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~ , I ' , Joint Statement issued following meeting between 

the Irish Government and representatives of the ~DLP, 
Monday, 22nd March, 11982 • 
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The Taoiseach, Mr. Char les J ,. Haug'hey, T. D., accqmpan~ed by 
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" , the Minister for Agriculture, Mr. IBrian Lenihan, T.D., 
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" " and Minister for 'Transport and Posts and Telegraphs, 
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Mr. John Wilson, T.D., met a delegation from the SDLP 
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in 'Government Buildings toda~. ~he delegates cJnsiste~ 
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of Mr. John Hume, M. E. P., Leader Jf the Party" Mr'. S~am'us ' 
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, I I I I " Mallon, Deputy Leader, Mr. Eddie McGrady, Spokesman on ,the 
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Environment and Dr. Joe Hend~on, Chairman of the 
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The meeting considered the current; situation i ,n Northern 
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, Ireland, in par ticular the Pfoposals being dev,eloped 
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by the Northern Ireland Secretary of State Ifor , a form 
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of administration there. 
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Both sides considered tha t "'the , I 

proposals as, tn~y were 
I I 1 

They found them de!iclent 
I I ' I i' 

in that they concentrated on ' the details o~ a~ 

emerg ing wer.e unwor kable. 
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administration for Northern Ireland, without d~e regard 
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,for the broader dimensions of the problem. I I ' ,: 
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Both sides agreed that another failed initiati~e in 
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Northern Ireland could only lead to further fr~stration 
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.there and lessen the prospects for progres~ b~ democratic 
1 I ' 

political means; They shared the convict~on 'that such 
I -, , 

d 
' ' , I, .progress should be pursue 1n present C1rcumstances 

I I" 

through the further development of the Anglo-trish , 
I 

process initiated between the Taoiseach and toe British , , 
I 1 

, 
Prime Hinister at their meeting in December, 1'980, • 
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" ,The meeting, also noted thaV the main Unionist 'panties had 
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rejected the proposals as unacceptable. . 1 
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