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NOTE 

H Y \v i f e and I \ve r e g u est sat a din n e r par t y g i v e n a t t 11 c i r 

home by Mr. & Mrs David Coodall (Cabinet Office) on 

Friday 9 December 198~. After dinner, Goodall drew me 

aside to sepak about the Dowra affair. 

followi~g points: 
He made the 

(1) He said that there \vas a serIOUS lack of comprehension 

amongst Ninisters :lnu o[fici.:lls in London who 

, 
" 

found it difficult to underst.:wd hOVl we r e concile<l 

our evident commitment to security on the one • 1 
llanll 

h~ ~. __ 
UL J..11t:" 

pursued on the other. lIe said that developments in the 
Dmua affair ItJere not gOIng dm-ll1 vJell vlith Ninisters. 

The Prime Minister was also bemused because the 

Taoiseach kept bringing the matter up at their meeLings 

(and on the last occasion talked about it in some 

de t ail) {v h i 1 e she tv Cl sat s eve r air e l1l 0 V e s fro m the l s sue . 

He suggested that our pursuit of the case was counter­

pioductive if, as ~e assumed to be the casc) wc 

\-lished to cre<1te' <1 ,good politic<11 cl imale 
f" 1 n vi h i c !J 0 u r 

concerns could be ~iscussed next year, 

\. . : . 

(2) The British were not sayIng that nothing untoward had 

Occurred qut rather that there Has no evidence 01 

-such an Occurrence_ Forbes had made Lt statement 1n 

which he denied any \",rong doing. The Brilisil side \-:olll L! 

nee d e v i 0 e n c e i f t his $ tat cm en L W:1 S t. () b (' con t r 0 vert I"? d , 

-
( 3 ) Good .:11 1. re fer 1" e d t 0 L h e s lop r y 'v ,I Y i, n H 11 i. c h llH~ Cl:; C 

had been,handled which was at odds with the serIousnes s 
vjbich \-le appeared to .1lt:1ch to it. The ;:.:ompl<1lnt h:1o 
not bee n s u ~m i t t e dun l il Ion g <1 f L e r the eve n t) the re 

was Cl further delay because Commissioner Wren had gone 

on lea~e and an interim reply from the Chief Constable, 

the dispatch of which had been the subject of a telepho~E 
call to the Cardai) had nonethr:~less gone astray. The 

... _. . ..... 
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2. 

Chief Constable has now sent a full reply to the 

Commissioner: it ap'peared that He found this reply 

unsatisfactory but the nature of our difficulties 
I 

were not entirely clear . 
. . 

(4) I asked whether the British side might not be attaching 

too much importance to meetings at Chief Constable and 

Commissioner level. 1 noted that Mr. Prior had 

said on 7 December that the Baldonnel panels were to 

be revived and that Ir.eetings to facilitate co-operation 

had been arranged between sub-ordinates of the 

Chief Constable and the Commissioner. Goodall said that 

of thing~ had been agreed, including a meeting between 

Mr. Prior and the Minister for Justice. Subsequently 

Mr. Barry had phoned to say that the meeting could not 

take place but that the Minister for Justice would meet 

the Att0rney General. Mr. Prior was under the 

i~pre s sion that the other matters agreed to and lD 

particul a r the Baldonnel panels had not been cancelled 

and would go ah ea d. 

( 5 ) As t o t 11 e me e t :i n g i'n Br 1I s S e 1 s bet we e nth e Pr i m e Hi n is t e .. 
~ ' . 

and the Taoiseach, Gbodall mentioned that the Taoiseach 

had asked for an independent enquiry. However, the 

Prime Mini~ter's understanding was that the Taoiseach had 

agr ee d t o a me eLin g in the New Year betwe e n the Minister 

for Justice and Mr. Prior. (1 was at some 

disadvantage in relation to this and the preceding ite~ 

since reports on the meetings involved have not been 

received). 
'\ 
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21 December, 1983. 
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