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JOINT ST. PATRICK'S DAY STATEMENT 
FRIENDS OF IRELAND 

MAR CH 16, 1982 

For Immediate Release 

The undersigned members of the Friends 
of Ireland in the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Congress of the 
United States issued the following statement 
today: 

st. Patrick's Day 1982 marks the first anniversary of the founding 
of the Friends of Ireland -- a bipartisan enterprise in the Congress 
of the United States dedicated to the promotion of cooperation and 
understanding between the Irish people and the American people . Our 
special goal has been to work together in the Congress for an end to 
the violence in Northern Ireland and for peace and reconciliation be­
tween the two parts of the community that has suffered so much from 
a decade of killing and destruction. 

For all of us committed to the cause of peace in Ireland, 1981 
was often a year of anguish. The extended hunger strike, the con­
tinuing bombings and random sectarian murders,_ the assassination of 
elected representatives, the relentless appeals to religious hatred, 
the rise of sectarian demagogery to new levels of virulence -- these 
and other events bore violent witness to the worsening tragedy in 
Northern Ireland in the past year . 

Other events in 1981 gave cause for hope. In particular, we 
were heartened by the summit conference last November between the 
Prime Ministers of Ireland and Great Britain, their creation of an 
Anglo-Irish Inter-Governmental Council, and their significant agree­
ment on "the need for efforts to diminish the divisions between the 
two sections of the community in Northern Ireland and to reconcile the 
two major traditions that exist in the two parts of Ireland ." And 
we note with interest the gLowing debate in both the Republic of 
Ireland and Northern Ireland on the role of Northern Protestants in 
Ireland's future . We regard all of these developments as signs of 
the good will and commitment to cooperation by both governments in 
the common search for peace. 

We are also encouraged by the support expressed for the Friends 
of Ireland by both the Irish and the British Governments. We have 
met in the past year with representatives of those governments and 
with leaders of the political parties in Northern Ireland . We have 
tried to be a forum in the Congress to inform the American people 
about the causes of the conflict and the most hopeful means to end 
it. 

In the coming year, we intend to pursue the path of peace in 
every way we can . Toward this goal , the Friends of Ireland is 
honored to accept the invitation from the Speaker of Dail Eireann 
for a delegation from che Friends of Ireland to visit the Irish 
Parliament at a suitable time this spring . 

We also commend President Reagan for his commitment to peace 
~~ in Ireland , his concern for an end to the violence , and his support 

for the Friends of Ireland. We welcome the President·s meeting with 
Prime Minister Haughey tomorrow at the White House . And we urge the 
President to take the occasion of his forthcoming trip to Europe in 
Jun~ to make a substantiul visit to Ireland . 
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As Friends of Ireland , we are also united in our condemnation 
of the violence on both sides in Northern Ireland . More than 2,100 
men and women and children have died since the conflict began , and 
more than 23,000 have been injured . We therefore renew our earnest 
appeal to our fellow Americans to support positive policies for peace , 
to reject the path of violence , and to refuse to participate by word 
or deed or dollar in any effort that supports or condones the violerce . 
No action in the daily life of any American should contribute in any 
way to the daily toll of death in Northern Ireland . 

Finally , as Friends of Ireland , l e renew our commitment: to t he 
goal of Irish unity as the most effective means to achieve a lasting 
peace . The unity we favor is an Ireland united on the basis of 
reconciliation between the Irish Protestant tradition and the Irish 
Catholic tradition . It is a unity to be achieved , not by the bomb 
or by the bullet , nor by the official coercion of any section of the 
community , but by the consent , freely given , of a majority of al l 
the people of Northern Ireland . 

United states Senate 

Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass . ) 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N . Y.) 
Christopher J . Dodd (D-Conn . ) 
Joseph R. Biden , Jr . (D-Del . ) 
Alan Cranston (D-Calif . ) 
Thomas F . Eagleton (D-Mo . ) 
Gary Hart (D-Colo . ) 
John Heinz (R-Penna . ) 
Daniel K. Inouye (D-Haw .) 
Paul Laxalt (R-Nev .) 
Patrick J . Leahy (D-Vt . ) 
Carl Levin (D-Mich . ) 
George J . Mitchell (D-Me . ) 
Claiborne Pell (D-R . I . ) 
William Proxmire (D-Wis . ) 
Paul E. Tsongas (D-Mass . ) 
Lowell P . Weicker , Jr . (R- Conn .) 

Hugh L. Carey 
Governor , state 

of New York 

House of Representatives 

Thomas P . O' Neill , Jr . (D-Mass . ) 
Thomas S . Foley (D-Wash .) 
James M. Shannon (D-Mass .) 
Charles F . Dougherty (R-penna .) 
Frank Annunzio (D-Ill .) 
Jonathan B. Bingham (D-N . Y. ) 
Edward P . Boland (D-Mass .) 
Don Bonker (D-Wash . ) 
Silvio O. Conte (R-Mass .) 
Baltasar Corrada (D-puerto Rico ) 
William J . Coyne (D-penna .) 
Norman D. Dicks (D-Wash .) 
Bernard J . Dwyer (D-N . J .) 
ROY Dyson (D-Md . ) 
Joseph D. Early (D-Mas s.) 
Don Edwards (D-Calif .) 
Millicent Fenwick (R-N .J.) 
Geraldine A. Ferraro (D-N . Y.) 
Edwin B . Forsythe (R-N .J.) 
Barney Frank (D-Mass .) 
Samuel Gejdenson (D-Conn .) 
James J . Howard (D-N . J .) 
William Lehman (D-Fla .) 
Edward J . Markey (D-Mass .) 
Paul N. McCloskey , Jr . (R-Calif . ) 
Joseph M. McDade (R-penna .) 
Joseph G. Minish (D-N . J .) 
Austin J . Murphy (D . penna .) 
Henry S . Reuss (D-Wis . ) 
Peter W. Rodino , Jr . (D-N.J .) 
Patricia Schroeder (D-Colo . ) 
Stephen J . Solarz (D-N . Y.) 
Al Swift (D-Wash .) 
Bob Traxler (D-Mich . ) 
Pat Williams (D-Mont .) 
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