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6 Na y 1983 

Dear Assist ant Secr e ~ a r y 

17 Grosvelior P:;,ac2 

. . 
. . . 

, ........ ~ I <') 

I I 

I enclose, for the Depa rtment's inform~t i o n, a COpyet 
of a reoort on a recent conv e rs a tion with Mr. Tony Benn M. 

We felt it was important to maintain contact with Mr. 

who is of course the single most influential VOlce on 

the left of the Labour Party. Because of his ass ociation 

with radical opinion here supporting the Provisionals 

the Ambass a dor has felt that his presence at Embassy 

receptions would not be unde r s tood here (or perhaps in 

Dublj Ll) and [or that reason he ha s not been included in 

the St. Patrick's Day Teception guest list for several 

years. You will see that he pointedly referred in 

his conversation with me to the last invitation he 

received. 

Yours sincer e ly 

fl ~ ~ .(. / 
C''''- ._ ;}.I, j ......... t -t;.--),.>,..-" 

Paul D. Dem ps ey 
Minisle r. 

t·lr . Hichael Li 11 i s 
Assistant Secret~rv 
Anglo- Irish Sectio~ 

\ 

Department of Foreign Affairs . 



• klct~J;~E 
I called recently on Mr. Tony I had asked to 

meet Hr. Benn and had suggested lunch as a possibilIty. 

lIe responded by inviting me to visit him at his home. 

Mrs. Benn joined us for a short tIme and spoke of her Irish 

ance.;try .. She grew up, she said, in Cinncinnati, Ohio ~he~e 

there was a large German-American community . It Has her 

experience of discrImInation against the Irish In 

,.., • .., .. , _ , ,_ _ _ ~ _ ~ _ _ __ .: _ , .; _.L.. __ , .: .L..': __ 

IJ.LllllC.LlllldL.L LlId L .Leu uel. .LilLU ~UI....Lc1.L.L::>L !:'U.L.LL.LI...O:> . 

s he and Mr. Benn recalled their last visit to the Embassy 

for St . Patrick ' s Day noting that they did no t normally 

attend Embassy functions. 

Mr . Benn asked me hOH we saw the situation In Northern Ireland 

and I briefed him on the varIOUS aspects of Governmenl 

policy at the present time . 

'\ 

Mr. Benn then gave his VIews on the Northern Ireland situation. 

He said that the solution of the Norlhern Ireland problem 

was a matter for the people of Northern Ireland: it Has a 

mistake for London to think that its efforts could bring this 

a bou t. There Here two supplementary points. 

public opl~lon polls sho~ed that the British people were tired 

of :orthern Irela nd and he did not dou~t that if a 

refere dum -·-ere held on the Go.- rm- morning there <·,ou:'d be z. 

majorit:· 1n ~a"oL r of Seco.d, there vas a real 

de e 0 ed i 'orther Ire a nd \ould be tra~s£errc to the m -~"l&nd . 



• 
2. 

Turni. b to the L~_ lour Party, tr. Ben I said that thE-re uas 

widespread sup ort amo~g the constituency organisatio~s for a 

1 ite lrel~ld_ The tra'c unions, on the other hand, being 

r ~ L-e~a J fea~Ed t a!: t eo' cOl'd be 

c .ccord·ng~:, t'e" joined 

curre. -~J g:-o 

11 

11 e. _ 

1. - ". e he Pa 

t to Iris u ~ ::,-) t e ext sentence 

~ itaJ or bs a ~ e y .eans of the requirement of consent. He 

did 0 belie'e that the next Labour Go ernment ~ould be prepared 

to confront the Unionists and accordingl r a PO\ er- sharing policy, for 

example. ~as simply 11 ... " nOL oa , If, contrary to his expectations, 

an attem t \"as ade to impose such pol~cies on thE: Unionists, 

there would be a confrontation in which the GOlern,ent would be 

forced 0 bac' dOPTI . 

' 1r, Ber. sa~d _hat '.is 0" be:ier as toat a date should be 

set or a date set b' 'hich it shou d have 

e .2 ee exa~::.. .. ::..ng 



3 . • 
ch the salt: rnigh_ not elcorne. .r. Ben1 str-ssE:d 

f 1 to t ~ as I . le . ithdradal as not the pol:cy of the Lab~ur 

Part· i1 ~ -as it llkel" 0 e_ He "-:~ se f .ig t not be a 

m' er of he next a o'r Cabinet. 

I s ug g est e cl t hat are c i pit ate Br i t is' '.: i t h cl r ci\o>J a 1 ill i g h t not be 

benign : he was assuming too readily that orthern Ireland would 

sort itself out if left entirely to itself. In reply Ifr. Benn 

'"a s dismissive of wha t he described as "diplomatic langua ge " 

__ 1': _1- ~ ____ ~l- ..... _ -~..: ... 1.-.. __ ":_t-lr.l"r> r"\.f"f~""~":ll 
\"Il1.l.L.ll LVC;LLLICJ... W.LL..l1 p1t.J.L.L.&.L...L"- ............. _ ............ ___ .... __ 

and other cosmetic activity merely concealed the absence of any 

real political developments. He favoured the decisive impact 

that withdrawal would have, mentioning the year 2000 as a 

possible target. He referred to the Nixon principle, the 

political rule of thumb that deals can only be done by strong 

leaders representing the full force of thelr own traditions . 

He himself respected .fr. Paisley for his forthrjght and 

unequi oeal defence of the Unionist position. He felt the Irish 

G ~ S.o cl be equa:l - frail_ about wh ere it stood. 

: e 

es t Sl~ ctio~ - ere. L_ 5 e -E:re 
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re rned to fficE', a£ no loc ed l~'e:y, he thought she might 

turn her I. ind to 'ol'ther .. Irelan' l"hough ~r. Bcnn did 

not sa:' so explicitly I had no dOubt at al that in his v~e,] 

a Go~ern. e t led b ~rs. Thatche~ ~o~_d rlt~l more radically with 

'then. Ire 3:1 after the next elE.:ction t ,an "}Quld a Government 

led b 7 "r. Foo". Of .ir. Foot he said dismissivel .. : that under 

F d 1 f "f d 11' • f f t \,;e "ou ge t p en ~y 0 u ge ~n t ne orill 0 s ta tehlPTl ts , 

r' . S an "" • t- 'n • e 1 se 0 f t h a _ kin d \~ e \ -ant e d but nor ea 1 
"""" ... J ....... .. ... 0 

a t t, 

,e . -~ .:: a et 

-'~ e 

.::.--

~ ... - ~ --

:is s~ec~i-e c ns:::it 

1 0 -e 

-:e 

e'::~ 

a 

e~~-­, . 

:-5, ~.e . .> t 

e : ad 

er, th~t ~ 

. 
0 ::.c es 0 

1.~ -

es=-re 

He .as 

er Ire a 

t a 

.. e ~abou:- Party 

.0 .~aso"": t e 

e ar~ 
, a c..~ 2<iS: 

J 

:. .. E: 

::: e T1.S 

and the fea~ 0: 

, - 0- -
-_ .... D 

-~e 

S 



5 . 

• 
poli~i-ians and sta!:.e~ c. . One the oth~~ side there ~as the 

1 st tlti 10 erc_ represented y pa.:tition. The 

he 

a h~..: fa er sp e o 

1 a-_~ 

a 

:r. Lai_5 bee , .. to e . _e ~o t? a~er 

1': ..-..- .... :r"'!, 
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..... ri::a~ __ ·~rs . .l .a::c er -.25 ope _:"y espOUSL.g 

t: e t e a. e Lab ur Pc.r<::.; --as go_ g 
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Embassy at the invitation of the Ambassador to take part In a 

semIn . \\1ith the Ambassador and some of his senIor staff \-/ho uere 

interested in understanding his VIews even if they did not share 

them. (He had put forward earlier in our conversation the 

view that strategic considerations were a large factor in the 

continuing White House interest in Northern Ireland, adding 

that they were no long er an important factor in Whitehall). 
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