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4'~~~~---------____ ___ The Secretary 

Department of Foreign Affairs 
4 S !;;~;[ 

------------------------
!>1argaret Hennessy, Anglo Irish B';,::'CtJ;; ~!lT __ ._>. _________ ._~ _ Attention: 
cc 1>1r. J. Sharkey, Embas sy, \'JC:l'J!!in~~On •• _" __ _ 

- ----,1 
I File cc. 'C~ k£..;;...,,~ . , 

Visi t o£ Lord C..owrie, 1'o1inister ~B£11Sta.t~ N. I. : to.,Bps, ton j 
l el ~{..; r , . I· I' r "yd l _ _ : • • .. " . ;,.; .... _ "-1.. l 

Subject: 

Lord Gcwric paid a short visit to BostOll early this week" He did not, 3.!'> 

far as I kno , make any media appeai.ances although he ",as interviewed on 
tape by Chris L}.I(ion of lVGBH TV (Public Broadcasting). The intervirn-l has 
not yet been broadcast. 

I understand he w-as also interview~d by Padraig OtMallcy .and that th'2 
interview w5.ll be re:flected h, j·jr. 0' M.:: ll ...!y I s tv:(thcor~in9 b001{ ~ 

... 

t·!y ht:."band and J. ere :invited to meet the Minister of State at a dinner 
hosted by the British Consul Gene.ral~ Philip McKeaTIley. AIilong the other 
dinner gu~sts (suggested, I understand by Lo:.:-d Gnwrie) were George V. IIigginFi, 
the author, and Hic;hael Curtis, an Editor of the Atlantic Monthly. 
Lo::d Gov!rie has in the past held :faculty positions at Harvard and other 
universities in the departments of English and Americt.n literature. 

Lord Gowzie and I had a discussioa about the Northern Ireland situatioTl o 

He claims that unless the Assembly is a success pres~ure in th~ Conservativa 
party for in" egration ",rill be ir:'c::istable and he descd.be~ this as a 
ctlln::litcus 3.1tcrnati"e~ Wh~n I qU.-:!5tioned him about the lack of consultat~_on 
with the Irish Govern:r.ent h~ replied i 1 rathe r d4i'lphi.c tcrms that it depumid 
,,,hat you m('an hy consultation. He also dO""Ilplay~d the signific"nce or -he 
current British ood of criticism. of Irish atti '~ud<!~ (!Itu ~llu. "> :i ,ioS hv;;: 
his Prim.e Minister con5it.lers him. (G'\wrie) a P.J:ovo! AJ.though he djd nut 
use the words he spoke of the ~ole of the Bri1ish GoverlL lnt as that of 
an "honest broke." in bringitl9 the pa:LtiE::5 i, Northern Ircl~nd tcw:lrd a 
settlement. He does not think that either the SDL? or the Official 
Unionists arc in any danger of hcviilg their present level of ccn:.muni ty 
support eroded at the polls in the forthcoming electi.ons. 

Al though the .1inister of State is by the st&nciards of the Conservative paxty 
a liberal on the subject of Ireland, tfC is personally pleasant and open and 
h .... ,,", the advanta.ge of b~ing a native of Dublin, ! w~s left "rith the iDlpr~ssion 
that it would be a quantU!J leap for him to ndcrst;o.nd or accept the 
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presuppositions of an Irish dimension such as would 90vcrn 1hc thinking 
of ourselves and say, the SDLP. 

Cal'mel B. Heaney 
Consul General 

CBH/cad 
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