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PETITION TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS PRESENTED 
BY HAROLD McCUSKER MP 

UNITED KING mM RESPONSE 

~t is regrettably true that the people of Northern Ireland have 

i~ recent years suffered grievously from terrorism and that many 

people have been murdered. Out of a total population of about 

1.5 million, 518 people have bee~ murdered by terrorists in 

No~t.hern ' Ireland since the beginning of 1977. Terrorism is a .. :--~ ... .. -
.' problem in many_ parts .of- the world .~d the Uni ted .King~om like 

~ .... .. 
I 0 ~ 0,' _ many other countries take.! a firm stand against its mariif'estations. 

t , .... _ __ - ~ • - '" ... ' .. , -... :.. ~ J. • .... .,;: _ .. .. ._ .. ~ 

, ~F' ;'0 The TIni ted K:Lngdom actively support action' ID inte'rnational fora 
.. • • ~... .. '\.if... s.: ......' . ... . _ -... 

. ~ ;.~.:.:-- ·.;..·· -to prevent or o'oviate it and are parties 1;0 the eXlstlng 

. ''','. .' internationa:l conventions~ ~: .~ "'". ~.., :~. - ~ ~ '!' .. ~ . 

I ~ .. "~ -:':: ·· ~e ~:~i ~y ~;.;~; Ma j esty ,~ ~ove~e::"' ~:'~~~:. ~ll;~;~S:'~l~ -ac ~~o" 
- ... ~.~. _- .. : >:~ithi~ , the law should be 'taken to preve~t;' 'te~r~rism an,d ' that, 

~.. ..' .~ - ... - ,OT · ... _ , ~ ~ ~ ....... ,,- ..... c"' .. - • 

'::~f-': ' -" where terrorist outrages take place, those responsible should be 
•• ,..: .. ~_ ':_' ~~ .. ~_...,',) .•. - r .. - _ ... .;.,.- .... _- .... '" .. ...:. _ ...." f". 

, .:. "'--' ,'.,: arrested and Drought to trial. The implementation of' this policy . .. ... ~ .'" 

~_- _":' ~ .. : is primarily -the. responsibili ty of the police, although as the 

"'. ':: . ~:~~,. law :pr~~ide~~ they are''' s~~ported wh'ere .n:ecessary ~y the. ~rmy. 
~~ ~ ~-~ .~_ . ..... :~4;:"V ~!.. _ -: ... .... ..."... -". ,.. ~ .. __ ;. . 

.. ' . . .... ,-:The TIni ted Kingdom Governmen~ has provided a full range of 
..... .,.., " •• ; .'" # . ...' • • • 

.... ~.:.. resoUrces and ' manpower so that this task can be conducted as 

- ~. -- "' ........ . " 
... ~.;:_ ..- J. -.;; ,~" ... -4' .. -:.~ ;; • . ' ... • - :. ' 
" ;- ", vigorously and effectively as practicable. . 
:- ...... .. y - ". .. . . ' .. ...... - .! ... 

.. ;':- ~ .~ i ' - • ...' 
.,-::-;1'- .. ,' It is the policy of the United' Kingdom Government that all action 

• .!,. ... c.: .. -, 

' .. 

to combat terrorism shoulo. be conducted within the law and that . 
no "action outside the law by thos,e responsible for sustaining it 

or by others - will be. counten~ced . .. ' ' __ '-: ;::~' .'." 

It follows that the operation of the law and of the securi~s forces 

is directed against the terrorists ~d not against other members . 
... .; -

of the Community on whose behalf the terrorists sometimes claim to 

be operating. Those citizens of Northern Ireland who do not share 

the wish of the majority of the people there to remain part of 

the United Kingdom and who aspire to a united Ireland,are entirely 

free to pursue that aim provided they do so peacefully and within 

the law. 

/Indications 



I -
I 
I 
I 

." 

. . 

... _.,_._ .. - .. ,---

: , 
\' \ I ,' 

. . \.1 
. \ " 

Indications of the effectiveness of action against terrorist crime 

are that 1266 have been convicted in the period of 1 June 1980 

to 31 May 1982 of crimes of a terrorist character. Currently 
1646 are ·serving terms of imprisonment having been tried, 

convicted and sentenced by the courts in respect of scheduled 

offences. 

The Uuited Kingdom Government's unrelenting effats to eradicate 
terrorist crime will continue, but will be applied impartially, 

and irrespective of political or religious beliefs. The 

Government-' s aim is to create the conditions in which terrorist 

violence is recognised as be{ng utterly vnacceptable, whatever the 
... . . . 

......... _~..: ..... _ ~ __ . .:~ ___ ~_ rrn _________ , __ ... ... __ _ __ __ .L:." ___ .:1 _ -' . ..1 _. r., ... .. 
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of the measures which the Government has taken, about its determination 
to achieve that objective and to defeat terrorism. For these 

reasons the United Kingdom Government consider that any allegations 
, . -

suggesting a consistent pattern of gross and reliably attested 

viol~tions of human rights and fundamental freedoms by the United 

Kingdom Government are unfounded. 

It is ' not for the United. Kingdom to' comment upon the criticisms 

of the Government of the Republic of Ireland set out in the 

petition. It is, however, appropriate to state that the security 
.. 

forces in Northern IreJ.and receive valuable cooperation from 
. the security j forces in t~e Re.publ.ic.,. i!l the prevention of crime, 

.. ,. including terrorist crime, and the detection and apprehension 

of offenders. Wi tb. regard to extradition, Her IIIIaj esty' s GoVerlllilent 
regrets that the courts in the Republic have interpreted the law 

there so as effectively to preclude the extradition of a person 

who claims that the motive for committing the offence allege~ 

against him was political. Her Majesty's Government and the 

Government of the Republic have ~owevcr introduced legislation to 
enable, in certain circumstances, offenders to be brought to trial 

in either country. Und~ these arrangements, there have recently 

been some successful prosecutions. 
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