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Government Statement on White Paper 5/4/1982 

The Government have just received the BLitish Government's White 

Paper on devolved government for Northern Ireland and will study 

i tin de ta i 1 . 

r 
It is at once apparent, however~ that the proposals contained 

in the White Paper conform very closely to the descriptions 

given by Mr. Prior, the Northern Ireland Secretary, in the course 

of his consultations with the Minister for Foreign Affairs last 

week in London. 

This being so, the Government can only confirm their view as to 

ten ~o= a e ature and ~ e istaken focus of the proposals. 
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The funda1 ental objecti e 0= Gover ent policy rernai s the 

achiev6 ent of a united ~reland by peaceful po_itical eans. 
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