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CONFIDENTIAL 

L u n c h wit h Iv\ r . HuC)h Loque 
1/ _ 

The Elections 

We first or ~ll di~cllr.r.cci Lhe elccti()n~-; in the North. Mr. 

L 0 (J u e s [) id t h Q t i r 11 u In e h ~ d bee n 1 e~; ~ '~~ c 1 r ish' the 5 D LP 

could have won 3 sents in Derry in nrldition to Sinn Fein's 

one. He thought Hume three or four d~ys before the 

election had panicked and embarked on a personal campaign. 

He contrasted this unfavourably with Paisley's 'restraint' 

in N. J\ntrim, which hod enabled the DUI) to win a seats. 

The SDLP had done well in Mid-Ulster winning 2 seats, 

nnd the INLJ\ ntt~ck on the Newry tencher had helped the 

5 f) L I) inS 0 u t h I) n \'1 n \-J i nth e 0 n 1 y ) se; Its i n any con s tit u e n c y • 

Their orqnnisRtion in South Down wns nonetheless very 

--. poor , and Frnnk reel h~d cnlled on Senmus Mallon for 

help. 

S D L [) r i r ~ t I) r e r (' r n (' e s h (l rl not (J 0 n e i fJ s i f) n i f i can t 

numbers to Alliance, but n number of lliRnce cnndidntes 

\-J ere e 1 e c t e d VJ i t h the h e I p 0 f S D L P t r n n s fer s • Loque 

did not feel n decision to have gone into the Assembl~ 

\'/ 0 u I d h ( 1 V e rn n ci P III U c h d i r r c r e n c e tot h c ~~ I) L I) I S V 0 t ('on e 

\'/ny or the o ther. 

H e ~ n j cl the SOl 11 h n cl ;1 III ;1 j 0 r 0 r fJ ani s n t ion nIp rob 1 cm. 

The Westminster elections next year could see Sinn Fein 

? f. 

t n kin () s e Cl t sin fT' c. r r ~ Cl n d r e r m ;1 n n q h - Sou t h T y r 0 n e n n d 

the SOl P sp.nts in I\rmnqh nnrl Dcrry. 
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They had no ynu th or~nnisntion, and for too little new 

blood. There were too many middle-class professionals, 

and not enoufJh ordinnry working people, especially 

younq ones. 

Other Nationalist Parties: The lIP and Sinn Fein. 

Logue said there was considerable resentment in the 

SDLP Ht Government contacts with the lIP. He also 

, said that many in the SDLP held me responsible for 

promotin'J such contacts. I said I had met them only 

once, and that the Taoiseach had put off meetinq 

them till after the election. I 8(lici we had to 

stny in contnct \"Iith mnny I)oliticnl (Jroups Hnd 

persons on both ~irles of the ciividc, nnd th8t the IIf> 

being on the whole stronQ supporters of FiannH fail 

and the Taoisench it would be askin~ a Qreat deal of 

us to cold shoulder them completely. I aCJreed that 

the I were of little or no political significence. 

Mr . Lo~ue snid the SDLf> had enough to worry about with 

ProvIsional Sin n Fein and would P!obably not favour 

invitinq the lIP to participate in the Council for n 

ew Irelnnd. 

He conside red Prior hnri made a considerable mistnke 

not invitinq :-inn rein to ti11ks.· It would ju~t mnke 

5 inn rei n nIl t I) Po m 0 r c. d e t e r m i n e d t [) \.J i p e 0 u t the 

5 D l P ~ 0 l h () t the '11 r i lis h \-, () U 1 rl h n v e n 0 C h 0 ice hut 
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to ta k to them. 

He thought Sin~ r ein should be in ited to the Council for 

a ep Ireland, hut on con d ition th n t t e r en,-, ' ncec1 violence. 

Post-Election situation 

Mr. logue said frankly thnt the SDlP were in a mess, and 

that they badly needed the help of the Irish Government 

in establishing n role for them. 

He emphasized heavily, I suspect for tactical reasons, 

that certain peorle in the SDLP favoured going into the 

Assembly to rick up Dnlnries etc. (implying that if the 

~ overnment did not do so methinq, this is whnt they would 

do ) • I remarked that what the SDLP decided to do vis a 

vi s t he Assembl wa s its own affair, b ut that I imagined 

n n -' s u c h m 0 e -/ 0 U 1 d s P \' f! r {' 1 ~ , d a m n q e its c I' e d i b i lit y , 

ons r ntin ~he t r u h of wha t Sinn Fein ad al le qed 

t e rus., I' ness 0 t e SO P . r . Loq e 0 f 

c o s a ee . 

e L _ e Co c e f"'. e 

a a e a 

n _ e c c e o e 

e _ . 1 re a rese ;'] . ns o L e 

se e e . e e a is 0 n po ic 
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and also because Unionists would not be involved. I said 

that if the purpose wns to work out n common Nntionalist 

negotiating position, this need not mntter, thouQh we 

would hope to involve rrotestnnt New [relnnders nt 

least. 

He agreed that most of the work should be done in 

committees rather than in open session. We agreed that 

it was essential that day to day political differences 

and indeed differences about constitutionnl chn~~ in 

the twenty-six counties prior to unity be excluded 

from the frame of reference. I warned Mr. Lo gue that 

if nn ' nttempt ere to he nde t o use the Council ns 

3 ehicle for n 'nncinq rine Gnel 's consti tut ional 

crusade . t h SDl) supnort the Taoi seach ould have 

no ing to do ith it. 
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