
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2013/100/1054 

Creation Date(s):    23 February 1983 

Extent and medium:   3 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 



Mise. 
F."2. 

NA A ISIGH 

Ulmhlf ... ..... . ... . .... . 

NORTHERN IRELAND SITUATION 

~'- o iseach, 

Pl~asc sce notes under from Messrs . Klrwan and Murray. 

1. I thi nk that the proposals for a "Counci 1 for a New 
Ireland" have a numb e r of consIderable dangers which should 
be taken into account by the Government befoTe they reach 
any conclusion. 

2. First, if the proposal is seen to get off the ground, 
in a high profile way, in Northern Ireland, as will be 
necessary, if the SDLP are to maXImIse its political 
benefits for thc~, then it will be attacked vIgorously 
not only by Unionists but also, and particularly, by other 
p a I'l ~ 0 I' t 11<' N a t ion a li s t pop u 1 i.l t ion U10 re . The sea 1 r (' a d y 
comPI ' i-;(' about. 10% or the vote and, according to reports, 
are bui [ding up their strength and organisation. I am 
not Sllrc' what benef it would emerge eventual 1 y if these 
divisions were accentuated. 

3. Similal'ly, divisions hc're could be aggravated. I can 
see argllmC'nt s, i nc reas i ngl y bIt t er or i ncreaSI ngl y 
irrelevant a<-; circumstances dIctate, deve10ping on whether 
we shou I d go for a CC'dc'ra 1 or a uni tary state, whether wc 
should opt I'or a pluralist or a sectarian SOCIety, and 
on such nuts and bolts issues as finances, etc . for very little 
of which any preparation whatsoever has been done here, ,QG8 
on a party 01' political basis. This area]s a vcrit 'lblC' I 
m i ne f i el d - as C'x per i ('nce wi th , . for instance, rDcc'nt proposa 1 s & t hC), 
Constitut.ioIl Committc'(' illustralC'd. It. is, thcrcfor J, 
imp era t i vc', 1 f' any p I' () g r C' s s i s t 0 b (' m a d e 0 nth e pro p 0 s a I 
for a "Counci I" that t he' most detaIled and comprehC'nsi vC' 
understandIng bC' reachC'd as between the political partics 
her e . T his can 0 n 1 y co m (' fro m ani nit i at i v (' at you r I eve 1 . 

4· Thir-elly, we cannot igllor'C' t,h(' Unit.ed KIngdom dlmC'nsion. 
A1rC'ady, NOI'th('I'n 1l'c'lalld is slIppoJ't,ed by the I3ritish 
Treasur'y to (0" ('xt('nt 01' 1: 1 billion to £1.5 bIllion Cl year. 
There is no Wd,') any S('t L 1 ('01('11 t. what soev('r can be reached, 
withouL a continuance of t.his or some similar level of 
British subsidy. This is not simply sclling birthJIghts 
for a me">"> of' pottage. rt is Cl mattpr of Job.:; and lives 
for hllndl'ed-; of thousand.., oi' pc'op I C'. Si mi larly, the 
I3 r i t i '-; h part i c i p Cl t ion i n<.; (' c II I' i t. Y , in Nor t h C' r n Ireland, 
i sin cl i s P (' 11'-; a b 1 (', C (' I' t a i 11 I y I' 0 r' t h (' r 0 res (' C' a b 1 C' f u t u re. 
On all thi,,> it would, I think, be a great mistake to take 
the words or attitudc'.-; 01' Mr'. PI'ior' a"> properly reflecting 
Briti">h attituc\es. (/l(' ap}J("U'('.l !'('cent ly to 8('(juipsce -in 
the suggestion for a Counci I). Ih('I'e is only onc British 
Government / .......... . 
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Uimhlr . . ................ . 
To: 

From: 2 . 

authority on Northern Ireland. That is the Prime Mi n ister, Mrs. Thatcher, who runs Nort hern Ireland policy, such as it is, with an iron -hand. 

5· Fourthly, on a totally practical level, I would say that the level of interest, among th~ general populac~ here, in North~rn Ireland affairs now, is at a low ~bb. In fact, the main interest is in avai lin~ _the 15% _ VAT rates for goods - as against the 23%'VAT r~te~h~re, and, if possible, th~ far lower incom~ tax rates obtaining in th~ North. An often forgott~n priorIty of Northern policy here, is the n~cessIty to get our own economy straight and attractiv~. 

6. From all this, I would sugg~st that _ 
( i ) 

( ii ) 

(i i i ) 

as low a k~y approach as possible should be tak~n to the proposals. This may not suit the SDLP to th~ full, but it would be to the best advantage of this part of the country, and Ultimately of Northern Ireland and of Anglo-Irlsh relations generally . For this reason, I would suggest that the propos~d n~w organisation, if the Government should decid~ to follow that line, s h ould be an all party organl sati on, rath~r than an organi sati on set up or organised by Government. Mr. Murray's comme nts at paragraph 6 of his not~ are particularly rel ~ vant h~re; 

the title and descriptIve documentation sho uld l a y less emphasis on the "Irish" people. A maj o r difficulty is to eff~ct reconciliation between t h e "Irish" peoplC' and one million p~ople in NorthC'rn Ireland whose allC'giance is "British", nominally at any ratC'. This most compl~x of relationships cannot be solved if' one of the basic assumptions is t,hat t h e "Idsh ll element is prC'dominant and al ways right; 

we should continue to work, qu i~tly, and without pUblicity, towards a for m of s h ar~d administrati o n of North~rn Ireland. Th is is the only way, in practic~, in which the British will b~ persuaded to continue their subventions - and fad~ out their pr~senc~, whil~ pr~sC'rving peacC' in the ar~a , and offering the possibility of a d ual all~gl ance for its population. 

/ . . .. . ... . " 
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7. On paragraph 7 of the Fore~gn Affa~rs Memorandum 
I agree with Mr. Murray that it ~s a matter for the 
Taoiseach as H~ad of Govprnmpnt and Party Leader to 
initiate any of the sugg~sted d~s ussions with political 
parties in th~ Oireachtas. The terms of referen e of 
previous all Party Comm~ttees were settled follow~ng 
contacts between the part~l themselves . 

. ~ 
8. On the comparatlvely minor 1. sue of the "en .ounte r 
organisation" I would agree with Mr. Klrwan that this 
should, perhaps, best be left aSlde for the moment -
certainly until, at lpast after you havp met the Prlme 
Minister. Our understandlng with the Cabinet Secrptary 
was t.hat this issue would be dealt with, inltially, at 
his level. If that understanding is to bp changed, it 
would be bettpr to do it after prior consultation. G 

23rd February, ]983· 
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