 
Prison Northern IreZand 3 which was issugd by the Irish Commission 
for Justice and Peace 3 flednesday 8th Jul'Y3 1981, a t 17.00 hours., 
in Belfast~ and is to be read in conjunctinn with it. 

On June 3rd~ 1981 9 the Irish Commission for Justice and Peace 
issued a statement on the hun ger-strike in the Maze prison which 
made th~ee su gge stions in an effort to promote a resolution of the 
hunger-strike and the blanket protest. These suggestions were: 

'1. That prisoners in the Maze,.who ar(= at presen t pe rmitted to wear 

their own clothes for a greater ?art of the time should, like 

the prisoners in Ar~agh, be allow2( to do so at all times. 

2. That some TIoves ~ight be made to increase opportunities for 

association while pak in~ it clear th a t military tra"ning, or 

any other activity that woul d ~e illegal 1n soci ety at lar ge 9 

would not be tol~rated in t e pr is on. 

3. That t he question of prison ,,,,ark sho l e. ~ e re viewe·:-: both in 

order to ensure that the work is of the z reatest pos si ble cultur al 

and educati ona l val~e and that no work of ~ deIDeanin~ nature is 

de~anded. 

Encoura8ed by the public reception our stateQcnt received, the 

I.C.J.P. sought a response from the interested parties , in the dispute 

to ascertain whether our statement could provi e an avenue for a 

resolution. In this context the Commission sought a nee~in8 with 

the N.I.D. and on June 23rd, 1981, met Mr. fichael Alisoo, 

Minister for State, and senior officials. 

~{ • p • 9 

. h ).l t ' s 1- r . c tun u ;.' r s tan '-! in :::', t 11 .:! t t.l C r h e ID e e t 1. n g was e _ 'J. 0 n . n c· - • • 

Commi ssion was in no sense ne got intin g t but ratiler s ee kin £ to clarify 

the attitude of the British Government to ou r suggestions. The 
\ 

80mmission fully accepted and accepts the princi?le that th e response 

~ . " 1'~' ussed in th e context of the whole ~9 our suggest1.on was De 1n g u1.SC . 

Northern Ireland prison systera and of the general principle of QV .r-

antral. 
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It was followed by three further meetings on June 26th and July 

_~d and 4th with Mr. A11ison at which further clarification was 

sought a~d given. 

hours. 

In all,these four meetings spanned over 16 

Following the second meeting, the Minist~r on June 30th, 1981, 

transmitted a letter to the COhlmission responJin~ to the points 

raised in our stateflent and at the first two meetings. This letter 

also referred the Comm ission to the statement issued on the . same date 

by the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Mr. Hunphrey Atkins. 

The meetings which ye had with Mr . Alisen on July 3rd and 4th 

were to obtain further clarific~tion of th2 points discussed at the 

earlier meet ings9 5nd of th e the letter to us from Mr. Alison of June 

30th, taken together with Mr. Atkin's ~tatement of the same date. 

At the conclusion of our meeting of July 4th WE requested of 

the Minister of Stat e ' pernission to enter the Maze Prison to seek a 

meeting with the eight men on hunger-strike to. inf o rm them of the 

clarification we ha J received fru m th e Min ister in response to our 

June '3rd statement. This permission was given, and the eight 

hunger strikers me t us later on July 4th~ the 57th day on hunger 

strike of Joe McDonnell , one of the ei[ht . 

. We informed the prisoners of th e clarifica tion given by the 

Minister i.n response to our statement of June 3rd, at the four 

meetings and in his l e ter t o the ICJP o f June 30th. Having regard 

to the su cstance of these clarifications we tolJ the hunser-strikers 

that in the event of the hunGer-strike c oming to an end, the 

British Governcrent would be under a mo ral ob ligation to take 

action on the thre e areas suggested ~y us in our June 3rd statement 

wit h in are as 0 na b 1 e t i ill e s ca 1 e w hi c h. W 2. co u 1 cl s u g g est · 

In particular~ in the event of the hunger-strike co~ing to an 

end, the British Governnent would be under a mo ral obli~ation to 

allow all prisoners to wea r their own clothes at all times as of 

right (unless such clothes rese TIb led p ris on officers' uniforms, 

constitut ed a f~rm ef parami litary unif o rm 9 or were manifestly 

outlandish) and whether o r not the blanket protest came to an end. 

.' c') r ' t) a ~ 0 n .1. hIe t i me <:; C A. 1 e t ('I i C1 P 1 men t t his In our Op1.111 0il 9 - _ ..... -

(includin g embodyinS in 'pr is on rc ?ulations th e riBht for a ll 

1 of the1."r o~n cl o thes at all tines) is two 
prisoners to wear al 

weeks from th e endin~ of the ·hunger-strike. 
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In the event of the hunger-strike coming to an end the British 

Government will be under a moral obli gat ion: 

-A: to increase opportunities for association between prisoners 

an open-handed and flexible manner and in particular: 

~n 

(i) to allow movement by all prisoners during daily exercise 

tine between the exercise yards of every two adjacent wings 

in each block; 

(ii) to allow movemen~ by all prisoners he tween the recreation 

roo ms of every two ~djacent wings in each block during 

the daily recreation p2riods. 

These movements would ~e suhject in the final ~nalysis to the 

principles of security and maintenance ef overall control by the 

authorities. In our opinion a r easona~l~ tioe scale for th e 

i mplementation , of these reforms is four weeks froD the date when 

the pro~est comes to an end. 

Furthermore we feel that ln the context of t he new situation 

which would be createu were the protest to end, the British Government 

should seriously consider, as part of th 2 generous and flexible 

approach to prison management referr e~ to in Mr. Atkins' statement 

of J u n e 30 t h, all 0 \v i n .g an e x ten s i on 0 f the j Cl i 1 y per i 0 d S Cl f ass 0 cia t -

ion within individual wings (e. g . between the hours of 7 .15 to 

8.30 a.m. and 5.00 to 5.30 ?m.). However this would be under super-

vision. 

B: To iner -ase to th~ maxinuo the ranSe 0f uS2i~1 gctivities uh ich 

prisoners may en[age in d urin g th~ week, to afford each prisoner 

, the widest c hoi ce of activities which as far as possihle are 

con genial to him , within the broad and fl~xible framework of prison 

mana geme nt, excluding work which can be r ga rded as teneaning in 

particular circumst ances and suhject 1n the fi n~l analysis to the 

principle that all prisoners are required to be engaged in some 

use f u 1 act i. v i t y • 

The followin g are a list of, proposals made My th ~ I,C7J .P~ which 

the British Government has considered c nmpa ti~le with the above: 

( l
' ) p' ., '1 d . ~ r. q cl 0 'f 0 r ~1 . r i s r-. r. (' i' 5 \.; i t h .:: n -: c CC? t f!. -= 1 e rov Slon SI10U -,. 

level of skill, knowleJS2 and cxp~rt~s2 in the areas of 

culture, education, and practical livinG including a~ts 

on ~u~h ~kille knowled ge and expertise and crafts~ to pass ~ , 

to other prisoners as ~art of the ran g e ef useful activities 

in which prisoners mi g ht engage. 

---------~--~~------~--------



(ii) Pr i son e r S ill a y ch 0 0 set 0 HO r 1;: for c ha Lit ab 1 e and v 0 1 u n t Cl r y 

bodies on condition that, if necessarYi the body concerned 

shall provide materials fr~c of cost to the prisoners 

to enable such work to b e done. Th~re would be no remunerat-

ion for prisoners engaged in the aLo~e activities. 

Prisoners mAy opt for work of a r e~u n~rative nature. 

A prisoner uho f~ils to find ~ ccomrnodation within the 

choices prov~ded may, in the last analysis, be required to 

do r~rnunerative W0r~ thoush he ~ay refus e remuneration. 

Such work nay include work by pr lson ers o n the construction of a 

h · '1 t f 1 f ]" '\-," l' c L u r c no r e q u 1. v a .:: n. , a c l. 1 t J_ i."' S 0 1" r "~ . '. 1 (~ 1 0 U S l,'J 0 r S ' . 1. P WIt 1 1 nth e 

pris on. The Br itis h Governoent hav~.indicated that this list need 

not bee :v~ h a us t 1. v e an i1 t 11 r1 tot 11 e ~ p'r 9 P 0 S 8 1 s vd 11 1 \ e con s i J c. red. 

It is the ' CoDmis~io nts vic~ th a t persona l laundry could be 

accor:1nodat nd ,;.vi thin the 
. , 

prl.s one rs OYD ~lo ck or prlson floor. 

In our opinion a r easo n atll~ ti :.~ ·:! sc::! I t:, for the inplenentation 

of these neasurc§ would be f o ur weeks for ~uD~er (i) above, eight 

wee k s for nULl ~ er ( i i) :1 b 0 v e, 3. n d s i ~~ fr. ,) n t . h s for the t y pc 0 f . act i vi t y 

outlined 2.t (iii) at,o ve . The ti~e sc a le fo~ increasing the rang e of 

us e ful activities avaiiablc to prisoners to an acceptable level 

would l" e eiE},ht weeks fr'.Jl;l the. da t \;; of t~e E.nd in g of the hunger 

strike. 

~l e a 1 S 0 0 l~ t a i n c d. c 1 a r i f i c 0. t i 'J Il t 11 (:J. t :t::-:. .q ;-1 d i t ion tot he asp e c t s 

oft he p r i s e n r e g i ~! e. 0 tl \:: 1 i n 2 r{ a :... 0 V C ? C p t 1, (. end 1. n g ~) f the pro t est , 

' pris oner s w~uld ~e entitled ev~ry ~ontt ~c r ~ c elve four visits, to 

send up to eight letters and T 2ceivc ~ack 3 p rop o rtionate nunber s 

and receive a weekly fa rc el . p~: i .:..: c t:. 2 r s :~ e r' v 1: n L- a sea ten c e 0 f 0 v e r 

two years shall have radios in their cells. 

It 15 clearly undcrstoo·l ~ y the Ir~5h CCDmission for Justice 

a n cl Pea c et' 2. t i f t 11 2 pro t est \V ere t o e () Li. e t 0 a n cnd a n e .... 1 sit u a t i 2 n 

would ' e created. At pr e 5 e n t, r 1:' i. son·J I. £; ';.J h 0 1-: a v e CO J'1 e 0 f f pro t e 5 t 

re c e i v e. J. r es t or .:l t ion ~i f £ u 1], r T'!;, r:; 8 i ::; ',1 f c· r t 11 c un e x p ire i ;) 0 r t ion 

. 0 f the i r s e n ten c e CL n .:::! r eS t () r .:::l t i 0 1"1. G ~ :. ( ', ~ 0 f the a 1:10 un t for f e i t e d 

~ f h· t- ~ q, 'U 1 : _~ .. r> c.:: t rJ . ~ '; r~ tire u i n,~ 'f., 0 I)'d c (\ n d. u et. 112cause 0 t e lr pr o ~ ~ s~, ~ .~ · 

I fan cl ''': hen t b ('; pr e s c n t pr ') t est (~11. \~'. S the B r i t ish G 0 v ern ill en t \v ill 

. t e 1 i i f,1 a gin a t i ve'l .1. n d l' cl r 3. r.1.:l tic !, . H 2 ~: e 1 i eve thE. t S U c h \10 r d s s h 0 u 1 d 

me a n at the ' vcr y 1 ea s t the r es t ox at i ·J n ''; £ the ? r ea t er par t 0 f the 

rerr:ission already f.)rfcited d[l.:' ~l.a-.: -':0[21 1 rer:1ission sh o ul d be 
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sympathetic a ly considered ~n a spiLit of m~8~amiOity • 
... .. 

We understand that the British Government 1S prepared to recognise 

the cultural aspirations of the prisoners and to facilitate them as 

far as possible. We believe that the Government is morally bound 

to and will allow the introduction of I~ish literature and text-

books, and Irish lan gu age an d cultural classes on a cOflprehensive 

basis. We n o te as e v ide nc e of go odw ill o n this point that the 

Governme n t has alr~a ~y a llowed a copy o f t h e n e w Irish lan euage 

E i b 1 e t 0 b e p res e n t e '1 ~ y the C 01"1 D i s s ion ' t o t he pr i son e r s . 

*/*/*/*/*/*/*/ * /*/* 
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