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compensation Claim against the British Government 

1; The Government decided in May 1974 that the Exchequer would 

recoup in full the cost of local authorities of compensation for 

malicious injuries to private property which, in the opinion of 

the Chief Superintendent of the area, were caused by the use of 

explosives and were attributable to the disturbances in Northern 

Ireland. Under this scheme the Exchequer has to date recouped 

to the local authorities an amount of £672,374. A claim for 

reimbursement for the compensation for property so damaged and 

in respect of which Exchequer recoupment to local authorities 

has taken place was first made to the Br~tish authorities in 

January 1978. 

2. A claim in respect of compensation for damage to public 

. property · ·totalling £164,870 has also .been made to the British • 
... ~ 

3. In an interim reply on 10 July 1978 the British stated that 

while reserving their position on the principle of legal liability 

and in regard to the Irish assessment of the amounts of damage 

caused they wished to assure us that it was their intention to 

make good, as soon as the security situation allows, the dam~ge 

to public property, caused on both sides of the border by 

British cratering operations; thus eliminating the need for 

compensation. \ 

- \ 

4. As regards the claim pertaining to damage to private property 

it would be necessary for the British to satisfy themselves 

that the Irish Government, having voluntarily assumed responsibility 

for paying compensation, now have a legal right to seek re­

imbursement from Britain and that this subsumes all rights of 

claims previously held by the individual claimants. They would . . . 

indicate as soon as possible whether they were satisfied on 
\ 

these two pOints. 

5. We replied on 18 January 1979 rejecting the British proposal 

to carry out repairs to public property on our side of the border 

"as soon as the security situation permits" because of the 
~ 

complications (e.g. work scheduling) that this would give rise 

to and also because of our insistence on entitlement to compensation 

for damage to~ur property regardless of whether or when the work is 

carried -out. 

c c 



We expressed the hope that a positive response on the claims re 

damage to both public and private property would be forthcoming 

in the very near future. 
, . 

6 . Since that time we have had no written communication from the 

British. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) have informed 

the London Embassy orally that it is in the process of seeking 

authority from the Treasury to open negotiations with us 'and to 

adjudicate which Ministry should carry the financial responsibility. 

7. We raised the matter with the British in February 1982 asking 

if they could , indicate whether they are prepared to pay compensation 

for the damage in question. They repeated assurances , .. that the matter 

had not been lost sight of but refused to commit themselves as to 

when thej" ~vould be in a pce i tion to open negotiations. In ~10'le!!lber 

the British indicated informally that they .would soon be in a 

position to discuss compensation but efforts by the Embassy in London 

to find out when "soon" might be, have not met with success. The 

Embassy made a formal approach in December to request a meeting for 

early .January to resolve the problem. The , British response is 

awaited. 
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