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DI.35 

8 October 19$2 

Secreto.ry 
Departr:ient, of Foreign Affairs 

Attention - :Mr David Nelip~f!.n 

VISIT OF ~liR G"RR ARD COT.T.Tl.J'S ~ uffTJT~rr'r.R FOR. Fnrrzfn.!'J Ali1F' AtRS-: 
TO ~·TASHIN'GTOIJ SZPT':I-iB:=;TI-OC1r03-:R 1902 

The purpose o:f this visit, apart from discussions with the 
Administration on international issue~ of interest to Irelandsi 

including the situation in the !·liddle East and the role of 

UNIFIL in Lebanon, ·were to acquaint the Adw.inistr;ct.ion and cur 

friends a.rid contacts in Washington v;it.h the pTesent situation 

in Northern Ireland and in An .. glo-Irish relations, w describe 

the Irish Government's policies thereon and. to :orrect certain 
misunderstandings or .false /impressions created by the British 

l 

Government's publicity driv~ in favour of th9 proposed 
Assembly-. The M .. i..nister also ~:ished to give added impetus to 

th8 eff''ort to mobilize the support~ of the Irish-American 

community for the Government's policies and to explore 
practical means by which this should be done. 

2. The visit took place on 29th September (involving the 

interruption o:f the Ministerv s Nev1 York prol;ramme) and during 

the period 1st - 4th October. It was cut short by domestic 

political developments in Ireland~ Nevertheless the Y.dnister 

had a .full programme of calls on members of· Congress, 

including Speaker O'Ueill, Senator Keru1edy and the Friends of 
Ireland groupi- as well as a working lunch ·Tith the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee chaired by- r.Ir Cleoent Zablockict He 
called on Judge William P Clark, the National Security Advism~, 

at the 1lhite House and on Acting Secretary of State Kenneth 
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W Dam at the State Department. He had a discussion in the 
Embassy v.·ith leaders of the Ancieat Order of Hibernians and 
delivere an address to about 200 guests from the Irish­
American conEunity at the Embassy residence. He also had a 
meeting w:i.th the editorial board of the ~lashingtog~t and 

briefings with Irish journalists. He lunched .. rith leading 

Irish-iunerica~ members of the business and professional 
community, paid a call on Post;.:1.aster-General B0lger and also 

called on Ers Ethel Ken..Yled:r. All the rrnre subs"Gan-tive of 

these calls are described in separate reports attached. 

)e The risit -as ex~re~ely useful in clarifying for the 

Admi1istratio~ an~ our B...'...lies a.~d oth9r con~acts o~ Ga)ito~ 
Hill t_1e Governr:le!l"t' s at/0iti..id.e to _ orthern Irelm1d G..rl.d _. lg~o­
Irish r.sla.t,ions in tte r~: -\.lP -to tne .i':.Ssem-.., __ y eleetio ..... s. It 

also uelt"ed to gi -e pract.ical shape to rn~thodS of COO::J•3rat:on 

bet" ·een tha Gove~nment G.nd t.c e Iris.:- .. Le:r- · can co "P.nit·r. ~ .. 
The J;•:inister' s statcn43nt at the Embassy rec ep-'cion -~;e..s 
parcicularly ef.fective in that conn9ction, as \·;as his mceti 1g 

with ke~ AOH leaders to launch a c~r:tinu:..ng series of 

9onstil tations between the Smbassy and tl- e AOE on practical 

methods of cooperation. Although these occasions took pla~e 
only a few days ago sone gratif ;ing letters 41ave already b3en 

receiYed and I enclose tv"o samples~ from Kr T 1·1urray Toomey, 
President of the Society of the F-.ciendly Sons of St. Patric1{ 

in Hashington DC and l"Ir Martin Higgins, a senior wembei-· of 

the AOH in the Nff~; York area. 

4. The Embassy is now planning the follow-up to be given 

to the opportunities generated by this visit. A programme 

of detailed discussions with AOH.branches in Washington and 
elsewhere is envisaged in the coming months, as \·rnll as the 
extension of this process to other Irish-A."D.erican groups. 
One of the most important of these is to be found in the 
.American labour movement, of which the Taoiseach met key 

rep~esentatives during hiL New York visit in Ju.1.e. A meeting 
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will sho tly take place between the urtdorsigned and Mr 1'om 
Donohoe AFL-CIO, who has a special responsibility for Irish 
affairs to explore possibilities in this sect,or. Although 

the meubership of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick is not 

noted for its day-to-~ay involvement in Irish affairs, a 
number of active members arc close to the Embassy and a srrall 

group r=rra\·m mainly from these, .-;hom the 1"1inistc.;r met at lunch, 

has recently been formed to advise and assist the Embassy, when 
asked to do so, on any inatter concerned \-;ith the attainment of 

Irish objectives especially in the economic field, The 
informal group of heads of Irish state agencies in ftr·erica is 

being kep°tl ir_f ormed of de 1elo .r-- e11 ljS 0£ ~!:io l:ir.1.d and. o.s fuz' &5 

possible the ror - of the group is coordinated to take account 

of resulting possibilities. 

_1mbassador 
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