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Please see 

(1) transcript of what transpired re Northern Ireland 
at President Thorn's Press Conference yesterday. 

the text of the state.ent he had prepared in advance 
which was in the brief he mistakenly left behin 
him: you will note that he stuc~ closely to this 
at the Press Conference. 

(3) 1 tter to "The Times" from lady Elles, 1 ader of 
the British Conservatives in the European Par1ia.ent. 

We need to discuss and consider what the Irish 11ne should be in 
regard to the resolution adopted by the Political Affairs Committ ee. 
The next step will b for th .atter to come before the Bureau of 
the Parliament. 

The question arises as to the attitude ~o be taken by Fine Gael and 
labour. UEPs in advance 0' the Bureau meeting 

active lobbying or passive, positive, neutral or 
negative. From com.ants by the Taoiseach and reports 
of comMents by the Minister for . F.oreign Affairs,II 
~nfer the answer to the second part of the question is 
·positive· but · the other aspects require consideration. 

If the Bureau decides that the matter should go ahead, other 
decisions will be required - on co-operation with the rapporteur, on 
input to his report and, ltimately, Dn attitudes to the draft and 
final report and on voting in the Committee and in the plenary session 
of the Parliament. 

The whole question is appropriate for discussion between the Taoiseach 
and the Uinister for Foreign Affairs • 
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