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ROINN AN TAOISIGH 
Uirnhir .................................................. . 

To: (1) Mr W Kirwan, Assistant Secretary 
(2) Secretary to the Government 

From: F Murray 

All-Ireland Forum 

I attach a draft note which I have prepared on matters for 

decision in relation to the Terms of Reference of the proposed 

All-Ireland Forum. In addition to questions which relate 

specifically to the Terms of Reference of the Forum, I have 

attempted to list some of the logistical problems as well as 

other relevant arrangements all of which will require further 

consideration before the proposed meeting of the Leaders of 

the Parties participating in the Forum. It is understood that 

this meeting will not take place before 11 April next. 

The enclosed note has been prepared by way of an initial 

contribution to identifying the main items for consideration 

by the Party Leaders at their forthcoming meeting. The note 

does not purport to be exhaustive and further consideration 

will be given to the details of the arrangements involved in 

this initiative as required. 

l~~a~~ 
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1 Objectives of the Forum 

- "A Forum for consultations on the manner in which lasting 

peace and stability can be achieved in a new Ireland through 

the democratic process. 1I /-Govt.Statement of 11 March, 1983_7 

- examine the obstacles to the creation of a new Ireland; 

- examine the obstacles to the coming together of the Irish 

people; 

- consider and make recommendations on the arrangements required 

to meet the needs and aspirations of the two main political 

traditions on the island of Ireland; 

chart a course by which political progress in regard to 

Northern Ireland can be made; 

- promote advance towards the aspirations and ultimate objectives 

held in common by the Parties represented in the Dail and by 

other democratic Parties throughout Ireland; 

- Chart a course on the ~anner in which lasting peace and 

stability in a new Ireland can be achieved. 

'ote: See also terms 0= re=erence of previous A 1 Party Co~ittees 

on orthe~n Ire:and (Appendix 1). 

2 Forum 

"Participation . i~l be open ~o all democratic parties vlhich 

reject iolence, and which a e a~ers elected or appointed 

to the Oireac tas or the .orthern Ire and Assemb y. 

The views of other people of all traditions who agree with 

the purpose of these consultations and who reject violence 

will also be sought by the Forum." L-Govt.Statement 11 March 1981/ 

- liThe Forum will be open to all political parties, north and 

south, which share this objective, (lasting peace and stability 

in a New Ireland) which have members elected to the Oireachtas· 

or the Northern Ireland Assembly and which reject violence" --­

Minister for Foreign Affairs Limerick Speech of 11 March 1983. 

- What is the position of independent Deputies and Senators 

(Deputy Blaney, O'Connell, Gregory, Senators Robb and TCD and 

NUl Senators who have not taken party whips) or of Parties 

who reject violence but do not have members elected to the 

/Oireachtas 
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variety of reasons. A Dublin venue would probably suit all of the 

spective participants - proximity to Leinster House and Party 
VDUld be advantageous. 

Head Quarters in t.e case of the Oireachtas Parties/ In tnis regard 

it will be necessary to agree pairing arrangements for the Members 

involved: there is a precedent here in the case of the Committee 

of Public Accounts special enquiry, Dec 1970 - August 1972} 

The Leader of the Opposition has suggested the House of Lords chamber 

in the Bank of Ireland premises in College Green. These premises 

may not be readily available, however. It is not known whether this 

venue, if it could be made available, would have the necessary 

accommodation (including ancillary accommodation) which would 

probably be required for sittings of the Forum. Choice of this 

location would surely present the Bank of Ireland with 

considerable security problems. In any event, it could be contended 

that this, particular venue is somewha t grandiose and pretentious. 

Other venues which might be considered are the Mansion House 

(Round Room perhaps), the ballroom in Iveagh House, 

the Office of the European Commission in Molesworth 

St~hich was used for the Seanad General Election count earlier this 

year), City Hall or Dublin County Council's Council Chamber in 

O'Connell St (if the size of the Forum is not too big). 

7 Fi ancial implications 

'i a specia S pp:ene tary Es imate be required and, 1£ so, who 

e respo. s~:e for :':s? epa:!:t-ent i.:_ be respo sib e 

_ e'_ez: sing :Er • .:s pyoposa: - T· ..., ., 

~a~ ir:5 sa:'a=::..es r 

- - -..=..---~ ---

_---'=' _ _ _ __ ________ r 

---- - ~ :- ..... -- ----- ~ 

se ers 

':.'hese require spec · a co~ s':"dera't . on m der a ~er ~ r...ead.ings. 

Cons ~at · ons wi'th ~he Jepar~~ent of Justice and the Garda 

Authorities will be necessary as soon as plans =or the ForUQ, in 

partic lar the choice of enue, begin to materialise. It would 

/seer 
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Appendix 1 

Inter-Party Committee on Northern Ireland/the implications 
of Irish unity. 

The terms of reference of the Inter-Party Committee on Northern 

Ireland/ the implications of Irish unity agreed by the leaders of 

t h e three main parties in the Dail were as follows:-

"\\' ith a view to contributing to a peaceful settlement of the 

orthern Ireland situation it h as been agreed to set up an 

Inter-Party Committee to establish t h e common ground between 

t h e parties represented on t h e Co ittee on t h e constitutional, 

legal, econo . ic, c It ralJ soc:al and oth er re:evant 

i .. p :'ications of a .ited ::::re a nd a d to a ke reCOITJr.e. datio 5 

as 0 t h e s eps .. 0'. reqt. ':'red --0 crea1:e co di ::'0. s c o d 'Ci-IE 

o a Le ::::re_a. · 

Th e All-Par t~· Comm i t tee on rish Relations was set p in J ly, 

1973, and its ter ms of reference were as follows:-

"With a view to contributing to a peaceful settlement of the 

Northern Ireland situation, it has been agreed to set up 

an Inter-Party Committee to establish the common ground between 

the Parties represented on the Committee on the constitutional, 

legal, economic, cultural, social and other relevant steps 

required to bring about lasting reconciliation of all the people 

of Ireland so that conditions may be created conducive to a 

united Ireland; and, if thought appropriate, to make recommendations." 
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