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) 2.. Qc too er, 1 9 d 1 • 
Oifig an Taoisigh 

Office of the Taoiseach 
Cdrdinal Tomas 6 Fiaich, 
r"la y no 0 t h Co 11 e 9 e , 
l'1aynoo th, 
Co. Kildare • . 

Your Eminence, 

I know that the Oishops meeting in M~ynooth over tnese few days 
s h are h'i th the Go v ern me n tan d my se 1 f the cl e sir e to d 0 . ~ 
everything possible to bring about geacc and reconciliation 
between people of different persuasions in Ireland. 

I think, however, that you and your colle3gues will agree tnat 
the effects of twelve years of violence in Northern Ireland 
hav.? en tr enched at t i tudes and r a i ~:;ed fea r s to such a pi teh tha t 
any move by the Government dlone is lii<ely to be 
ins u f fie i en t . Pro~, res s . will ( 1 e p ~ 11 (] 0 n Ei c t ion S Cl n J a t tit II cl e s 
over a much wider area.': \' 

For years now, I have been struck, as I dfn sure iOany people 
h a v e f by the per s i s ten c e wit rl '1'1 h i C :1 ( e p res c n tat i v e sot the 
mujority in ~orthern Ireland point to Itlhut they s ay are the 
consequences in th is Sta te o[ the Cri tho 1 le Chur ch • s regula tions 
on inter-church marriages, ~~ich, I un ~ erstand, the Bishops 
Hill l:)~ considering at t:1eir present I1l c(~ting. There is, I 
k now, 'vI e 11 do cum en t e cl res ear c t1 'w hie ~ ) con c III des t h r..l t the s e 
con s e q L1 e n C e s are not (1 t 31 1 ','o' h.:1 t t h 2 '( .) r P. 0 f ten G t.::l to d to be: 
.3 n d I a:n a \tJ () reo f the 1 i [) era 1 i S Cl t ion i nth c Ch IJ r ch' sat tit I] d e 
i n r e c ~ n t yea r s, 1 e a din g, i n In c1 n y (1 i 0 c (~ ~; e s, to .J. rn i 1 J <l n cl 
gon tie appl ica t ion of t~2 r u l<.?s - a ct 2 v~~lop~f1~n t '.vh ich has no t, 
perhaps, received the recognition it deserves. 

The Covernment and I are particulC1r'! c ()ncerne u Ipst any 
re-formulation of the regulations ut the present time rni~ht 
have an adverse effect on community rcl.:.tions, especially 
within Northern Ireland, if it Itler~ not f ... ~ lt possible yet to 
t a i< t~ ace 0 un t" in pr ,'1 et i ca 1 t er i:1 sin s u c h <.1 r e for mu 1 a t ion" 0 i th e 
developing situation, as it emerg0(1 in tn.:.: conclusion of the 
Syno(1 of Bishops. There is pr(~surnably d possibility that the 
conclusions of tho meeting Iniyht in tne foreseeable future be 
given concrete application by the Holy Se~ in a revision of 
Matrimonia Mixta. Wc have also noted the variations in 
interprettltion oE the existin(j provisions by Uistlops' 
Conferences in, for eXClffiple, Germ.:lnv, Fr...ll1ce, tJelljium and the 
Netherlands - where the same intcr-com;nunity tensions uS in 
Northern Ireland do not exist. 

/ ........ . 

Oifig all I <lOisigh , 1 itlw .111 I{i.lltd i ~ , Bdill' ·\th.l Cliclth 2. 
Oifin.' oi till' 1.1OisP(lch , COV('fllIlH'Jlt Huildillg'. , I )llhlill 2. 



Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

2. 

Against this background of a developing position at the level 
of the universal Church, and widely varying practices at 
present, some much more liberal than others, as between 
Bishops' Conferences, we would like to indicate our concern 
about this matter, and to raise the possibility that, 
especially in the light of the Holy Father's statement when in 
Ireland about the special urgency of reconciliation between 
Christians, the Holy See might not perhaps be disposed to take 
special account of the Irish situation if invited to do so. 

I trust that Your Eminence will appreciate and,understand the 
motives that have led me to write to you at this time in these 
terms, in full recognition of the separate roles of Church and 
State. 

Yours " , 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baiie Atha Cliat~ 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Go\ernment Buildings, Dublin 2. 
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