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rapid expansion of the facilities for higher education has taken 
place throughout the United Kingdom over the past twenty years. From 
inception, it has been widely accepted that the new institutions of higher 
education shculd where pussible, be located in principle centres of 
PfIJPula tion. 1 aximum benefit could then be expected to accrue both to the 
institutions concerned and to the cities selected. The d-sirability ~f 
maximising direct access in this way v.as also confirme d at that time by 
off~cial bodies including the R~bbins COIDIT~ttee and the University Gra~s 
Cvmmittee, whilst the Nati~nal Unio~ ~f University Teachers had earlier 
recamnended that en ~bsolute minimum city population 0; 50,000 should be 
insisted up ll. 

SIre 

~rises ~r~ an assess~e~t f a city size adequate 
S€r\-ices hie:. a : arge ~er of students and s ta£f 

-ocer •. s.hcppL"1g .&\r-cili"'ies, st;.itable 
sc:-co:"s ar:';; a rese~o:'r o~ ~.I,c._-c.cc.c.er:ic 

c':'r'-"',,;,::s""r"':"be:i y ~1:e c':';:;y v.oalLs c- er 
:1:0 ~e : ... :e_..g-_-1 :"r: p~ces ~~e.!:v fee-- higb., i .... h a cc...rr.i.agev.-ay 2~ i'ee.L. 

--...~. _t:"8 cue .&\ +-te r':'nest ex:&!:!p:es c~ a a--ea. city i._ ::Sllrcpe, CLTJ.Q tr..e 
~tree-S r:'g~~a pa~terc. 

T:;.e ci4.:-i :'s t.ae ce._ re - ~ the N""rti! eS'" E..re& (,~'" ~re_a..'1Ci, s.:tuated at 
pe_-=-!"'.$.i:...a. It er~ ys eas-'" access ..... C tl:e sce:-~c 

f Lr.u.g1: F~ _€ a...- .u r u.g~ S-: -=-=-:-, -b.~ .p':'r..e sar..d",- -eRc!:..€S c~ 
C.r~ • ..Je'!:Ty:, t::e .... perr:. __ c..n - -he :L::ega: :.::..=2s, er: tt:e :E..KES ..,f 

ii:'::erer:t ~rc-:r-" ""u11:: c -.t--t;::e __ tc.ry 
a:.. ..... eS Gf 8C-:. ell.g esse_-::a: 
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Nowhere mere than 6/7 miles frcm the Irish Republic the city is 
especially likely to benefit from cross-border co-operation particularly in 
view of the heavy excess of student numbers over facilities available in the 
Republic for higher education. 

T1:o Derry is situated in the extreme ~est of • Ireland in EEC '~erms 

it is in the centre of the -. est Reg:on of Irelanc& Because the area is a 
peripheral in a b rder zone and a~fected by tLe decline f its traditional 
indus~ries, :..t ~ld be _tit~ed to ~ecial cO_lSideratio _. ..._ ~pplication ef 
Br:'" : s.b/lr:" sI: to "/"'la ... _ schef!lE;s et' reciproca ~ educati reI 

at~rc.c't S"PP'~Tt. 

Pr:' .... ... C - - ,~ . 
~e.ge ::.a'" G..:_ :: 

=- . cS cor:.ce .... ~ra ~ :ng rescurces ir: .... ~ de~ ping 
... _igne~ iOID_ f£...ci..Li t:. - si . ....-err;. S'+o 8 f the bite Paper ex-
Fresses his adequF_"-e=-- - s t'_e or~"T campus ef t _e r:e insti ti . n - wil"' 
1-..e 1 c~ted in he mid'" e f c:.. ... &rge c:J __ centratiot: of population and as 
ser/ing _n are~ re te fro 'the educct~onal f&cilities of the Belfast area, the 
G verrment ~cKno~ltdges the force ~~ the Revie~ Group view that ful~er use could 
and should be ID de f .~e..gee i ... _ meeting the irr:medie..te requirements ef the 
L nd nderry ~rean. The very signif'icant contribution which the Derry campus 
c~n wBke t the success ef the merg8r, must be exploited tn the full in cnn­
junction -ith the f~cilitiEs sustainable at Coleraine. This should ensure 
the future of university educ&tirn in the North ~ est which the hite Paper S3.JLO 
strongly supports. 

The new instituti~n therefore needs the pr VlSlon of the full range 
af higher educati nal facilities at Derry - undergraduate, PQst graduate, 
adult, and equivalents, in b th academic and applied disciplines. The De~ 
campus s __ ould be of full and equal status with the !'th€r campuses of the r.ew 
institution, and this st8uld be recognised in the new Charter envisaged. 

The Government expects '\hite Paper 34.8 the new instituti n tn make 
t maximum use of ,("agee in the pr')vision of courses a_ d activities which relate 
directly to the immediate requirements ef the Londonderry Area". S2.2 which 
states that n the extent f the demand is de termined by the number f school 
leavers seeking adrr:ission t ~ traditional undergraduate courses", helps to 
identify the immediate requirements referred to, whilst S4.6 expresses official 
prefere:;'ce f r e.. practic&l and applied emphE;.sis. 
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Finally, S2.5.bll states that nas the largest centre of populaticn the 
Belfast area naturally has the main concentration of hi[J1E:r education coursesu , 

it should fcllc~ that Der~ - h&ving by far the next highest concentration of 
populetion in the area most remote frcm Belf2st - should naturally have the 
next best prGvisi n of higher educa tior!. ClJurses. 

An ther definite signp.:-st to the partic.lcS.:r needs of the Derry area 
ITrJst be the wide range f high leve2. courses presently meeting derrand very 
effectively in spite of diff~cult cAnditior~ in tne ~orth 7 es t Ccllege of 
Technl gy, Altr1~ge_vinH"'mpital~ a."ld =agee c 

In ad itio!:., the \"ide spectrw-:l of e!q?lo iTIlent ir. the Derry area , public 
.... !ld priv~te, l'""'c.:li, n~ti nal .c:nd inter .... _c.tioncl, creates its :n de::nnd for 
higher educc.tio £-:... f'E~cili ties eg part- tiol1e studies, d~y ::eleases etc . which 
carlI:.ot be as readuy satisfied. else~ .ere because of its clcse links with the 
life ef the C0~~nity here . 

The inherent attrarntion to incoming industry of an available work ferce 
in a base f ~errys size, w~uld be greatly enhanced by a local technolngica: 
third level unit ~f education, whilst ~he existance of the latter would 
also encourage facilities fnr indus~rial consultancy . 

The current unsatisfied dEmand f l 4r the Certificate in F::>undati'Jn Studies 
at Magee indicates a pctential v ... ich could be met and expa.ndcd by devel"ping 
the F undation Course as the first year )f a t'l-O year Diploma in Higher 
Educati n, vith the apti'""'n ~f progress t~ a degree subsequently_ 

The ~ivic CJrnmittee therefore proposes that the Steering Group initiate 
discussi~n with the ~cdies c~ncerned in order t~ seek agreement to transfer 
the appr::>priate level three courses at the North Nest Ccllege of Technology~ 
Altna6elvin Hospital and Magee, to the r~spsonsibility of the ~ew institutio~, 
grouped into the fa~~ties of Scieu-e & ;echnu~ugy, Business and Management , 
and Paramedical Studies. 

In addition, the '~ '':''':!Ul ties of Hurnanities arn Social Studies, Art and 
Design, and Agriculture and Fisheries s i'l(_uld be estc blished to consolidate 

the Derry campus of the new ir ".~ .... "i..~:.1 und meet the immediate needs of the 
Derry Area. 

The campus itself should be located primarily either at the Magee site, 
or at the NJrth West Ccllege of Technology site, and the faculties shculd be 
funded to expand nutward an~ up~ard to cegree level. 

The fact that the existin.g buildings at the Nlr.CT are working -co 
capacity means that desirable ~igh level expansion sought by and well within 
the capacity of present staff and resources, cannot be undertaken. The 
acceleration of the Youth Tre.ining Programme schemes dUE to comn:ence this 
year, mak~s thE necessity for cdJitione~ ~pace eve~ more urgent, hilst the 
remit f the ne~' institution offers a fresh and exciting opportunity for 
~eve pme .... t p tQ the hi~~est evel~ 

It is net ye+- ap~arE._ v_ ether !:E: !:.ew i~lSt":"tutio!:. is to haVE an 
a.:J. us, Pe ~eral, er :"n~egra :;ed c .. ~&rac"ter, t:_ ugL the Ci'" ic CC::!Fd.ttee 

i+s pre~erenc - in +h~~ ~- er - ith the effiDh~sis st::cr~y n 



..:'c...c::'=-i ics ~ Derry c:re &~~2.l1~~ ....... e. 
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