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• 

Discussion with Seamus Mallon SDLP on 15 March 1982 

Seamus Mallon asked to see me on 15 March when he was in 

Dublin. He was accompanied by Hugh Logue for part of our 

discussion. The main points which emerged from our 

conversation were as follows: 

(a) the central council (not a decision taking body) of the 

SDLP haa met on Saturday 13 March and had unanimously decided 

to oppose the Prior initiative. The Party Executive would 

according to Mr. Mallon take a similar decision in due 

course; 

(b) the OUP decision not to participate in further 

discusiions with M~. " PLlur lS 
_ _ __ , _ __ _ .:I _ _ ... _, _____ .L. 

a WI:::.,L\,.;Ullll::: uCV<:::.J..Vj:.IlIL<:::U .... 

from an SDLP point of view as it allows them to avoid 

the problem of being the party which "wrecked" the 

initiative; 

(c) both Mr. Mallon and Mr. Logue feel that the SDLP 

has been regaining the trust and confidence of the 

minority community and that they are in a position to 

return to their "high-point" of support reached in the 

early seventies. However a mistake at this stage could 

be very damaging to their electoral position. 

Surprisingly Mr. Logue agreed with Seamus Mallon that 

there were strong arguments for the SDLP deciding not to 

participate in elections to a new Assembly if Mr. Prior 

did not come up with more acceptable proposals (guaranteed 

power-sharing and a meaningful Irish dimension) . If 

the SDLP participated in elections on the basis of , 

present British proposals and IIfailed "to deliver" it 

could do irreparable damage to their position vis a vis the 

minority. Mr. Mallon favoured a position of telling 

Mr. Prior that they could not participate in an election 

to an Assembly on the basis of what was at present on 

offer. If Mr Prior moved to meet their demands they 

could then reconsider the situation. If not, Mr. Mallon 
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saw no possibility of powers being devolved to local 

politicians. (British attemp~s to devolve powers would 
, Jr 

be "at an end") . Efforts to find a solution should 

then foc~s on the Anglo-Irish process and the establishment 

of a parliamentary tier with real powers and functions 

(Northern membership to be on the basis of political 

parties nominating representatives) . Mr. Logue .did not 

dissent from his colleague's views~ 

(d) Mr. Mallon ' felt that the Secretary of State could 

still decide because of his need for some polit i cal 

success, to go ahead with stage one of the proposed 

initiative. The oniy possibility of moving beyond 

stage one would be to return to hi.::; ~a.rlier proposal 

· of a nominated executive which would be unboycottableG 

Mr. Mallon felt that the Secretary of State had not 

completely abandoned that possibility as ' a fall-back 

posi tion; ,- ' .. ' 
. ' ,' ...... . .. 

',' ' ~ .. !. : ."., . t ~ , 

(e) Mr. Mallon and Mr. Logue both hoped to have the 

support of the Irish Government in steering the Secretary 

of State away from his proposed initiative either into 

'something more attractive or preferably (in Mr. Mallon's 

case) into abandoning the devolved government approach 

in favour of joint '.action by the two Governments; 
. '. \ 

(f) ......................... JP 

.... ~2 ...... 2.g.2 ....... ~g .. • ............. 1 

(g) we had a brief discussion on the :~DLP's prospects 

for the next Westminster election. . Mr. Mallon felt that 

if the SDLP maintained the strong electoral position which 

it now had, it would be possible to win a maximum of 

three seats (Derry, Armagh and West. Belfast) • He held 

out no hope of winn~ng in South Derry, mid-Ulster and 



· ' 

,­-_. 

- 3 -

Fermanagh-South Tyrone. He felt that the 

SDLP decision not to take part in the by-elections 

in Fermanagh-South Tyrone had now been proved correct. 

The SDLP had retained its credibility with the 

minori ty. 

Martin Burke 

16 March 1982 
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