
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2012/90/1091 

Creation Date(s):    13 January 1982 

Extent and medium:   2 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 



."1H;i 
' I : r.~:'. ~~ 

To: ' I'' ' ii {~: · 

. : .:,!:;]liii 
•;' . ·~f ;: ~t;j~~: 

From: 

l- Y:P A,.. .h ~ . i • 1:. : t l.! 1 1.~{f 4, - f' v ~ ,':I! 'f·~t1 

fvK~ l·"::··;:t.~r:! ' 
I 3 - / · :? '- : 1 

·: i:\.:! 

SD LP talks w i t 11 Prior 

S D L P L e Cl d e r , J o h n 1-1 u rn e a c c om p a n i e d b y Mn 11 o n , H e n a r o n a n d ,. · .l ! .,:H;'. 
Mc Grad~ me l on 1"1 on d a y a f t e r noon w i th Pr i or w h u w a. s a cc om~ an i ed . ;, '.; f {i~<: 
by GoJrfe. The talks lasted 2}2 hours and were concerned with ·";:.:;..;:;! f- ~: 4;i' 
a p o s s i b l e p o l i t i c a l i n i ti a t i · v e . .. b y t h e l3 r i t i s h C o v e r nin e n t i n . !\-t)!J#,f :J ~t 
Northern I rel and • ...,_ . ;.,:,:' .. : 1 1· ~ 1 rf;: .~ 1 ~1 · ~ 

• I • I 1· · j ·' · 1l 1~. I . 
I ... :J•· '· :11 ·~ifl! 1 ~ 

I met with Hurne yesterday in Dublin at his request (he was : 1 ~.:::·1:· 1.i;irJ. 11 :·. 
. t . t t B l ) d h d t h f 11 . I ,.:! i,h·l· in rans1 o russe s un e conve.ye e o ow.ing: .. ::,·1·, ... <,.\l'.i!~ib-. , 

• ; .. 1 . • I · 1. ! • 1.1 j )t!' j ~ , 
I ~ i. ·::.ti1 ·~ L~·hH:'f-kj . 

Hi s a v e r a 11 c on vi c t i on rem a i n s t ha t P r i or i s mo ti v a t e d 'jfr i n c i"p ~'.A:lYi 
1
• , 

by ambition to be seen to deliver some political progr-ess wi th··ltH!1f:t1~W~~. 
a v i e w t a s t r e n g t he n i n g h i s b a s e i n t h e T o r y Pa r t y f o r t '1 e n e x t ~·)I. ~~8\'~! 
1 ea de r sh i p c on t e s t. · ', ·: · \r· f ~!~;i~1.1~ l' 

• /I t•, I\ . 
"i ,1 1· .. : , I·,: 1,Ji1,'f 

Mu c h o f the d i s cu ;, s i o n \'/ n s t a k e n up w i t h the no t i on o f " r o 11 i n g · 1:· .. '.; tLhl\ 
d e v o l u t i o n 11 

, \«J h c r e b y p o w c r w o u l d b c d e v ~>l v e d t o ::11 e l e c t e d .: i :·r:r· 
a s s e m b l y i n N o r t I) c r n I r e l a n d o r 1 a f1 i e c e · m e a l a n d n g r e e d b a s i s . 1 F '.:;. r 
subject to wei u hled .. 111 .:1jority uecisions of the assembly. Hume 
P r i o r t ha t l 1 c c u l 1 .l d ~.i e e n t l t h i r 1 q i n t h i s f o r SD L p· . a s i t w o u l d be 
e x t r e m e l y d i r · r i c l 1 .I t t o 11 ~; t ~ J l '' t o t h c P a r t y ' s s up p o r t e r s a t t h i s 
l i rn e . N e i t I 1 c r t I 1 1 ! ~) D L I > 11 c J r t I 1 e m. i n o r i t y i n CJ e n e r a l c o u l d 
con f i cJ en t l y < ~ 11 v i ~;; 1 q c ~ IJ 11 i 1 Hl ·i ~• t. support for de vol u ti on of power 
in those te r 111! ;; IJ11iotl.L !.1ls lwd hitherto failed to 8cknowledge 
th<J t there ~ r e h w identitie s in No rthern Ireland and, until they 
d i d , t h e m i 1 w r i t y L: o u l d 1 1 u t b c c o n f i cJ e n t t h a t t h e y w o u l d 
voluntarily !; h ~11·1 ) p u1H~ r on ;.11 1y ba s is. In those circumstances 
i t '" o u l cJ be v 1 ~ r y l Ii fr .-i c u I t i nd e c cJ for the SD LP to face int a an 
e l e c t i on \·J i t h u u t iJ n y c 1 e; 1 r ~~ u a r a n t e e o f p ow e r - sh a r i n g i n s u c h 
;.111 a ssernbly. 

H u 11 e p u t i t L o I 1 r i n r t h a l: t h c c i r c u Ill s t a n c e s h e ( H um e ) w o u l d w i s h 
t o s e e \'I o u l d b e .i n ~1 t i t u t i u n ~:J \'I h i c h '" o u l d p e rm i t h i m t o 
e n c o u r a g e y o lHHJ m e n i n t h e l3 o 1_p i d e t o p u t o n t h e u n i f o rm o f t he 
lie believes that this particular irn:.tcJC c.rnd 811 that it entails 
m;.Jde a stronq i1 11prcs~1.ion un Prior. 

T O\v ~1 rd s the end o f the s e ~' s .i on , P r i o r 1n ad e two poi n ts which Hume 
found valunblc nnd on 11hich he would like to have our thinking 
before goinu b<:.lck to the Uritish in two weeks from Monday last: 

1. Prior said Ile would like to l1nve from the SDLP some ideas 
a ~ l n how b cs t the i n t ere!> t 'J o f per~; o 11 s in Northern I rel and whose 
primary self-identification was Irish could be promoted in the 
An q l o - I r i s h f r n me \41 o r k • - 1·1 urn e u n de r t o o k - 1-0 c ol·n e-- b a c kto- P r i o r w i th 

- s u tJ u c s t i o n s i 11 hrn ~.,, e c k s • 
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SDLP talks with Prior 
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5 D L P Le Cl d er, J 0 h n H u In e a cc 0 In pan i e d by tv1 a 110 n, Hen (j r 0 n and • 
1"1 c G r ~ d ~ III e l 0 n 1"10 n d [} Y aft ern 0 0 n wit h P r i 0 r w h u w a ~ a c c 0 m pan i e d 
b y G 0 .J r f e • The tal k s 1 a s t e d 2 }i 11 0 u r s Cl n d w ere con C ern e d wit h 
a possible political initiati 've, .. by , the British Covernlllent in :'::"".:/'. ~."I"! II 

Northern Ireland. 

I met with Hume yesterday in Dublih at his request (he 
in transit to Brussels) and he conveyed the following: 

, I." 
"I ;., 

was ," 

", I, 
His overall conviction remains that Prior is motivated ~rinci~ 
by ambition to be seen to deliver some political progress with 1:.Ir.' _i," I , ~ ' ~.I\"~"" 1 

a vie w t 0 s t re n 9 the n i n 9 his b ~ se i nth e Tor y Par t y for the ne x t I. ; !:: . , 
1 e Cl d e r s hip con t est • ' , I ..• !., \.: l iil¥::'lI 

1'\ " ! ::1.), 
Hue h 0 f the d i s c u ;, s ion \'/ <l ~ t Cl ken u p wit h the not ion 0 f "r 0 11 i n 9 )", :;, 
de v 0 1 uti 0 nil, \-J her e b y P 0 \AJ () r \AJ 0 U 1 cl bed e v (J 1 v e d t 0 CIl e 1 e c 't e d . ,: i 
Q S S C In b 1 y inN 0 r t !) ern Ire 1 r.l n d () I) a r i e c e ' In e a 1 Cl n d a 9 r e e d b a s i S t 

sub j e c t to \'1 e i IJ h l e cl .. 111 .. 1 j 0 r .i t Y U 8 C i si 0 n S 0 f the ass em b 1 y • Hum e told 
P r i 0 I' t hat 11 . CUll l d ~; e e n l) t h i n lJ i nth i s for SOL p' ,Cl ~ it \,1 0 u 1 d b e 
e x t I' e m e 1 y d i r r .i C l J I t to"!j l ~ 1 1" tot h c P ;] r t y 's sup p 0 r t e r sat t his 
time. Neitllcr till! ~I)LI) III)I.' tile minority in CJeneral could 
conficJent.ly ( ~ flVi.~;;\(IC IJllil)llj~)t 'support for devolution of power 
ill those terlll!i; IJILlUILl!3ts h ~ ld hitherto failed to acknowledge 
th~t there ~r e LI lu identities .in Northern Ireland and, until they 
did, the 111 i 11 () r i t )' l ; 0 U 1 et J) U t bee 0 11 f 'i. den t t h Cl t the y w 0 U 1 d 
v 0 1 u III a ri 1 y !; h ~ Il' l ~ P 1.1\'-/ er 011 ;) 11 y b as 1 s . In t h 0 sec ire u In s tan c e s 
i t \v 0 U 1 d be v l ~ r y d i f r j cuI t i I1(J 8 c cJ for the SOL Pto fa c e in to an 
e 1 e c t ion \'1 i t 11 U ut, I n y c 1 e; 1 r CJ u a ran tee 0 f power - s ha r i n gin s u c h 
~11l assembly. 

1-/ U l1 e put i t L () I) r i () r t h:l t the c ire u III !3 t Cl nee she (H u me) \'~ 0 u 1 d w ish 
t 0 see ~." 0 U 1 cl b e .i n ~, tit II t i u n s \." h i c 11 \'0' () LJ 1 d per lfl i t him t 0 

encourage yountJ men in the UOtjside to put on the uniform of the 
11 e bel i eve s t h Cl t t his I);J r tic u 1 jj I' i 111;.1 CJ e <l n d Cl 11 t hat i ten t ail s 
m~de a stron~) iJllpression un Prior. 

T 0 \'/ ~ I'd s the end 0 r l h e s e ~3 s .i 0 n, P I' i 0 r I n a de two p 0 i n t s w h i c h Hum e 
found valunble rlnc! on \"hieh t1C woulu like to have our thinking . 
before goinlJ b<Jck lo the Uriti.sh in twu weeks from Jvtonday last: 

1. Prior said he would like to lI<lve from the SOlP some ideas 
a ~ t n how l> est the i n t ere!> t.J1 e r ~i () 11 sin Nor the r n Ire 1 and who s e 
prillll1ry self-identificatiun W;)~ Irish could be promote In the 
A n q 1 0 - I r ish f r ;) III e \1 0 r k . IIUIIl e u n d e r too k - t -0 COin e - b a ·c k toP r i 0 r wit h 

- s u tJ lJ est ion s i I) L I," () "." e C k s . 
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2. As an alternative to the tlrolling devolution" concept,' . 
Prior suggested fot consideration a system of "separation of 
powers" w her e b y the e x e cut i v e w 0 u Id b e he a a e CLb-y-h-~-m-( P I' ~ 0.1' ) 

and ~nstitutionally separate from an elected_ assembly. The 
- eXec uti ve wo u 1 d not be con fin ~ d to lvt in is t e r sat the Nor the r n 
Irelnnd Office (as h8d been anvisaged in an earlier kite~ , 
fly i n 9 e x e r c i s e b y Go W I' i e) but ' 'C 9 u 1 d con t a inn 0 m ire e s , ,~i: ~ ~ er .';' 
from \-/1thin the assembly or from outside it"'who ift ' some case .. --' ·'·A:" ... ·/~·. 

might exempli fy the Irish identi ty element. !Again Hume ! ~ai '~ '\ 
that he would give Prior his reaction within the same de~dlf ' 

I I. '1\:\ 
" '( . 

In asking for our thinking on these two ideas, Hume specific~ ' 
r e '.1 u est e d t hat we s h 0 u 1 d not I' a i set hem un 1 1 ate r a 11 y w 1 t h the ) I:: :1I'M~I*~~ 
B I' i t ish be for e the SOL P has a n 0 PP 0 r tun i t y tor e s p 0 n d • ' <" I'~:;j: 

. . 
Hum e t old P l' i 0 I' t hat a p 0 1 i tic a 1 i nit i a t i v e, to b e ace e pta b 1 e 'Jr.ilill~;iffll 
to the SOLP, shouid be clearly a constituent part of . the Ariglri . 
Irish framework and represent progress in it. 

• r' 
~. 

He said to me separately that the fluestion of security was not 
discussed with PrioX'. He \'Jould, however, wish the Tao1seach and 
t1 i n 1 s t e r s t 0 b e a w () re, Cl she h n din die ate d tot hem ear 1 i er, t hat 
h e pIa c e d con s i d e r () b 1 est 0 r e b y the C 0 ne e pto fan J\ 11 - Ire 1 and 

. C Q U r t now un d e r con si de rat ion. Il e s () id t hat, i f i IfI pI em e n t e d , 
this could well permit the SDLP to fully support thn RUC which 
would be a major breakthrou<Jh .in community relf)tion~ in Northern 
Ireland. 

' .... 
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13th J8nUQry, 19U2. 
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