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the Secretary of State . These propo sa l s conta i ned i n the 
n ew Northern Ireland .Act, 1982, provide for a return of power 
to the Assembly provided that there is cross-community 
support, a concept which is variously defined a s 70% o f the 

'? a ssembly members gr as including the SDLP . The Asgcmbly is 
al s - to nave C'ommi ttees which will mon i tor the \!\70rk of the 
No rthern I reland Departments. To a more limited degree the 
Prior proposals were supported by the Democratic Unionists 
who sought the return of a devolved government based on a 
majo~ity rule executive with mixed representation in Assembly 
c ommittees. The Official Unionists, divided betvleen 
de\-ol tionists and integrationists, r~ere skeptical of the 
propos-J.ls from t:.e start and opposed them to some degree at 
hTes -I- .. i! Ler . They belie?ed it -:ould not be poss ible to 

. ac ieve t1e kind of cross-community support necessary to 
ma.~e t.e Asse .. blj .. Jor ,. . T 1e SDLP -.. ere ur:happy \,i th t .. e 
la ~ of a slita.....,le Iris olne!.siol i .. the p!"cposals and .e::::-e 
i i. -I- ia:l_' 0":" \ ide - as to :- :.a t electio . s l:r a teg - to ado t . IT: 
t.e e Te)- -I-'~e ~ art~' decided t-o co:-;.-es..L.. t.e e_ectio:::s but 1:.0 

';'sse .. __ ". : ~ a-1-:::e,,:,pt b' t ... e I _P -:.0 ge- a -:-.ited 
O~"co-:.- OC bOL ':" .. e e::'ec-io._ an ~!'"' ... e _sse .. ~_ 

::::-0 Tis_o_.al S..:..~ . _ ?e:" __ dec":"--ed l:O cc::- est -- __ e 
o co_la" ora - lo;-' ? :..:..cy . l.e ca:-'paig. _.e er 

e 0 ~ a reitera-'- _ .L . 0:: pa:::-t_ atti t udes -0 

_ ar- _' road asts a d e ectio_ ~ _ rogra:. -:'es 
ce .. red pri ~ri:' on ~e ~ur abi _i -~ of t e 

e- As~e:y rer little of socia l a d econo ic 
si:n~ficance iscussed des i-e e f a c t t at unernplo ent 
i s i ex e ss 0= 22% . T e .ost Tocal p o_ itical figure in the 
ele tio .a s the Secretary of s tate ~. Ja es Prio r who made 
refere~ces t o t he establishment of the Parlia e ntar y tier of 
t he Anglo- I rish Counc il a nd t he nece ssity f or execut i ve 
p owe r s haring t o includ e the SDLP. These s t ateme n ts 
fail ed t o elici t any c h a nge in the SDLP position . The only 
o p inion poll taken showe d OUP with 30 % of the vote, DUP with 
15%, Alliance 19 %, SDLP 17 % Sinn Fein 3%, and WP 4%. 

3. Nominations 

t"ominations closed. on 28 September wi th a total of 184 
candidates seeking election to the 78 seats. This number 
was 19 higher than in the 1975 Conve n tion Elections and 
35 less than in the 1973 Assembly Elections. The OUP 
fielded 42 candidates while the DUP put up 35 and the 
UUUP 13. On the nationalist side 28 SDLP candidates 
co~tested along with 12 each from Provisional Sinn Fein and 
the Wor kers Party. Alliance fielded 20 candidates and the 
balance was made up of independent loyalists, republicar-s 
and a couple of ecologists. ~ 

4. . Tur nou t 

~he o /erall t u r nout at 60% was a sluggish electoral response 
t o ~~e .e . i ~itiati Te 1_ s o e const - ue~c":"es, p ar icu _a~ 

sa::er ._.! o ":"st i s t =ic::s, t .e res ... _ se as. ota b ea "er 
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In South Antrim a little over half the electorate WE-nt 
to the polls. On the other hand in the ~est Belfast 
62% vot~d, 2% more th~n in the Westminster election of 
1979 while in Fermanagh and South Tyrone over 85% voted. 

5. Party Candidates Success Rate 

The party candidates success rate is determined by the 
number of seats obtained relative to the number of 
candidates fielded. For each p~rty the story was as 
follows -

61.9% of OUP candidates were elected to th2 Assembly 

60.0~ of DUP candidates were successful 

50 .. 0% of Alliance candidates won seats 

46.4% of SDLP hopefuls succeeded 

41.7% of Sinn Fein contestants gained seats 

Among other groups the success rate was not so good. 
Both t e UU P and the 10rkers Party failed to get any of 

6 • 

andidates elected but the Clster Popular ionist 
ith 1 seat got alf their runners electe. T e 
andidates s' ccess rate is a usef 1 ind~cator of 

e::- .::= sea~s a:-:::"es 

Among the ~ost s~gni=icant res lLs of the election ¥ere t e 
maintena ce by t.e Of~icial ionists of their position as 
tne largest party in orthern Ireland. OUP tOOK 29r7% of 
first preference votes and secured 26 seats which represents 
a third of he membership of the Assembly . The 
Democratic Unionists had to be content with second place 
both in the election and within the nionist community. 
Dr. Paisley's party secured 23% of the first preference vote 
and 21 successes 1hich represents 26.9% of the seats. 
Both OUP and DUP have ex?anded in size since the Convention 
El~ctions, mainly at the expense of smaller groups suc h as 
Vanguard, {J .P .. 1. and U.U . U.P. In 1975 t' e Official 
Unionists got 25.4% of the first preference vote and 19 sea~s 
constituting 24.3% of representation. On this occasion 
they secured a bonus in terms of seats above their 
proportional entitlement of 3.6%. For the DDP the heady 
expansion of the late 1970's and of last year's loca~ 
elect-ions has al ted. T e party is nOvl muc larger than at 

-" 

• 
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the time of the. Convention when it secured 14.7% of the vote 
and 12 (15.4~) of the seats. This time the party got an 
even larger bonus of seats to votes of 3.9%. These bonuses 
can be explained by transfers from smaller unionists parties 
to the major groupings. 

For Alliance who received 9.3% of first preferences the 
result war gratifying in terms of seats of which they received 
10 (12.8%) giving them a seats to votes bonus of 3.5%, very 
high for a party of their size. Their successes were due 
to receipt of a significant number of transfers particularly 
in the laLt~r stages of the counts ~hen candidates from 
either side of the sectarian divide were faced ~ith the 
choice between Alliance and a contender from the opposite 
end of the spectrum. For example, in west Belfast Sinn 
Fein voters had to choose between an OUP, and DUP and an 
Alliance candidate for the last two seats. In North 
Belfast Unionists voters had to choose between Sinn Feirl, 
the SDLP and Alliance for the last two seats. In each 
case Alliance benefitted and the DUP and Sinn Fein lost 
out. In 1975 Alliance got 9.8% of the vote while receiving 
8 (or 10.2%) of the seats. 

On the nationalist side the major statistic of importance is • 
the 10.2% of first preferences gained by Sinn Fein. This 
translated into 5 seats or 6.4% of the membership of the 
Assembly. Had the party's vote been better spread they 
would probably have gained additional seats in West Belfast 
and Fermanagh-SQuth Tyrone. The dramatic effect of 
their successes was better emphasised by the poll topping 
performances of Gerry Adams and Owen Carron, M.P. Their 
vote would appear to have come from the SDLP to only a 
limited extent. In 1975 SDLP got 23.7% of the vote and 
17 (21.8%) of the seats while this time they received 18.8% 
of first preferences and 14 (17.9%) of seats. The Sinn Fein 
vote was a new vote in that it was previously abstentionist 
or only came out in certain Westminster elections such as for 
candidates like Frank Maguire or Bernadette Devlin. Sinn 
Fein did take at least one seat that would otherwise have 
gone to the SDLP, that in Derry. However, given the SDLP's 
performance in the Convention elections it is hard to .see 
where else they were deprived except, perhaps, in Fermanagh-
South Tyrone. The significance of Sinn Fein's victory 
lies in two statistics, one, that it represents 30% of 
Catholic voters and two, that in areas where Sinn Fein and 
the SDLP faced each other the Provisionals got two votes for 
every three received by the SDLP. 

For the Workers Party getting 2.7% of the vote was satisfactory 
enough but nowhere did they l00k like gaining . a seat. In 
parts of Belfast they polled respectably and this may create 
some kind of future base for the party. For all ot~er parties 
the results were despairing. The UUUP was wiped out and UPUP 
exists only in the-embodiment of its leader Jim Kilfedder, ~.P. 

Others apart from Frank ~iller did not figure, statistically 
at least. 
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7. Assessment of the Results (General) 

On the unionist side it is clear that this election has been 
a success for the Official Unjonists \<lhose vote i ,s up 3% on 
last year. They have , maintained their position as the main 
but not the sole unionist voice. It is not clear what this 
means for the Assembly as the official unionists are divided 
bet~een pro-devolutionists such as Harold McCusker on th~ 
one hand and pro-inlegrationists like James Holyneaux on the 
other. In addi tion, four nembers of tIle moderate Union 
Group have been elected as Official Unionists including 
Robert McCartney Q.C. in Nor t h Down. ~hile Molyneaux 
maintains his scepticism about the Assembly McCusker and 
others are keen to get it working. 

For the Democratic Unionists the election result is mixed. 
It appears that the party's g~owth has stopped at least 
for the present. The DUP vote is down 3% on its optimum 
performance in last year's local elections. Dr. Paisley 
has failed to take the leadership of the unionist community 
but unlike Molyneaux he leads a united party in favour of 
majority rule devolved government and his party is assured 
of a major role in the Assembly. 

The Alliance Party can be pleased to have held their ground 
in terms of votes and to have made 2 seat gains which is a 
tribute to the hard work of their candidates and members. 
Their assembly members are the only ones wholly committed 
to making the Prior proposals work. 

For the SDLP the election is a shock but not a disaster. This 
election has given notice that there is (and always has been) 
a section of the Catholic electorate which is basically 
republican. In the mid 1970's the SDLP was able to capture 
a section of ~ this vote because it was able to offer some 
progress to the Catholic Co~nunity in the form of power­
sharing and? Council of Ireland. On this occasion the 
Assembly offered no such promise to Catholics and the SDLP 
were ,deprived of presenting some hope of constitutional 
progress to their voters. As a result those who wished to 
boycott the Assembly voted for the true boycotters - Sinn 
Fein and many <lhO had previously abstained s~elled that 
support. The pos i tion in . 'hich the SDLP nO~rl finds itself 
can be blamed on the British Government, Loyalist politicians 
and on the party itself. ~he British Go er meAt did not 
pro\ide a s fficient incent~\e to ens~re SDLP participa~ion 
\ ich da aged faith in the co stitutional process. ~oyalist 

poli~icians bear a ea\y burde. of responsibilit; for 
co_. tin ~ng .:. . .Lransigence . icn -.as pre .... ented any political 
de Te::"opme.l.-:: in .-orthe~n Irelar:a a d ade SD:'P ai:-rs of 
pa~tners ip in Go\er~~ent see u realis-ic to e~cctors. 
es~ite t ese factors it has bee. argued that t e S~~P 

- . failed to Lro-ide Ca.L~olic ~ters ~ith a ful~ co~stitutio£al 

c'loice. C - ike Sin Fei!1 the sn:sp could o::fer c:n] y a boycott 
of the ne Asse bly it out a y other li e of action ~.T ic: 
~O' ~d appeal to Cat olic Toters. On one side A~liance 

offered participation hile Sinn Fein rejected British rule 
a.d bo~h ~ere re~arded by a section of Catholic electors for 
t eir respecti\e stances. Having said all that, the SDLP 

, ... / ~-;/~ ~- ~ 
~ ~-ce t2f-c. _ 

• 
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is still the largest Catholic party with support of 57% of 
that ConU111nity. \;hat it does with that support is vital 
to its survival. It will now find it very diffj.cult to go 
into the Assembly and the barren ground of boycott offers the 
party little hope. A third way, perhaps involving an 
Anglo-Irish dimension now becomes crucial if the party is 
to h~ve a rol~ in Northern Ireland. 

For Sinn Fein the result is a vin~iclation of their decis~on 
to contest the election. Although they have ended up with 
less seats than their entitlement their spectacular poll­
topping victories in West Belfast and Fermanagh-South 
Tyrone will long be rememebered. The emergence of 
Sinn Fein may radicalise catholic politics in the North 
and make an internal settlement even less likely. The 
party will boycott the Assembly but may be willing, if 
asked, to have talks with the Secretary of State. 

8. Party Cohesion 

An addendum containing a fuller analysis of this aspect 
of the Count will be prepared in due c6urse. Initial 
television reports suggested that the DUP transferred 
85% to other DUP candidates while Official Unionists 
transferred 76% to other OUP candidates. According to 
Dr. Sidney Elliot only 0.5% of votes transfer from one 
bloc to the other. 10st unionists vote for other 
Unionists, some transfer to Alliance but virtually none 
vote for SDLP 6r other nationalist parties. A 
similar story exists on the nationalist side though 
vith Alliance dOing better than Sinn Fein in some instances 
from SDLP transfers. It should be stressed t at 
fig res on party cohesion a=e really only Talid ~~ere 
t ere is a co te~der 0= the same party cor.t~~ ir.g in 
t. e e ~ec tio .. 

9 • C 

1975 7 · Sea-'-s 

Sea~s 

4 
O· 28.8 2 

_'- I 9.3 1 

SDLP 14.2 1 

VUP/TJU P • 8 

UP I 1.1 

Others 

Total Unionists vote = 75.4% 
Total ationalist vote = 14.2% 
Total Centre vote = 9.3% 
Others = 1.1% 

Sea-ts 

50.0 52.2 3 

25.0 5. 

_2.5 9.5 1 

12.5 17.0 1 

8.1 2 

7.3 

• 
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The result in this constituency was very much as predicted 
with a good demonstration of how to operate P.R. given 
by the Rev. lan Paisley and his team. Sean l'eeson of 
AlliancE... and Sean I"· rren of the SDLP, the parties 
respective chairmen secured seats as did Roy Beggs (OUP) 
the former DUP Mayor of Larne who incurred the\~'r a th 
of paisleyites by leading a Council delegation to 
Dun LaogLair-.:! on the borough's Golden Jubilee, 

sout) Antrim ( 10 Seats) 1975 ( 8 Sea ts) 

% 1st 
Party Preferences Seats 

DUP 27.1 3 

OUP 41.1 4 

ApIl 11.6 2 

SDLP 10.5 1 

,.7p 2.5 

\T P/UUUP 0 . 5 

CP~I 

Ot.e:!:"s 6 . 7 

~o ~al ~nio1ist \ote = 68.7% 
Total ationalist ~ote = :3.0% 
Total Centre \ote = 11.6% 
Ot e~s (mainly nionists) 6.7% 

% of Seats 
Obtained % vote Seats - ---

30 25.1 2 

40 23.7 1 

20 12.4 1 

10 12.6 1 

1.0 

10.8 2 

14 . 0 1 

0 . 3 

The Official Unionists were unfortunate to get only 4 seats 
as their Press Officer Frank ~iiller was outdone by Searnus 
Close of Alliance for the last seat by less than 150 votes . 
The change in the OUP position since 1975 is quite ~arked 
and this can be accounted for by the absorption of UPNl 
and VUP support as well as the candidature of James 
Molyneaux, M.P., the party leader. The DUP position has 
only. marginally improved since 1975 but to get 3 seats 
to the OUPs 4 must be considered a satisfactory result. 
For alliance to get 2 seats with little over one quota was 
not just a matter of having the vote well spread between 
the candidates but was the result of receiving unionist 
and SDLP transfers. 

Belfast North (5 Seats) 

% 1st % 
Party Preference Seats 
DUP 21.1 1 
OPP 25.6 1 
APNl 7.1 · 1 
SDLP 12.8 1 
SF 11.3 
PP 7.0 
UUP/UUUC 2.4 
UP_~l 

Others 12.8 1 

of Seats 
Obtained % 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

1975 : (6 Seats) 

vote 

, 9.5 

27.1 

6.2 

23.0 

1.3 

4.3 
8.2 

14.2 

Seats 

1 

2 

1 

1 
1 (Pr<;!.uk 

Pl..L.l.ar) 

• 
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61.1% 
31.9% 

This election count was one of the more confused but also 
excitil g contests. John Carson, fermer ~P and Lord r:ayor 
dominate for the Official Unionists and Frank ::iller was 
re-elected as an Independent Unionist. Pascal O'Hare 
managed to hold onto the SDLP seat previously held by 
Gerry Pitt, ~.P. despite a strong Sinn Fein challenge. 
Indeed, it was the contest betveen Joe A~stin of Sinn Fein 
and the Alliance Party's new standard bearer Paul 4aguire 
which provided the climax to the Count. On the final count 
a vital 280 vote surplus transfer from Frank 11iller to Paul 
Maguire ensured an Alliance victory by a margin of 184. 
Since 1975 the DUP have improv~d their performance here 
leading to the capture of the Parliamentary seat three 
years ago but this progress has now halted and were the 
OUP to run Carson at the next Westminster election he would 
most likely win. 

Belfast South (5 Seats) 1 975 (6 Seats) 

% 1st % of seats 
Party Preferences Seats Obtained % vote Seats 

DUP 15.7 1 20 8.0 1 

OUP 44.0 3 60 40.3 2 

APNI 22.8 1 20 21.9 2 

SDLP 13.5 6.4 

WP 2.4 

VUP/UUUP 0.8 9.0 1 

UP I 11.0 

Ot ers O.R 3.3 
( "TILP) 

~~ ~~st a~ea p_ e ar a 
=::- ~ T ~~:.-_at~:..c=' ""_ ..: ~ e 

• 
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East Belfast (6 Seats) 

% 1st 
Party Preferences Seats 

DUP 40c2 2 

OUP 25.5 2 

APNI 23.0 2 

SDLP 2.2 

hTP 1 . 7 

VUP/UUUP 7.4 

UPNI 

NILP/Others 

Total Unionist vote = 73.1% 
Total Nationalist vote = 3.9% 
Total Centre vote = 23 e O% 

% of Seats 
Obtained 

33.3 

33.3 

3 3 . 3 

1975 

% vote 

15.0' 

10.4 

15 .6 

2.5 

3 3.1 

1 ] . 8 

11.6 

(6 Seats) 

Seats 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 (NILP) 

Had it not bee~ for Peter Robinson, M. P. grabbing virtually 
all of the DUP vote for himself Dr. Paisley would have gained 
an additional seat . In the event, All i ance benef i tted in the 
form of a second seat for Councillor Addie Morrow . 
Jeremy Burchill was among the successful for the Off icial 
Unionists . In the event of a future general election 
Peter Robinson's seat looks to be safe and Oliver Napier ' s 
excellent performance of 1979 ( 29 . 3%) looks unrepeatable . 
For Bill Craig this election was the s e c ond rejection by the 
East Belfas t electorate in three and h al f y ears . 

~"est Belfast (4 Seats) 19 7 5 (6 Seats) 

% 1st % of s eats 
Party Preferences Seats Obtaine d % v ote Seats 

DUP 12.8 5.5 
OUP 13.l 1 25 30.1 2 
APNI 8.0 1 25 9.2 1 
SDLP 24.4 1 25 37.9 2 
SF 30.1 1 . 25 
WP 7.3 3.8 

• 

Others 4.1 13.5 1 (IND.U) 

Total Un ionist v o t e = 29 . 6% 
To t al Nationa lis t Vo t e 62.4% 
Total Ce ntre Vo t e = 8.0% 
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This ,as the scene of the first and most spectacular 
election to the Asse.1bly, that of Sinn Fein Vice President 
G :::-r_ 1\ ~ _ -:s. It 1 ad been expected that Sinn Fein would win 
a se.t but the size and marner of their \ictory ~a~ not 
f Tl e SDLP had been expected to take t:~o seats 

e ent tl e hard or_:ing Alliance Councillor 
IF 12~ .. n:. g - ~n t'.e _as seaL: j st anea of e DUPs 

t .. e aid of P_o -~sioral Si.. Fein 
~ei 

e 
ea 

( • C' - ::­_ __ ' I J (7 SeaLs) 

Par ~_~ 

CP P 

P ~I 

- P / .".".p 

23 .3 

27.~ 

1 . 0 

~.6 

27 .3* 

0.3 

% 0= sea-s 
Seats Ob~a=-::.e':: 

2 

3 

2 

1 

25.0 

37.5 

25.0 

5._ 

52.2* 

17.5 

6.9 

0 .5 

7.6 

Sea~s 

1 

2 

2 

1 
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south Dopn (7 Seats) 

Party 

D P 

% 1st 
Preferences 

% of Seats 
Seats Obtained 

o 
AP I 

S LP 

SF 

"'P 

~ /~ U p 

Ot~ers 

19.2 

:)1.1 

6.2 

3 • 9 

5.7 

2 • 

2 

2 

3 

':bta~ n ionis t \ ote = 50. 3 % 
Total Tationa1ist vote = 43.4% 
Total Centre vote = 6.2% 

2B.6 

2B.6 

42.B 

1975 

% vote 

6.2 

20.1 

5.1 

38.9 

2.8 

14.6 

11.6 

(7 Seats) 

Seats 

2 

3 

1 

1 

This is the SDLPs best constituency, not alone did the party • 
hold their three seats but they also took the first three 
places on the poll and successfully kept Sinn Fein dOvn to a 
paltry 5.7%. The DUP were fortunate to get two seats mainly 
because their well balanced ticket of ewry and Mourne 
Council Chairman George Graham and Jim ~ells attracted 
sufficient OUP transfers. This used to be ~ very strong 
Official Unionist constituency but with the rise of the DUP 
there could be a challenge to Enoch Powell1s stewardship of 
the Parliamentary seat. The Alliance party's Patrick Forde 
can be pleased with his performance, coming within BOO votes of a 
seat on the last count. 

Party 

D P 

O"P 

_ ... / --

Armagh (7 Seats) -
% 1st 

Prefer-ences 

10.8 

3 .• 9 

~ ? 
~ .-

~ 

~~ 

% 
~eats 

1 

3 

2 

1975 : (7 Seats) 

of Seats 
Obtair..ed % lote Seats 

14.3 13.1 1 

2.8 23.0 2 

J 

2 . 2 

_-": • .J 

~.3 
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This result was among the more predictable of the election. 
The Offic~al Unionist3 led by Harold MCCusker retained their 
dominance of the area getting three of the seats. For the 
SDLP the result was bad but not unexpested. In the 1979 
General Election Seamus Nallon got 36% compared with'25.2% 
for SDLP on th-LS occasion. As expected; Sinn Fein in the 
person of J.B. McAllister got a seat but their performanc~ 
was less spectacular than elsewhere. Should Harold 
MCCusker's bid to unseat Seamus Mallon be successful this 
constitue'lc:} will have a bye-election ,-hich the OUP will 
probably vino 

De r~( (7 Seats) 

% 1st 
Party Preferences Seats --
D P 21.8 
O"P 26.0 
ApTI 5.7 
SDLP 31.5 
SF 13.6 

~vP 1.5 

VUPjUUUP 

UPJI 

Others 

Total Unionist Vote = 47.8% 
Total Nationalist vote 46.5% 
Total Centre Vote = 5.7% 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1975 (7 

% of Sea-::s 
Obt:.ained s,. 

0 Vote 

28.6 5.5 

28.6 26.9 

7.6 

28.6 37.1 

14.3 

2.4 

15.8 

4.1 

Although the SDLP narrovly lost a seat here the party's 
performance vas relatively good with a fine poll topping 
performance by John Hurne who \as followed by Sinn Fein's 
la.rtin icGuinness.. For Alliance the absence of Ivor 

Cana an on Lhis occasion was a setbacK and the party ote 
fell. The O~P had to s are the four loyalist seats lith 
the D P. ITI_ e interesti g resu~ t ere is LL~e size of the 
" ... ationalist ~oteU - ic aL. ~6. 5"6 is on y 1.3% belo: the 
c - i e 0_ a _s ts. I:'s e- ,,:,ce .. t -~ a -' ere . - soo 
e? at"':'o. a':":'s-:: :->aj ~i .... :y ...:.~ C. e:!:"I_. 

Seats) 

Seats 

1 

2 

3 

I 
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Mi<L~~~ (6 Seats) 

% 1st 
Party Preferences Seats 

DUP 23.3 2 

OUP 15.6 1 

APNI 4 . G 

SDLP 24.9 2 

SF 20.5 1 

hIP 3.3 

VUPjUUUP 7.7 

UPNI 

Others 

Total Union is t vote = 46.6% 

Total Nationalist vote = 48.8% 

Total Centre vote = 4.6% 

% of Seats 
Obtained 

33.3 

16.7 

33.3 

16.7 

1975 

% vote 

14.6 

24.1 

5.9 

35.0 

6.4 

. 

6 Seats 

Seats 

1 

2 

2 

9.9 1 

4.0 

This was one of two constituencies (the other being Armagh) 
where the SDLP lost a seat to the U.U.U.C. in 1975 which has 
now been picked ~up by Sinn Fein. In this case the Sinn 
Fein victor was their T.V. performer Danny Morrison who 
was given a close run by party colleague Benedict McElwee, 
brother of one of the hunger strikers. For the SDLP the 
result was not too bad considering that Paddy Duffy did not 
contest the seat. The U.U.U.P. was eliminated altogether 
here and the party's sitting M.P. John Dunlop lost his deposit. 
€Q~?~~Y . gospel singer the Rev. William McC~ea (DUP) was 
bound for glory both by topping the poll and by his party 
gaining two seats. 

Fermanagh-South Tyrone (5 Seats) 

% 1st · 
Party Preferences Seats 

DUP 12.3 1 
OUP 31.4 2 
APNI 2.0 

SDLP 20.3 1 
SF 28.3 1 
WP 2.4 

VUPjUUUP 3.4 

UPNI 

Others 

Total Unionist Vote = 47.1% 
Total -ationalist Vote = 50.9% 
Total Centre vote ~ 2.0% 

% of Seats 
Obtained 

20 

40 

20 

20 

1975 : 5 Seats 

% vote Seats 

6.4 

30.3 2 

2.8 

40.1 
\ 

2.8 

15.2 1 

2.3 

• 
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This result was a significant victory for Sinn Fein who have 
overtaken the SDLP here. However, Owen Carron's poll 
topping spectacular with one and a half quotas may have 
damaged ~inn Feints chances of a second seat for Francis 
Molloy who narrowly lost out to the Rev. Ivan Foster of the 
DUP who is 2 third Force commander. For the SDLP this was 
not a good result, their vote has halved since 1975. The 
Official Unionists have maintained their dominance while 
the DUP have scored at the expense of UUUP leader 
Ernest Baird. 

~.-t- L.t - f.-. ~{ .:f, £.\-/"-"~1 
cre;ard Torsney 

Anglo-Irish Section 

1 November 1982 
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