
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2013/27/1495 

Creation Date(s):    24 March 1983 

Extent and medium:   3 pages 

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 



I 
I 

\ 

, 

\ 

,----' ~------.. ",., , ., ,---" 

... '<- .. , , .{ ......... c.-1. .... ~ 

~ ~RLlA,.."ENT 
-~ . 
- J)ul fre 

BUILDINGS .,! L, 
STOr~ MONT. 

BELFAST BT4 3SY 
• 2Lltll Ha rch, 1953 •. 

Dr. G. Fi tzger ald, 
Offi ce of the Taoiseach, 
Govern ment Builc -gs, 
Dublin. 2 • 

. Dear Dr. Fitzl!erald, 

: .. ~-. 

/ -

- ' l ·.:'· 

rlii;h T~f~re~cc to your letter of HHh !~rch 1983 extending an invitation to me as the Lcader of the Democratic Unionist Party to attend a prcliminary meetine on the week beginnin g the 11 th of April to make arranGements regardi'ng the proposed Forum on the Ne\-[ Ireland put foniard by the S.D.L.P. and supported by your Government, I would like to reiterate the public stand which I and ~ Party have alrea~ made. We see this FOrum as a vehicle toward~ a United Ireland which has been continually rejected by the Unionist majority in Northern Ireland and we believe - . that it will only give encouracement to the Provisiona'l I.R.A. and all , . -those other groups which seek to bomb and "shoot Unionists into an all ~, Ireland state. '\ 

file-', s~tting up of such El. Forum as this is seen as an extension of your raIse claim to jurisdiction over Northern Ireland, a claim Hhich is unparalleled in the Communit'y of Un t ion~ be it \-li th the European Co~~ity or the United Nations. Your refusal to reco~ise the ' _ ri£ht of ~he people of Northern Ireland to remain part of the U.K. wben you met to si£Q the S~ninbrlale AfTeement in 1973 is .simply "reinforced by your int~rference throufh this Fbrum for a New Ireland '" 

.' 

". 
" Se 0Qr'1diy r this Forum is not as you (:tated, an opportunity for those who be)~eve in the De~cratic ideal, to come tOf,ether and discuss their differences. The S.D.L.P. Nhich promoted the idea haG failed cons istently to realise its aims throubh the Ballot Box in Northern Ireland and ~a~ now soufht to bO out~ide the Democratic process 
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NORTHERN IFl ELAN D ASS EMB LY 

.... 
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of our CO lL'1 try to obtain support for a gc.:.. l Yl hich the ma jority has cons i s t ently . 
. ... d 11 reJcc"e • 

1 , 
, I , ' 

You would have done more for democracy on thi s Island by advising the S.D.L.P. 

to go and take their seats in the Democratic For~~ whicr. is available to 
jI 

them in Northern Ireland namely the -Assembly. 

LastlYt I note t he comments of your Foreien Y.inister, Mr Barry, in relation 

to this Forum; he makes it very clear what its aims are: 

"The S .D.L.P.' s idea for a Council for a New Ireland would mean the creation 

of a Forum which would be open to all parties ?;orth &. South which shared 

El similar objective.1l That objective is in reality the over-riding of the 

~1ehea of the majority in Northern Ireland . 

It is interesting to note that one of your Party Officers has realised the 

nonsense of your shiboleth of 'unity by consent' when he said last }~nday:-

"Some two thirds of Northerners oppose arW form of unity with their Southern 

neicbhours. They , .... ish to remain under the Briti"sh Cro"m. Surely that 

must be their democratic right after 60 years of autonomy. The reverse 

that the minority impose its wishes upon the ~jority is hardly tenable. 

How then .can 'unity by consent' even be : contemplated? It is a meaningless 

phrase • 

. , 
J\y ·.view of this forum leads to the conclusion that you seek to obtain the 

old goal of a United Ireland and as a Protestant and traditional Unionist 

I cannot have any part in it • 

. 
I note that you have not set a venue for the first or any subsequent 

meetings and would warn you that I personally will lead a campaign of 

resistance to any attempt which is made to use Northern Ireland as a 

, venue for any meetings of your · Forum for a New Ireland. 

We do not wish to be bad neic;1.bours and 'He do wish to live in peace with 

your ~ountry, but good neir,hbourliness i £ a two way process. 'rle have 
t 

never claimed jurisdiction over your territor,y or harboured the murderers 

of your pe?ple, but unfortunately our friendship has never been recip-rocated. 

This was evidenced during World War 11. 
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NORTHERN rnELAND ASSEMBLY 

Your contribution to peace in our Island should not be the setting ~p of 
11 

this Forum, but the relinquishinc of your territorial claim to l{orthcrn 

Ireland and the extradition of the murderers of Ulstermen presently 

1i vine in your cou."ltry. 
• 

11 

Let me in the name of the people for whom ~ spea}: tell you in no uncertain 

terms tha:f; contrary to Nr Barry' s declared bOal He the British People 

of Ulster will never ever 'be faded out' from our Province. 

Yours sincerely, 

·1u/<.I!. %0/ 
IAN R)~ • PAISLEY , M.P. 
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