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l:l Sep~ember 1981 

The Department ",ri1.1 wish to be aware tha t Sea nus Malic!'1 

called on me last ~riday when he was in London. What 
follows is based on what he said both to me and to other 
officers in the Embassy_ 

~~llonts visit was a personal one in connectiun with his 

decision to give up teaching and to develop a career 
in insurance. He has done ·this, he said, co as to allow 

him more time to devote to politics. It is, I feel of 

interest, that he is doing this when the SDIP's future 
poli tie;al fortunes are seen by some as bei 'W"lg under threat 
from others \.;1 thin the minori ty Communi ty _n Nort}lern 

Ireland <a.Yld is an indication that he feels ~ he has a poli tical 

tu t'..lre. 

Mallon mentioned that the SDlF are holdin~' a meeting next 

weekend to examine -what cha.nl3 es they shouJ. ... d m'1k e in the 

light of the Carron vic~ory in the Fermanagh-South Tyrone 
bye-electi on. he expected there 'Would 'b e~ about forty 

persons a t tha t rneet i nsJ i ne;l u d ing pa rty ~ CK (:0=ne r~ a r •. d 

officers of consti tupncy associations. P 1.11on .is of the 

view that the hunee~ strike and its consequences have 

shown up two main areas of weakness within the SDLP and that 

it is to these two issues - organisa tj.on and ideology - that 
the party should address itself at next weBkend's meeting. 

/ ... 
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The ~)er~3nagh 0 oni:h··Ty:-one Ly - r?:J.cct~1.on} and +'he general 

t::lectio :'n the R.GPubli~ ha.:: ·Sf.01 ~ thB extrao::-di!1ary goed 

orgaLisa tion of ~-:;he Prov.isicnals and 't;hei.r sU.'Dporters . 

,vtalIon sa: th'" t in the coun ti es a10ng the herder, North and 

South, the Provisional organisation had teeL superior to that 

of their opponents,. includin_ l?ine ..:uel and l-"'ianna Fail. As 

an example he said that in SOfu9 areas North of the border 

the electorate had voted 100% for CalrOll .. He estimated 

that Carron had at least 5,000 im~cr~~nated votes . He didn't 

say that imperEonations were common in the Republi c though he 

r e ferred to large numbers of northerr t registered cars , with 
full c'.)mplements of passengers t trav~}lling south acrOSR the 

Be added that the 

Provisionals appea.r to have limitless funds at their 

disposal, far more than any other po:i.itical party and that 

th ey partly use these funds to employ full time party 

per sonnel Yihich is of great advantage -to them . He t hought 

in t he light of this that the par ties ccf nati cnalist hue 
. . 

including thA Government and opposit ~~n parties in the 

Republic, If they are to defeat the ~:~'ovisionals ~ must 

improve their organisation and thejr ~undinge 
.~". 

.} 
~'" 
~ 

Secondly MalIon felt that it is impo~~ible to deny that the 

Pr ovisionals have made considerable ...;'2.lnS recently in 

attractinO' people to their cause~ T: is i p partly because 

they can claim, and wi"th some degr":8 :y'f accuracy, tha t the 

SDLP and others have failed to achir-;ve ar~ything and. have not 

succeeded in rr;ov:iu< t8 or even t owa~ ~ a ~j()lutj en to th8) r 

prnblerns. Th~re has been a deep po~~rjsation within the 

l~orthern communi ty . The re is a n inc~easing belief wi t hin t h e 
- ! 

minori ty community tha t t he only s olution i ~ a 32-county 

indep endent Republ ic. In these circ~mstan ces t h e Provisionals 

cla im t hat t hey are t he only group wh~. ch · can achieve t h is goal 

and are telling th e SDLP to stand a Side . 

/ ... 
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Mallon ~ee_s t at if the SDLP is to maintain its support 
i t must take the republican grour,Q and verbalise this 

changing view within the population . l'hey should say that 

t here is no soluti on wi thin. 1or thel'''n Ireland and have nothi .. 

to do "li.th any kind of advisory council . The SDLP cannot 
go back to the past . If they are to win and keep the 
support of the minori ty communi t, ~ tl}ey must go forward . If 

they take this line they have a future . The hunger strike 

had made it impossible for them to :ight in Fermanagh . Given 

t his background and the personality problems i n t he consti t uency 

which are long standi ng , the maximUD! they could have pol led 
would have been 12 , 000.. Had this nappened they would be i n an 
even weaker positior: nOWe Mallon ~8 satisfied , however , that 

once the hunger strike is out of th: way they could r ee:ain the 

gr ound . He thouGht he cOlld win the new South Ar magh 

Wes t minster seat. 

On the hung er strike Malion said ef~ort s should be ma de to 
.: 

try to separate those relat ives who 'are sympatheti c to 

ending the strike from those 

~ 

I mentioned t o him t~..a t Owen Carr on/~:..nd a group of 
ap~roximately 100 reJatives will be ~ n Lonaon from 17th - ?~th 

Septemb~r and tha t the Armagh ... H-Blo~r Commi ttee had e.sked i f .. 
I would receive a representative gr~JP from among these 

r elatives . I alao told him that I ; hadntt any instructions as 

of now b"'..lt that I thought , i n view q! pr~vious de cisions by . 
t he Government , tha. t they would rv' ~ .. ~:::l ('; received at t hr; 

Emba s s y . 

lZr'le ~ i Mallon said t hat if it were of any ··~alue, he would look into 

[.t ~~ the matter to see if there were a ny ·11 ess hardline relatives 

~ p~} . among the group whom he could take to see me before the 

~~-M4~;( arrival in London of the main group'·and t hereby defuse the 1r --q-1.-7 /~~~ . _ -- ~~ situation. I didn I t dissuade him from this. In this 
b~~~ "'b~ 

(I%~ 
' CU 

Ib · C; ' ?/t 
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connection he mentioned his experience 'wi th the OUill11 

relatives which had ended in their agreeing to save his 
life . The relatives had asked for a meeting with l .. Iallcn 

to see if there was anything he could do . He had with 

very considerable difficulty got then into see an officjal 
of the NIO after which meeting those rele.tives who didn't 

want to in·terfere wj.th Quinn f s decis ion to die were more 

convinced t.rl& t they were r1gh t. He then brought them to 

see the ProviGionals and the relatives were so appalled 

a t the callousness of the latter that they changed their 
minds and ended Quinn's hunger strike. ~~llon saw this 

as an example of the sort of positive influence which 

I f ~allon comes forward with a proposal to visit the 

Embassy with some of the relatives it might be of use 

to receive them . It would , at worse , help to defuse 

a ny probl ems we might have during the relatives ' visit 
'7 

to London and at best might help in ~ndin~ the strike 

of one or more of the hunger striker~. However, as 
t ime is running out and as we haven't heard any mo~e 

from lVIallon, it would noy! seem unlikely that this will 

r::Jat cri.alis e. 

----._-_.---
Mr David Neligan 
Assistant Secreta ry 
Anglo-Irish Divis ion 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Dublin 2 
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